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GOVERNMENT OF MADRAS.

EVENUE DEPARTMENT.

f—
=)

\EAD—the following Proceedings of the Board of Revenue (Revenue Settlement, Land

Records and Agriculture), dated 1st October 1891, No. 620 ;—

MRr. CroesToUuN.

*
Read—the following letter from M.R.Ry. K. V. LAKSHMANA RAO, Deputy
Collector on Famine Duty, North Arcot, to the Collector of North Arcot,

dated Wandiwash, 20th September 1891 :—

ForrNieHTLY NARRATIVE.

(Fortnight ending 19th September 1891, Wandiwash taluk.)

StaTE oF THE CoUNTRY— Crops.—The only standing crops are paddy and ragi under
wells.  The supplies in the wells are failing, but water is obtained with considerable
labour and by deepening the wells.

Fodder.—The scarcity. for water continues to be felt more and more. The forest
reserves in which grazing is permitted are all parched up. The cattle are fed with
leaves of certain kinds of trees and palmyrahs, and the concession granted to the ryotg
of getting leaves from the poramboke and avenue trees is largely availed of. ‘DI‘V
fodder, if at all procurable, is very dear. The cattle mortality is reported to be
]ll('l'(‘il.\'lllg.

Water-supply.—The sources of drinking-water have generally failed and the
increasing demand in this direction is promptly attended to by siuk‘ing’ wells in the
beds of ponds and deepening the existing wells. About 25 villages "situate i th;
Cheydr valley to the north and parts east of Wandiwash had rain on two days— lh(f
14th and the 15th instant—varying in quunt‘ii_'y from 1 to 2 inches, The I;oﬂds unti
tanks received a few days’ supply. The quantity registered at the Kusba \\'andi\\f&mh
on three different dates was *51 inches. ot

Agricultural operations.—In the few villages to which the partial rainfa]l extended
it was not beneficial except providing a few days’ supply in ponds and tanks. fux the
cattle to drink ; a-few dry fields however were pPloughed here and there where t,h(;
rainfall was heavier in parts to the east of Wandiwash.

Culile. —The condition of cattle is simply miserable and deaths are increasing,

General remarks.—The people are beginning to despair at the scantiness of rain

They however expect rain in the present month of Purattasi, Should it hold off
further, the disappointment will be serious,
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CoxprrION OF ProPLE— On works,—Generally fair.

In villages.—The number of admissions into the several kitchens is i
People who through prejudices were

distant and unaffected villages now cla
Sickness—mortality.—Cholera prevails in 15 villages. Out of 78 atfacks during
the fortnight 33 have proved fatal, The.disease, however, is reported to be subsiding.

Remarks on the above.—The coolies'on the several major and minor irrigation
works and on Local Fund roads on Saturday, the 19th instant, are :—

nereasing.
unwilling to resort to the food relief and from
im admission.

: ¥No.
1. On minor irrigation works in progress 441

2. On major irrigation works in progress other -than th;‘Chey.é‘z.'

channel S vee bt B0
8. On fhe Cheyér channel extension work— " .
as e oss . 2,225

Under Overseer No. 1, distance 12 miles
» 5 - e wes ‘oo 265

- 4. Sinking wells under”loan’s see M sce e 8,920
5. Coolies on Local Fund works road repairs as furnished by th

Overseer vee W 2o yé . 660
6. Improving water-supply in villages (Local Fund Work) ...  ..r ae
: S .‘ Total ... 9,261 :
- “Poor-house.—Nil, ; ' |
Village religf— .

The number on the rolls in the 11 kitchens is ot e T S RO
And thammber fed on Saturday, the 19th instant, is ..

. %ok 2 d 3748
Result of inspection of relicf kitchens during the Jortnight—
b == - - —————
- e # - Apwssio. ResEcTED.

Date. : Kitchens. — S 5 - :

Women.
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umber of cases

'.of death
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State of market— Prices of food-gras

that of ragi has risen fromii.gé m

rupee during the fortnight. Ragi
S e 1% hitherto

owing to heavy imports to other parts.
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w | 3 . _}* ’ o .‘:l e T ; beneﬁte(_i cattle in a small way. There are aIf)ew pools I;Er2g§igl;;fta€vt;fe ! h?js =
2 | & 1L e 2 grass will spring up in ten days. The condition of cattle i« - Ae B0 e
g | |58 e 3 G i ' 0] @18 very bad, notwithstand-
2| B Z i: g that our avenue trees—mostly the Ficus religiosa—are being hacked out of sh
m% :i P R (k. gn - . ; : to feed them. At the village of Vengunam the ryots offered t?m whole h :i) shape
o By Be 1] 85 o 1 one who would take them. I suggested to a by-stander to take a paj A
. s || B g (2] g« s | =84 3 | he said “ what’s th 9 th : s : ake a pair of bullocks, but
S | 23 g | ? gf‘ﬁ g i what’s the use : ere 18 no gras.t;.. The official returns of n’mrtalit
gl 85 e o) ﬁgi . i amongst catt!e m:e_Wor.thIess. In fact there is no column for deaths by starvation
< | EE $. % 2 |2 | Fos hog g : « I have been mquiring into the matter and the fact is that cattle have ){)ee r\&a SRl
2 | Bt et | FRagEc = not by hundreds, but by thousands. From January to December 1890 th:n yl}':g;
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) R A o number from January to May was 4,285 ‘The mumber from Jubs £ 20th 86
=4 ££7 S REoS) M aedalel o tember was 21,473, This excludes the number sent to tanneries at ‘Trivattur (Ar o
o ‘ 5 Cegbfs £8 Ranipet, Arcot, Chetput, Tindivanam and Arnj which (Aroot),
& | s s il Efgene E5 ? ) ch the tannery people estimate
E ,! 5| 2 |3 LT L at 42,00Q, of which they say one-third, or 14,000, came from Wandiwash, Thj
e | o {283 af 45513 EZE8 : i yvoulfi_ bring ‘the tetal mortality in the one taluk to 39,708. I am mukin .f;xrth;s
B 2 1E3% £2252435¢F 3 ’ inquiries about this and will report-again. The figures, however, fro ‘th-g'W ndf
5. 8 PR R B wash tanneries are no estimates but Jfacts, which, with th Ao
= | 8 = 2 S B e moaw OB W : * ? i e -feandf ‘the income-tax
‘i log EE 4| 42 . |2 | Z338838% &8 I g l z . before them, the tanners would not be likely to exaggerate, . :
2 < £ b Bl L B = 2. The failure of water in Wandiwash is v serious. Shavi cro
P | ol 45 s F LA may be seen anywhere. Some wells are absolute‘la;ydry. Others eontainpgs: 'x'féfeffﬁf:
e d a8 18 zé . baling has been given up. The main drinking-water tank of Wandiwash contains
= 2 12 fee:t of water when full. Not only is it dry to the floor, but, at great cost, we have =
o : CREH sunk in one place 21 and in ‘another 28 feet through the solid rock before striking ;
é l o T 221 2 Water, and even then the supply is very scanty. i
5 g 38018 e 3. The price of ragi at Wandiwash has sudderly risen to 14:56 meas or
21 4 < BEp . about half a measurer:f;ve the official searcity rate Zf’the‘ district. As tl‘zl:egoardozlr{ :
B & & g B 55 £3 aware, the average price of the district has risen in the last week, at a bound, by g%
R:| 2 .l & 13 £ ESE A ; . nearly two measures for ragi, and the average for rice is higher than the scarcity rate,
) ZE E BRI The merchants are now thoroughly alarmed, and unless heavy rain comes a further
- i 34 i 2 | ~ jump is imminent, : i i
. 5 - ? e % é‘ éz e . 4 In another communication I have urged the znecessi‘ttil:or preparing further
3 B leflwn. 18 §isE = . estimates for large Public Works .Department works for this taluk—the Chey4r
Bohaa b g B0 E5 2 : bt - ©Xtension; &c. I request that the matter may have urgency allowed it. Unless good
_; 22 “ - e rain comes soon a erisis -is at hand for which we shoald be prepared on all sides,
21 33 & s |s g 3 g 2|8 |3 . ol The Cheysr channel already sanctioned is practically worked out, and 3,000 coolies
% § CCaR e 48% A ig|g g will be on our hands in a few days. - .
s g M ;
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g ZBe 5 e for agricultural operations. The only standing crops in the taluk are those under:
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4. The condition of the people is generally fair, but they are losing”heart, and

~ unless a good fall of rain comes before the middle of October the consequences must
‘be serious. The distress is stated to be breaking down the prejudices of the
people in regard to the acceptance of relief in kitchens. The number fed in kitchens
rose during the fortnight from 1,659 to 1,748. The number employed on relief works,
however, fell from 6,721 to 5,341, but the fall is not explained. Besides these a
considerable number was engaged in sinking wells. Cholera existed in 15 villages,
but is stated to be subsiding. The supply of drinking water is becoming very limited
and the difficulties attending its provision at Wandiwash are as described by the

- Collector. What can be done by deepening small wells is being done.

5. The condition of the cattle of the taluk is a very serious matter. Pasture,
searcely exists at all even in the forest reserves, which have all been long since
thrown open to grazing, and the supply of leaves of trees can only last a short time.
The fiumber of deaths that have occurred is evidenced by the enormous increase in the
number of hides taken to the tanmeries for sale, and their present weakened condition
must greatly decrease the ability of the cattle to perform the necessary operations of
tillage, and render them very liable to be carried off by the combined effects of
exposure and over-eating rapidly grown grass if the usual north-east monsoon rains fall
‘in abundance. ‘ : ‘

6. During the fortnight 199 applications for loans were disposed of, involving
Rs. 19,784 ; of these, 136, involving Rs. 16,130, were accepted, bringing the total
number accepted sinee the commencement of distress to 1,514, involving Rs. 1,96,591,
of which Rs. 1,08,261 has been actually advanced. Thirty-two wells only had been
completed and 1,114 were still under construction at the end of the fortnight. The

~ Deputy Collector should make a point of visiting during his tours some of the wells
that are now being dug from advances in the villages he happens to visit, and should
report in his fortnightly diaries that he has done so, giving the results of his inspections.

: 7. The question of providing some large Public Works Department work in the
taluk has already been referred to the Chief Engineer for Irrigation, who will be
requested to treat the reference as very urgent. s

(True Copies and Extl.'act.)' ] ' :

-

AR NPReS,

: (Signed) ~ P. RAJARATNA MUDALIAR,
: o the Secretary to G t, Rer skt
; o : . - %
%y Colleotfry of NommATo%I;.’ AR Da ment-;. ' :
»  Chief Engineer for Irrigation. Dok . . s

‘Copy to the Government of India, Revenue and Agricultural Department.

OrpEr—dated 13th October 1891, No. 959, Revenue.
T’ ! Recorded.
e T 2. The further report promised im
paragraph 1 of the Collector’s endorse-
ment is awaited. 5
* (True Extract.)
 (Signed)  C.A. GALTON,
- Becretary to Government.

Miscellaneous,

-

S

s ]
- -

Tortjh;(lomﬁi‘ssionarofRem;:ese-“- : 'Inmf G,
1 the Public Works Department. e, Lo e ot ki,

Exd. A. Aabert.
. ~ =

75 Copies.
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GOVERNMENT OF MADRAS. pas

REVENUE DEPARTMENT.

-

Records and Agnculture), dated 1st October 1891, No. 620 :—

MR.. CLOGSTOUN.

;’ v
. " "
¢

—

Read—the following letter from M.R.Ry. K. V. LAKSHMANA RAO, Deputy
Collector on Famine Duty; North Arcot, to the Collector of North Arcbt
dated Wandiwash, 20th 8eptember 1891 :—

| 2 ~ g Fortniguriy NaRRATIVE.

(Fortmgkt ending 19h September 1891, ‘Wmm taluk.)

> ~ SrATE OF THE Coumt-——-aropa.—-'l‘he only standing erops are pad ﬂxmd RO
. wells. The supplies in the wells are fmhng, but water is obtamed pﬂ e
labour and by deepening the wells. . i

- Fodder.—The scarcity for water contxnues t?"lég felt more
reserves in which grazing is permitted are all ed up.
leaves of certain kinds of trees and palmyrahs, and the eomess;’
of getting leaves from the poramboke and avenue trees is iargel
fodder, if at all proeurable, is very dear.  The cattle mo!hhty
increasing.

Water-sapply.—Tbe sources of dnnkmg-wam hgw
increasing demand in this direction is pr
-~ beds of ponds and deepening the existing
- Cheyér valley to the north and parts east
- 14th and the 15th instant—varying in quanhty fmm to 2
~ tanks received a few days’ supply. The quantity :
on three different dates was *51 inches. :

Agricultural operations.—In the few villages to v
it was not beneﬁoigl except .providing a fewaﬁs3 U
cattle to drink ; a few dry g lds however were pl
rainfall was heavier in pa.rts to the east of W

. . General remarks.—The le are begmmng to despa atm m' n" ®
Sk They however expect rain me present month of I m“tm &0,
furtivxer, the disappointment will be serious, R
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ConprrioN oF Propre— On worlcs.—‘Generally fair.

. In villages—The number of admissions into the several kitchens is ihél‘easing.

P.e@le who through prejudices were unwilling to resort to the food relief and from
distant and unaffected villages now claim admission. ;

Sa'clc.ness—mortalz'z‘y.——-Cholera prevails in 15 villages. Out of 78 attacks during
the fortmght 33 have proved fatal.

The disease, however, is rgpogged to be subsiding.
Remarks on the above.

—The coolies on the several major and minor irrigation
works and on Local Fund roads opn Saturday, the 19th instant, are :—

BAAAA A A

A

. No.
- 1. On minor irrigation works in progress sva T Teme
. 2. On major irrigation works fu progress other than the Cheyér
channel Tk eee - 1,750
d. On the Chey4r channel extension work— ‘ '
Rk Under Overseer No, 1, distance 12 miles S s v 10,205
i i G Eer o R e B T .
4. Sinking wells under loans =&Y - e 3,920 A4
9. Coolies on Local Fund works road repairs as furnished by the
Overseer b iS%  i s A de oo B G . 660
: 6. Improving water-supply in vﬁlages (Local Fund Work) .5 g
£ : Total ... 9,261
Poor-house.—XNil, . ‘ .
¢ ' Village relief— \ . .
The number on the rolls in the 11 kitcheng is oA . 2,019 3
‘And the number fed on Saturday, the 19th instant, is i 1,048
. Result of dinspection of relief kitehens during the_fortnight—
—— =5 == e
_ Apyssiox, Reszcrep.
- Date. Kitchens. . - - X7
. » o ' Men. Women. | Children. Men: ‘Women. J Children.
= 4th Sop'»embo . 18 ety 34 >
8th ~ ,, : o : 2 g lbv v ek e
15th ” ve 3 3 15 .o . e -
» 9th » e s g o 4 e .o 1
18th - |, 5 S 23 15 . ve
Sth 1 . e » :. .. .. . $
16th - 32 a1 2 19 % 3 LI
9th » .. 3 3+ 22 $ vy . . :
: 16th i JF i CRn T . i
10th " e 3 3
{;lg 200 ¥ 2 22
- lg :: g :: : 3
A1 ke b 4
lm [} P2 3 s 3
19th P 0 3 . v
20 s b 2
9th " sy . - 1
12th 6

taluk 'fﬁj&ﬁhlﬁfﬂnﬁgies‘ and
: State of the imports by ra
by rail, .
villages, but the sapply is 1

L » b

and other parts of Mysore hitherto.
owing to heavy imports to other parts.

oty

1311 Ocroer -1891, No. 959, Revexvs,
s, *  State of market— Prices of fbod-yraiﬂ;.-s-f,’l_‘hé‘ljﬁ@:éf
.« that of rigi has risen from 91 measures in the previous fortr
rupee during the fortnight. Ragi®is imported hyg@] to

STATE OF MARKET AND #RICE OF FOOD-GRAIY,
i i

Rice. J Cholum. - Ragi.

-

5} i e

S L3

- The number of villages vzf.sz"ted during

o

b i L |

o

Date. Names of villages. .. W

¥th September 1891 ..
P




StaTemenT showing th SR : .
g e’number of loan applications received and disposed of in Wandiwash taluk for the fortnight ending Saturday, the 19th September 1891
: ay, < { er 10v1.
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13t OcropEr 1891, No. 959, REVENUE. : : 13mm Ogronun: 1841, No. 959, REVENUE. ' 5
e R e A A A A : s AT R i i ot o e S e S
I P S5 : % . Endorsement by w. J. H. LE FANU, Esq., Collector of North Arcot, dated
(] 4 g | " f % 5 :g;: < & ; . : Pélar, 24th Se_ptember 1891, Perdl. No. 7068,
R 3 | ety 2 , Submitted. A rainfall of 75 cents took place on the 22nd instant. 1t has only
| é 3% s ity B benefited cattle in a small way. There are .at.few pools for drinking water, and some
! 2 = Tl o é’ grass will spring up in ten days. The cqndxtlon of cattle is very bad, notwithstand-
| d Fid s e 2 ing that our avenue _tregs——mostly the Ficus religiosa—are being hacked out of shape.
| i = |z | §s5 g to feed them. At the village of Vengunam the ryots offered the’ whole herd to any
| 2 B Hiip el FRM . 2 one who would take them. I suggested to 2 by-stander to take a pair of bullocks, Jbut
| 28 3 283 8 he said ¢ what’s the use 9 there is no grass.” The official returns of ‘mortality
B e e b tEd 9% amongst _cattle are worthless. In fact there is no column for deaths by starvation. .
| &2 s b 2 |3 2 2 % 1 have been inquiring into the matter and the fact is that cattle have been dying, i)
| E » P gigg 8.8 not by hundreds, but by:thousands. From J anuary to December 1890 the number
1 gw ol 2 gég‘é;,j g . of cattle hides purchased in the three tanneries in Wandiwash was 6,759. In 189L
o & iR 4R 4 RR0 L3R RE the number from January to May was. 4,285. The number frour June fo 20th Sep-
4 A e e g B3eaet =3 tember was 21,473. This excludes the numbef sent to tanneries at Trivattur (Arcot),
oo S ’ EEoamg EE ‘ Ranipet, Arcot, Chetput, Tindivanem and Arni which the®tannery people estimate
| L 2 |8 S3z2tails at 42,000, of which they say one-third, or 14,000, came from Wandiwash. This
g |28318| d=:le FEEEEiEas would bring the total mortality in the one taluk to 39,708. I am muking further
B EE 255552 55 8 inquiries abeut this and will report again. The figures, however, from the Wandi-
L I At el Be e 8 _wash tanneries ‘are no estimates but facts, which, with the fear of the income-tax ;
5 | B2 |.| 42 2.0 8 i§35°35 3= l S ! before them, the tanners would not be likely to exaggerate. ~ :
;é 25 e e e % . 9. The failure of water in Wandiwash is very serious. Shavi crops under wells -
Bz 2| £ row-og 27121 g may be seen anywhere. ‘Some wells are absolutely dry. Others contain so little that
4 faips 8 8y 2o . { baling has heen given up. The main drinking-water tank of Wandiwash contains
B g 19 feet of water when full. Not only is it dry to the floor, but, at great cost, we have
: ez 5 8 83 o | sunk in one place 21 and in another 93 feet through the solid rock before striking
80 1 Gua 3% : ' AR water, and even then the supply is very geanty. e " :
; g L i ‘ 3, The price of ragi at Wandiwash has suddenly risen to 14-56 measures, or only
E e BE b about half a measure above the official scarcity rate of the district. As the Board are
- - & s 2 #3233 aware, the average price of the distriet hag risen 1n the last week, at a bound, by
2o S i@ 5 E2E 2 ] : nearly two measures for ragi, and the average for rice 18 higher than the scarcity rate.
2 g ot g .4 i The merchants are now thoroughly alarmed, and unless heavy rain comes a further :
i o 08 % -g = ” i jump is imminent. e iy pen
2 E R %y 3 o ol 4. Tn another.communication 1 have urged the necessity for preparing further
- B e | 2.1 Eﬁ 53 = 5 B : estimates for large Public. Works Department works for this taluk—the Cheydr
241 4 gl £ ~fak S 5 extension, &e. I request that the matter may have urgency allowed it. Unless good s
k] i 28 @ g i ' rain comes soon a crisis is ab hand for which Wwe should be prepared on all'sides. :
BE u s |s 83 s =|3 g { " The Cheyér channel already sanctioned is practically worked out, and 3,000 coolies
2 -ié P s R £ 23 g 3.2 2l & will be on our hands in a few days. :
z ag™ g gt 1 . :
wmd | s A 238 | 8223 |8 £ ; - | :
‘ggg | g ol 4% z Eéé’ B |smed-zig |3 - * Resolution—dated 1st October 1891, No. 620. . .
E 5ol B = f_:* e vap i k| .Submitted for the information of Govgmment- .
& o EBg2Z| 45%83= g 9. During the fortnight ending 19th September there was a slight fall of rain in
50 B Lo a® 18 baE g2l T Faa parts of the Wandiwash taluk, but it was too partial and too slight to be of much value
EE: g e g for agricultural operations. The only standing crops 1n the taluk are those under
gt .0 P 222z |z | 5 well irrigation and the supplies in wells are stated to be failing and much crop is & i
- 3 e withering under them. There was 2 ‘fall’ of ‘75 inch subsequently on the md® -
3 % S A instant, but it is reported not to have done much good beyond improving the supplyof =+
2 %35 B 5-3 ER drinking water and encouraging the growth of grass. : 2 g :
» £z ggg 2 3. The price of rice fell slightly from 105 to 11-05 seers per rupee, but that of
¥ 5 g SESH E ragi rose from the steady rate it had maintained during August of 17:29 to 1456 .
i T gs | 32 4 seers per rupee. It«s, however, still 13 seers below the district scarcity rate, 13 seers
& s "3 . e per rupee, at Wandiwash. The Collector fears that, unless a good fall of rain comes, *
- 2 53 2=22 it may rise still further. The price of ragi which is being imported n enormous
. %'é : . H‘g =8 uantities from Mysore depends very largely upon.the state of the season there which
Eg § 3‘;::-:32 has latterly given cause for anxiety. ; : ‘
i g- E-8 : : s
é‘o i . ,pﬁ"é‘,a % ‘




4. The condition of the people is

unless a good fall of rain o
be serious. The distres
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generally fair, but they are losing heart, and
ctober the consequences must

S is stated to be breaking down the prejudices of the
people in regard to the acce in ki

ing. The supply of drinking water is becoming very limited
and the difficulties attending its

provision at. Wandiwash are' as described by the

done by deepening small wells i being done.

uk is a very serious matter. * Pasture

en in ‘the forest reserves, which have all been long since

supply of leaves of trees can only laqt a short. tlﬂ;le- :
The number of deaths that have occurred is evidenced by the enormous increase in the
number of hides taken to the tanneries for sale, and their present weakened condition
must greatly decrease the ability of the cat

éxposure and over

tle to perform the n operations of
carried off by the combined effects of

-eating rapidly grown grass if the usual north-east monsoon rains fall
in abundance,

6. During the fortnight 199
Rs. 19,784 ; of these, 186, i i

applications for loans were disposed of, involving

» Involving Rs, 16,130, were accepted, bringing the total
. numbey accepted singe the

of which Rs, 1,08,261 has

that are now being dug from ad
report in hig fortnightly diaries t

point of visiting during his teurs some bf the wells
vances in the vi

hat he has done 80, giving the results of his inspections.

commencement of distress to 1,614, involving Rs. 1,96,591, *

-two wells only had b‘een‘
der construction at the end of the fortnight. The

he happens to visit, and should v

. T. The question of Providing some Jar Public Works Department work in the
taluk has already been referred to the Cln%; Engineer for Irrigation, who will be :
Yequested to treat the reference as very urgent. : s i
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