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The values credited to Imperial revenues were slightly less in the case of
Inland messagzs, as the receipts from three offices are treated as Provincial.

sag

The percentages of increase in numbers of State telegrams, both inland and
foreign, remains the same as for the last two years. On the other hand, the in-
crease under private inland messages was nearly 8 per cent. against 33 last year,
and under foreign private was g per cent. against 5 per cent. This increased
growth of private traffic is satisfactory as showing that the check noticed in
1889-go was only temporary.

6. The use of word codes, both.commercial and official, continues to affect
the value of the Indian share of the receipts for all classes of foreign messages.
Notwithstanding an increase in number of 42,152 over the previous year, the
value fell off by Rs. 1,36,856. In 1889-90 the average value of a private foreign
message was Rs. 4°0 and in 1890-91 only 34. The introduction of the new
official  word .code has reduced the average value of State messages from
Rs. 7'6 to 6°2.

7. The proportions of Inland messages in the three classes of urgent, ordinary,
and deferred remain practically the same as last year, being respectively 110,
20'2 and 688 per cent. for State, and 58, 43'8 and 50°4 for private telegrams.
The use of deferred messages by the public showsa slow but steady tendency
to increase, the figures for the last three years being 47°7, 49'6 and 50'4 per cent.
of. the total despatched. Inland Press telegrams decreased from 24,789 to
22,354, but the average value varied but little, being Rs. 3°15 this year against
3'19 in 1889-go.

8. The receipts from telegraphic money order advices have steadily risen

from Rs. 46,420 in 1887-88 to Rs. 84,703 in 1890-91, which shows that the
public appreciates the facilities afforded by the introduction of this system of re-
mitting money.

9. The charges for line maintenance were Rs. 13,42,117 ot Rs, 11°8 per mile
of wire, and for signalling Rs. 33,46,685 or Rs. 0'98 for each message. The corres-
ponding rates last year were 1209 and 1°03. The decrease in cost of signalling,
which has been continuous since 1885-86, when it amounted to Rs. 1°19 for
each message dealt with, is satisfactory. ‘

10. The speed of transmission over the main routes remains about the
same, being dependent more or less on the amount of traffic. Some of the main
lines are being strengthened by the addition of extra wires, and a copper Wire

has been laid between Calcutta and Bombay on the direct route, vid the
Bengal-Nagpur Railway, through which duplex working has been very successful.

11. The number of complaints preferred was 1,106 or 3 per 10,000 MesSSageS |

received. The number of undelivered telegrams was 12,995 or about 3 per 1,000
handed in for despatch. The working of the departmental lines was carried
out with a total of 1,047 interruptions, averaging 20 hours each, against 1,840
averaging 19 hours last year. The increase was due to severe floods in Uppef
Burma and to the heavy snowfall which broke many of the hill lines in the
Punjab Division. Only 18 per cent. of the faults were due to preventible
causes.

12. During the year some excellent work was done by the Department in laying
field telegraph lines. The Sikkim line was maintained, as also that in the Chin
Country. A new line in the Assam Section of the Chin-Lushai Country was_lai
from Jhalnacherra to Fort Aijal, a distance of 59 miles through a most difficult
and unhealthy country. The other two sections of line through Lushai from
Demagiri to Fort Tregear and from Pokdko to Haka were strengthened. The
working parties suffered severely from sickness, one officer losing his life and
another being invalided. For the Hazara Expedition 182 miles of extra
wire had to be laid to connect. Hussan Abdal and Abbottabad with the bases
of operations at Derband and Oghi, and from those points onwards 103
miles of field wire were laid and 15 offices opened. ‘The services of Mr.
Bignell, Mr. Barker, Mr. Pinhey, Mr. Thomas and other officers have been
warmly acknowledged by the General Officers Commanding the field forces
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on these various expeditions, and the Govemmentblgf Indxar iarlsowﬁiecsﬁre;ots:
again record its appreciation of the thorough and able man(;]er i
useful assistance has been rendered by the Depal‘tme'i]!: ll:nt }? )Iﬁ 5 hav%
conditions of climate and trying hardships, all of whic ese of
shared in common with the troops employed. ;
w 13. The receipts of the Telephone Companies at Ca]c?tltia-’ ng%raf, Eﬁ:ﬁg ?gé
Karachi, Moulmein and Rangoon siow small 1ncr§aseho ki E')éér e the
humber of subscribers is now.1,004 against 901 iln the priaw R r}éduétim e
tional exchanges at Cawnpore and Mandalay are un er s;lppe);.;c sl a;t-
been made in  the rates charged for wires underh maglaa:ril; b 1 p
ment, and a new and improved form of telephone has be€ ;

‘ % o i d during the year.
ino events of general interest occurre gt
The ‘6Qizh§ex§?11iﬁwir;%emational Telegraph Conference ;vas lhl(:‘/}('illdu{in%hejilari
at Paris tkc\le Government of India being repre_sented :f‘fr th_) O:ethedh?gia’n g
Director General. No important changes directly -ec ing P

were introduced.

The charges per word betwe ; _
been reduced ;g)artly by reductions 10 the In.dlan éermma i s
partly by redl’lctions in the Eastern Extension Company )

rate claimable by India for messages passing between Europe and the Far Bast

was largely reduced.

e Another cable is geih o
elegraph Company, and the &as
cable blc)etween Madras and Penang to Tep
Penang route, which has been taken up- : i iy : : i

By the connection of the French lines n To.n‘qél_m W;:as beegut) :zne gvz u:,-
cheap route for messages t0 the latter country 2t jam p

15, The Department has been (OUERE, Ty Yy e e it
gt t of India by ME. ¥X- "t 2
p(}e]e;irs;tlsfilrckfé:ogg;;:;itg‘:;’:;ng:;ort, which has been submitted nearly a month

i learly describes the operations of the
eatlier than that for the PIei ey yea.t; Zkeelet};n map showing the principal

Department, and is accompant y " %
telegraph lines and the extensions made during the year.

en India and the Straits Settlements have
| and transit rates, and

i Suez and Bombay by the Eastern
o 1a‘der}:1eg§zrtlxsiog Company have added a second
lace that on the Elephant Point-

4. that a COpPY of this Review, and’ of the Report, be
ORDER,—Ordered, 02t < forwarded to the Secretary of
, i 7 o
The Governments of Madras, Bombay, Bengal, the North-Western State and to the L_oga.l GOV
s sl 0Kk LRI e Assam  erpments and Administrations
ief Commissioners o g X o i

and Coorg. : noted on the margin, ?llnd ft?

The Reddents st HytstabaS S % e tadies BEPUSE The Government of Ceylon for

. information. :

and Baluchistan.
Review be forwarded to the Director General of

ab.
tral Provinces,

Also that a copy of this

Telegraphs for information. ; W A. e

: . iew, ang O the Report an ppe A, B,
and P{k 1%:3 {tc])]r%:arac;:c;) s t(t’feﬂﬁinl?: i epvatmg?nmf. the Government ;{f‘d,lnd*a for
information, and be published in the Supplgment to the Gasette of [naza. 19
| ‘_ J. G. FORBES, Colonel, R. E., .
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Secretary to the Govt. gf‘]ﬂd{n;i
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