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tions issued by the Board of Revenue
for certain works being put on hand for thi
relief of the poorer classes 1n !‘Jrodc and Bhavéni
taluks, :ippmvwl, and the opinion of ﬂ.m Board
that it is meither necessary TOF advisable tc
reduce the fees for grazing in the forest reserves,

concurred in.

[nstruc
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ot on which labour can be
which are being pushed on,
given to the deepening of
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provided that there are no irrigation works in this tra
employed. In the meanwhile the ordinary rpad repairs,
will afford labour to a good many. Atfention may be
drinking-water wells.

5. Every effort
benefits of the special
for well-sinking.

6. The Board does not consi
stated by the Collector, to reduce the f
neither in the interest of the ryot nor 0

.5 animéalsSvhicly suchra course’might be
the more valuable stock for which their 0
grazing fges DOW. demanded.

.. y )

~ :
- —

ake the ryots fully acquainted with the

should be made fo ™
ge them to come forward to take loans

well rules and to encoura

der it necessary Or advisable, in the circumstances
cos for grazing in the forest reserves. It is
¢ the State that the inferior, aged and decrepit
nefit, should be kept alive at the expense of

wners are willing to pay the very small

(Ti‘ile Copies and Extract.)

(Signed) ~ P. RAJARATNA MUDALIAR,
Secretary.

T&ﬂlegS‘e‘aéreiary toyGove ment, Revenue Dep‘artment.
,, Collector of Coimbatore.
Copy to the Secretary to the Government of India,
Revenue and Agricultural Department.

b \_\\» A AL

\ ‘QBDER——dated 13th October 1891, No. 965, Revenue.
\ The Board’s instructions in para-

graplis 4 and 5 are approved.
9. The Government concurs in the
opinion expressed 10 paragraph 6.

. &Y ';‘ Miscellaneous.

\&

(True Extract,)

(Signed) C. A. GALTON,
Secretary to Government,

To the Commissioner of Revenue Settlement, Land Records and Agriculture,
¥ g{ mmnissioners of Land*Revenue.
% & Z‘Ij_‘u lic Works D'epartmer’;t,.
gt o | =y :
\

Exd. A. Aunbert,

- 90 Copies,
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GOVERNMENT OF MADRAS.

REVENUE DEPARTMENT.

Reap—the following Proceedin
edings of the Board of Rev "(Re
Records and Agriculture), dated 25th Septelslrll;(lai (189‘;‘jn§% Sgtlt;e}liint, v

Mg. CLoGSTOUN.

Read—th i
- ‘zhi"lsl:gl;gr le:ter 11from J. STURROCK, Esq, Collector of Coimbatore, to
the Departrgen(t) otf enggmﬁlSSlOIéer ke il st g0 Directol" .
1891, Refereriee ot o ll&cgﬂ g. ?fid Agriculture, dated 22nd September

In paragraph 8 of my 1 ;

Herie - y letter recorded with Board’s i i
talrt)lk;flbeanl igl’ll;t% 671, I stated that I was about to visit}) (l:.l(::eeEdrl:dges ,at?gt%dhaué? 2
Erode taluk. the instant 1 iuperw?ed, at Chengapalli on the western border fvthl
Shi-Peruudm’-ai i %ayment of 350 coolies employed in breaking metal on the At; é.e
i B :s’ a ViTOI:k opened by Mr. Tate just before I rejoined the dist;la';l t.
in the district, but Iafru e in very much the same condition as those on other wo ({m '
Nl il wix n ound th.ree Vellala women, one washerman boy, and one bla;k
e rs owed unmistakeable symptoms of severe suﬁ'ering, from want ;
35 th neighbogr}isesce of these people, as well as the failure of several of the 1?5
eIl et S satisfied me, with roference especially to paragra h 38 of
sary. The fact ‘Ehata tlgeewviv\?:g ha&d no}, boel Siurtad before it was a solutelpy 11900?3-
wotka deis 16 Mo s M G 3.11 children of well owners are now coming to the

2. :
standingA:mI E})r’;)lfeedt(ald eastward towards Erode, the character and extent of the
S vgas mowt(:, L a very distinet improvement, but the number of beggars at
conditions to th uch in excess of anything I have ever noticed there before, and th

o the south of the line which I traversed are reported to be suehathat i:

will probably be necessar
il p soon to b
Tirupir road. I shall be 11317 a positizn t(:)

gin stone-breaking on the Vijiamangalam-

deal with this more fully when submitting

my monthly report at the beginning of October.

I may now mention, however, that

~ is th i i
e northern portion, mainly comprised in the Nerinjipet Revenue Inspector’s o]

south of the Palamalai hills, a narrow strip of about 14 ‘miles |

the Superintendin i :
nding Engineer h :
can be taken in hand atga fortniglsltl’glec?t!il:g i that.the Kalingaroyen. shaunel 5otk

33 i
The part of the Bhavini taluk which at present gives cause for serious anxiety

firka. The greater part of thi
o '£Od€; kel whosepreport Itleﬂﬂfx f})): ;Izmc:ar{afully traversed and examined by
. . ith rega,rd to the taluk generall Mr' . 135 st i 5! T
) N i _ R !
0, T et G Pl
chegaon il kept, receives an exceptional rainfall from 6o grattiois ok (he
e thvei.m valley down which the clouds sweep d o tha aorithvwasl
sl Palomal §h.e part of the taluk now most suffering Kk to themmg et of the' B it
therefore, :;;blelautso’ :ﬂlemfliil;avéni lt‘air’lf: o retmm SPeemll{‘ inapplicab %wﬂl
any statistics of rainfall from whi inference c:

fau'lys d‘:l;wl’ln- The karnams’ returns on this point I find pra mifn”;y
. The settled portion of tho Nerinjipet ik is made up of a &

Palamalai hi].ls and the Cau li ﬂ .
: ' : Vv ’ a Of. about 88 sqnm' ‘—9 mlIQs S 5 _

somewhat scanty, and sparsely distributed, The cxistence of & large mumber of




‘ruined tanks supplied b

~ e e P P
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: : y streams from the hills testifies to a period of prosperity, but
nojchu(;g' dtilﬁmt.e seems to be known about them, and Buchanrzjm, who f(I))undp theyt’anks
{;sl’?ecentlu 18 t};me, 'Btates' that the country was practically depopulated at the close of
S r:)f ]1‘1y 3 J m«:lraﬁdmg‘ bands of Lambadies who accompanied the contending
bk mga er a;n the BI‘I‘tlS};'I. up and down the Kaveripuram pass, which was then
el thensi? 0 cc;mmu]:]:uea'ulon between .L;Iysore and the low country. I have
iethar the restfe?'l lvef ngineer to know if there is anything on record to show
wells which I saWra' 1012110 bthe ta.nks has ever received consideration. The numerous
bt S . the bed of the old Kolatur tank lead me to think that the
famine than a tankor&e 18 not desirable, as the wells afford a better protection against
that the bed of the 1 e(}’)endent on a precarious rainfall, but Mr. Todhunter tells me
eri), is only unde grOGSt Of. all., the Semberi (called by Buchanan the Suryamvara
hill; {8 1o goubt A r{ cb“ltl"atmﬂ, and the stream which comes from the Bargur
Bl Mo IIrlllore 0 be depended on than the Kolatur stream from the Palamalai

5 U8 ave not yet heard from the Executive Engineer, I feel sure there

is no scheme on hand which will enabl :

: ) e us to look to the restor: f the

tanks as a work immediately available for relief. s in o lan b B

6. I append a statement eivi miie ; : :
giving a few statistics relating to each of the villages
(())i. ?}112 tllll;llfl:iet Mr. ré‘odhunter has v1si§ed all of the distressed vill?zges and a large number
Ammépet NS,_BJ'J' I have myself inspected the kasbas, or some of the hamlets, of

pet, Nermjipet, Navapatti, Samballi, Mulakadu and Kolatur.

7. Looking to the ﬁrkg as a whole, the accounts give the following figures :—
Population

Ropulati 19,729
011111&:::;8;1, i.ggl(‘):i%elﬁve years 29,611 acres (exclusive of sivayajama).
’ s s gas 37,283 acres (including sivayajama).
Outturn, 1890-91—
U Anpiigrlinps 1 W s Alc‘fé
g B R st b1 ol 1 ki
4 . ::’. ohe. see e see “es “on aen 18)385
Cultiva]t)ion, April to August 1889 '23’%%;
o. do. 1890’ :.... ::. LR R e ane » ’
Do. do i WS TR e

8. The above figures show onl :
: only a quarter crop last year for nearly half the area
22:115?(111: r:{)lltrles i‘x}rlxder tl_xat head include the total failuresywhich are sai}:i to have bee!;
last year alfé 99 6%gowmgs up to date this year are only 8,502 acres against 18,994
y y the year before. The few standing crops not under wells are

;l; %eh(;%ﬂs(sﬁzgitein a‘“)‘: d‘:fattoiss:ml tWorse, portions of the crops under wells have had
whole: bt whenis tietaie thzevil}lle remainder. 8o much for the statistics as a

i : ages to the south of the Palamalai hills and a
fgﬁo,isgﬂsigﬁlf@‘;% wells in the north, such as Kolatur and Chennampatti, matters
has & population of 4411 38 Villages. To take for example Kaveripuram, which
o aIl))out 50 :r »411 souls-distributed between the kasba and 30 hamlets over an
Tittlo or o orop, spae mMiles, we find that last year 8,003 acres out of 9,566 produced
2 Of 10 CroP, Whlle this: year only 406 acres have been cultivated up to date
against 4,494 in the same period of. fasli 1299. P
failux% rgg:?ﬁgaﬁm need be said to show that if the north-east monsoon is a
T T S es on a large scale will be necessary. The more difficult question
b < s leaé‘olttt_;‘rilledlate Measures are necessary to relieve existing distress and
f thepn xt Pc . A . le- over the period between the present time and the harvesting
2 d ext crop. Applications for work from all classes have been more frequent,
and more persistent, than any 1 have experienced elsewhere, and though I have seen

little or no actual emaciation which ’
want of food, there has been a pi h seemed to be the result not of sickness, but of

the same extent elsewhere, and amongst the Palli i SZh s
: AR : s or Padayach
peculiar to this neighbourhood, there is in addition a listlgs?:irm’ofa fgsﬁﬁ;;gycﬁs

indifference which I can only attribute to SRR ant it o i o S

grain is perhaps not a mafter of much importance to those who have no money at all

nched and suffering look whieh I have not noticed tos

T e R A A AP A o P P
R S G DI SRS S PR P SRS W SV 0 T s st ) S R, o
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with which to buy it, but I may mention that 18 seers of ragi are usually procurable in
the markets for a rupee. The large granaries examined by Mr. Todhunter were all
empty or nearly so, but as the amount imported for sale in the markets, though small,
is more than equal to the demand, it is to be inferred that local stores are not yet

exhausted.

10. Turnine now to the measures to be adopted for relief, the Local Fund
Engineer has inghand an estimate of about Rg. 28,000 for re-making the old road from
Ammépet northward to Kavéripuram which is even now passable in a way for cart
traffio. This would be a useful work and expenditure begun along the whole line and
stopped before the estimate was worked out would not be money thrown away, as
every here and there throughout the whole length there are some exceptionally bad
parts which might be first taken in hand, a plan which would also have the advantage
of distributing the centres of relief. In addition to this, another estimate has been
prepared for metalling the road from Ammépet westward to Andiyur, and these two
large works will suffice to afford labour for a considerable period to a large section
of the population. Those in the villages between the Palamalai and Bargir hills
could hardly come as far as this work, and when I return to Coimbatore I shall
confer with the Superintending or Executive Engineer with regard to the possibility
of taking some work in hand on one of the.tanks not yet ?.bandqned. As I could
find other work on a smaller scale which might suffice for immediate wants, I was
unwilling, looking to the remarks in paragraph 8 of Boa}*d’s Proceedmgq, date(} 11th
September 1891, No. 671, to commence large Works without consultation with the
Commissioner, but I should be glad to receive authority to open them as soon as I

consider it necessary. .-
ot immediate wants the Local Fund Engineer is pushing on ordinary
road }'3pa’1rrg g.st(fr than usual, which will g.ﬁord emPk’Y{“‘“}" to many persons in thg‘
southern villages of the firka, and T have directed the District Forest-officer to com-
mence the sanctioned forest road over the Bargtr hills. Apart from their useful-
ness as relief works, which is limited, the deepening of existing drinking-water wells,
or the construction of new ones, is a matter of urgency, and I have oydered 21 to be
taken in hand. This will afford a certain amount of employment in thg__tgactp-m
which there is at present no road work, and 88 blasting 1s to be resortgd to qnly in cases
of really hard rock, the work can be carried out in great part by all classed °f,P_°°E,1°-
In a few cases pariah and chucklers’ wells will be made by these classes. egleqrmg_
prickly-pear along the old road near Ner;nppet has already been lsan((;tl_on ‘_bby the
TLocal Fund Board, and will be taken 1n hand a.t once, and a new PK““C is to be ;31011-_
structed at Navapatti, these being small villages on the strip Pegtlf i“rde t%l}l?;;yovg 00(;‘3
no wells are required. The expenditure qr(}e’g'qﬂ I propose tomdiA : 'l“l'nti’ gg s = 929
which I recently applied for as a grant-in-aid to. Li(ilcal ,flgds? A _d;p%) icatio ot or loans
for wells are being received to some extent, and will be disposed of promptly.
| : recommends the reduction or abolition of grazing fees in the
forestlsz’bxrt.h"]i:) gsh 1111:)115 E::nmtter to which I af.tached much importance at present, as fees
up to the 81st March have already been paid for all good cattle which the owners care
tg) send to the hills. The remaining cattle are those which are required on the farms
throughout the year for well cultivation or other purposes, and the usual worthless
rival on the hills—if the owner actually sent them, which

appendages to herds WhOSe ar & dy scanty g tﬂck of gr 288 ﬁow'a va ﬂnbl eiﬁtﬁé‘&i ¢ 'E't' '!"',. RRERS :

[ s 1 Senthealre' o R e R TR I T R 4:'
% %ggb;m;oggl?;lt}i’or?: for a refund of fees, but few for free %-azmg,exoepf in conjunc-

i i fund, and one man who had paid nsiderable sum 1n 1 [ 8
1:;;1;&1 f)lf1 ;ﬁ;iig, t?:;t he had received no ponsiderat,lon for the fees’a:: d;lm‘ed was m;
grass in the forests, and cattle sent over to lnil1 chaﬁ.l;%t:l ff:s:‘m S:ﬁmélﬁzien . &e y ¢ gﬂgr :

vation. the close of the year approaches 126 qROSUIOW IDWANRAIOR BIMHUB O |
;?a;‘i':g(gxll redA:eedefgez will requyire careful consideration, if the season has not improved.

h 1o on these hills in bad seasons is certailly S BB

Ebl; g;a:;?ngz?ce in the argument that free grwlllllg n S;félll “zifsgaﬂﬁn%},mﬁy . hte}i
i £ sood cattle in the hope of preserving WoILY nimals. 1 may here

::g;lt{iisg tohag “)t?lou;?l cattle are undoubtedly in great straits, T saw many well-cared for

d a considerable sum in fees went the

rtainly limited, and there is unquestion-



A A A A A A A A A A A PAIN NI AT

4 13ra OcroBer 1891, No. 955, REVENUE.

e e e

animals on garden lands. T also saw stocks of ragi straw alongside cattle reduced
almost to skeletons. It is clear that private owners do not allow the stock of fodder
kept for the working cattle to be consumed by those which are practically of little
value.

13. At Ammépet I was asked for relief by the weavers, some of whom seemed
very weak and worn. From enquiries I find there a number of houses in which
work has come to a standstill, and there is no money forthcoming with which to buy
yarn. I propose to do something on the lines laid down in paragraphs 86 to 89, though

the time has hardly come for the appointment of supervisors, distributors and store-
keepers.

P

Encrosure No. 1.

From C. G. TODHUNTER, Esq., Assistant Collector of Coimbatore, to the Collector of Coim-
batore, dated 16th September 1891.

I have the honour to submit the report of an inspection of Bhavéni taluk, with reference to
the question of scarcity, undertaken in accordance with your verbal orders of August 26th last,

In my inspection I have followed for the most part the route suggested by the Sub-Collec-
tor and approved by you in your letter, No. 2520-Genl. of 1891, but f have deviated from it in
inspecting the Bargir hill villages which were reported to be considerably distressed, and in
inspecting some of the villages classed as nnaffected and some villages in the Salem district in
order to compare them with the villages classed as affected in this district.

2. Before commencing my inspection I examined the accounts in the taluk and made out,
as directed by you, the statements of comparative cultivation for several years. I found these,
however, to be of very little use in determining the locality and extent of present distress. In fact
the total extent of cultivation and the number of darkhasts for last year shows in almost every
village a considerable increase on any former year. This, however, may be.aooounted for by
several reasons. 1In the first place there are a number of absentee landholders in the taluk, most
of them rich men, whose cultivation would not vary so rapidly with the seasons as that of the
poorer ryots. In the second place the deficiency of the sowing rains last year caused several
of the ryotsto sow two or three times for the same crop, sometimes in the same and some-
times in different land and this appears to have been all entered by the karnams in their
cultivation accounts. Liastly, there is the historical fact that variations in population and culti-
vation in this taluk seem to have been greater and more sudden than in an other place in
the district and thereby have deprived its statistics of much of their value. In the days of the
rajahs at Kaveripuram, this taluk was one of the most prosperous and thickly populated in their
kingdom. The ruined villages to be met with on every hand speak to the population, and the
ruined tanks (of which there are thirty or more in the Nerinjipet firka alone) show that a very
large part of the taluk was once fertile wet land. In the wars with Hyder Ali the eountry was
almost depopulated, the villages were deserted and the fanks were ruined, having no one to c1re
for them, and years afterwards a new population entered on the land to cultivate it as punjah.
This population showed a continual increase until five or six years ago when a bad season or -tvi:o
caused the first check ; since then a succession of bad seasons has caused a large namber of t ?
people to leave the taluk or to settle in other parts of it. A curious instance of this mobhlliltg Z;)O
the population may be seen at the village of Komarayanur, behind the Palamalai hﬂ:ns, ;v 4 c;‘ e
years ago was a large village with 500 to 1,000 inhabitants. It is now deserted by wﬁa 10 to
15 householders, while within the same time and within five miles of it two large frogezhe
Sennanipatti and Kittampatti—have sprung up with a pulation almost entirely degve?d m :
Salem district. The present tendency, however, 1s un oubtedlgebowards.deumng the o vmvﬂlagea g
and not towards building new ones, and empty houses ave to found in g.ilﬁnost e&riery L gs i
various stages of decay, some deserted a few months back with the roof still standing, o
much as five or six years old showing nothing but the walls. e e 39 =

¢ ons which have been severe enough to make many peopie eave their la v

for ngwift:s, have naturally pressed very hardly as those who by force of hg}nti) or neoesmtgr have
remained in the tuluk. These have eked out. their scanty living as far as i"sm e by l‘:ny ex f:ii“i:’;s
means that the rivers and hills in their neighbourilooo(;l ;fi‘;rde%‘ :11.1:;111{; 1;;:; gzgr; ;5 sgieya::ra oropgs
them and they are beginning now to give way espair. 1 = Fkgien

in & ve w. These became lower still last year. e first crop
g::eabf:iglbagooagin%r%ﬁt %::;sfewryr;gts sowed for it on account of the failure of the rains in
May and June. For the second crop the sowing rains were good and (;i great extetnlt (:,{1 Iandt t::::
o, . th ater i i and the crops v ot prorly mabure omsetinty oo

: ivators, and m 1 :
:::r;tcﬁggiﬁmit&fs%;e&: :glllt?v‘:é‘;n.’ Now for six months there has been no rain to raise

* This distress is miore especially felt by the minor castes who
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a crop. In the northern part of the taluk they have sown nothing since last December’s erop
was reaped, and in places to the south of the hills they have sown three times and lost their seed
and labour each time. The prices of grain have risen in the more inaccessible markets to the
north to 5 vallams per rupee, while in the south they are at 53 vallams. The people go from
market to market with any money they can gather together to buy a small supply of grain, of
which only a little is brought to each market; when this grain is finished they are reduced to
eating leaves and roots and prickly-pear fruits where they are any. This is naturally beginning
to tell on the health of some of them, and a few of the adaiyachis in the north and some of the
Pariahs in Mylambady aud the neighbouring vil'ages are already beginning to look unfit for a
full day’s work, while in the villages near the hills small-pox has taken a much stronger hold on
the people than it would have done had they been in their usnally healthy condition. In nearly
all the villages more than three miles away from the river the distress for want of food is made
doubly severe by a water famine. The wells which held ont all through the famine of 1877 have
already given out, and it is the exception rather than the rule to find a village well with more
than two cubits of water in it. The state of the cattle again is worse than that of the peoEIe.
There are large numbers of cattle in the north, of which a great part belong to the Salem district.
In some villages half of them are already dead, while the rest are too weak to do more than half
their ordinary work. I have seen them lying dead and dying in the villages, and great heaps of
fresh bones and skins in the chucklers’ quarters speak for the number of the lately dead. This
mortality is due partly to want of water, but much more to want of food. For months past
there has been no grass in the fields; the forest grazing fee of 4 annas is too high for the poorer
ryots to pay, aud in many places there is no grass even in the forest. The little straw that they
gathered last year has given out, and the cattle have been fed on the village refuse or, when
their owners can afford it, on the hill grass which is reported to have killeg as many as it has
kept alive. ; : :

4. For entering into the local details of this distress. and the means of remedy I think it
will be best to consider first the part of the Neringipet firka which lies nerth of Neringipet and
afterwards the large plain to the south, taking the villages on the Bargur hills and those to the
south of the Bhavdni river as separate groups. :

5. The first of these groups, the northern part of the Nerinjipet firka, has all along been
classed as affected, and, I think, rightly. The most prevalent caste are the Pallis or Padaiyachis
who indeed form about three-quarters of the population. They have no means of livelihood
besides their lands and a little trade in bamboos with the Trichinopoly merchants. They are
for the most part a thriftless improvident set of people and very reliant on external help, which
reliance has, I fear, been considerably increased by hopes held out to them by the inspecting
officers. Their chief articles of food are ragi and samai which they buy at 5 vallams for the
rupee at the weekly markets at Samballi, Kaveripuram and Sholambadi in the Salem district.
This is eked out by leaves (@) and tender shoots of the bamboo. To take the riverside
villages first, the distress here touches them only through the want of work and food for men
and cattle. Their land is nearly all of the last taram or the la:t but one and ;neg;ds ﬂ.‘%OOd rain
before it will grow anything. No cultivation of any kind has been done on it since . ecember
last. They have no irrigation of any kind and lack the energy of their nelg}lzhom on the other
side of the river who are even now watering ragi crops by hand. In fact, they do nothing but
keep their lands ready for rain and themselves ready for any work that may be given them.
A few go to the hills to cut bamboos for sale, but now this trade, I am told, will be stopped by
the Forest department within a month. ' N ; : e

6. In the villages which stand back from the river there are a few garden lands which have
helped in some degree to maintain men and cattle ; but they are very few and the wells
cannot hold out much longer, for many that I saw were already dry, and in those which were not
there was searcely a month’s water, for I tried several of them and in none did it reach more
than half way up a man’s thigh, The distress in these villages is chiefly for drinking water,
for the village wells have given out before those in the %udens and some are alreadlg dry.

0 have no access to the wells, for

instance, the Clucklers and Pariahs in Kolathur at all times dependant on charity for water,
have great difficulty even in begging any, now

that it takes a woman half an hour to ﬁl{a pot

* Note.—On subsequent inspection with the Collietoga { 'by soooping in the sand at the bottom of the
g 1t o B "wly e Bt il Whro men aro suflring from want of
from mo. - There is no doubt, however, as to the distress water, the cattle naturally suffer too, and many
for water in the hamlets. of them are dying from this cause combined

with the want of sufficient and proper food.

7. In the villages on or near the hills cultivation is the same and the scarcity of water is
more severely felt as the village becomes more and more inaccessible. The prevalent caste is still
the Padaiyachi, but there are also a number of Lambadis in Ullurthorda and Mobbalapatti and a
fow Malayalars in the hamlets scattered over the Palamalai hills. 1t is in these hamlets that the
distress is most severely felt and it is reported that insome of them chatties of water are sold at 3
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pies a pieqe though I cannot "9110}1 for the truth of this. The distress {0 cattle is also very severe
here, and it has been greatly increased by the fact that large numbers of cattle have been sent

over to this part of the taluk from the Salem district and have taken the food out of the mouths
of the already starving ecattle here.

8. With respect to the means of relieving distress in this northern part of the taluk, I think
the first step that shou.ld.be taken is an immediate reduction of the present grazing fee either to
one anna per head as it is on the other side of the river, or, better still, to nothing at all. The
people are also badly in need of work. With regard to this I think that the Loans Aets may
r\x<1th advautage be more fully impressed on them and speedy disposal of applications undertaken.
T'he reason given everywhere for not having recourse to Government loans are either that the
people ha(_l never heard of them or that the delays were reporied to be so great as to make the
loans received in many cases valueless. At the same time I think that some relief works will be
found to b.e 1mn_1edxa?ely necessary for the great bulk of the population. I have already made a
re,feren'ce in this office letter No. 17 concerning the proposed new anicut and chamuel from
Myladiputhur. Tln_s, if .begun, would give work to the whole taluk. Besides this [ am not
aware of any works in this part of the taluk for which estimates have been prepared or sar.ctioned
in the Public Works Department, and the present overseer has only lately been transferred here
and has not yet made any inspection in the north. I think, however, that the department may
Le asked for an immediate report as to whether any of the ruined tanks, of which there are about
25 in this part, are worth repairing and for estimates for the hest of them. I think the following
are the best of these tanks in respect of position and state of repairs: Sembari, Mamadatthur,
Singiripatti, Kolathur, Kanuamunchehi and Chennampatti. If there is no Public Works
Department work to be undertaken there is a very good work on the local Fund side. The
road from Kaveripugam to Nerinjipet which was constructed during the last famine is now so
out of. repair that 1t is hard.ly passable even to a bullock bandy. Ttis a very useful road and
supplies tI}e only communication between Bhévani and the two markets in the north. It will
also be within three or f_ogr miles of most of the villages. Some of the villages are also very
clamorous for _roads to join Kaveripuram and Samballi to Thirumangalam in order to give
access to the hlg market at Cholampadi in the Salem distriet, also to join Kalathur with Kaveri-
puram, Samballi and Kannamunchchi with Bathapadi market in the south. These, however,
are the demands of people who wish to turn a famine to their own advantage, and for the
present at least may be safely disregarded. With regard to the Kannamunchehi valley,
however, some work will, I fear, be necessary either now or later eloser to the villages them-
selves. In these villages and those named Puthur and Chennampatti in the unsurveyed tract
there is a large population in great need of work. 'They are about eight miles distant from
the nearest point on the Kaveripuram-Nerinjipet road. I think it would be well therefore if the
three tanks which lie in the Komarayanur and the Kannamunchchi valleys were inspected by some
competent officer with a view to seeing if they are capable of repair. I hope that either that
at Kannamunehchi or at Chennampatt will be found to be so. 'I'he same difficulty will arise
though in a less degree with respect to the hamlets which lie near the hiils on the Kollegal side.
In these villages there are also several tanks whose repairs would be very beneficial. The biggest
and the best of these is the Sambari tank which is situated between the two hills noted by the

Su'b-Collector in his letter, Reference Mis. No. 325 of 1891. The Mamoraththur tank is also, 1
think, worth consideration.

9. To turn next to the second group of villages in the plain to the south of the hills we
have detached pieces of country classed as affected, viz., from Ilipilli east to the Cauvery and
south to Myla.xqba.di and from Purandupalayam to Vembatti. I am inclined to doubt the
correctness of this classification. In the first place the villages are under three different Revenue
Taspectors who have no common standard of classification and for the most part no standard at
all except personal oginion. The Neringipet Revenue Inspector has classed all his firka as
affected and therefore Ilipilli and the surrounding villages are included in spite of a considerable
acreage of garden cultivation. The kasha Revenue Inspector is, I think, right in including
Kurichchi and Mylambadi on account of the large number of Pariahs and other poor castes
affected there; but I am unable to seo any reason why the Audiyur Revenue Insﬂeotor has
selected the villages round Atthani as suffering. There is hardly any desire for work in these
villages, a fair amount of garden cultivation and a good water-supply from the river. If any
villages in this part of his firka are to be classed as affected, I thini they should be the poorer
hamlets in the thickly populated country about Mylambadi and Brammadesam.

10. Under these circumstances, I think it will be best to consider this part of the taluk as a
whole, as tl}e cul-tlva.uqn and population gre very much alike. There is no caste so prevalent here
as the Padaiyachis are in the north, but the Groundens are still in the majori ty, Padaiyachis round
Tlipilli and Vellalahs further south. There are, however, a very much larger population of smaller
castes chiefly Moppans, Shanars and Pariahs. The cultivation here is of both d'% and garden
lands, the former in the outlying hamlets and the latter in the large villages. Rain has been
better here than in the north, and two or three times there has been enough to make the ryots sow
cumbu and avarai, but never enough to mature a full crop. The supply of water in garden wells
Las been fairly good hitherto, but the wells are fast beginning to fail and there are very few of
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them which can hold out for another month without rain. However there is nothing to complain
of as yet in the gardens, both work and harvest have for the mqst part beelrl as gsual._ It is in
the small hamlets which have no garden lands that distress is chiefly felt. The mhabltn.n.ts 1t:xe
a very poor class, many of them Pariahs and Moppans ; they have no capital to fall back on ; they
have sown three times and lost their seed, and their cattle are beginning to get very weak. But
they have found means of livelihood hitherto, some by going to the coffee estates, others fby
bringing bamboos from the hills, others by travelling to the wet lands near the Bhavéni for
work, These resources, however, are all beginning to fail, and I think some works will very
soon be necessary for these people. Another and more widespread cause of distress throughout
this tract of country is the want of drinking-water in the village wells. Almost all the villages
away from the riverside are suffering from this want. The wells are many of th.e}n shalllfw,
badly dug and narrow at the base and the water in them is confined to about a cubit’s depth or
less at the bottom. In many of them it is so low that the women can only just ﬁl} a chatty by
scooping with a cup at the bottom. In others there is nothing but mud to be obtained.

11. With reference to the means of alleviating the distress such as t.here is in this dls_tnct, 5 &
think that, if possible, water wells should be deepened or new wells sunk in several of the villages.
Besides the relief of the water famine, this would give a good deal of work to the people scattered
over a oconsiderable area. I understand that estimates have been prepared by‘the Revem}e
Inspectors for several of the wells. If it is considered advisable tc give any other work in
answer to the large demand for labour which exists, I think nothing could be better for the
purposo than stone-breaking work on the Audiyur-Ammapet road. This road is supported b_(si
a very small allotment and needs repairs; it runs through the centre of all the worst affected
tracts and would besides be more accessible than any other road to coolies from Kannamuchchi
and the surrounding villages. I understand that it has been measured With a view to works by
the Local Fund Supervisor. ‘There are besides a number of old tanks in this district some
of which might be considered worthy of repairs. I understand that those at Gettesamudram,
Pattalur and Brammadesam have already been inspected by. officers of the Public Works Deparf.;
ment, though I have heard nothing of the result of their inspection. I should suggest that i
work of this kind is decided on the Maththur, Punnachchi and Huppakottai tanks should also be
considered. :

12. Turning next to the “small group of villages belonging to Audiyur firka on the Barghur
hills, we have agpopulation of some two thousand people almost without exception, ‘Sivachars by

caste. They live by dry cultivation, the only crops raised being ragi and avaral, and they keep

‘besides large herds of cattle. This year's cultivation has been very bad. There has been just

enough rain to sow and raise the ragi crop a few inches from the ground but no more. Last
year’s cultivation is also reported to have been very bad. The grain stores, however, aredm‘i
tinotly better than in other parts of the taluk. Ne.arl{ all the ryots have some grain thl'edl;l,n
some have enough to last them for six months, while I met one man taking down, f-ﬁ or three
bullocks’ load for sale in Audiyur. The condition of the cattle is a»l.xi;ﬂe__womg-as ere is 1o
grass long enongh to supply them with pasture and water is very m%‘a 0%: u:"f’ vt‘iz
anxious to have grazing iree or at any rate at a lower rate than 4% .';- s oy ‘t“hére
question has been fully gone into in a separate correspol dence, it is nee edq b 'Pe':olbe'" ol
1t is sufficient to say here that the more valuable cattle and the calves ”;’;It W'Tlf argt
cared for and the less valuable cattle and buffaloes to be suffering QPNQY’“ I ;th'é regard o’%
the question of water, I did not find the scarcity in these villages so great f,a; in a_,ﬁir. parts
the taluk. Water however is very low in the wél_,h, the wells mt;e:y thee umﬂies ihdmould bog
from other supplies very great, so I think it is ab 19‘“; TpOARA T T R
carefully watched. Ere LS o e fobed:;f b{.he
138. With regard to means of relief here, I think t eﬁggt- VIRTENG S0 D St rmg L
Loans Acts prom?nently to the notice of the people who seem to be m%zel.y. %ewm of fth&f
existence. 1f other relief is found naoessary_‘at’_-any stage, I.sm *f““, F '31” from "e-, VR A
Sivachars will stand in the way of its easy application, as it is said to prevent enf} 2 ;ﬂ;mg
either relief works or relief kitchens ; I think however & reference to the papers of 18 1 clear
up the point satisfactorily. ~ o 3 Blmvﬁm LB
‘ have not yet had time to visit the villages south of the Bhavéni river as
I havl: :mll;eggt l%‘;icais as yet fr{e for inspection. I have the honour to request that I may send

a supplemental report with Tespect to those villages as soon as I have time to inspect them.

15. I enclose herewith the following papers :— et
I. Abstract of cultivation statement for affected villages. & S ol 8
II. Statement of applications for loans in affected villages up to 2nd September 1891.
III. Statement of roads (existing or proposed) and their suitability for fsmiqe relief

ks. g
i IV. Tahsildar’s report No. 179 (returned).

V. Taluk Season report for June 1891 (veturned).
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VI. Petition from the ryots of Ammapett and other villages concerning the new anicut
at Mylodipothur.
16. I am also preparing the following which 1 will send with my supplemental report on the
stato of the villages south of the Bhavéni :—

1. Statement of present sources of irrigation and wells.
II. Statement of abandoned tanks.

Resolution—dated 25th September 1891, No. 612.

Submitted for the information of Government in continuation of Board’s Proceed-
ings, dated 11th September 1891, No. o71. :

9. Since those Proceedings were passed, the Collector has inspected the threatened
areas in Erode and Bhavéni. In the former taluk, he considers that at the extreme
west relief works are necessary and he found a few persons, employed on the Avandshi-
Perundurai road, showing unmistakeable signs of severe suffering.  Further east towards
Erode, the state of the country is better, but still there are signs that distress is
beginning to appear.

3. In Bhavéni, the affected arca lies in the north of the taluk and mainly in
the Nerinjipet firka. This portion re-
ceives a rainfall stated to differ con-

Averace Rairfall registered at. '
S siderably from that recorded at Bhavéni.

|

g @ g It is sparsely populated. The country
Months. CHED e 5  shows signs of having possessed much
' s 1§ 484s §  greater resources than it now doesin
2| & | 2| 8| & formertimes, in theshape of ruined tanks.
April sl e el e Statistics as to the area are not full’y
May 557 | 848 | 415 336 | 462  available, but it appears that last year's
o o DGR SISO, BEE ) 108 . ofop W 6 VELTL P one, though the area
gl et gl : 2-12 | 2-98 | 2:03 J :
August .. 1318 344 | 471 | 517 | 575 cultivated was lfxrgely in excess of the
T ol B e remaEe, being in the Nerinjipett firka
ctober v et 15, 5 : 573 | 653 .
Novomber. . ...« | 399 | 525} 872 | 3304371 87,283 against an average of .29,61.1
‘I])ecember £l A o 105 | 131 gores. 'The sowings up to date in this
anuary 53 S : : 28 | -29 A £ i
Wobraary | riei: Cwa] 94 306 1 R0 4R 08 division are only 8,502 acres against a
Margh e | BRE ALy ST LS o oylfivation ClESt L FER HE to the end of
Total (Normal) .. 2834 | 26:16 |29°67 | 2958 |32-21 August of 13,994 acres. 'It.‘)he culttw:-
I et LA Vol ever, subsequent to
April to August 1891 ., 1341 | 5:60 | 710 | 5:09 | 5:37 tion last Yyear, hOW f‘)’a oo q 1
ks August, was upwards of 23,000 acres; an

SRy MO

a favorable north-east monsoon during

the current year will doubtless lead to the cultivation of an equal extent. A very
large proportion of the current year’s sowings are, however, reported to havelal.rei(tlly
failed and any deficiency of the north-east monsoon will be very serm'u‘sly fe tt 11n e
taluk. The water-supply in the wells is failing, and very scanty. The cat te :?g
suffering greatly for want of water. The people are clamorous and pgrﬁmsd en 'th
their demands for work, and the Collector, though for the present satisfied W1

. : . i h larger scale may
starting a few small works, is apprehensive that relief works on a mue g :
shortly be necessary. The price of food-grains 18 not recorded in the l(;(:izll)g;gf), i11)1utt I?e

Bhavini there has been a serious rise (from 19-68 to 1476 seers per

price of ragi and also in that of cumbu( (17-49 to 15:90) during ﬂﬁ; I;;aslt ctaﬁresiov:::kisx;

Rice and cholum have been stationary. It appears, however, that 10

the affected area have not yet been exhausted. 1 B et
4. That measures for the relief of the poorer classes in ;

are necessary is clear. The Collector proposes to put an OldA road f“;“; Azn“;i‘szt

northwards to Kavéripuram in order, and to metal the road from flm}rllaptel ]2 1111 '1yt .

which will provide labour for the centre and the north-east side of the taluk, whiist to

1 Palamalai and Bargir hills, he proposes to
sftied work . the eest S theioner sanctions the commencement of these

irs. The Commiss
:vrﬁfsta]:vi ::?kinrefg;rscollecto 8. opision; they become absolutely necessary, and
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~ provided that there are no irrigation works in this tract on which labour can be

LS A

employed. In the meanwhile the ordinary road repairs, which are being pushed on,

will afford labour to a good many. Attenti i i
fer e e e i 8 y ion may be given to the deepening of

5. Every effort should be made to make the ryots fully acquainted with the

benefits of the special well rules and to encourage them to come forward to take loans

for well-sinking. R

“. 6y TheBofird dods ot considdy it necessary or advisable, in the circumstances

stated by the Collector, to reduce tie fees for grazing in the forest reserves. 1t 18

neither in the interest of the rﬁ}gno of the State that the inferior, aged and decrepit
1ght benefit, should be kept alive at the expense of

_animalS\w fch‘su@‘a‘ course
the" more valuable stock for which their owners are willing to pay the very small

grazing fees now demanded.
\ ¥ o o \" :\ (True Copies and Extract.)
: | (Signed) P. RAJARATNA MUDALIAR,

Secretary,
To the Secretary to Government, Revenue Department. .

'”%\,R m(} oww hb re.
~ webas 900

Y
b \ \
“~ ey

AR-

to the Secrétary to the Government of India, :
Revenue and Agricultural Department.

Orpgre—dated 13th October 1891, No. 955, Revenue. E

‘ The Board’s instructions in para-
graphs 4 and 5 are approved.

2 The Government concurs in the
opinion expressed in paragraph 6.

(True Extract.)

(Signed)  C, A. GALTON,
Secretary to Government,

Miscellaneous.

.

To the Comm_issio,her of Revenue Settlement, Land Records and Agriculture,
»» the Commissioners of Land Revenue. : b ix 3
;» the Public Works Department. : :

*
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Exd. A, Aubert.
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_Coxprriox or PropLe—=0p works.—Generally fair.
In villages~The number of admissions into the sey

People who through prejudices were unwilling to resort to the food relief and from o8
distant @nd unaffected villages now claim admission,

Sz'c/c.ness—mortall'!y.-—_ChOIera Prevails in 15 villages. Out of 78 attacks during '
the fort.mght 33 have proved fatal, The disease, however, is reported to be subsiding. e

- # . ?

- State of market— Prices of food-grain.—The price of second-sort rice is stationary,_ i
~« that of ragi has risen froni 9% measures in the previous fortnight to 8 measures 4 MR

- Tupee during the fortnight. Ragi is imported largely to Vellore from Bangalore

and other parts of Mysore hitherto. The price 1s reported to have risen in Bangalore

* owing to heavy imports to other parts. : ~

eral kitchens is increasing.

4 .

- - — ; : i *
: : * y . BTATE OF MARKET AND PRICE s FOOD-GRAIN. 4 - 2
Remarks on the above.—The coolies on the several major and minor irrigation i ' :
works and on Local Fund roads o Saturday, the 19th instant, are :— é . . Rice. [ Cholum. ’ Ragi. | Cumbu, .  Remarks . :
: * - - ; %
1 O : T t. k : ? NO. 3 = f ‘h
* AR Tunor irrigation works in progress v 44l = ; ; 5 L i B %
2. On 1:na]mi Irmgation works ‘in progress other than the Cheyér ] 53 e 8 M | g “W‘“""’“"@. i : o
channe ¥es s ial = » E ¥
" 3. On the Cheyér channel extehsion work— : < j ' ‘ '
Under Overseexj No.’1, distance }g miles fu sin ROl ? ; The number of villages visited during the fortnight— S
30 ” : ’ sen see oo é 265 < ; &
; g %in]ﬁng WellsLundIerbloans ’._,‘ By e 3,920 . gt e — —— =
. Coolie : . : : ; TR s sl e T :
: Oyer:ee(;n ocf. 7 NUR toad e Sl e B 660 Date. Names of villages.. | Date. ’N-‘mu of villages.
6. Improving yvater-supply in villages (Local Fund Work): 3 & L4 " 7 ' o , ~ e : =
A - i e ¥ fewaber 1891 .. | Th Kkambadi. | 15th September 1891 .. | Nadukupy
Total .. 9.261 T 7th September Thgrﬁavzfln':{ _m. : Then
. A . - A agarakottar.
T s g Tgat 2 s ' 14th n PP
Poor-house.—Nj. 3 % Tirnkea,
Village reliof— ; i
The number on the rolls in the 11 kitchens l"B Sils e 2,019 b+
And the number fed on Saturday, the 19th instant, is . w 1,748 J
Result of inspection of relief kitchens during the fortnight—
& ghr S T N : Reseoren.
Date, Kitchens, :
Men. ’ Women. lChildren. Men. | Women. Children.
'\\x i 2
4th September . | Wallam “ e - &3 2 16 | . .
- 4 : 1 b 5 % % TN
3th = ?M*“ T 3 15 o e
by i Rinsimee o ow i ! o i % e o
T + & TR i i
6th 7 22 }Sa.lavedn 2 = &, { o Pys o e ok 3
e ™ ; 1 2 19 .3 3 4
}8&‘ s ¥ }uwu.. ¥ il { 9 3 : fg . . 3
” .. ¥ s s ‘
iR ) oo
it o W Bl o e £ b+ youe - 2%
1 » .. .
{gg: .o }Rﬂcmmmudmm 1 { 3 i e l.“. G . ™ 18
M N e g | B i
B2 i e iy
o R R RN ; 5 6 15 o 4 LG |
19th . andiwash 5 o = ‘ 2 3 10 1 Sy +" 4%,
- 5 b : ; : r‘;. 2
v gy e o ’ £ .‘ : P
Number of cases of death for want of food.—Nil, b S e ,

Remarks.—Nil,

Grain-supply.—Sooond-sort. rios is fmportad foo Hiaiop ob 46 31
taluk in Bmﬂlﬁl"lﬁﬁ% an r}gi‘is importe . fmm%b?fﬁéﬁ lm villag B
State of the imports by rqi or seq of SRR R R G iy
by rail, &e. i i - Faid “h»" staple food-grain. ? No mp:lf@ :
Known or estimated stock

villagos, but the supply is not freely broughy @ﬁtg‘fm@; 8 M0 Bty “"_f";

s Rl G

% v




[' S 7 MMM:Mq'M“"»NW’ 5 ¢ ]
z A_MWMAMMAM”MM’E;IAMNOQ‘ 959, . REVENUE. SR
e e b » » .
: S i . : llector of North Arcot, dated
Collee
S miEamm
o J. H. LE FANT, ]]gngl’ Perdl. No. 7068, Tt has only
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s A : 7 ace 2 1 water,
i : : ts took p sls for drinking ithstand-
i i ot Esis : infall of 75 cen few pools for ‘bad, notwi
Al it No. 959, Rev EI\UENJ“ i Submitted. A ramlfilway: There al:dﬁioﬂ of cattle is Yeryh:l’.ik; d out of shape
A OCTOBER 1891’ : b e fited cattle in a. §ma n da.ys. The 00' ,.eh;qio'sa—-are belng whole herd to auy
13tH L et . E benef will spring up ltn z‘: mostly the ngls the Fyold oﬁerelil th;; air of bullocks, lbltlt
S e grass r avénue trees— of Venguna tander tb take a of mortality
[ 2z g & ing that ou At the village sted to a by-s fficial returns ation.
45 5 15 g m. I sugge ” The o hs by starvati
1 2wl - = to feed them 1d take them. 1s no grass. lumn for deaths : dying,
= : l" i 5  one who wou ’s the use? there fatt there is no colur t catfle have been e
>l o < " =i 4 - id ¢ what’s ti thless. In fac d the fact is tha ber 1890 the nu 1 .
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4. The condition of the people is generally fair, but they are losing heart, and .
; unless a good fall of rain comes before the middle 6f October the consequences must s
"2 : be serious.. The distress is stated to be breaking down the prejudices of the
people in regard to the acceptance of relief in kitchens, The number fed in kitchens
rose during the fortnight from 1,659 to 1,748. The number employed on relief works,
however, fell from 6,721 to 5,341, but the fall is not explained.. ,Besides these a
considerable number was engaged in sinking wells, Cholera existe(.l in 15 “!hf‘;gef:i‘.
but is stated to be subsiding, The supply of drinking water is becoming very limite
and the difficulties attending its provision at Wandiwash are as described by the
Collector. What can be done by deepening small wells is being done.

e . 5. The condition of the cattle of .the taluk isa very serious matter. Pasture
. scarcely exists at all even in the forest reserves, which have all been long siuce
s : thrown open to grazing, and the supply of leaves of trees can only last a short time.

The number of deaths that have occurred is evideneed by the enormous increase 1 the
number of hides taken to the tanneries for sale, and their present weakened cor}d!twl;
must greatly decrease the ability of the cattle to perform the necessary operations ‘,’f
: + tillage, and render them very liable to be carried off-by the combined effects 0%
“ : exposure and over-eating rapidly grown grass if the usual north-east monsoon rains f
: in abundance, cEite
: 6. During the fortnight 199 applications for Toans were disposed of, involving
& Rs. 19,784 ; of these, 136, involvingp pRs. 16,130, were accepted, bringing the w%
number accepted since the commencement of distress to 1,514, involving Rs. 1,96,591,
of which Rs, 1,08,261 has been actually advanced. Thirty-two wells only had bee
- completed and 1,114 were still under construction at the end of the fortnight. The
Deputy Collector should make a point of visiting during his teurs some of the 'ﬁﬂ‘
that are now being dug from advances in the villages he happens to visit, _ﬂnd sho
repolt in his fortnightly diaries that he has done so, giving the results of his mswe_tm
> 7. The question of providing some large Public Works Department work in
. taluk has already been referred to the Chief Engineer for Irrigation, who
refuested to treat the reference as very urgent. ; i
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: e (igued)  P. RAJARATNA MUDALIAR, =
.To the Secretary to Government, Revenue Department. B :

»  Oollector of North Arcot. ‘ Lt ,
» Chief Engineer for Irrigation. 2 o ey
Copy to the Government of India, Revenue and Agricultural Department. :
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