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Season, Salem.
Directing that the Commissioner of Settle-
ment, &c., should visit the district and consult
with the Collector at once as to whether any
measures for the relief of distress can be taken,
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» to sanction the appointment of a Special
P pnz Collector and of Special Sub-Magis-
trate should necessity arise. / 0 :
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AVERAGE RAIN- AvEion oF - :
i g e 10 YEARS ENDING 1888-89. 1889-90. 1890-91.
SIX YEARS ENDING 1887‘88. 3
1875-76.
Rain - registering - & . P : 2 2
statious. % e & *» 2 S g
B % & @ ! 3
E o~ 5 Q% P o o] o o
SE |84 | 35| 5§ |32 |28 32|28 22 |5t
B8 |55 | %5 |54 | %8 | SF | %5 | cE | %EE | G:
&+ 18% 1954 <" NGBS 2 3 < &
Hosir Taluk. INS, INS. INS INS, INS INS INS. INS, INS. INS,
2064 | . 1358 17-20 11-88 2121 1465 2086 12:06
g::;i:nikét.a; 1650 | 1327 | 1095 | 1228 | 20:90 | 1150 | 2557 | 19-28
S‘S 1857 13-42 1407 12-08 21-05 1307 2321 1567
=
Erishnagiri Taluk. §
Krishnagiri § 'g' 18-41 13:31 17 63 11:40 2340 13-28 17-23 19-81
Tirupattr Taluk. 5
s
Ti tar .. -2 2197 1368 22-80 13-20 20-41 1073 2284 776
V‘ﬁr!:.’il:;mbé.di g 1889 13 87‘ 17:01 1313 24-33 16-78 22-34 833
) g - .
§ a 20-43 | 13770 1990 | 1316 | 2237 1375 | 2259 804
=
Uttankarai Taluk. -2
3 ohny )
Uttankarai w 17:90 13:74 21-38 16-58 2060 728 22:03 6-60
Haru: i 15-81 1472 21-89 15-15 15-96 10°10 17:65 1262
16-85 14-23 2163 15-86 18-28 869 19-84 J 962
Shevaroy Hills 42-38 24-98 44 70 24-50 6053 14:55 3220 2038
District Average .. 23-04 12:26- 20°06 14-09 18:35 11-62 2582 ! 10:63 18-98 12-33

Taking the district asa whole it will be seen that the rainfall as a whole has been
deficient except in one year, when there was a slight excess,
be seen that while there was an excess under the south-west monsoon, there was a
In that year, also, the distribution of the rauin was

3530 average for 6 years ending 1876.
o ” 1888,

3415 do.
20-97  do.
3645 do.
3131  do.

deficiency under the north-east.

not normal.

for 10 do.

do.

of 1588-89.
of 18%9-90,
of 1690-91.

the south-west monsoon of 1889-90.
normal in all 3 years, while the north-east has failed.

bad seasons otherwise. .
east monsoon, the last good, but the rest have been failures.
two failures of the south-west monsoon.

In that one year it will

been practically normal, while the same is true of Krishnagiri.

north-east monsoous have been failu es.

been failures,

above remarks may be summarized in the annexed statement where—

U stands for unfavorable, or considerably below the average.

F stands for favorable season, or nearly up to, or above, the average ; and

Looking into the details of the statement, it will be seen that the rainfall
has been deficient in Salem division, of the Salem taluk, in all monsoons but one—
In Rasipur, the south-west monsoon has been
Omaldir has had oue good
season with one failure of the south-west monsoon, and but a slight deficiency in the
north-east. Atir has had one failure of the north-east monsoon and not altogether
Ndmakal has had one good south-west monsoon and one north-
Paramathi has had but
In Hostr, both divisions, the seasons have
In Tirupatir divi-
sion the south-west monsoons have practically not failed at all, while the last two
In Viniyambddi the season has been the
same, except that only one north-east monsoon hus failed. In the Uttankarai division,
the south-west monsoon has not failed, but the two last north-east monsoons have
In the Harur division, however, the seasons have been normal.

The
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1888-89, 1889-90. y 1890-91.
Rain A : Total
-registering Total Yn-
stutions. Eouth- North- South - r North- South- North- (Favorable. | g,0rable
WesL mon- | east mon- | west mon- | east mon- | west mon-| east mon- .
soon. s00m. soon. ‘ soon, goon. soon.

Balengels Loe o o U U F U U U 1 5
Rasipur is ol - F U F U F U 3 3
Omalfr 2 Ly o K U F F F ¥ b 1
Atdr ., 7 o 5 F F F U F ¥ 5 1
Nimakal SRS e % U U F U u F 2 4
'I-:t_irmmthx ", - . U ¥ F F U ¥ 4 2
Tiruchengéd - o 5o U U F U U F 2 4
Sankaridrug o 5% U U F U U U 1 5
Dharmnpuri , ., - ¥ ¥ U F U U F 3 3
Pennagaram o = U 1 F U U U 1 5
Fosdri oy . Vo U U F F ¥ F 4 2
Denkanikota o U U F U F F 3 3
Krishnagiri ., e 3 kT U F K F F 4 2
Tirupatur . = - F F F U ¥ U 4 2
Viniyambadi o AT F F ¥ F F U b 1
Uttankarai ., o 7% F ¥ F U ¥ U 4 2
Harur s ‘s G F F F U F F 5 1
Shevaroys . % 3 F F F U U U 3 3

__ From this we learn that the Salem division of the Salem taluk, the Sankari
division of Tiruchengéd, and the Pennagaram division of Dharmapuri have had only
one normal monsoon in the last six—the south-west monsoon of 1889-90. The Ndmakal

~ division of Ndmakal, the Tiruchengdéd division of Tiruchengdéd have had only two

normal monsoons in the last six, but those have been the south-west of 1889-90 and
the north-east of 1890-91. Rasipur, Denkanikdéta, Dharmapuri and Shevaroys have
had three normal and three unfavorable monsoons ; and in the rest of the district there
has been a preponderance of normal.

3. Monsoons.—The following table shows the actual deficiency in the rainfall :—

‘ 1888-89. 1889-90. 1890-91.
Taluks. | South-west | North-east | South-west | North-east | South-west | North-cast
monsoon monsoon nmonsoon i monsoon nonsoon monsoon
(April to | (October to (Aprilto | (October to | (April to (October to
September). | March). | September). | March). ‘ September). | March).
Salem .. iy .e . e — 260 —_ 377 9-22 — 2°9¢ — 104 — 392
Atar . o . o v | o — 047 — 085 3-93 — 635 + 232 — 192
Namakal o - e — 307 — 390 -+ 990 — 307 — 520 + 272
Tiruchengéd .. e - — 544 — 583 + 523 — 421 - 534 — 291
Dharmapuri ., . * — 321 — 499 + 373 - 509 —  H41 — 175
Hosar .o .. — 450 — 1'34 2-48 — 035 + 464 + 225
Krishnagiri .. . — 078 — 191 j: 499 — 003 — 118 -+ 650
Tirupatar . - vie | — 053 — 061 + 1-94 — 002 + 216 — 573
Uttankarai e e - | + 478 + 163 4+  1-43 — 551 -+ 299 — 461
Shevaroy Hills + 182 | — 048 | 4 1815 — 1043 | — 10:18 ;| — 460
Total Average .. J — 171 — 247 + 576 r — 346 — 108 — 176

4. The following statement shows the monthly rainfall in each taluk and the
rainfall up to date.
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It will be seen from the above that the minor showers in April 1891, which are
not due to the influence of any of the monsoons, were about the average in all the
taluks,

In May 1891, however, about the end of which the south-west monsoon usually
bursts with an average of 4:22 inches, there was Jittle or no rain in Salem, Ndmakal,
Dharmapuri, Hostr, Uttankarai and even on the Shevaro,y' Hills. In Atir, Tiru-
chengdéd and Tirupatir, the rains were much less than, and in Knshnggu:l about, the
average for the respective taluks. The total average rainfall of_ the district was only
*96 of an inch against 3-62 in 1890-91, 282 in 1889-90, 3:61 in 1888-89 and 4-22,
the average of the 10 years ending 188788, ; :

In June 1891, the rainfall was above the averages of the respective taluk in
Salem, Ndmakal, Tiruchengéd, Hostr, Krishnagiri, Tirupatir and Uttankarai, and
below it in the Atdr and Dharmapuri taluks and on the Shevaroys. The total
average rainfall of the district was 2:61 inches against 2:08, the average of the 10
years ending 1887-88. = : : e g R aes o2 o : '

In July 1891, the rainfall was tonsiderably less than the average in all the
taluks except Atir, Dharmapuri and Hostir, where it was about half the-average,

In August 1891 (up to 22nd), except in Atiir, Dharmapuri, Hostr and Tirupatir

where the rainfall was between 1 and 2 inches, there was little. or no rain in the
remaining taluks, R ' A5 A

5. Thus the position may be summed up by saying that the south-west monsoon

has completely failed throughout the distriet, and that it has followed a succession of

bad seasons in the Tiruchengéd and Salem taluks, especially in the Sankaridrug
division and in the western part of Salem, and in the P aram division of

Dharmapuri, while in the Uttankari division and the Tirupatir divisions, it has followed
three in different monsoons. In the rest of the district the position is not materially

aggravated by former bad seasons.

6. Cullivation.—Statement A, herewith submitted, compares the occupied area,

cultivation (1st crop), &c., in each of the faslis 1296 to 1300.

The extent cultivated in fasli 1300, 1890--01, in many instances exceeds even
that in the last favorable year, viz., fasli 1296, and is not of itself an index to the

state of the season. The rains of J une, which were nearly normal, led to the plough-
ing and sowing of the land. But owing to the subsequent failure of the rains, the

crop on all the lands so sown, except those under wells, has been lost and the ryots
are only the poorer by the loss of their seed. The crop has now been totally lost on

all dry lands sown prior to, and in the early part of, July. -

From the amount of remissions granted, however, it may be seen that the season
in the faslis from 1298 has been bad in the Salem, Tiruchengéd and Uttankarai
taluks, : . '

yos

7. A statement B, showing the cultivation in each month of the five years ending

1890-91 and in each month up to July of the current year in each taluk, is sub-
mitted. The following is an abstract thereof -— e s

: T ek
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I SR s e e =S NN AR A KR S P
’ APRIL May Juxe,
Talaks. —_—
Dry. Wet Dry f Wet Dry ’ Wet.
b Y |
1 2 3 4 ’ 5 | s ) 7T | s
ACS. ACS. ACS, ACS. ACS, ACS.
Average of five years
Salem . ending 1890-91 ,, 7,763 1,377 11,982 1,122 25,263 | 1,241
1891-92° ., . 2,357 921 3,685 768 18,695 | 986
Aty Average 52 - 852 1,024 409 564 1,852 1,437
"t 1891-92 ., ] 312 413 207 174 2,925 | 1573
. Average ve o 1,818 1,292 2,505 1,250 8,007 2,166
Nimakal { 180192 [0 1| 1ly5 1,068 2,576 2,554 4,755 1,668
; Average ., .. 2,722 1,173 16,565 1,826 22,189 1,200
Tiruchengéd . { 1891-92 ., .. 5,172 993 | 4,347 | 366 30,997 1,592
Average -~ o 681 2,053 332 371 5,004 676
Hogor o | ooy LR 3 “ 1 } 6 ol B
: Average . o 581 | 607 9,340 1,335 31,393 | 1,605
Dharmapuri o { 189192 .. ' 713 | 736 [ 2142 f "987 19,673 [ 1,037
- . . | Average % e 540 467 1,835 | 936 17,010 755
Krishnagiri . {1 189192 .. . 28 | 132 | o4s I N B
s 5 Average s o 837 | 268 3 345 2,336 96
: Tirupatar . v --{ 1891-92 3 o ’:‘ f 9 . ’ Z | “5 ; .?33 .tum
5 Average .. .. 315 | 260 203 | 105 7,041 472
Uttankarai | sorge o o | 6 19 1 6 1,178 50
f—— | — —_— —
Total { Average .. ., | 16109 8,551 | 43,608 | 7,854 | 130,008 10,512
. l 1891-92 ., . 9857 | 4,207 | 13,203 | 5,538 78,223 . 6,906
Jury ‘ Torar.,
e
Taluks. |
. — Dry. { Wet, f Dry. Wet,
) - R
! 9 | 10 11 12
r J ACS ' ACS, ‘ ACS J ACS
Average of five years end- ‘? |
Salem ing 1890-91 "~ ,, .. 44,692 1,440 | 89,700 - 5,180
| 189192 ., .. | 46,956 2,510 71,693 | 5,185
A | Average ., . . 6,880 2,462 9,993 | 5,487
alge { o vagedl ol 726 572 | 4,170 | 2,732
£ = | Average ,, ¥ - 19,082 3,397 31,412 8,105
Namakal {150 e e 5,449 | 1,948 | 14,039 71238
ny - | Average ., oa ow il 30,256 404 ‘ 71.732 4 603
Tiruchengéd {[ 189192 .. .1 " 41,648 ; 981 | 82,164 3l
Average ,, il . 16,143 1,384 22,160 4,
Hosgr ' {[ 1891-92 . 01 o7 10,948 f 4132 J 10,952 4,
. Average ., " - 16,115 1,195 57,429 4,
D}mrmapun . o { [ 1891-69 . .. . 25,984 | 1,387 1] 48 y q,
Lo - | Average ., - oo | 33,706 2,007 :
Krishnagiri { ‘ 1891—555;‘2 . 0.74'78) j z,xoé ’[ i
P | Average 21,652 904 2
Tirupatér .. {? 1891-92 ‘ 30,429 ‘ 2,397 2,
v s Average 14,873 484 :
Uttankarai {‘1391-9“2 l 21,942 | 843
} ]
Average ., ., | 203,399 13,677 393,214 40,594
9 | » )
Total .. { 1891-92 [ 291,560 (1 17,578 322,843 f 34,310

The average cultivation of the five years ending 1890-91 amounts to 1,221,536
acres under dry and 125,708 acres under wet, and the average cultivation up to the
end of July on the average of the same five years is 393,214 acres under dry and
40,594 acres under wet. The cultivation in the current year up to the end of July
amounts to only 322,843 acres under dry, and 34,319 acres under wet, or 82:10 and

. 84-54 per cent., respectively, of the average figures. The decrease occurs in all the

taluks except Tiruchengéd and Uttankara; In Tiruchengéd the timely rains in May
and June seem to have induced many ryots to cultivate their lands in the hope of
getting further rains which unfortunately disappointed them. Tn Uttankarai the
increase is small. The amount of cultivation under the south-west monsoon is, it will be
seen, large under normal conditions in Salem, Nfmakal, Tiruchengdéd and the taluks
of the sub-division. In the former taluks, a large amount of dry cultivation is also

made in the months of August, September, October and November. But as quite
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tivation made up to July must have been lost, it will be seen that
':]}?gffz(:ifhﬁg ;? ttaﬁec':(}uth—west monsoI:)n ir} g;xose taluks following seasons such as I
have shown above must be a more serious matter than even in other parts of the
distriet.

8. Prices.—The following statement compares'the number of seers of 80 tolas
of grain and other articles of produce per rupee in each of the years 188788 to
1890-91. Particulars for the years 1887-88 to 18§9-90 have been taken from
Board’s Proceedings, dated 20th September 1890, No. 283 :— ;

Price

: April | Ma June July |on 22nd

Names of grains. 1887-83. 1888-80.|1889-90. 1890-91.| R | oAy | fume R0 "1‘,}%‘1’“
;i : 136 | 122 1072 | 1035 1034 | 1005 | 969 | ..

Riog, Mok moet .o o 9 Doty STl }ég 152 | 14:0 | 12447 | 121 | 120 | 116 | 113 | 1062
Rice, 2nd sort v e .| 20| 234| 210 1863 | 1822 1789 | 1758 | 1685 | ..
B e o il (g | SR S| cup ke ] asine 1 rnge] 1oy K

El0y, Stk 0 e il Sad 303 | 29| 260( 2239| 215 | 212 | 213 | 193 | 17907

Cholum oo Uil 295 262 268| 2330 | 214 | 207 | 202 | 195 | 1819

b I N BN e T 315 | 2827 | 258 | 259 | 2443 | 226 | 2134
Bagl . e o as Gy . 366 335 32:1 | 3064 | 2622 | 2599 | 2552 | 2465| ..
Varagu i & e e ko B < 29-9 232 | 21:10 | 2423 | 2388 | 2325 | 2188 ..
B - e et Gee | BigRd Ciaaniant ovea |iaeac) 1ors e

It will be seen that with the exception of horse-gram and salt, the prices of all

- the articles have, year after year, risen gradually, owing to a succession of bad seasons.
The rise is most perceptible in 1890-91. The present prices are considerably higher
than the average of 1890-91, but they are not unprecedented, as from the book con-
taining the  prices and wages in India ”’ pgbhshe.d_ by the Qrovemmept of India, it is
observed that prices higher than the present prices ruled in the district in certain

years as shown below :— -

Years. Rice. Ragi. Cholum. Cumbu,

SEERS, BEERS. BEERS. SEERS.

1866 Ty g P it 10:8 17-7 - 61 165
1867 BT A A g 8- 12:3 1155 . 125

TR SR T 10-5 168 163 174
1869 o TS G e EE 20°1 = &

1876 Bt s luke: or bede e 19-28 o gt
1877 e e L 2 695 8-31 8-22 7

1878 PR R LR 8:35 12-08 11'18 1155

1879 4 Ere Py 10:3 1745 15-82 1€-38

The above jears are, of course, fa_zifi'ne years, or years immgdiately succeeding
such years. . , 4 .

9. A statement C, showing the average prices at each price-registering-station
since 188889, is' submitted. The following statement gives particulars for the taluk
kasbah stations :—

-

- ’: At Average | Average | Average | Average m‘;d‘;’;
Tluks pric Tor | prce fo | rica for | i for | prio for | prio for | price Jor | tho 2204
1888-89. | 1889-90. | 1890-91. | TBXF 1860 1991 l e Alz;%aft

Rice, 2nd sort.
a5 et 16+31 15-09 1284 13-16 12:78 1222 11-64 11-28
‘éﬁﬁ*m" i e S M E o Rigs 1316 12-53 11-28 11-28 10-90 10-49 10°34
Hostr 0 akv e e 14-64 12-99 1208 11-88 11-34 11-88 11-3¢ 1080
Dharmapuri 5. 1582 1454 12:72 1285 1817 12:85 1143 10-80
Krishnagiri .. .. .. 15-90 14-30 12-81 11-98 12-63 1091 10:99 | 1107
Nama®al. ¢ .. ' e e 15:93 1473 1208 | 13:30 | 1311 1282 1187 1175
Tiruchengéd 4 i 1463 13:79 1176 1140 11-40 11-40 1140 1034
Uttankarai .. .. .. 15-20 1332 11-48 1092 1092 1045 10:92 9-74
Tirapatfr .. .. .. 14-23 13-3¢ 1207 1073 10-45 10-26 1023 950

wy
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. Price on
Avers, Average | Average | Averace
Average | Average | Average ke i . .rag ory YeTage | Saturda
Taluks. ; price for pricemg)r price f%r pl}fe iflor p"ﬁe for pr}ce for pr:ﬁﬁ for the 2;2:1()17
1888-89. | 1889-90. | 1890-91. 1901 1801, s August
. e 1891. 1891. 1891
Ragi.
Atfir 4, ot . 22-95 28:71 2558 24-79 2240 23-25 22:54 i 2052
Salem st 55 e 30-38 38:20 27-27 24-79 2513 23-94 21-89 I 20-94
Hosfir we ve .e 30-39 42:15 36-49 32-98 32-08 31-04 27°16 [ 2716
Dharmapuri . > 31'75 3267 29-95 27-93 27-64 26:09 2405 21'34
Krishnagiri % e o 31+16 31°10 28-22 25-51 2628 22-40 "21-34 20-37
Néamakal el v e 29-74 29-30 25-01 24-61 23-35 2]1-84 20-54 20-52
Tiruchengéd . - 26-17 26-87 2469 22:09 2184 21-84 19-10 2052
Uttankarai ,, R o 32:67 2966 25-80 2352 23-52 23-52 21-00 20-16
Tirupa.tﬁr o) e e 30°88 27-84 2589 21-92 21-84 21-33 19-81 | 20-58
Cholum. {
Atar oo . ok 2539 26:92 | 22-11 | * 21-11 20-93 2457 20-69 ‘ 18:20
Balem o e s 25-81 2575 21-87 20-93 21-11 2093 18:65 | 18-20
Hosir - DT I e iih ‘v P = i { i
Dharmapuri i . o 55 oK - . i = | i
Krishnagiri e 7 e 0-92 28:90 28-26 2592 24-08 2224 21-80 | o
Namakal ,, . .| 624 28-17 21°19 | *© 21-09 21-00 2153 1895 |  20-02
Tiruchengsd et b 2435 2511 21-27 19-58 18:95 | 1869 1625 | 17-29
Uttankarai . " - n i v 5 " -~ . ‘ Wi
‘Tirupatar |, ‘e e 23:09 |* .. i v e . oo
Cumbu. ( !
Atfir .o . .o 2791 27-70 2522 22-96 21-81 22:30 22:04 | . 20+60
Balem .o we o 22-89 24-22 23-59 21-32 21-32 21'15 2042 19-68
Hosfir s < — s oo »'a ae e s %
Dharmapuri o s oo 8 s .. b " v o 55 y
Krishnag"iri ol v 55 29-78 3C-28 26-60 22-56 22-37 | 2049 19-83 { 17-86
Namakal % & . « 28-05 28-47 21-06 2065 1871 17-82 17°63 18-04
Tirllchengéd . .. 2213 2527 22-72 " 21-30 2073 2000 18-45 18-04
Uttankarai |, <n - 30-92 26-58 | 24-80 22-68 22:68 2268 20-25 17-82
Tirupatdr . ve o 27°57 2543 ‘ 22-76 20-41 19-44 19-19 | © 17-82 15:38

It will be seen from the above that the price of second-sort rice is considerably
higher in Tirupatir (9:50) and Uttankarai (9°74) than in the other taluks—Salem
and Tiruchengéd following them ; that the price of ragi, the standard grain for the
district, rules highest in Uttankarai ; ‘that cholum, the price of which in July at
Tiruchengdd was 16-25 seers, has since fallen to 1729 seers the rupee, and that it is
the highest at which it sells ; and that cumbu sells as high as 16:39 and 1782 seers
the rupee in Tirupatdr and Uttankarai, respectively. .

10. A statement D showing the average monthly prices is submitted.

11 The staple grains of the district are second-sort rice, ragi, cholum and cumbu,
and their scarcity rates as fixed in G.0., dated 11th September 1880, No. 1137, are
compared below with the prevailing rates :— ‘

Scarcity rate |
Normal rate, sanctioned for P
r?e‘;e;ag?n i.e., average ( the district in I:;;mes__,f(;rr ‘ I’fergentage Percentage
Staple grains. pth £ o8 lof three years, G.0., dated 0 woek ;| of rise over | below the
grar e famine ending 11th Septem- ending 22nd | the normal searcity
year 1877. 1875-786. ber 1880, August 1891.| rates. rates.
No. 1137.
1 2 3 4 5] 6 7
Rice .. ' . - . 73 14-30 85 10°62 ‘ 2573 | 24:94
Ragi .. .. .. .. 9-2 2752 13'5 21-34 2246 | 5807
Cholum . . 875 2325 115 1819 21-76 1 5817
Cumbu . 9:3 25-92 130 17-97 30-67 f 38-23

It will be seen from the above that while the price of ragi and cholum shows a
rise of less than 25 per cent. over the normal rates, that of rice shows a rise of 25-73
per cent. and cumbu 30°67 per cent. The large rise in the price of cumbu is due to
the entire failure of the cumbu crop sown in May and June owing to want of rain in
July and August. The price of ragi which is the standard grain for this district is
5807 per cent. below the scarcity rate. ’
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12. Having given particulars for the whole district regarding rainfall, cultivation
and prices, I proceed to review the state of each taluk as repc_)rted to me by the
Mahsildars. The Personal Assistant Deputy Collector has submitted a report on the
Omaldr division of the Salem taluk and the General Charge Deputy Collector on the
Némakal division.. Copies of their reports are submitted. ) :

" 18. At#r.—The rainfall of one inch on the 17th of August has improved the
condition of the standing crops, viz., ragi, cumbu, ind.igo and paddy. No agricultural
operations are in progress. Ryots wait for further rains. Pasture is scanty. Water-
supply is insufficient. - T

14, Krishnagiri—The standing crops, viz., cumbu, ragi, samai and gingelly-
oil seeds are fading for want of rain. Pasture is scarcely available ; in some parts
cattle are dying. Water-supply is insnﬂi.ciel'xt for agricultural operations. It is
obtained with difficulty in some parts for drinking purposes. :

15. Tz‘rupatzir.—Thé standing cl_'t')ps are cumbu, varagu, cholum, avarai (beans),
thovarai (dholl), castor-oil plants, sugarcane an_d paddy. Those in the Yicinity of
good wells and under the Pélér irrigation are in a somewhat good “condition, In
some places cumbu is lost ; in other places it ‘is withering for want of rain. Ragi
and samai were sown after the rains in'the past week. A greater portion of land is
lying waste for want of rain. Pasture is scanty. Drinking-water supply is defective
in some places. ; 5 G s

16. Hosir.—The standing crops, viz., ragi, avarai (beans), cumbu and gingelly

have improved by the recent fall of rain. Paddy and sugareane are in good condi-
tion in some places. Ragi and avarai (beans) have been sown. Pasture and fodder
are insufficient. Deaths among cattle are reported. Cattle are being taken to forest
~ parts for grazing purposes. Water-supply for drinking purposes is sufficient ; for
agricultural operations ifels insufficient, ; Feldie

17. Dharmapuri.—The standing erops, viz., paddy, cumbu, varagu, samai and
ragi are in good condition. Paddy and gingelly were harvested ; the outturn .was
from 8 to 12 annas. Paddy, ragi, samai, varagu, avarai (beans) and oil-seeds are
cown. Pasture is insufficient. Water-supply is sufficient for drinking purposes, but
it is insufficient for agricultural operations. The Tahsildar states that if ‘there be mno
rain within four or five days it is expected that the crops will begin to fade. 1 have
since heard that there wds an inch of rain at Palcode on'the night of the 23rd.

18. Ndmakal.—The crops under the Canvery channels are in an excellent eondi-
tion. The crops under wells, except inkthe Kahilakurichi firka, where the supply in
wells is insafficient, arer in a fair condition. The crops on other lands, viz., eholum,
ragi, cumbu, thenai and cotton have improved by the rainfall, on the 15th and 17th
August, of five and two tenths respectively. Lands are being ploughed up everywhere,
and in parts where the recent rains fell varagu, samai and cumbu are being sown.
Pasture is insufficient except in the Cauvery parts and at the foot of the Kollimalais.
Fodder is exported to the Salem and Tiruchengdd taluks. Water-supply for drink-
ing purposes is just sufficient in the Shendamangalam firka, but insufficient else-
where. Water-supply for agricultural operations is insufficient except in the Cauvery
parts. Cumbu and cholum have been harvested in some places ; the outturn was from
4 to 12 annas. Paddyis being harvested under the Cauvery channels, and the outturn
is-from 12 to 16 annas. . ¥ -

19. Uttankarai.—The standing crops, cumbu, avarai (beans), varagu, samai and
thovarai (dholl),-are withering for want of rain. Cattle suffer from.»want of pasture.
Scarcity of water is greatly felt. = Any rain that may hereafter fall will not benefit the
standing crops, but may help to sow paddy, cumbu, &c. Harvests and other agricul-
tural operations are nil. CHolera is prevalent in parts of the taluk.

A statement (E) showing the area cultivated under each crop during the past
four months, compared with the average of the same months of the three years ending
1889-90, is submitted, from which it will be seen that 24,045 acres were cultivated
against the three years’ average of 18,646 acres and against the five years’ average of
23,783 acres. The increase of cultivatiof over the three years’ average is due to the
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. fact that in those years cultivation was much less than in the two previous years.
v Of the area cropped, viz., 24,045 acres, cumbu, cholum and ragi cover more than hdlf.
‘j The information furnished by the Tahsildar on the state of the season is meagre, and
b the Head Assistant Collector will be asked to submit a detailed report as early as
\ possible. '

- 20. Salem.—The standing crops, viz., paddy, ragi, pani varagu, cumbu, samai,

: ,5 cholum, thenai, gingelly, castor-oil seeds, thovarai (dholl), avarai (beans), ground-nut

: and varagu in Mecheri, Omaldr, Salem and Karipatti firkas have already withered or
ool : are fading. The crops under wells in the Rasipur, Salem and Karipatti firkas, are in
a fair condition. Thenai, eumbu and varagu in the Rasipur firka are bemng har-

vested, outturn being from 4 to 8 annas. Agricultural operations are at a standstill

except under wells-in some parts of the Rasipur firka. If there be rain before the

5th September, cholum, varagu, cumbu, ground-nut, avarai (beans), thovarai, (dholl)

and castor-oil seeds in some villages and crops under wells will revive. No

. _erops in the Mecheri firka, however, will be benefited. If rain falls after the 5th
September and before the 15th October, the standing crops will not be benefited

‘except those under wells having a fair supply, which may thrive and yield an outturn

of not more than 8 annas. If rain falls within the 5th September, cholum, perum

cumbu, ragi, karunjamai, tobacco, white thenai, horse-gram, black gram, Bengal gram

and green gram may be sown ; also paddy under wells and irrigation sources. If

rain falls after the 5Hth September and before the 15th October, pani varagu, cholum,

o I perum cumbu, horse-gram, Bengal gram and black gram may be sown or transplanted ;

also paddy under wells and irrigation sources. The Tahsildar reports that small
farmers and agricultural labourers suffer much because they find no labour, that some

. people eat aloe roots and prickly-pear fruits, that cattle suffer much from want of
fodder, and that some of them have actually died. Scarcity of water even for drinking
purposes for men and cattle is very keenly felt except in some villages of the Rasipur,
Karipatti and Salem firkas. Almost all the tanks and streams are empty and supply
in wells is diminishing.

! 21. The  following facts are gathered from the Personal Assistant Deputy
X Collector’s report on the state of season in the Omalir division of the Salem taluk :—

There are 70 tanks in the division. Most of them are empty and none has
received any decent supply. There was literally no cultivation under tanks. Under
only one tank (Gollapatti) this has been commenced, and seedlings have been raised
under a few others. There is no water in the great majority of the wells used for
agricultural purposes. The wells used for drinking purposes are, except in a few
cases which do not, however, supply the requisite quantity of water, nearly dried up.
The loudest complaint which one meets with # as regards the drinking-water supply,
and drought seems to threaten man and beast more than any other, foreboding

* serious alarm. The standing crops are samai, cumbu, cholum, gingelly, ragi,
varagu, pani varagu, castor-oil seeds, thenai, thovarai (dholl) and avarai (beans).
Pani varagu is lost everywhere. Kullan cumbu appears to have been harvested in
some places and yielded a two-anna crop. In some places it is a hopeless crop and
stalks are drying up. Even immediate rainfall will hardly benefit the crop. The
crop is in many places cut and used for fodder. Gingelly is almost lost. Ragi, which is
the most considerable staple grain, is nowhere seen to any appreciable extent. In some
places it has been eaten by green worms. In some villages ragi seedlings raised for
transplantation have been partly lost. Varagu is in a fair condition. Castor-oil seeds
and thovarai (dholl) are in a good céndition. Perum cumbu, cholum, samai, ragi,
and thenai are fading. The Deputy Collector writing on the 6th August censidered
that these crops would revive if rain fell in a fortnight, but there has been no fall
of rain worth mentioning since. The extent cultivated is about 30 per cent. of that
ciltivated in fasli 1296, The year is worse than most of the preceding years in

.h- which rainfall was deficient, and the country presents a serious and an alarming aspect.

P About 8,000 kandagams of ragi and 1,200 of paddy are held in stock exclusive of

k- the stock held by the ryots for their private consumption. The markets are sufficiently

supplied. In no shandy or market has any complaint been received or known as to

' the deficiency of stock for sale to intending purchasers, The grain trade is nowhere
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lax and the supply is equal to the demand, which, however, is on the increase owing -
to the absence of harvest of the early crop which should have been had by this time.
Prices are on the increase. There has,” however, been no sudden rise, but, so far as
the dry grains are concerned, the present prices are 60 per cent. higher than those
which prevailed in the harvest time in a good year and about 40 per cent. higher
than the price which prevailed in the last harvest time. The prices have not reached.
any alarming stage, but are of course very dear. About 40,000 people purchase
grain in markets and about 60,000 live upon their stock, which will earry them from
one month to one year and above. In some places there is pasture and fodder which
are being used up rapidly. In other places they are either quite insufficient or scarce.
In some places roots of grass are dug up and used for cattle. Small and poor
pattadars are using even their thatch for the cattle and, wherever procurable, leaves of
margosa, palmyra, unja, palai and other trees are being utilized as fodder. Cattle are
brought in numbers for sale at markets and their price is falling. The classes that
are suffering much are small pattadars and coolies of the Pariah and Chuckler castes.
About 10,000 persons are out of their usual employment, agricultural operations being
at a’ standstill. Some of them are employed by well-to-do ryots in improving their
lands ; some cut and sell firewood, grass, &ec., in towns ; some who-could obtain credit
take loans and live upon them ; and some have resorted to towns in hopes of finding
cooly there. No serious complaint of starvation has been received, but there is‘no
doubt that difficulties and sufferings exist almost everywheré ; some make up their
food by substituting gruel for solid food with the addition of aloe roots and prickly-
pear fruits. More care is taken by people to spare all means available for purchase of
food. Notwithstanding all this, the people are hopeful of rain under the north-east
monsoon. The Deputy Collector considers that it is too early to start any relief works,
that we may wait till September, and that if rain still holds off measures of relief would
then be very neccssary, the ordinary works being quite sufficient for the present.
The Deputy Collector states that the country west of Suramangalam and south of
Salem-Omaldr road is also reported to be similar in condition to the Omalir divi-
sion. A statement I showing the area cultivated under each crop during the past
four months, compared with the average of the same months of the three years ending
1889-90,.is submitted, from which it will be seen that 75,179 acres were cultivated
up to the end of July against the 3 years’ average of 95,232 acres. Cholum, cumbu and
ragi cover more than half the area. The extent on which crops have been harvested
up to date and the outturn are given below :— :

Crops. : 16 annas. 8 annas. 4 annas. Total. .
. - . 5

- ACS. ACS. Acs. ACS.

Cholum 3 . . . 329 858 448 1,635
Cumbu R I T T oD 8 136 1,245 1,389 .

Ragi .. . . . . 4 68 16 88

Other pulses, &e. ie oo i 25 208 70 303

" Gingelly-oil seeds .o’ .. 4 20 166 239 425

Topes .. . 54 5 ie 89 66 54 209

Total ,. 4756 1,502 2,072 4,049

= o H

92. Tiruchengéd.—Standing crops are eholum, cumbu, ragi, samai, thenai, castor-
oil seeds, avarai (beans), thovarai (dholl), tattapayar, cotton and varagu. All these
crops, except those under wells which have water, are withering or have already
withered, and any rain that may hereafter fall will not benefit them. Agricultural
operations are at a standstill. The first gingelly crop had failed. Cholum under
wells has been harvested in some places. Outturn was from 4 to 8 annas. Cattle
look lean and emaciated from want of fodder. Palmyra and margosa leaves and

atch are used for fodder. The General Deputy Collector has reported that people
sell their jewels, &c., to buy the necessaries of life, that a few families of chucklers

~ have left their homes in search of labour, that it appears that there is no stock of food-

‘grains either in the villages or with the merchants, that food-grains are imported from
other stations, that drinking-water scarcity is the most keenly felt want in this taluk,
and that landless and labouring classes are in urgent need of employment.

>
i
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A statement G showing the area cultivated under each crop during the past four.
months, compared with the average of the same months of the three years ending
1889-90, is submitted, from which it will be seen that 86,095 acres were cultivated up
to the end of July against the three years’ average of 72,614 acres. The increase is
due, as already stated, to the timely rains in May and June, which, however, were not
followed by further rains as expected. Cumbu covers more than 60,000 acres.
Particulars of harvests and outturn are not reported, The standing cumbu crops are
reported to have almost withered.

- 23. The statisties of rainfall, cultivation and prices, and the review of the taluks
given above will show that the only taluks giving cause for anxiety at present are

*Balem, Tiruchengdd and Uttankarai, where there has been a succession of bad seasons

since 1888-89. The whole of the Salem taluk, however, connot be said to be
seriously affected. It is only the western portion, viz., the tract of country lying to
the west of the Tirumanimuthar, that is so. The country on that side of the river is
on a high level and is always the first to be affected by bad seasons. The most
generally felt wants at present are drinking water and fodder. That the first should
fail is not to be wondered at considering the almost complete cessation of rains since
December last, for any rain which has since fallen has been in local and partial
showers. This of course has brought with it a complete failure of pasture.

24. With a view to relieve, as far as our resources allow, the first want, T have,
in my memorandum, dated 7th August 1891, No. 1284-L.F., requested Presidents of
the Taluk Boards, Salem, Ndmakal, and Tirupatiir to take early steps to improve, in
all legitimate ways, the existing drinking-water supply, either by sinking new wells
or deepening and improving existing wells, in those localitiés where the pressure is
most severely felt, and have informed them that for this purpose the District Board
will be prepared to consider favorably applications for extra allotments. The budget

. grant, including subsequent allotments, for improvement of water-supply in the three

Local Fund taluks of Salem, Ndmakal and Tirupatir, which include the affected
localities, amounts to Rs, 3,010, of which Rs. 1,096 have been spent up to July
(inclusive). The Salem Taluk Board has since sanctioned Rs. 1,000 for improvement
of water-supply, and the Ndmakal Taluk Board has applied for an allotment of Rs. 1,487
for deepening the bed of, and improving, the Kamalalayam tank. No intimation of
the steps taken to improve water-supply has been received from the President of the
Tirupatir Taluk Board. I am asking the Presidents of the Taluk Boards concerned to
furnish me with a weekly statement of the progress made in sinking and improving
wells. I believe, however, that estimates have been called for and submitted in most
instances in Salem and Tiruchengdd, and that considerable aid has been already or will

immediately be given.

25. With regard to pasture, on receiving mahazars from certain villagers in the
Salem taluk requesting that their cattle be admitted to grazing in forest reserves
(with reference to the Board’s proposed amendment of section 98 of the Famnine Code—
Board’s Proceedings, dated 9th September 1800, No. 274), T asked the Conservator
of Forests, Southern Circle, in my letter, dated 8th August 1891, Ref. on No. 2828-
Eng., to let me know what forests could be opened to grazing or in which the grazing
rates could be lowered to serve the Tiruchengdd, Salem and Uttankarai taluks. With
reference to the Conservator’s letter in reply, dated 17th August 1891, No. 1853, a
notice has been issued to the effect that during the prevalence of drought grazing of
cattle and sheep but not goats will be permitted free in all the reserved forests and
reserved lands of the Salem, Ndmakal, Tiruchengéd and Uttankarai taluks, except
certain specially protected blocks, subject to the proviso that, if any persons in charge
of, or connected with, the cattle grazing, are found destroying trees or shrub growth
either by hacking or wrenching off with their hands, the concession will at once be
cancelled as regards all cattle in their charge. Nothing more can be done in the
matter.

26. The population principally affected may [be divided into ryots and
agricultural labourers. The former are eager for loans, and it is of urgent impor-
tance, at this critical period, to push on the digging of wells. The special well rules
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district, gradually intensifying till next south-west monsoon, If the rain holds off
and the season does not continue to improve during the first half of September, it will
be necessary at once to prepare to open relief works, which’ must be started by 1st
October at latest.

31. Thus, if the north-east monsoon rains hold off in September, it will be
necessary to adopt measures of relief .about the beginning of October in the
Salem and Tiruchengdd taluks and, perhaps, afterwards, in the Uttankarai taluk.

; 32. No reports of distress reach me from Pennagaram. I am calling for a
special report from the Sub-Collector as to the condition of that tract.

33. In the event of its being found necessary to adopt relief measures, I propose
that relief be administered by means of (1) works, and (2) gratuitous relief in poor-
houses only.

34. (1) Works.—The following statement gives particulars of the programme of
professional and civil agency works for 1891-92 (Board’s Proceedings, dated 4th
August 1891, No. 478) :—

Locar Fuxp Worxs. Mixor Irrieation Works. Toraw.
. Number of Number of Number of
2 Pf:ggﬂ el oy 6095(913 re- & coolies re-
q per 5 quired per - quired per
Affected taluks. E year g year. é year.
B : T y s . = :
B o bdoles | 8 2 ls| £ .| 2
3 2 = <= g z =
: 3 3 g |: +« 14 | g o 4 | 8
z = B “ = = = Z = = =
. B8 RS. BS.
: 6 83,090 | 1,108 | 1,108 79 |23,860| 318 | 318
Salem o . ' Municipal Works. 96 | 1,20,650 | 1,609 | 1,609
11 13,700 ; 183 | 183 ( .. ve 2o s
Tiruchengéd .. N 2 57,801 | 770 | 770 77 [39,444] 526 | 526 79 97,245 | 1,296 | 1,296
Uttankaxai : ., o 1 23,482 | 313 | 313 | 176 (17,380 232 | 232 | 177 40,862 | 545 545
Local Fund works ex- 2

tending over more l
than one taluk 58 9 | 1,64,373 2,191 2,191 | .. e ok T 9 | 1,64,373 | 2,191 (2,191

\
Total .. | 29 | 3,42,446 [ 4,565 | 4,565 | 332 [80,684| 1,076 | 1,076 361# 4,23,130 | 5,641 | 5,641

35. Since the submission of the above programme to the Board, I called upon the
Local Fund Engineer to submit estimates for the repair of certain roads selected by
me in the affected localities, and the Tahsildars of Salem and Tiruchengdéd taluks to
submit estimates for the repair of three minor irrigation works in each firka of their
taluks situated in convenient centres, so that the works might readily be taken up in
case of emergency.

36. The following statement gives particulars of works so selected and for which

estimates are ready on hand :(—

i i | Estimat
Taluks. Firka. Particulars of works selected. ; :S: é ed
3 Elur o5 o i +» | Repair of 10 minor irrigation works, being

tanks, anicuts and channels . . 11,362
: s Sankeridr S - .. | Repair of 2 works do. do. 1’500
b i 1| Yada I:ding . " . Do. 2 worka,’ do. do. 1,910
Tirn e e ..| Do. 3works, do. do. o 1,706
Balem ., .. we eo| Do. 2works, do. do. N 760
Rasipur d . . . Do. do. do. do. n 905
Sal. ar San . fws. . ewl] DO. do. do. do. B 1,210
e "3 i Mecheri o . . Do. do. do. do. " 1,040
y K&n})&tﬁ . . . Do. do. do. do. . | 1,260
s ks . . . 20,240

Salem and Tiruchengéd. ~ 9 road wor " '
: 3 Total .. | 50,893

87. As I found, on a perusal of the list of Qrofess;ioual_agonny works com-
municated in Gov'ern;nent Order, dated 26th May 1891, No. 454, that none of the

"
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works therein mentioned as available for famine relief in this district would be of the
slightest use to the west and south of the distriet, I have, in my letter, dated 1st
August 1891, Referencé on No. 1466-B and @, requested the Chief Engineer for
Irrigation to call for, and have in hand, some project to benefit the Tiruchengdd and
Salem (west) taluks, as well as Uttankarai, so that they may be available at short
notice. It is not known what works the Chief Engineer has selected.

38. I have also asked the Executive Eﬁginegr, Coimbatore division, to postpone
giving out, on contract, all available works in the Tiruchengéd and Salem taluks, as
long as possible.

39. Besides, on the receipt of Board’s Proceedings, dated 23rd July 1891, No. 450,
advising the Collectors of districts in which the position is critical. to submit pro-
grammes of famine relief works and to get estimates ready at once, I called upon the
Tahsildars of Salem, Tiruchengdd, Ndmakal, Uttankarai and Tirupatar, to submit a
general list of major and minor irrigation works which could be taken up in their
taluks in the event of relief works being required therein.

40. A list of irrigation works has been received from the Tahsildar of Uttankarai ;
particulars are given below :—

Taluk. Firka. I Particulars of works. Esgon:tated

RS.
Uttankarai 3 { 2 Major irrig‘atio(x): works ., % 6,000

[
M | 14 Minor do. 4 o 8,200
Uttankarai ,. < |Karfr .. .. l lg gajor go. = bkl 26000
¥ inor 0. 24 ! 7,700
L Morapar ... .. ’{10 Do. do. iR B S T
] - Total ..| 54,000

41. The other Tahsildars are also sending in similar lists and are preparing
estimates,

42. Lists of minor irrigation works in the prescribed form will be submitted for
sanction shortly. The works will be commenced only if it is considered necessary to
adopt relief measures. .

 43. T understand, however, that there will be considerable difficulty in finding
suitable irrigation or road repairs in the Tiruchengdd taluk. I am in correspondence
with the Executive Engineer about the irrigation works. The difficulty arises, as
almost all are in repairs, that the tank restoration party having just left the taluk.

44, 1f relief works are to be started I propose that all the works should be
carried out by the Public Works Department, and that zo relief work should be executed
under civil agency. 3

45. Such works are mostly a pleasant picnic for the labourers, who are employed,
at their own doors, and who are not required really to work, and are mostly but a
pleasant lounge-a-way of spending a happy day, and being paid by Government for it.
Such works as clearing village-site, &c., were suggested to me in a mahazar, at Omalur,
but when I asked if the able-bodied labourers would go six miles to stone-breaking
on a road, none would go. I consider that in the early days of distress, when a test
of the necessity of relief is really wanted real work should be exacted from all
applicants till severe famine is demonstrated. p

46. The employment of only professional ageney is in accordance with the
intention of Government in paragraph 10 of G.O., dated 19th December 1890,
No. 1026, Revenue, communicated in Board’s Proceedings, dated 26th January 1891,
No, 38, which, I consider, should be strictly carried out. I request that arrange-
ments may be made so that the Public Works Department staff of this district may
be strengthened at a very short notice, and that that department may be ordered to
undertake the supervision and execution of the relief works opened.

47. (2) Gratuitous relief in Poor-houses.—In regard to the administration of
relief in poor-houses, I am in correspondence with the Divisional officers concerned

——nn, D R e e

23rp SepreMBER 1891, No. 897, REVENUE.

R

GOVERNMENT OF MADRAS.

REVENUE DEPARTMENT.

Reap—the following Proceedings of the Board of Revenue (Revenue Settlement, Land
Records and Agriculture), dated 8th September 1891, No. 560 :—

MEg. CLOGSTOUN.

——

Read—the following letter from G. STOKES, Esq., Collector and District Magistrate
of Salem, to the Secretary to the Commissioner of Revenue Settlement, Land
Records and Agriculture, dated Salem, 29th August 1891, No. 1858 : —

T have the honour to submit the following report on the state of the season and
the condition and prospects of the district.

2. Rainfall.—The following statement shows the rainfall of the years 1888-89,
1889-90 and 1890-91, compared with the average of the ten years ending 1887-88 and
the average of the six ycars previous to the famine :—

. AVERAGE RAIN- ARG
FALL OF THE )
SIX YEARS ENDING 19 ‘fg;f lg;mm} 1888-89. 1889-90. 1890-91.
1875-76. (=93
Rain-registering 5 ° : P p I ; =
stations. B i 2 i B £ | & 3 g <
w el w w 7]
28 | g5 | 25 | 84 | S5 | g5 | S5 | g4 | 25 | =4
=] — S o= ot T = —r DO
%8 | 83 | B8 | 53 | EE | 85 | R | B4 | 5 | 53
:w-'r 5 < + o" 4 - 8& ‘ ;u 5 é-a 62
\
Salem Taluk,
Salem i o i 29-27 | 1546 | 22'55 11-59 3849 12-24 21-52 9:37
Rasipni o0 B " 17:08 | 12:82 | 17-70 800 | 2875 643 | 1763 855
Omalir .. . . 1835 | 10°95 | 1668 833 | 2514 | 11776 | 2246 958
) { i
2157 | 1308 | 1897 | 931 | 3079 | 1014 | 20-53 916
Atiir Taluk, l
6 = | -
At6r :;j 20-82 16°10 20135 | 1525 2475 975 92314 14-18
Nimakal Taluk. .g }
Némakal .. g 16:02 | 1360 13~26t 393 | 2910 9928 | 925 | 1520
Paramathi .. o 13-29 971 9:90 i 11-58 2000 | 789 965 1355
Z . S
= S 1465 | 11065 | 1158 | 775 | 2455 | 858 | 945 | 1437
2 /| [ !
Tiruchengéd Taluk. % ]
Tiruchengod g 15619 | 1250 | 1311 610 | 2155 890 | 880 | 1400
Sankaridrug g I 1841 | 12-48 961 7-30 | 2251 773 | 1¢13 525
'i? 1680 12.53 11-36 6:70 2203 8-32 11:46 962
2= |
Dharmapuri Taluk. \
Dharmapuri . = ‘ 20-251 15-11 | 1988 l 1374 | 2314 877 | 1320 17:40
Pennagaram . = 19-87 | 1364 | 13°83 | 5:03 | 2445 980 | 16°10 7-85
| |
20:06 | 1437 | 1685 | 938 | 2379 | 928 | 1465 | 1262
| | | |
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1586 | 1328 | 869 |

T et 3530 average for 6 years ending 1876.
e ‘8415 do. for10 do. do. 1888,
2997 do. of 1585-89. ‘
AV 3645 do. of 1859-90.
i 30131 do. of 1890-91.

LG

‘aking the district asa whole it will be seen that the rainfall as a whole has been
cient except in one year, when there was a slight excess. In that one year it will
seen that while there was an excess under the south-west monsoon, there was a

iency under the north-east. In that year, also, the distribution of the rain was
rmal. Looking into the details of the statement, it will be seen that the rainfall
en deficient in Salem division, of the Salem taluk, in all monsoons but one—
h-west monsoon of 1889-90. In Rasipur, the south-west monsoon has been
in all 3 years, while the north-east has failed. Omalir has had one good
L with one failure of the south-west monsoon, and but a slight deficieney in the
: Atidr has had one failure of the north-cast monsoon and not altogether
therwise. Ndmakal hashad one good south-west monsoon and one north-

the last good, but the rest have been failures. Paramathi has had but
of the south-west monsoon. In Hostr, both divisions, the seasons have
Ily normal, while the same is true of Krishnagiri. In Tirupatdr divi-
monsoons have practically not failed at all, while the last two
have been failu es. In Viniyambadi the season has been the
“one north-east monsoon has failed. In the Uttankarai division,

has not failed, but the two last north-east monsoons ha}xl'e
{ The

SR M g v 4470 | 2050 | 6053 | 1435 | 3220| 2038
~ District Average .. | 2304 | 12:26 | 20:06 | 1409 | 1835 | 1162 | 2582 | 1063 | 1898 | 1233

;7S
l;:;
1 ‘No. 897, REVENUE.
1889-90. « 1890-91.
Total
Total
South. North- South- North- |Favorable. .U"-
West mon- | east mon- | west won-| east mon- R | taworalile,
* ‘8oon, soon, soon. so0omn.
F U U U 1 5
¥ U F U 3 3
P F ¥ ¥ 5 1
F U F F 5 1
F U U F 2 4
F F U F 4 2
F U U F 2 4
¥ U U U 1 5
F U U F 3 3
F U U U 1 5
P F F F 4 2
F U F F 3 3
F F F F 4 2
F U Iy U 4 2
F F F U 5 1
o F U 4 2
¥ U F F 5 1
P U. U U 3 3
t the Salem division of the Salem taluk, the Sankari
the Pennagaram division of Dharmapuri have had only
—the south-west monsoon of 1889-90. The Ndmakal
uchengéd division of Tiruchengéd have had only two
&ix,"but; those have been the south-west of 1889-90 and
- Rasipur, Denkanikéta, Dharmapuri and Shevaroys have
unfavorable monsoons ; and in the rest of the district there
normal. -
wing table shows the actual deficiency in the rainfall : —
1888-89. 1889-90. 1890-91.
North-east | South-west | North-east | South-west | North-cast
monsoon monsoon monsoon nionsoon maonsoon
(October to | (April to | (October to | (A pril to (October to
March). September). | March). Scptember). March).
— 377 9-22 — 294 — 104 — 392
— 085 393 — 635 + 232 — 192
— 390 990 | — 307 | — 520 | 4+ 272
— 583 523 — 421 = 534 — 291
— 499 | 4+ 373 | — 509 | — 541 | — 175
— 134 248 — 0-35 + 464 :t 2:25
— 191 499 — 003 — 1-18 650
— 061 1-94 — 002 2:16 — 573
+ 1-63 + 143 — 554 2-99 — 461
— 048 + 1815 — 1043 — 10°18 — 460
— 247 | + 576 | — 346 | — 108 | — 176
hows the monthly rainfall in each taluk and the
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It will be seen from the above that ti A pril 1591, whic) i ‘ 57 e : N . )
i : . - ¥ B 2 ‘ Y the = . ) TORE B s PRIL. ; VE.
 not due to the influence of any of the me - e ab , th : ‘ i : ’ o
i ST Taluks. e
L, F o WL 1) Dry. Wet. Dry. Wet. Dry. Wet.
 In May 1891, however, about th lich the 101500 g ‘ :
- 3 e E h : . 0or ¥ s r . i » 3
bursts with an average of 422 : Fpot b e, i d o 2 3 4 5 6 7 8
- X ACS. ACS. ‘acs. AcS. Acs, Acs.
- Average of five years
Salem .. .. ..{| ending1890-91 .. | 7,763 1,377 | 11,982 1,122 | 25,263 1,241
1891-92 .. .. | 2,357 921 3,685 768 | 18,695 986
Atér { Average - . 852 1,024 409 564 1,852 1,437
R T R, 312 413 207 174 2,925 1,573
e Average .. .. | 1,818 1,292 2,505 1,250 8,007 2,166
Némakal .. .. { e L 1:.2159 1,068 | 2,576 2,554 4,756 1,668
: verage .. .. | 2,722 1,173 | 16,565 1,826 | 22,189 1,200
Tiruchengdd .. { o L 5,172 993 4,347 '366 | 30,997 1,502
verage §e s 681 2,053 332 371 5,004 676
Hogor, £ o) o { 189192 .. .. 3 "8 1 6 N N
: d Average .. .. 581 607 9,340 1,335 | 31,393 1,605
Dinrmapusi e { 1:91-92 R glg 73(75 2,14@ "987 19,673 1,037
T verage .. . .. 46 1,83 936 | 17,010 755
Krishnagiri .. ..{|7519 .. | <28 132 243 675 . e
Tirupatr : { Average o e 837 268 437 345 12,339 960
St COPERLU NI O 1 T 757 - 7 9 1 2 . ”
; : Average .. .. 315 269 203 105 7,041 472
¥ankarl 2 { 189192 .. .. 8 19 1| 6 1,178 50
: Average .. .. | 16,109 8,551 | 43,608 7,854 | 130,008 | 10,512
Total
col1s91-92 .. .| 9,857 4297 | 13,203 5,538 | 78,223 6,906
E JuLy. i TorarL,
Ty SR Taluks. -
Wi U ' p: o ) Dry. ‘ Wet. Dry. Wet.,
nt monsoons. In the rest of listrict ) ) 18 Do ally s | w i
y i k : g = o e Y ' Il 18 i ACS. Acs. ACs. ACS.
S Wil 4 > e s oty S I . Average of five years end-
wﬁhtgmgnt A b _ . : < Balém .. .. e g ing 1890-91 .. .. 44,602 1,440 89,700 5,180
: S e o Ly e il . s S 1891-92 .. - o, 46,956 2,510 71,693 5,185
&c., in each of ti et (|Avemge .. D 6,880 2,462 9,993 51487
bo it i ORI R (7 B I . 726 572 4,170 2,732
Average .. .. .. 19,082 3,397 31,412 §.105
Nimakal .. .. { 1891-92 .. . . 5,449 1,948 14,039 7,238
; 2 Average .. - e 30,256 404 71,732 4,603
he season. Lt 3 i the sl : . ] Tirachengéd .. { 189192 .. .. . 41,648 981 82164 3,932
: of the land. bseque tl , th Average .. . | 16,143 1,384 22160 4,484
e ngl '»(h S e A B L) A i3d _ Hosr .. .. { 1891-92 . oa o 10,948 4,132 10,952 4,144
on all the lands , €X : A and. ; : h Average 16,115 < 1,195 57,429 4,742
re only the poorer by the ' The cro tally lost 2 Dhammapuri oo o g1y L L 25,984 1,357 18,512 4147
' liibﬂ OFp O Waoi Proiss : sy G S { Average .. .. .. 33,706 2,007 53,091 4,165
all dry lands sow to, and 1 ) . ST 5 gt o e |iserE .. . . 37,478 2,808 | 37,749 3,615
i : ¢ Ay AL e Y ” . : Average .. B - 21,652 904 35,265 2,477
; ‘ Tiropater.. .. { 1891-92 .. .. .. 30,429 2,307 30,437 2,408
L i SO B it 1 s | s it
Total .. | Average .. .. . 203,399 13,677 393,214 40,594
1| 1891-92 R 221,560 17,578 322,513 34,319

The average cultivation of the five years ending 1890-91 amounts to 1,221,536
acres under dry and 125,708 acres under wet, and the average cultivation up to the
end of July on the average of the same five yearsis 393,214 acres under dry and
40,594 acres under wet. The cultivation in the current year up to the end of July
amounts to only 322,843 acres under dry, and 34,319 acres under wet, or 82-10 and
84+54 per cent., respectively, of the average figures. The decrease occurs in all the
taluks except Tiruchengéd and Uttankarai. In Tiruchengdd the timely rains in May
and June seem to have induced many ryots to cultivate their lands in the hope of
getting further rains which unfortunately diseppointed them. In Uttankarai the
increase is small. The amount of cultivation under the south-west monsoon is, it will be
seen, large under normal conditions in Salem, Ndmakal, Tiruchengdd and the taluks
of the sub-division. In the former taluks, a large amount of dry cultivation is also
made in the months of August, September, October and November. But as quite

¥
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half of the tofal cultivation made up to July must have been lost, it will be seen that
the failure of the south-west monsoon in those taluks following seasons such as I
have shown above must be a more serious matter than even in other parts of the
district. ‘

8. Prices.—The following statement eompares the number of seers of 80 tolas
of grain and other articles of produce per rupee in each of the years 1887-88 to

1890-91. Particulars for the years 1887-88 to 1889-90 have been -taken from
Board’s Proceedings, dated 20th September 1890, No. 283 :—
Koril |3 5 = Price
ins. 87-88.|1888-89.|1889-90. [P 8y une on 22nd
s sl g 1os 90.1890-91. 3567, | 1891, | 1891, | 1891, | Angust
1801.
Rice, 1stsort .. .. . e+ ..| 1e7| 186| 12811072 | 10-35 | 10:3¢| 1005 | 969 | ..
Rice, 2nd sort ool o1es| 1s2| 40| 1247 | 121 | 12:0 | 116 { 114 | 1062
Paddy, 1st sort | 2304 234| 21°0| 1863 | 18-22( 1789 | 1738 | 1685 | .
Paddy, 2ndsort .. .. " .| 207| 269 284) 2093 | 2022 | 20-16 | 1935 | 1865 | ..
Cholum oo | sos| 29| 2807 2289 | ‘216 | 912 | 81:8 | 193 | u79y
Cumbu .. .l 295| 22| 208| 2339|214 | 207 | 202 | 1956 [ 1819
Bagh .. e ee e au|vse0y 817 861 2827 | 268 | 260 | 2443 | 226 | 2184
Varagu oo s ] oses| 85| 331 3064 | 2622 | 26599 | 9662 | 2466 | .,
Horso-gram .. .. s« | 809| 2090| 283} 21-10| 2423 | 2388 | 2395 | 2188| ..
Balt: b it e b i e 1S ey SN T1086 e T TR e 4188 |7

It will be seen that with the exception of horse-gram and salt, the prices of all

the articles have, year after year, risen gradually, owing to a succession of bad seasons.
The rise is most perceptible in 1890-91. The present prices are considerably higher

than the average of 1890-91, but they are not unprecedented, as from the book con-
taining the ¢ prices and wages in India ” published by the Government of India, it is

observed that prices higher than the present prices ruled in the district in certain

years as shown below :—

Years. : ’ Rice. \ Ragi. Cholum. Cumbu.
SEERS, SEERS. SEERS. SEERS.
1866 = ) B £ 10-3" 17-7 16-1 165
’ 1867 S e LR o 8- a5 12-3 115 125
1868 e i Siraes 105 168 163 174
1869 o5 5 i g T 20-1 ¢ -
1876 o RGBT o 19-28 | i s
1877 s s e o 695 831 822 751
1878 s 4 GERET o 8-35 12:08 11-18 11-56
1879 o ey 2% 10°3 17-45 15-82 16-38

The above years are, of course, famine years, or years immediately succeeding

such years.

: 9. A statement C,. showing the average prices at each price-registering-station
since 1888-89, is submitted. The following statement gives particulars for the taluk
- kasbah stations :—

Ave: Average | Avera Average | Average | Ayerage | Averago gz:;zid(;n

Taluks. ; price for | price for | price for Pi?ﬁflor pnbc&;or pl}oe 2 prjce] Tar the 2"n3’
9. | 1889-90. -91. : e aly "

! 1888-8 0-90: 12800+ 0T 101 1891, 1891. 1891, | Angust

Rice, 2nd sort.

RRResg s, S 16:31 15-09 1284 13-16 1278 12:22 11-64 11-2
ey C el 13-93 1316 1253 1128 11-28 10:90 10-49 10-33'
ety 14-64 12-99 12:08 11-88 1134 11-88 11-32 10°80

N 15:82 1454 1272 12'85 1317 12:85 11-43 10°80
iy - . 15°90 1430 12-81 1198 1263 1091 10:99 11:07
SRR, SR 1593 14-73 12-98 13-30 13:11 12:82 11-87 11'75

-k 1463 13:79 1176 1140 1140 11+40 1140 10-34
P B 1T 13-32 11-48 10-92 10:92 1045 10-92 9-74
e s o3, 14-23 13-34 12:07 1073 1045 1026 1023 950

BT
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- Average | Average | Avera Average | Lrice on
Average | Average Average price for | price for | price for | price f%r Saturday
Taluks. priee for | price for | price for April May Foos Ty the 22nd
. 1888-89. | 1889-90. | 1890-91. 1891. 1891. 1891. 1891. Allg%llmt
Ragi.
Atfr e 1 A o 22-95 28-71 2558 2479 22:40 23-25 22-54 2052
Salem 8s o' 3038 38:20 27-27 24-79 25613 23-94 21-89 20-94
Hostir o . . 30-39 42°15 36-49 32-98 32-08 31-04 27-16 27-16
Dharmapuri e e | 81275 32-67 29-95 27-93 2764 26:09 24-05 « 21'34
Krishnagiri .. - 31-16 3110 28-22 2561 26:28 2240 21-34 2037
Néamakal o oo 29-74 29:30 2501 2461 23:35 21:84 20-54 2052
Tiruchengéd v sz 26-17 26-87 24-59 22-09 21-84 21-84 19-10 20'52
Uttankarai .. i e 32-67 2966 25-80 23-52 23562 2352 21-00 20-16
Tirupatdr ve 30-88 27-84 25-89 21:92 21-84 21-33 19-81 20-58
. »
Cheluwm.
Atar . . »e 25-39 26-92 22°11 21-11 20-93 24°57 20-69 18:20
Salem oo . N 25-81 2575 21-87 2093 21:1) " 20793 18-65 18-20
Hosir .e e e .o . . . e ' . .
Dharmapuri o o' ot 4 . ot s o s . o
Krishnagiri .. e o 30-92 28-90 28-26 2592 24-08 22°24 21-80 -
Namakal e o 3 26-24 28°17 21°19 21-09 21-00 21-53 18:95 20:02
’I‘iruchengtSd o 5 2436 2511 2127 19-58 18-95 18-69 16-25 | 17-29
Uttankarai .. s 5 . 5 . . i s : 1 e
Tirupatr .. s 23-09 s . . . .
Cumbi.
Atar - .e A 27-91 27-70 25-22 2296 21-81 22:30 | 22:04 2050
Balem .e - - 22-89 24-22 23-59 21-32 21-32 21'15 20-42 19-68
Hosfir o - o e . i . .e - ase .
Dharmapuri - e . . % i a% .. s
Krishnagiri .. .. 29-78 3C-28 26-60 22-56 22-37 20-49 19:83 17:86
Néamakal o . 28-05 2847 2106 2065 1871 17-82 17:63 18-04
Tiruchengéd .. o 22-13 2527 2272 21-30 20-73 2000 1845 18-04
Uttankarai .. e . 30-92 26-58 2480 22:68 22:68 2268 20-25 17-82
Tirupatdr .. . . 27-57 2543 ‘ < 2276 20-41 19-44 19-19 17-82 15°39

It will be seen from the above that the price of second-sort rice is considerably

higher in Tirupatir (9:50) and Uttankarai (9-74) than
and Tiruchengdd following them ; that the price of ragi,
district, rules highest in Utt
Tiruchengdd was 16-25 seers,
the highest at which it sells;

the rupee in Tirupatir and Uttankarai, respectively.
10. A statement D showing the average monthly prices is submitted.

11 The staple grains
and their scarcity rates as

compared below with the prevailing rates :—

in the other taluks—Salem
the standard grain for the
ankarai; that cholum, the price of which in July at
has since fallen to 17°29 seers the rupee, and that it is
and that cumbu sells as high as 15°39 and 17-82 seers

of the district are second-sort rice, ragi, cholum and cumbu,
fixed in G.0O., dated 11th September 1880, No. 1137, are

Scarcity rate
N 1 rate,| sanctioned fo A
Average i.:?:;ﬂ'e::gz 5&;" dli(:gx?ict i; Pricesifor | Percentage | Percentage
. price during | £ Lot GLO., dated the week | of rise over below the
Staple grains. the famine = dinyg' 11th Septem- ending 22nd | the normal | searcity
year 1877. 1875-76 ber 1880 August 1891. rates. rates.
. ’
No. 1137.
1 2 3 4 5 6 7
Rico ve  we @ .. 73 14-30 85 §0'62 2573 24-94
Ragi .. - = i W 92 2752 135 21-34 22-46 58-07
Ch%?um - e a5 875 23-25 115 18-19 21:76 | 58-17
Cumbu o 6 Gm @ 9-3 2592 130 17-97 30-67 ’ 38-23

Tt will be seen from the above that while the price of ragi and cholum shows a
rise of less than 25 per cent. over the normal rates, that of rice shows a rise of 2573
per cent. and cumbu 30-67 per cent. The large rise in the price of cumbu is due to
the entire failure of the cumbu crop sown in May and June owing to want of rain in
July and August. The price of ragi which is the standard grain for this district is
58:07 per cent. below the scarcity rate.
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fact that in those years cultivation was much less than in the two previous years.
Of the area cropped, viz., 24,045 acres, cumbu, cholum and ragi cover more than half.
The information furnished by the Tahsildar on the state of the season is meagre, and
the Htlaad Assistant Collector will be “asked to submit a detailed report as early as
possible, '

20. Salem.—The standing crops, viz., paddy, ragi, pani varagu, cumbu, samai,

, _cholum, thenai, gingelly, castor-oil seeds, thovarai (dholl), avarai (beans), ground-nut

Y3 ‘and varagu in Mecheri, Omalir, Salem and Karipatti firkas have already withered or

are fading. The crops under wells in the Rasipur, Salem and Karipatti firkas, are in

a fair condition. Thenai, cumbu and varagu in the Rasipur firka are being har-

pe vested, outturn being from 4 to 8 annas. Agricultural operations are at a standstill

except under wells in some parts of the Rasipur firka. If there be rain before the

Hth September, cholum, varagu, cumbu, ground-nut, avarai (beans), thovarai, (dholl)

and castor-oil seeds in some villages and crops under wells will revive. No

crops in the Mecheri firka, however, will be benefited. If rain falls after the 5th

Septetber and before the 15th Oectober, the standing crops will not be benefited

“except those under wells having a fair supply, which may thrive and yield an outturn

of not more than 8 annas. - If rain falls within the 5th September, cholum, perum

cumbu, ragi, karunjamai, tobacco, white thenai, horse-gram, black gram, Bengal gram

and green gram may be sown; also paddy under wells and irrigation sources. 1f

rain falls after the 5th September and before the 15th October, pani varagu, cholum,

perum cumbu, horse-gram, Bengal gram and black gram may be sown or transplanted ;

also paddy under wells and irrigation sources. The Tahsildar reports that small

farmers and agricultural labourers suffer much because they find no labour, that some

‘people eat aloe roots and prickly-pear fruits, that cattle suffer much from want of

fodder, and that some of them have actually died. Scarcity of water even for drinking

icu , _ purposes for men and cattle is very keenly felt except in some villages of the Rasipur,

yiiadinke ‘ T % : , Karipatti and Salem firkas. Almost all the tanks and streams are empty and supply
(L 1.7'_.BM canidibion, standing , i B : s7 A S in wells is diminishing.

: W m;:‘:; fgnd | "n:v e 2, 91. The following facts are gathered from the Personal Assistant Deputy

Pastm ns1 Collector’s report on the state of season in the Omalnir division of the Salem taluk :—

There are 70 tanks in the division. Most of them are empty and none has
received any decent supply. There was literally no cultivation under tanks. Under
only one tank (Gollapatti) this has been commenced, and seedlings have been raised

“under a few others. There is no water in the great majority of the wells used for
agricultural purposes. The wells used for drinking purposes are, except in a few
cases which do not, however, supply the requisite quantity of water, nearly dried up.
The loudest complaint which one meets with is as regards the drinking-water supply,
and drought seems to threaten man and beast more than any other, foreboding
gerious alarm. The standing crops are samai, cumbu, cholum, gingelly, ragi,
varagu, pani varagu, castor-oil seeds, thenai, thovarai (dholl) and avarai (beans).
Pani varagu is lost everywhere. Kullan cumbu appears to have been harvested in
some places and yielded a two-anna crop. In some places it is a hopeless crop and
stalks are drying up. Even immediate rainfall will hardly benefit the erop. The
crop is in many places cut and used for fodder. Gingelly is almost lost.  Ragi, which 1s
the most considerable staple grain, is nowhere seen to any appreciable extent. In some
places it has been eaten by green worms. In some villages ragi seedlings raised for
transplantation have been partly lost. Varagu is in a fair condition. Castor-oil seeds
and thovarai (dholl) are in a good condition. Perum cumbu, cholum, samai, ragi,

and thenai are fading. The Deputy Collector writing on the 6th August considered

7 . . i ; 2

N that these crops would revive if rain fell in a fortnight, but there has been no fall
of rain worth mentioning since. The extent cultivated is about 30 per cent. of that

2 cultivated in fasli 1296, The year is worse than most of the preceding years in

which rainfall was deficient, and the country presents a sericus and an alarming aspeet.
About 8,000 kandagams of ragi and 1,200 of paddy are held in stock exclusive of
the stock held by the ryots for their private consumption. The markets ure sufficiently
supplied. In no shandy or market has any complaint been received or known as to
the deficiency of stock for sale to intending purchasers. The grain trade is nowhere
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lax and the supply is equal to the demand, which, however, i i i
to the absence of harvest of the early crop ,which should haw’résbzgnt lil:u;n l(:re?ixeisoz? -
. Prices are on the increase. There has, however, been no sudden rise bgt 80 f;:‘n :l;
the dry grains are concerned, the present prices are 60 per cent. hig’her éba.n tho
which prevailed in the harvest time in a good year and about 40 per cent. hi hs"3
than the price which prevailed in the last harvest time. The prices have not .realtghe;
any alarming stage, but are of course very dear. About 40,000 people ‘urc(ljl v
grain in markets and about 60,000 live upon their stock, which will carrl;f thl()em frzse
one month to one year and above. In some places there is pasture and fodder whi 1;1‘
are being used up rapidly. In other places they are either quite insufficient or scar:
In some places roots of grass are dug up and used for cattle. Small and b
pattadars are using even their thatch for the cattle and, wherever procurable leavgsomf.
margosa, palmyra, unja, palai and other trees are being utilized as fodder Cattl :
brought in numbers for sale at markets and their price is falling. The classeset]?;:

are suffering much are small pattadars and coolies of the Pariah and Chuckler castes. -

About 10,000 persons are out of their usual employment, agricultur i i
at a s.tandstlll. Some of them are employed lI:y );vell-t’o-dgo ryots ?Lt)irr)l(:;:g?ilxlls 1131121%
lands ; some cut_and sell firewood, grass, &ec., in towns ; some who could obtaingcredit
take loans and live upon them ; and some have resorted to towns in hopes of findi
cooly there. No serious complaint of starvation has been received b111)t there 1 5
doubt that_difficulties and sufferings exist almost everywhere ; som(,a make u t; e
food by substituting gruel for solid food with the addition of alée roots and &ickflf
fea; fruits. More care is taken by people to spare all means available for purchase (y;f
food. Notwithstanding all this, the people are hopeful of rain under the north-east
nlxlonsoon. The Deputy Collector considers that it is too early to start any relief works
:hat v;)e may wait till September, and that if rain still holds off measures of relief would
en be very necessary, the ordinary works being quite sufficient for the present
The Deputy Collector states that the country west of Suramangalam and sﬁ)uth i
Salem-Omaldr road is also reported to be similar in condition to the Omalir div(;
i:s,mn. A statement ¥ showing the area cultivated under each crop during the as;:
our months, compared with the average of the same months of the three years enfin .
1889-90, is submitted, from which it will be seen that 75,179 acres were cultivate§
up to the end of July against the'3 years’ average of 95,232 acres. Cholum, cumbu and
ragi cover more than half the area. The extent on which erops have been h ted
up to date and the outturn are given below :— iy

-
Crops. . 16 annas. 8 annas. 4 annas. Total.
-
ACS. ACS. ACS.

Cholg:l oo .e . e 329 858 448 l,%c;é

Cum' i :: :: o . 2 136 1,245 . 1,389

Other pulses, &c. s ve " 25 232 ;g 338
g;nﬁglly-ml see . . o 20 166 239 422

e e o R S T N 89 66 54 209

Total .. 475 1,502 2,072 4,049

-

.22 Tiruchengéd.—Standing crops are cholum, cumbu, ragi i i, cd

oil seeds, avarai (beans), thovarai (dholl), tattapagrar, cotton ilﬁdsag,?zg?en?llc?lfop
erops, except those under wells which have water, are withering or have alr edEj ;
mther_ed, and any rain that. may hereafter fall will not benefit them. A ricult?s )i
operations are at a stands_tlll. The first gingelly' crop had failed. Cholgum un(;a
wells has been harvgsted in some places. Outturn was from 4 to 8 annas. C tttlar
look lean and emaciated from want of fodder. Palmyra and margosa leave Y 3

. thatch are used for fodder. The General Deputy Collector has reported that ia]i
sell their ]eqvels, &c.,.to buy the necessaries of life, that a few families of chu%lflp i
_hav.e lef!; thel{' homes in search of_ labour, that it appears that there js no stock of f e;s
rains either in the villages or with the merchants, that food-grains are imported fo0 ;

oﬁher stations, that drinking-water scarcity is the most keenly felt want inpthis ta,lrlgllxn

‘and that landless and labouring classes are in urgent need of employment, ’

-
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A statement G showing the area cultivated under each crop during the past four
months, compared with the average of the same months of the three years ending
188990, is submitted, from which it will be seen that 86,095 acres were cultivated up
to the end of July against the three years’ average of 72,614 acres. The increase is
due, as already stated, to the timely rains in May and June, which, however, were not
followed by further rains as expected. Cumbu covers more than 60,000 acres.
Particulars of harvests and outturn are not reported. The standing cumbu crops are

reported to have almost withered.

93. The statistics of rainfall, cultivation and prices, and the review of the taluks
given above will show that the only taluks giving cause for anxiety at present are
Salem, Tiruchengéd and Uttankarai, where there has been a succession of bad seasons
since 1888-89. The whole of the Salem taluk, however, connot be said to be
seriously affected. It is only the western portion, viz., the tract of country lying to
the west of the Tirumanimuthar, that is so. The country on that side of the river is
on a high level and is always the first to be affected by bad seasons. The most
generally felt wants at present are drinking water and fodder. That the first should
fail is not to be wondered at considering the almost complete cessation of rains since
December last, for any rain which has since fallen has been in local and partial
showers. This of course has brought with it a complete failure of pasture.

94. With a view to relieve, as far as our resources allow, the first want, T have,
in my memorandum, dated Tth August 1891, No. 1284-L.F., requested Presidents of
the Taluk Boards, Salem, Némakal, and Tirupatir to take early steps to improve, in
all legitimate ways, the existing drinking-water supply, either by sinking new wells
or deepening and improving existing wells, in those localities where the pressure is
most severely felt, and have informed them that for this purpose the District Board
will be prepared to consider favorably applications for extra allotments. The budget
grant, including subsequent allotments, for improvement of water-supply in the three
Local Fund taluks of Salem, N4makal and Tirupatir, which include the affected
Jocalities, amounts to Rs. 3,010, of which Rs. 1,096 have been spent up to July
(inclusive). The Salem Taluk Board has since sanctioned Rs. 1,000 for improvement
of water-supply, and the Nédmakal Taluk Board has applied for an allotment of Rs. 1,487
for deepening the bed of, and improving, the Kamalalayam tank. No intimation of
the steps taken to improve water-supply has been received from the President of the
Tirupatir Taluk Board. T am asking the Presidents of the Taluk Boards concerned to
furnish me with a weekly statement of the progress made in sinking and improving
wells. I believe, however, that estimates have been called for and submitted in most
instances in Salem and Tiruchengdd, and that considerable aid has been already or will

immediately be given.

25. With regard to pasture, on receiving mahazars from certain villagers in the
Salem taluk ‘requesting that their cattle be admitted to grazing in forest reserves
(with reference to the Board’s proposed amendment of section 98 of the Famine Code—
Board’s Proceedings, dated 9th September 1800, No. 274), T asked the Conservator
of Forests, Southern Circle, in my letter, dated Sth August 1891, Ref. on No. 2828-
Eng., to let me know what forests could be opened to grazing or in which the grazing
rates could be lowered to serve the Tiruchengdd, Salem and Uttankarai taluks. With
reference to the Conservator’s letter in reply, dated 17th August 1891, No. 1353, a
notice has been issued to the effect that during the prevalence of drought grazing of
cattle and sheep but not goats will be permitted free in all the reserved forests and
reserved lands of the Salem, Némakal, Tiruchengéd and Uttankarai taluks, except
certain specially protected blocks, subject to the proviso that, if any persons in charge
of, or connected with, the cattle grazing, are found destroying trees or shrub growth
either by hacking or wrenching off with their hands, the concession will at once be
cancelled as regards all cattle in their charge. Nothing more can be done in the

matter.

926. The population principally affected may be divided into ryots and
agricultural labourers. The former are eager for loans, and it is of urgent impor-
tance, at this eritical period, to push on the digging of wells. The special well rules
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under section 10 of the Land Improvement Loans Act, have been extended to this
district under Government notification, dated 1lst August 1891, No. 346, published

Tahsildars of Salem and Tiruchengdd state that applications for loans are being re-
ceived every day in large numbers, and the same is very likely the case in the other
affected taluks. I myself, yesterday, at Chinnappampatti, received 15 app!lcatmns-fqz
loans. I have issued very stringent orders to the Tahsildars to make special ge-

number of applications will become so large as to be beyond the power of the ordinary

14 establishment to inquire into and dispose of as promptly as is required, and I reqneﬁl :

that two additional 1st-class Revenue Inspectors, for each of the three affected taluks,
' may be sanctioned to inquire into, and report on, the applications. The additiona

Revenue Inspectors will be employed only when it is found that the ordinary establish-

ment is unable to do the work required promptly. N.o other measures are NOW neces-
sary to slleviate the pressure upon the ryots who will, on the whole, with the usual
food stocks with them (I do not agree with the Genegal Charge Deputy Cpllector‘ in
cousidering that there is no grain in stock) manage, without very much stress, until
the next harvest. :

27. Labourers are of two kinds, viz., these who are employed permanently, and
those who are so, only, casually. e

28. T understand that the permanent labourers will be fed and kept on by the
ryots until the time of the north-east monsoon, or at least until the end of September,
in the Lope that the monsoon will be favorable. If then, the rains hold off, the ryots
will retain their resources for themselves, and turn the labourers adrift, it will then
be time enough to take measures for theii;‘rplief. No cases '9i permanent labourers
having been turned out by the ryots, have, as yet, come to notice.

©29. Except the report of the local officers there is no sign of any scarcity of

~¢ work for the casual labourers. There is no large influx into the town; the
’;A iyt returns received from the &mﬁntendeﬁ‘ :'of;l?ol_i_?e show that only 110 persons

4o g

have come into the town up to date ; there is no noticeable increase of crime, though

the General Deputy Collector states that ; Police officers find a tendency in the

per cent. below the scarcity rate; and : er chdlera nor small-pox in
any of the affected taluks except Uttankarai, where a few cases have been re-
orted. At the same time it is certain that the casual labourers are not being
now employed by the ryots in the a.hted tracts nor will they be so, unless
there is a decided change in agricultural prospects. There is, I fear, consider-
able pressure on them just now. Everywhere I go, the pariahs and lower castes
come in crowds asking for work. In Sunkari and the north-west of Salem, there has
been some rain lately, wkwhhasensbfedmee classes to get a little employment, but
if the season does not continue to improve, it is to be feared that soon these men will
wander about the country, unless avork is provided for them at convenient centres.
They have now been practically without employ for two months, and must be getting
- near the end of their resources. In the course of my present tour, I have come

through Omalir and the northern end of Tiruchengéd. I have not seen any signs of

actual want or emaciation in the people. The time has not come just yet, I think, for
 relief works, but for the me:an% i.e., nntﬂﬂ;ﬂ: i?i('l of Septe(almber, k;vhen a change is

s in the pects of the season, ordinary road works, minor irrigation
e si%:osjmprovements and deepening of wells, will be quite suf‘n‘%?ent.‘

crime, to increase everywhere in the affecte .P;%O;.the price of ragi is 5807
° is. néith

W-@gtﬁa situation thus:—
er onwards, which will give a good erop and fill the wells so that work may
biini through the hot weather, no relief of any kind will be necessary.
f we have only a moderate monsoon and moderate crop so that work may not be
ad, in the hot weather, there will be distress then, which may need relief,
rain fails to come well through September and October and the north-east
fails, there will be distress amounting to famine in the affected parts of this

at page 803, of Part 1 of the Fort St. George Gazelte, dated 4th August 1891. The

ments to see that the applications are disposed of promptly. I am sure that the

Steps s are being taken to provide works of the kind wherever needed. I would

If we have a bum er north-cast monsoon continuing steadily from Sep-
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district, gradually intensifying till next south-west monsoon. If the rain holds off
and the season does not continue to improve during the first half of September, it will

be necessary at once to prepare to open relief works, which must be started by 1st
October at latest.

31. Thus, if the north-east monsoon rains hold off in September, it will be
necessary to adopt measures of relief about the beginning of October in the
Salem and Tiruchengdd taluks and, perhaps, afterwards, in the Uttankarai taluk.

32. No reports of distress reach me from Pennagaram. I am calling for a
special report from the Sub-Collector as to the condition of that tract.

33. In the event of its being found necessary to adopt relief measures, I propose
that relief be administered by means of (1) works, and (2) gratuitous relief in poor-
houses only.

34. (1) Works.—The following statement gives particulars of the programme of
professional and civil agency works for 1891-92 (Board’s Proceedings, dated 4th
August 1891, No. 478) :—

Locarn Fuxp Works. Mivor Irricarion Works. TOTAL.
o —
Number of Number of Number of
& * eoolies re- Fi coolies re- & coolies re-
A uired per uired pe e ired p
Affected taluks. 5 s 1 4 5 e s -l
3 X 8 | = . | —
g | £ 2l s | 5.3 s £ |3
e g g ¢ | 3 | 8 g | 5 | 5 i E =
80 g | |8 |8 (s |<|8 |8 2 |Z|G
z = = s Z = = = Z M = =
|
RS. { RS. RS.
6 83,090 | 1,108 | 1,108 79 23,860 318 318 "
Salem o Municipal Works. } 96 | 1,20,650 | 1,609 1,609
11 13,700 | 183 | 183 [ .. ’ U T |
Tiruchengéd .. v 2 57,801 770 770 77 .,,'39,444| 926 526 79 97,245 | 1,296 | 1,298
Uttankarai 55 ve 1 23,482 313 313 176 | 17,380, 232 232 177 40,862 545 945
Local Fund works ex- , :
tending over mniore |
than one taluk o 9 1,64,373 (2,191 | 2,191 . . 9| 1,64,373 | 2,191 (2,191
Total .. | 29 | 3,42,446 [4,565 | 4,565 | 332 80,684" 1,076 | 1,076 | 361 | 4,23,130 | 5,641 | 5,641
\ {

35. Since the submission of the above programme to the Board, I called upon the
Local Fund Engineer to submit estimates for the repair of certain roads selected by
me in the affected localities, and the Tahsildars of Salem and Tiruchengdd taluks to
submit estimates for the repair of three minor irrigation works in each firka of their
taluks situated in convenient centres, so that the works might readily be taken up in
case of emergency.

36. The following statement gives particulars of works so selected and for which
estimates are ready on hand :—

Taluks. Firka. Particulars of works selected. ‘ E“t;':.“‘d
Elur oo id o~ «+ | Repair of 10 minor irrigation works, being
J tanks, anicuts and channcls . . 11,362
i e idr - w «» | Repair of 2 works do. do. . 1,500
T s Y?;ndl;;]:di o e e Gworks  do, do. . 1,910
t Tiruchengéd .. - s Do. 3 works, do. do. 3s 1,706
Salem .. ot o e Do. 2 works, do. do. . 760
[ Rasipur o o o Do. do. do. do. Vi 905
o o - Do. do. do. do. - 1,210
Dl % i %’:}3:}12; @ e i Do. do. do. do. i 1,040
L Kanpatti - a6 . Do. do. do. do. o 7].‘_’5(;
Salem and Tiruchengéd. S 9 road works .. wis " s . 29,240
Total ., 50,893

37. As I found, on a perusal of the list of professional agency works com-
municated in Government Order, dated 26th May 1891, No. 454, that none of the
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works therein mentioned as available for famine relief i is distri
. in this distriet
ﬂlghtest use to the west and south of the district, I have, ixls ;:; l:,t(;:ld (})a?tgcf gl;:
. ugust 1891, Reference on No. 1466-B and G, requested the Chief En ineer for
S;zl'legn?t?;; stt()) E:IH kfor, and ﬁave 1% han]f{i, some project to benefit the Tiruchgncrdd and
; ) taluks, as well as Uttankarai, so that th : ral a
notice. It is not known what works the Ct,lief Engineeiyhzzasyelggte?i‘ vl 3R s

38. I have also asked the Executive Engineer, Coimbatore division, to postpone

iving out t i i i
igong gs i és(i)tl)ll :on ract, all available works in the Tiruchengéd and Salem taluks, as

39. Besides, on the receipt of Board’s Proceedin '
e ipt of Bo: E gs, dated 23rd July 189 S
advising thfe fCol“lectors'of districts in which the pos’ition is ol;iti;alytlo Slll,bllfl(i)t.i 4?‘2:
%I;Lm%es 0 ; amine relief works and to get estimates ready at once, I called u onpthe
sildars of Salem, Tiruchengdd, Némakal, Uttankarai and Tirui)atﬁr to mI;bmit a
b

general list of major and minor irrigation i i i
taluks in the event of relief works b;ignag rquigfa]éBt&%ﬁ.could i X D

40. A list of irrigation works h i ' : £51]
particulars are given l{);elow :__0 ks has been received from the Tahsildar of Uttankarai

Taluk. Firka. ’ Particulars of works. Esﬁnxted
4 : cost.
[ . ( 2 Major irrigati 0t

| Uttarkirai Lol { - Mi]or u'nga.,xé)n works , . Ko 6,000
- nor A e ;

Uttankarai . { | Karfir . .o f lg ilﬁajor dg. e 22, (Q)gg
Mo ¥ ‘ inor ~do. e : . :

L Jorapop . { { 10 Do. do, bl 1 21 Z'Zgg

! Total .. | 54,000

41. The other Tahsild B in s 1
ety er Tahsildars are also sending in similar lists and are preparing

43. I understand, however, that thé’;e will be considerable di .

- . - - - - s e bl i i
suitable irrigation or road repairs in the Tiruchengdd taluk.ra I inl%ﬂtgelsnoﬁggﬁg
- with the Executive Engineer about the irrigation works. The difficulty afrises a‘:
almost all are in repairs, that the tank restoration party having just left the taluk,

44, Tf relief works are to be started I propose that all the works

J < ; should be
z&;r;gdc(i);litl l?é ::::y I.’u_bl.lc Works Department, and that no relief work should be executed

- 45. Such works are mostly a pleasant picnic for
at their own doors; and who az;'e I?Ot requil;ed reallyﬂ’z(i3 agl?lliue;‘lsl’dwégg ﬁi:tllnpll())y: S
pleasant lounge-a-way of spending a happy day, and being pai(i by Governmen}tr foli- it?
Such works as cleaz:mg village-site, &c., were suggested to mein a mahazar, at Omaly :
but when I asked if the able-bodied labourers would g0 six miles to sto,ne-b mzlz{ ing
on a road, none would go. I consider that in the early days of distress, whe;e: tlgs%

of the necessity of relief is really wanted real
applicants till severe famine is dem{mstrabed. R e rhe ogacted. o,

. 46. The employment of only professional agency is i i
intention of Government in_ paragraph 10 of G.(g).,' gatéd ?Q?ECOBiiggfb;It?Sg%e
No. 1026, I}.evenue, communicated in Board’s Proceedings, dated 26th J a;nua 1891,
No. 38, which, I consider, should be strictly carried out. I request that ;y ;
xl}ents may be made so that the Public Works Department staff of this distrigange-
»bregtrengthened at a very short notice, and that that department may be ord I(Iiwtycl)
undertake the supervision and execution of the relief works opened. ’ P

47. (2) Gratuitous relief in Poor-houses—In
e, ¢ - ~—In regard to the administrati
relief in poor-houses, I am in correspondence with the Divisional oﬂicers:S cr:;::(gxl'neoi

I I S B I P e .
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regarding the selection of sites for poor-houses, and shall, when the time arrives,
when gratuitous relief should be given, construct poor-houses with the previous sanction
of the Board and Government, and make arrangements to grant such relief in
accordance with the instructions on the subject in the Famine Code. I consider that
the relief should be restricted to destitute women and children and to such males as
are physically incapable of labour and have none to support them, and that the relief
should be given in the shape of cooked food to be eaten in the poor-house.

48. To carry out relief operations, it will be necessary that the Divisional
officers of Salem and N4makal and the Tahsildars of Salem and Tiruchengdéd should
be relieved of their magisterial ‘work, since Salem and Tiruchengéd are in different
divisions, and since it is necessary, under the Famine Code, that the Divisional
officers should take charge of relief, I think one Ist-class Magistrate might be put
in charge of the lst-class magisterial and appellate work of the two divisions. As
soon as relief is started Special Sub-Magistrates mast be appointed in Salem and
Tiruchengdd to relieve the Tahsildars of all magisterial work. The relief operations
in the Uttankarai taluk may be left in charge of the Head Assistant Collector and
Tahsildar as it is not likely that there will be at present any necessity to carry out
operations on an extended scale, in this taluk.

49. T request that necessary sanction may be obtained for the appointment of a
Special Deputy Collector and Magistrate to take the lst-class magisterial and
appellate work of the Deputy Collectors, who may be placed in charge of the relief
operations, and of two additional Sub-Magistrates on Rs. 100 each, to relieve the
Salem and Tiruchengéd Tahsildars of their magisterial work.

50. The additional Sub-Magistrates will be appointed by me and application for
the posting of a Deputy Collector made by telegram, when the need for them arises.

51. I am in camp inspecting the affected tracts in the Salem and Tiruchengdd
taluks.

Resolution—dated 8th September 1891, No. 560.

In his very carefully prepared letter read above, which will be submitted for the
information of Government, the Collector reports on the condition and prospects of
the Salem district, and, as regards the rainfall of the current year, summarises it as
follows :— ¢ The south-west monsoon has completely failed throughout the district and
has followed a succession of bad seasons in the Tiruchengéd and Salem taluks,
especially in the Sankaridrug division and in the western part of Salem, and in the
Pennagaram division of Dharmapuri, while in the Uttankarai division and the Tirupatir
division, it has followed three indifferent monsoons.” In other parts of the district
the position is not aggravated by previous bad seasons. That the rainfall up to date
in the current season has been very deficient is shown by the following abstract :—

OcTOBER TO JANUARY TO APRIL AND JeNE TO ATrRILTO

DECEMBER. MarcH. Mavy. Avcusr. SEPTEM-

BER.

Taluks or_stations.

Average.| 1890. Average.’ 1891. |Average.| 1891. |Average. 1891. |Average.

Tirupatar .. o s v | 12:83 6:85 067 1:20 492 2:54 10-51 518 l 21°67
Krishnagiri .., | 1074 | 1746 | 103 | 235 | 476 | 315 | 954 | 439 | 1975
Hosiir oo ool iss | 1330 | 094 | 143 ] 523 | 088 [ 854 | 867 ' 18-35
Dharmapuri . . e | 11-07 1768 1-19 1-60 532 1-84 8:39 650 18-42
{Pennagamm o e e 11-55 7:20 1-01 0-65 553 130 964 | 407 | 1965
Uttankarai .. .. ..  ..| 12007 | 520 | 098 | 140 | 410 | 045 | 989 | 485 | 1973
{Hamr .. .| 1308 | 893] 120 | 370 3926 | 235 | 906 | 241 ] 16-50
Tiruchengod st 3 i 9-89 12°55 0-64 1-45 464 2:00 673 360 | 1563
{Sankaridrug we s .. | 1089 420 0-77 1-05 513 2:50 8:91 4:60 | 1802
Omalr .. .. ee .. | 10008 } 803 | 071 155 | 409 | 150 ‘ 1067 | 359 | 1879
Salem v e am g 12418 7:68 1-19 169 | 715 | 238 | 1389 | 689 | 27-70
Rasipur S i@ ae s 11-34 7:05 0:60 1:50 413 | 3:00 10-66 535 | 18:10
Atfic o e u ..| 14:35 | 10-00 1:36 418 543 2:25 8-88 395 | 1991
Némakal oo s | 1212 | 069 ] 995 | b44 | 120 | 648 | 415 | 1517
Yercaud: .. .. .. ..| 2105 | 1515 149 | 523 [ 801 190 | 2351 | 10-15 | 40-22

| |
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Excepting in Krishnagiri, the usual heavy pre-monsoon rainfall of April and
May was very deficient, and the gouth-west monsoon rains since then have been

i t lly reach to nearly & inches, if the Shevaroy Hills be ex.rclude'd“
S e oo 4 Up to the end of August the deficiency at

Normal ' Deficiency. _ afte :

' g ~as noted on the margin in comparison

TUttankarai gsg ggg with the normal rainfall during June,
B e . @4 g7 July and August, which is also shown.

Omalt ... .. .. 1067 708  Some rain which fell in these parts subse-

Sankaridra, . 891 431 quent to the date of the Collector’s report

3 iruchengé we .. 673 313  reduced the deficiency slightly. On the

: bovis s hole the rainfall of August has been
5 : whole the rainfall of August has bee

very deficient throughout the district, this following on an almost dry July, but a

. fairly average June, which led to extensive sowings, has caused the loss of nearly all

E‘ < the dry crops sown under that rainfall and the ryots are thus “only the poorer by

g the loss of their seed.” i

2. The effect of the fairly good early rains and the results of the subsequent
failure may be gathered from the following table in which the actual areas sown during
the current year up to July are contrasted with the average for the five years ending

greatly below the average. The latter are not usually heavy during June and July,

the stations in the most affected parts was
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3. Prices have been gradually rising in the district for several years past and
in July they had shown a further rise as compared with the average rates for
1890-91. This rise, excepting at Ndmakal, has been continued up to the last week
in August as shown in the following abstract :—

1890-91 : —
ArrIL To JULY,
Average, April to Average annual
Angust. total.
Taluks. Average. 1891.
Dry. Wet. Dry. Wet. Dry. Wet. Dry. Wet.
ACS. ACS. ACS. ACB. ACS. ACS. ACS, ACS.
Tirupatfr ~ .. . . 35,265 2,478 30,437 2,408 48,420 3,894 66,943 10,326
e e e S R B [ T 4165 | 37,749 3,615 | 72,116 5,805 | 119,866 | 14,609
Hosar i 5 . 22,159 4,484 10,952 4,144 56,898 6,133 85,916 9,093
Dharmapuri .. 4 . 57,429 4,742 48,512 4,147 91,107 6,088 170,335 15,523
Uttankarai .. .. .| 22,433 1,351 | 23,127 918 | 51,681 2,086 | 129,559 6,672
Balem =% 4 5 . 89,700 5,180 71,693 5,185 136,567 6,443 245,592 19,154
Tirucheng6d SR i e 4,603 | 82,164 3,932 | 113,432 5,613 | 186,239 | 11,474
Nomakal .. <.  «»] 81,413 8,106 | 14,039 7,238 | 54,505 9,423 | 107,000 | 18,619 -
Atar . . s 9,993 5,487 4,170 A 2,732 32,946 7,318 110,086 20,238
District Total .. 393,216 40,596 322,843, 34,319 656,672 52,803 | 1,221,536 125,708

Up to July in the current year the area of sowings only amounted to 82 per cent.
under dry and 84-5 per cent. under wet of the average figures. TUp to that date in the

smaller proportion of the wet crops. It is on the former that the distriet really
depends, the total area of wet crops being only 125,700 acres. In the current year, the
decrease occurs in all taluks, except Tiruchengéd and Uttankarai, and, in the latter, it is
small. _ As already noted, most of these sowings have withered. The long drought in
July aﬁd August also put a stop forlong past to ordinary field operations. The actual
area of dry land sown up to August was reported as 420,025 acres against an average,
of 656,672 acres, which is nearly 54 per cent. of the total annual sowings. The
proportion of these early sowings to the total for the year is normally very high in the

: marginally-noted taluks, but everywhere
the proportion of the early sowings is very

Per cent.

Japetax. i o dasiealy large and the situation gives cause for

" Truchengéd .. ‘.. .. .. 61 muchanxiety. This is especially the case

gy engé in the Tiruchengéd, partspe(:)f tlyle Salem,
and Dharmapuri and the Uttankarai taluks. Information regarding the two last-
~ named areas is not complete and the Collector will be requested to submit the Sub and
~ Head Assistant Collectors’ reports on the localities referred to at an early date. The
s should be made after personal inspection of the threatened traets.

ordinary course 32 per cent. of the dry crops should have been sown and a rather

PricEs 1N sEERS oF 80 ToLAS PER RUPEE,
Tkl Rice, 2nd sort. Cholum.

ReESvot g Aff:‘,:‘st Normal laverage off Juy | yoch . | Wopmal

o 1 augus or
1890-91. | 1891, 1891, | August. | 1890-91. | 1sol. | Ausus | Augst.
. By 3 gl 6 T | s | e
irupatie e reaindlia 13:30 1i'32 9:50 1540 | 27-05 23-49 . 32-06
I,{‘l:;g:ig:n Ry o e 12-83 10°99 1053 1566 |  26:30 21-81 f 30-02

H ot B PR e 1263 11-50 10-80 15-34 & o .

Dharmapuri .  ee  los 1286 11-38 10-80 15°61 | _

Uttankarai .. e L 11-88 11-16 974 14°88 - . . )
Salom AN e L 11-83 10-77 10°34 14-06 21-18 19-26 1820 26-69
Tiruchengbd PR 11-70 11-06 10-34 1507 20°66 16:79 16-38 92512
Nbcakal ey ot 1 1314 1211 11-28 16-09 21-69 1843 | 2184 | 2848
by -* 3 R 12-85 11:64 11:28 1591 22-11 2070 | 17-29 | 3040

PRrices 1N sERRS OF 80 TOLAS PER RUPEE—con!,
Cumbu. Ragi.

Taluks. ' Iy
29th Normal y 29th | Normal

| Avemge | July | o, | N | Averag | gy T Aomst | o
of 1890-91, ; 1891. | August. y * | 1891 | Augast

10 11 12 13 4 | 15 | 16 | 17
; e 23-33 19-13 14-98 27-86 26-68 2106 19:74 ‘ 31-43
Rt Tl 0se0 | 088 1698 | 2873 | 2814 | 2134|1940  aise
Hostr e .o . . A 38'82 %978 26'19 | 4334
M = 20 ’5 s 1-45 2479 2037 32-32
e AT 2561 22:27 17-82 30-91 2823 2310 | 2016 3414
Saldhy L e STl 22-48 1874 19-68 25-93 2602 2135 | 2052 | 29-87
Tiruchengéd ..  ..| 2271 1824 18:04 | 2407 | 2474 1931 | 1881 26-62
N&makal o T 2078 18:13 18-04 2664 24-48 2035 | 2052 28-61
Atér Py sSig ey, R 22-04 20-50 3039 | 2558 | 2254 | 1881 | 314

Prices are, however, still far below the scarcity rates fixed for the district.

4. Everywhere throughout the district pasture is scanty and insufficient, and
cattle are reported to be dying in Hostir, Krishnagiri, Salem, and in some parts of
Tiruchengéd and Salem the water-supply for them is only obtainable with difficulty.

Drinking water is also difficult to obtain in the western parts of Salem and
in Tiruchengdd. , ¢ _ _

These last two are, the Collector states, the immediately pressing wants, and
with a view to meet them he has taken steps to improve the drinking water-supply by
improving existing wells, and sinking new ones with Local funds. With a view to
supply fodder he has arranged to throw open all reserved forests and reserved lands
in N4makal, Tiruchengdd, Salem and Uttankarai taluks at reduced fees.

i the ulation affected, which consists at present of the
smallz;' xszzs gl.l:d :;t'lf:ulzflrﬁl lagggrers, the Collector states that no special relief works
are at present required. For the former it will suffice at present if loans be freely
granted for sinking wells. Applications for these are being received in large numbers
in the Tiruchengéd and Salem taluks, and in order to dispose of the applications
promptly the Collector requests that two extra first-class Revenue Inspectors may be
sanctioned for each of the affected taluks. The Board supports this recommendation
and the Collector has been authorised to appoint the Inspectors, when necessary, in

icipati ction ) S
antm%:;?l?ﬁeﬁ tht?o:nm lna‘ﬁoenzi?li!tlewﬂl, the Collector considers, suf_ﬁce_ for the
present to put%ligxnhand the ordinary Loeal fund repairs of roads, village site improve-
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ments and minor irrigation work repairs, and that there will be enough to provide
work for those requiring it until the end of the current month. This is being done
wherever needed.

6. As regards the future, the Collector considers that—

(1) If the rains in the future are good, no relief will be required.
(2) If the rains are only moderate, some relief works may be necessary in the
next hot weather.

. (3) If the September and the north-east monsoon rains fail, there will be
distress amounting to famine in the affeeted parts gradually intensifying till next
south-west monsoon.

(4) I1f there be no improvement during the early part of September, and th
rains hold off, it will be necessary to open relief works at the beginnilzxg of O’ctober. g
. During the week subsequent to the Collector’s report, there was a fair fall of rain
in the most affected areas, viz., at Omaliir and Sankaridrug.

7. With regard to the provision of work for those who may be in need of relief
the Collector’s programme was submitted to Government with Board’s Proceedings’
dated 4th August 1891, No. 178, and he has since been called upon to revise the list
with reference to the instructions conveyed in Board’s Proceedings, dated 23rd J uly
1891, No. 450. In his letter now under reference, he shows that the matter is receiving
attention and his further report on this matter may be awaited. Estimates should
however, be got ready as rapidly as possible for the Local fund and minor irrigatiox;
works alluded to in paragraph 34 of his report.

8. As regards his proposal to entrust all relief works to the Public Works
Department, the Board considers that this agency should be utilised to the greatest
possible extent, and the Collector should, in correspondence with the Executive
Engineer, determine what establishment will be required for the supervision of work
on the major irrigation works which he would select for execution on failure of

- the September rains. In the event of its being necessary, owing to the absence of

]

irrigation works, to employ labour on the breaking of road metal or the stacking of
gravel,. the Board considers that the Collector should look for assistance to the
professional agency of the Local Fund Engineering Department which is accustomed
to the carrying out of work of this kind, and which would of course be strengthened
for the purpose.

9. The Board will be glad to have an early report as to what works can b
selected in the Tiruchengdd taluk in the event of distress deepening there. :

10. As regards the distribution of gratuitous relief, it will be sufficient at first
to establish the kitchens preseribed in section 72 of the Famine Code, sheds beinig
erected where necessary to provide shelter for the homeless, :

11. If the season does not improve the Collector desires that a Special De
Collector may be appointed for magisterial and appellate work of tlﬁa Salemp;lxg.
Ndmakal-Tiruchengdd divisions. The Board supports this proposal and also that for
the appointment of Special _Sub-Magistrates in the taluks alluded to so as to relieve
the Tahsildars of all magisterial work. These appointments will, in the Board’s
opiniofl, only be necessary in the event of a failure of the September and October
rains, '

12. In the event of afailure of the September rains, or at an earlier date, if the

- Collector should wish it, the Commissioner will visit the district and consult with the

Collector as to whether any measures for the relief of distress b
those already suggested by the Collector, ress can be taken other than

(A true Copy and Extract.)

(Signed) R, YV, SRINIVASIAR,
Acting Secretary.

To the Becretary to Government, Revenue Department.
", Collector of Balem. T

Copy to the Government of India, Revenue and Agricultural Department.
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Orper—dated 23rd September 1891, No. 897, Revenue.

His Excellency the Governor in
Council concurs generally in the Board’s
' remarks. He considers it desirable that
the C(i missioner should visit the district and consult with the Collector at once.

2. The action reported in paragraph 5 of the Proceedings is approved.

»3. The Government will be prepared to sanction the appointment of a Special
Deputy Collector and of Special Sub-Magistrates, as recommended in paragraph 11,
should necessity arise.

4. The attention of the Public Works Department is invited to paragraphs 37
and 46 of the Collector’s letter. The Collector will be asked by wire how many
Public Works Department subordinates will be required if relief works have to be
opened at the beginning of October.

(True Extract.)
(Signed)

Miscellaneous.

C. A. GALTON,
Secretary to Government,

To the Commissioner of Revenue Settlement, Land Records and Agriculturs,
s» the Public Works Department (Irrigation).

»» the Public Works Department (Works).

»» the Financial Department.

Exd. T. K. Narayana Aiyangar,

90 Copies.



ok “ ﬁw
]
i
e
Y -y
.
b
L,
.

y R
\ . . * i
0 A A T - . . -
- - 4 b ‘!‘E 3 i\

23rD Sxp'mmmi 1891: No. 897, Revenue. 21

Orper—dated 23rd September l§9], No. 897, Revenue.
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g ’ < MWl . His Excellency the Governor in
o : o R Rt N, , . Council concurs generally in the Board’s
j . remarks. He considers it desirable that
the Commissioner should visit the district and consult with the Collector at once.
<. 2. The agtion”r_gpﬁo{tpd in paragraph 5 of the Proceedings is approved.
3. The Government will "be prepared to sanction the appointment of a Special

Deputy Collector and“‘)f Special Sub-1gistrates, as recommended in paragraph 11,
should necessity arise." \I*

« . 4. The attention of the Public Works Department is invited to paragraphs 37
and 46 of the Collector’s letter. The Collector will be asked by wire how many

Public Works Department subordinates will be required if relief works have to be
opened at the beginning of October.

* i
.

(True Extract.)

(Signed) C. A. GALTON,
Secretary to Government,

To the Commissioner of Revenue Settlement, Land Re
»» the Public Works Department (Irrigation),

»» the Public Works Department (Works).

s» the Financial Department,

cords and Agriculture,

1 September 1891, No. 897.

district and consult
s to whether any

can be taken,

Exd. T. K. Narayana Aiyangar,
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ments and minor irrigation work repairs, and that there will be enough to provide
work for those requiring it until the end of the current month. This is being done
wherever needed.

6. As regards the future, the Collector considers that—

(1) If the rains in the future are good, no relief will be required.

(2) If the rains are only moderate, some relief works may be necessary in the
next hot weather.

(3) If the September and the north-east monsoon rains fail, there will be
distress amounting to famine in the affected parts gradually intensifying till next
south-west monsoon.

(4) If there be no improvement during the early part of September, and the
rains hold off, it will be necessary to open relief works at the beginning of October.

During the week subsequent to the Collector’s report, there was a fair fall of rain
in the most affected areas, viz., at Omalir and Sankaridrug.

7. With regard to the provision of work for those who may be in need of relief
the Collector’s programme was submitted to Government with Board’s Proceedings,
dated 4th August 1891, No. 178, and he has since been called upon to revise the list
with reference to the instructions conveyed in Board’s Proceedings, dated 25rd July
1891, No. 450. In his letter now under reference, he shows that the matter is receiving
attention and his further report on this matter may be awaited. Estimates should,
however, be got ready as rapidly as possible for the Local fund and minor irrigation
works alluded to in paragraph 34 of his report.

§. As regards his proposal to entrust all relief works to the Public Works
Department, the Board considers that this agency should be utilised to the greatest
possible extent, and the Collector should, in correspondence with the Executive
Engineer, determine what establishment will be required for the supervision of work
on the major irrigation works which he would select for execution on failure of
the September rains. In the event of its being necessary, owing to the absence of
irrigation works, to employ labour on the breaking of road metal or the stacking of
gravel, the Board considers that the Collector should look for assistance to the
professional agency of the Local Fund Engineering Department which is accustomed
to the carrying out of work of this kind, and which would of course be strengthened
for the purpose.

9. The Board will be glad to have an early report as to what works can be
selected in the Tiruchengdd taluk in the event of distress deepening there.

’

10. As regards the distribution of gratuitous relief, it will be sufficient at first
to establish the kitchens prescribed in section 72 of the Famine Code, sheds being
erected where necessary to provide shelter for the homeless.

11. If the season does not improve the Collector desires that a Special Deputy
Collector may be appointed for magisterial and appellate work of the Salem ani
Ndmakal-Tiruchengéd divisions. The Board supports this proposal and also that for
the appointment of Special Sub-Magistrates in the taluks alluded to so as to relieve
the Tahsildars of all magisterial work. These appointments will, in the Board’s
opinion, only be necessary in the event of a failure of the September and October
rains.

12. In the event of a failure of the September rains, or at an earlier date, if the
Collector should wish it, the Commissioner will visit the district and consult with the
Collector as to whether any measures for.the relief of distress can be taken other than
those already suggested by the Collector.

(A true Copy and Extract.)
(Signed) R. V. SRINTVASIAR,
Acting Secretary.

To the Secretary to Government, Revenue Departrent.
,»  Collector of Salem.

Copy to the Government of India, Revenue and Agricultural Department.
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GOVERNMENT OF MADRAS.

REVENUE DEPARTMENT.

Reap—the following Proceedings of the Board of Revenue (Revenue Settlement, Land
Records aad Agriculture), dated 8th September 1891, No. 560 :—

Mgr. Crogsroun.

Read—the following letter from G. STOKES, Esq., Collector and District Magistrate
of Salem, to the Secretary to the Commissioner of Revenue Settlement, Land
Records and Agriculture, dated Salem, 29th August 1891, No. 1858 :—

I have the honour to submit the following report on the state of the season and
the condition and prospects of the district.

2. Rainfall.—The following statement shows the rainfall of the years 1888-89,
1889-90 and 1890-91, compared with the average of the ten years ending 1887-88 and
the average of the six years previous to the famine :—

AVERAGE RAIN- Aeriian on | # -
FALL OF THE e
SIX YEARS ENDING | 10 \f;;j g;mxc 1888-89. 1889-90. | 1890-91.
1875-76. Ll ‘
i |
Rain-registering . e — = S N = T e e
stations. & | 8 & - ‘ BN ’ | & ] [ = 3
w w o l | @ ‘ I
SBR[ 2B 5d | S8 | 54 | 35| 54 | 25 | s
=g S 3 = g 25 | 25 3= =g S 3 =g S &
=z | - HD © = = 3 - S .= o= QS =
a3 o= =3 3= ~3Z ’ s = a2 B 23 1 <5
< o < o |« | © < S | = | S
) T T
| | -
Salem Taluk, 1 L H f ‘, | ‘
\ \ |
Salem .. .. . [ 2927 | 1546 “ 2255 | 1159 | 3849 | 1224 | 9152 | g.g
Rasipur ., . . 17:08 12:87 | 1770 8:00 28:75 643 | 1763 | 835
Omalur " &% . 18:35 i 10-95 [ 1668 | 833 2514 11:76 22:46 | 9-58
‘[ | 2157 | 13-08 1 1897 | 931 | 3079 | 1014 | 2053 i 916
Atir Taluk, ‘ ‘ ‘\ | ! |
; | [
£ [
Ator o o . ‘ = | 2082 | 16°10 | 2035 | 1525 2475 975 f 23-14 | 14-18
] | I |
| _— [ [
Nimalkal Taluk. | g ’ ‘ i ‘
Namakal . - o ] ‘é 16-02 13-60 13-26 3:93 29:10 9-28 925 1520
Paramathi ., . . ‘ » 1329 9-71 } 990 | 115 20-00 } T89 1 965 | 1355
| - | e | —
f e 5 [ 1465 | 1165 | 1158 | 775 | o435 858 945 | 14-37
J | J 1 ! \ |t
Tivuehengéd Taluk. | ‘:: | | ‘
| A 1 |
Tiruchengod - o _'_;' 1519 | 12 59 13:11 6:10 [ 21-55 800 | 8:80 | 1400
Bankaridrug .o e é 18-41 12-48 961 | 7:30 22-51 7731 1413 525
o _ | — [
| g 1650 | 12.58 | 1136 | @ 70| 22:03| 832 1146 | 962
7] |— | \ [ [
Dharmapuri Taluk. } |
Dharmapuri . o | 2025 15-11 19-88 | 1374 2314 877 | 1320 174
Pennagaram ve oo | | 19:87 | 1364 [ 13-83 | 503 24-45 ‘ 9-80 | 16:10 ‘ 785
\ | oy \ ; "
| [ 2006 \ 14°37 16-85 ‘ 9-38 23:79 } 9-98 1465 | 12:62




2 1
Rain- 5 G
statious. i
it
Hostir Taluk.
Hosfir . .. .
D“mik“‘ .s W
Krishnagiri Taluk
Tirupatir Taluk. B 3
Tinpaﬁr S D g
‘imysmbtdl o W
Uttankarai Ex LT / } ;’f 2138
Harur 5 i b ' | ;2183
s
Shevaroy Hills .. .. | 24098 - 24°50 | 6033
District Average ..| 23:04| 12:26| 2008 | 14-09 | 1835 | 1162 | 2682 | X

8530 average for 6 yea.rs en«hng 187& f g, fhiots
8415 do. for10 do. do. 1888 '
29-97 do. of 1888-89,
3645 do. of 1859-90.
31:31 do.- of 1830-91.

Taking the district asa whole it will be seen that the ramfall as a whol
deficient except in one year, when there was a slight excess. In that one y¢
be seen that while there was an excess under the south-west monsoon, there
deficiency under the north-east. In that year, also, the distribution of the ra
not normal. Looking into the details of the statement, it will be seen that t er
has been deficient in Salem division, of the Salem taluk, in all monsoons buﬁ
the south-west monsoon of 1889-90. In Rasipur, the south-west fnonsoon has been
normal in all 3 years, while the north-east has failed. Omaldr has had om
season with one failure of the south-west monsoon, and but a slight deficiency in the
north-east. Atdr has had one failure of the north-east monsoon and not altogethés: »*““
bad seasons otherwise. Namakal has had one good south-west monsoon and one north-
east monsoon, the last good, but the rest have been failures. Paramathi has had but
two failures of the south-west monsoon. In Hostr, both divisions, the seasons have
been practically normal, while the same is true of Krishnagiri. Tn Tirupatir divi-
sion the south-west monsoons have practically not failed at all, while the last two
north-east monsoons have been failuies. In Viniyambddi the season has been the

~same, except that only one north-east monsoon has failed. 1In the Uttankarai division,

~ the south-west monsoon has not failed, but the two last north-east monsoons have
been failures. In the Harur d1v1s10n, however, the seasons have been normal. The
above remarks may be summarized in the annexed statement where—

L g pt;nds for favorable season, or nearly up to, or above, the average ; and
Fmds for unfavorable, or considerably below the average.

» SppremBer 1891, No. 897, REVENUE. : 3
X 5 . - 1888-89. 1889-90. 1890-91.
S % 'l'. #altg. =2 Total
Rain-registering Total Un-
- stations. Bouth- North- South - North- South- North- |Favorable. | 3 vorable
: | wesl mon-| east mon- | west mon- | east mon- | west won-| east mon- ’
soon, soon. soon. soon. soon, SOOM.
g‘g‘?ﬁ' b T e . . IFI g F U U U 1 5
v 03 e F U F U 3 3
g:;lh T vs e g g F F F ) ] 1
r .. T R o . F U F ¥ 5 1
Ni.mlkl__[. L ae . U U F U U X 2 4
Paramathi .. . HE U F F F U ¥ 4 2
‘Fm?ngﬁ .. e U U F U U F 2 4
Sankaridrug s U U F U U U 1 5
Dharmapun , , o F U F U U F 3 3
Pennagaram L § TR U T F U T U 1 5
Hosar e e U U F F F F 4 2
Denkanikota o % U U F U F F 3 3
Krishnagiri ., o e U U F F F F 4 2
¥ n‘upa.tur . .. . F F F U F U 4 2
Viniyanbadi Ve 2 F F F F F U 5 1
Uttankarai ., - w5 F F F U F U 4 2
Harur L dae o v F F F U F F 5 L
Shevaroys .. v e F P F U U U 3 3

From this we learn that the Salem division of the Salem taluk, the Sankari
division of Tiruchengéd, and the Pennagaram division of Dharmapuri have had only
one normal monsoon in the last six—the south-west monsoon of 1889-90. The Ndmakal
division of Ndmakal, the Tiruchengdd division of Tiruchengéd have had only two
normal monsoons in the last six, but those have been the south-west of 1889-90 and
the north-east of 1890-91. Rasipur, Denkanikéta, Dharmapuri and Shevaroys have
had three normal and three unfavorable monsoons; ’and in the rest of the district there
has been a preponderance of normal.

3. Monsoons.—The following table shows the actual deficiency in the rainfall :—

1888-89. 1889-90. 1890-91.

Taluks. South-west | North-east | South-west | North-east | South-west | North-cast
monsoon monsoon monsoon monsoon monsoon monsoon

(April to (October to | (April to | (October to (April to (October to
September). March). September). | March). September). March).

Salem .. - e wié | — 2:60 — 377 9:22 —  2:94 — 1°04 — 392
Atar - ., . .o .e as — 047 — 085 I 3:93 — 635 + 232 — 192
Néamakal A3 . .e .| — 307 — 390 + 990 — 307 — 520 4+ 272
‘Tiruchengéd .. - e | — 544 — 583 + 523 — 421 - 534 — 291
Dharmapuri .. .e o .o — 321 — 499 + 373 - 509 — 54l — 175
Hosar . . oo oo — 450 — 134 2:48 — 035 + 464 2:25
Krishnagiri . .e . . — 078 — 191 $ 4-99 — 003 — 1-18 :‘: 650
Tirupatir .o .o - . — 0533 — 061 1-94 —_ 0-02 :t 2-16 — 573
Uttankarai o = | + 478 4+ 163 | 4+ 143 | — 554 299 — 461
Shevaroy Hills v | 4+ 132 — 048 + 1815 — 10-43 — 1018 — 460
Total Average . — 171 — 247 + 576 — 346 — 1-08 — 176

.

4. The following statement shows the monthly rainfall in each taluk aud the
rainfall up to date.
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Tt will be seen from the above that the minor showers in April 1891, wluch a.ré.
not due to the influence of any of the monsoons, were about the average . in all tho’
taluks. z g :

In May 1891, however, about the end of which the south-west monsoon nsua’ll :
bursts with an average of 4-22 inches, there was little or no rain in Salem, Ndmalkal
Dharmapuri, Hostir, Uttankarai and even on the Shevaroy Hills. In Atuir, ‘Tiru-
chengdd and Tu‘upatur, the rains were much less than, and in Krishnagiri abo'nt, ﬁzo
average for the respective taluks. The total average rainfall of the district was )t

*96 of an inch against 362 in 1890-91, 2:82 in 1889-90, 3‘61 in 1888—89 and 4-22,
the average of the 10 years ending 1887-88. ke em

In June 1891, the rainfall was above the ave of the respective talnhm/'

Salem, Nimakal, Tlruchengdd Hostr, Krishnagir pahit and Uttamlmmi, and
below it in the Atir and Dharmapurl taluks a:nd on the Shevaroys. The total

average rainfall of the distriet was 2-61 mches against 2- 08 the avarage of ﬁm 1 o
years ending 1887-88. : et
In July 1891, the rainfall was oonmdembly less than the average in «’ﬂﬁm
taluks except Attir Dharmapuri and Hostr, where it was about half the average.
‘In August 1891 (up to 22nd), except in Atir, Dharmapuri, Hostir and ' lirupati
where the rainfall was between 1and 2 mches, them was ltttle or no rain in thé
remaining taluks.

5 'r

5. Thus the position may be anmmeﬁ up by saymg that the south-west mmaon
has completely failed throughout the distriet, and that it has followed a succession of
bad seasons in the Tiruchengéd and Salem taluks, especially in the Sankamdrng
division and in the western part of Salem, and in the Pennagaram division pd{
Dharmapuri, while in the Uttankari division and the Tirupatir divisions, it has followed
three in different monsoons. In the rest of the district the pomtum is not matermlly
aggravated by former bad seasons.

6. Cultivation.—Statement A, herewith submitted, et
cultivation (1st crop), &e., in each of the faslis 1296 to 1300.

The extent cultivated in fasli 1300, 1890--91, in many instances exceeds even
that in the last favorable year, viz., fasli 1296, and is not of itself an index to the
state of the season. The rains of June, which were nearly normal, led to the plough-
ing and sowing of the land. But owing to the subsequent failure of the rains, the
crop on all the lands so sown, except those under wells, has been lost and the ryots
are only the poorer by the loss of their seed. The crop has now been totally lost on
all dry lands sown prior to, and in the early part of, July.

From the amount of remissions granted, however, it may be seen that the season
in the faslis from 1298 has been bad in the Salem, Txruchengdd and Uttankarai
taluks.

the occupied area,

7. A statement B, showing the cultivation in each month of the five years endmg
1890-91 and in each month up to July of the current year in each taluk, is sub-
mitted. The following is an abstract thereof :—

A s P P A

23rp SepremsEr 1891, No: 897, REVENUE. 7

3 ’ APRIL. May. JuNE.
Taluks. —_—
Dry. Wet. Dry. Wet. Dry. ‘j Wet.
1 2 3 4 5 6 T | 8
: ACS, ACS. ACS, ACS. Acs. Acs.
! Average of five years
Salem _ .. oS M ending 1890-91 ., 7,763 1,377 11,982 1,122 25,263 1,241
! 1891-92° .. .. | 2,357 921 3,685 768 | 18,695 986
Atér % o { Average ot 4w 852 1,024 409 564 1,852 1,437
: k891—92 B = g 312 413 207 174 2,925 1,573
Némakal .. & @ { verage i o 1,8l8 1,292 2,505 1,250 8,007 2,166
: o I €. 1,068 2,576 2,554 4,755 1,668
Pilethengad o L { verage ‘.. . .. 2,722 1,173 16,565 1,826 22,189 1,200
ng! k891—92 I 5,172 993 4,347 366 30,997 1,592
P verage Ve A% 681 2,053 332 371 5,004 676
Hosnt 1w, { P01~ 3 "8 1 6 il
D k A { Average .. .. 581 607 9,340 1,335 31,393 1,605
hanapari 291—92 i3 = % gw 736 9,142 "987 19,673 1,037
: £ verage .. .. 40 467 1,835 936 17,010 755
Ranpdgsi R Y S 28 132 243 675 . o
y Average .. .. 837 268 437 346 | 12,339 960
Tirupattr .. o TS 7 9 1 2 . .
T R T O P L 315 269 203 105 7,041 472
b { A891292 L. .. 6 | 19 L 6 1,178 50
Total { Average ¥ e 16,109 | 8,551 43,608 | 7,854 130,098 10,512
“|1891-82 .. . . 9,857 | 4297 l 13,203 I 5,538 | 78,223 6,906
|
" Jury. ToTAL.
Taluks. [ |
& s Dry. ’ Wet, Dry. l Wet.
9 l 10 11 12
‘ :
ACS. ACS. ACS. ACS.
Average of five years end-
Salem = . . ing 1890-91 e . 44,692 1,440 89,700 5,180
1891-92 .. RFTR 46,956 2,510 71,693 | 5,185
Average .. s . 6,880 2,462 9,993 5,487
g i3 PRI ) o S R 7126 572 4,170 }‘ 0752
Average .. as T | 19,082 3,397 31,412 8,105
Namakal 00 oo oo {l19008 . o , 5,449 1,948 14,039 7,238
2 Average .. x - 30,256 404 71,732 4,603
Tirachengéd .. { 1891-92 .. .. .. 41,648 981 82,164 3,932
Average ,, - - 16,143 1,384 22,160 4,484
Hosér .. .. { 1891-92 .. .. .. 10,948 4,132 10,952 4141
4 Average .. .. .. 16,115 1,195 57,429 4,742
Dharmapuri = [ oo, .. { 1891-92 .. .. . 25,984 1,387 | 18512 | 4,147
: AR Average .. i, 85 33,706 2,007 | 53,091 4,165
Krishnagiri o i 1891-92 .. .. .. 37,478 2,808 | 37,749 3.615
g Average .. o = 21,652 904 35,265 2,477
Tirupatér .. { 1801-92 .. .. .. 30,429 2,397 30,437 2,408
5 Average ., . . 14,873 484 22,432 1,351
Uttankarai { 1891-92 .. .. .. 21,942 §43 23,127 918
Average .. .. .. 203,399 13,677 393,214 40,594
Folal { 1891-92 .. .. .. 921,560 l 17,578 322,813 34,319

The average cultivation of the five years ending 1890-91 amounts to 1,221,536
acres under dry and 125,708 acres under wet, and the average cultivation up to the
end of July on the average of the same five yearsis 393,2 14 acres under dr y and
40,594 acres under wet. The cultivation in the current year up to the end of July
amounts to only 322,843 acres under dry, and 34,319 acres under wet, or 82:10 and
84+54 per cent., respectively, of the average figures. The decrease occurs in all the
taluks except Tiruchengéd and Uttankarai. In Tiruchengdd the timely rains in May
and June seem to have induced many ryots to cultivate their lands in the hope of
getting further rains which unfortunately diseppointed them. In Uttankarai the
increase is small. The amount of cultivation under the south-west monsoon is, it will be
seen, large under normal conditions in Salem, Ndmakal, Tiruchengdd and the taluks
of the sub-division. In the former taluks, a large amount of dry cultivation is also
made in the months of August, September, October and November. DBut as quite
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half of the total cultivation made up to Jﬁﬂy must have been Iost it will be seen that
the failure of the south-west monsoon in  those taluks followmg seasons such as I
bhave shown above must be a more semms matter than even in other parts of the
distriet.

of grain and other articles of produe
1890-91. Particulars for the ears 1 ‘
Board’s Proceedings, dated 20th Sep

Ne. 283 Seien

8. Prices.—The followmg ntatememf_ \sompa:es the number of seers of 80 tolas

tn{me in each of the years 1887-88 to
£ 801:0 1889—90 have been taken from

i A L ' :
5 B [ St 1 2 Pri
1 - L 2 w
’Aﬁx:id‘ | May | June | July {on 22nd
] - | 1891, | 1891 1891. | August
1891.
I 10-05 969 $s
11:6 11-3 10-62
17:58 16°85 §is
1935 | 1855 | ..
213 | 193 | 1797
202 . 195 18:19
24-43 226 | 21-3¢
2552 | +24-65 P
2325 21-88 o5
131 13-12 ¥

‘,} salt, the prices of all

sion of bad seasons.

gm considerably higher

, ted, as from the book con-

Dy the ﬁmmmt of Indm., it is
8 Tule dmh'wt 1in certain
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Average | Average | Average | Average | Price on
Average | Average | Average ice 1 io0 f sve fox .2 | Saturday
Taluks. price for | price for | price for Pr;lfgrilm | P n)(;avor P'}“:’ne"r ' P”;{‘l‘l;m the 22nd
1888-89. | 1§89-90. | 1890-91. | 740q; ' 1891. 1891. ‘ 1891. ’ Angust
|
Ragi. . (
Atftr - o ‘e 22:95 28-71 2558 2479 | 22°40 23-25 22-54 20-52
Salem e 55 30-38 38-20 27-27 24-79, 2513 23-04 21-89 | 20-94
Hosfr, . oo 39-39 42715 36-49 32-98 32-08 31-04 2716 27°16
Dhanﬁpun — e 3175 32:67 29:95 27-93 | 27-64 26-09 2405 2134
Krishnagiri .. o oo 31-16 31-10 28-22 2551 ‘ 26-28 22-40 21-34 20-37
Néamakal .o §# 29-74 29-30 2501 24-61 2335 21-84 20°H4 20-52
Tiruchengéd Y 26174 2687 24°59 2209 | 2184 | 8 19-10 2052
Uttankarai .. W . 3267 29-66 2580 2352 | 2352 5 2100 20-16
Tirupatdgr ., i .o 3088 27-84 2589 21-92 21-84 | 19-81 2058
I}
Cholm. |
Atar oo " 2 25-39 26:92 22-11 21-11 20°93 24+57 20-69 | 18-20
Balem i i . 2581 25-7b 21-87 20°93 21°11 209 1865 | 18-20
Hosiir e # o - . ¢ . . . | ..
Dharmapuri s . s aie . .. - . . | .
Krishnagiri .. .e o 30-92 28-90 28-26 2592 24-08 2224 2180 -
Néamakal ve o . 26-24 2817 | 21-19 21-09 21-00 2153 18:95 ‘ 20°02
Tiruchengdd v e 24-35 2511 21-27 19°58 18:95 * 1869 16-25 17:29
Uttankarai .. s . e . . s w ) | .
Tirupattr . .n 23-09 . . . . [ . | .
| |
Cumbu. ( ‘ { |
| * 1
Atfr . .. .o 2791 27-70 2522 ‘ 2296 | 21'81 22-30 22:04 | 20450
Balem . .. e 22-89 24-22 2359 21-32 21-32 21-15 2042 I 19-68
Hosfir . o e - . l . o v e .o
Dharnfhpuri 2 £ 2 il B T T
Krishnagiri ,, ‘e .3 29-78 3C-28 26 60 \ 22:56 22:37 20-49 1983 | 17-86
Namakal .o . o 28-05 28:47 21-06 2065 18-71 17-82 17:63 | 18-04
Tiruchengéd ve  wale ‘22713 2527 | 2272 | 2130 2073 2000 1845 ( 18-04
Uttankarai ., . .. 30-92 2658 24-80 1 22:68 22:68 22-68 20-25 17-82
Tirupatir . o 2757 2543 ‘ 22:76 ‘ 20-41 19-44 19-19 17-82 ’ 1539
. i

It will be seen from the above that™ the price of second-sort rice is considerably
higher .in Tirupatir (9'50) and Uttankarai (9-74) than in the other taluks—Salem
and Tiruchengdd following them ; that the price of ragi, the standard grain for the
district, rules highest in UtMHkaral, that cholum, the price of which in July at
Tu‘ucheugod was 1625 seers, has since fallen to 17 29 seers the rupee, and that it is
the highest at which it sells ; and that cumbu sells as high as 15°39 and 1782 secers «
the rupee in Tirupatir and Uttankarai, respectively.

10. A statement D showing the average monthly prices is submitted.

11 The staple grains of the district are second-sort rice, ragi, cholum and cumbn,
and their scarcity rates as fixed in G.O., dated 11th September 1880 No. 1137, are
compared below with the prevailing rates :—

Scareity rate
Average F:"::L::{ES 5{11;( flﬁ:;titf?; Prices’for | Percentage | Percentage
) price during | 27 3 the week | of rise over | below the
Btaple grains. the famine |°f t}}rele years l(lrt}?\ ‘d‘;ud ending 22nd | the normal | secarcity
rear 1877. encing CPIOIS ) August 1891. rates rates
year 1875-76. ber 1880, » .
No. 1137.
: 1 2. 3 4 5 | 6 7
1
Rice .o oo on . - 73 1430 85 10-62 2573 | 2404
Ragi .o o0 er ee . 9-2 27-52 135 21-34 2946 5807
Cholum .. 5 " i 875 2325 115 18:19 2176 5817
Cumbu o S 93 2592 | 130 17-97 3067 | 3823

It will be seen from the above that while the price of ragi and cholum shows a
rise of less than 25 per cent. over the normal rates, that of rice shows a rise of 25-73
per cent. and cumbu 30°67 per cent. The large rise in the price of cumbu is due to
the entire failure of the cumbu crop sown in ’\I‘W and June owing to want of rain in
July and August. The price of ragi which is the standard grain for this district is
58-07 per cent. below the scarcity rate.
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12. Having given particulars for the whole district r
and prices, I pgrogeeed to review the state of eaehtulﬁk
Tahsildars. The Personal Assistant Dep!}fy Collector h:
Omaldr division of the Salem taluk and the General Charg
Némakal division. Copies of their reports are suhmj‘ttadg j

18. Atiér.—The rainfall of one inch on the g;léh
condition of the standing crops, Viz., ragl ’ﬁﬁmﬁu, .
operations are in progress. Ryo wait 1 Jfﬂﬁh
supply is insufficient. ‘

14. Krishnagiri—The standing
oil seeds are fading for want of rain.
cattle are dying. Water-supply
obtained with difficulty in some
* 15, Tirupatir—The standin
thovarai (dholl), castor-oil plants,
good “wells and under the Pdldr irri
some places cumbu iglost ; in other p
and samai were sown after the rains in

lying waste for want of rain. Pasture
i.n som'e% : i & .
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M«Mm thmeiem cultivation was much -less than in the two previous years.
Of the arca oropped,
The information furnished by the Tahsildar on the state of the season is meagre, and

_Viz., 24,045 acres, cumbu, cholum and ragi cover more than half.

the Head Assistant Collector will be asked to submit a detailed report as early as
possible. : :

20. Salem.—The standing crops, viz., paddy, ragi, pani varagu, cumbu, samai,
m, i, gingelly, castor-oil seeds, thovarai (dholl), avarai (beans), ground-nut
and varagu in Mecheri, Omalir, Salemsand Karipatti firkas have already withered or
are fdding. The crops under wells in the Rasipur, Salem and Karipatti firkas, are in

- a fair condition. Thenai, cumbu and varagu in the Rasipur firka are being har-

vested, outturn being from 4 to 8 annas. Agricultural operations are at a standstill
except under wells in some parts of the Rasipur firka. If there be rain before the
5th September, cholum, varagu, cumbu, ground-nut, avarai (beans), thovarai, (dholl)
and castor-oil seeds in some villages and crops under wells will revive. No
crops in the Mecheri firka, however, will be benefited. = If.rain falls after the 5th
September and before the 15th October, the standing crops will not be benefited
except those under wells having a fair supply, which may thrive and yield an outturn
of not more than 8 annas. If rain falls within the 6th September, cholum, perum
cumbu, ragi, karunjamai, tobacco, white thenai, horse-gram, black gram, Bengal gram
and green gram may be sown ; also paddy under wells and irrigation sources. If

rain falls after the 5th September and before the 15th October, pani varagu, cholum,

perum cumbu, horse-gram, Bengal gram and black gram may be sown or transplanted ;
also paddy under wells and irrigation sources. The Tahsildar reports that small
farmers and agriculturaldabourers suffer mych because they find no labour, that some
people eat aloe roots and prickly-pear fruits, that cattle suffer much from want of
fodder, and that some of them have actually died. Scarcity of water even for drinking
purposes for men and cattle is very keenly felt except in some villages of the Rasipur,
Karipatti and Salem firkéis. Almost all the tanks and streams are empty and supply

in wells is diminishing. .

21. The following facts are gathered from the Perspnal Assistant Deputy
Collector’s report on the state of season in the Omalnir division of the Salem taluk :—

There are 70 tanks in the division. Most of them are empty and none has
received any decent supply. There was literally no cultivation under tanks. Under
only one tank (Gollapatti) this has been commenced, and seedlings have been raised
under a few others. There is no water in the great majority of the wells used for
agricultural purposes. The wells used for drinking purposes are, except in a few
cases which do not, however, supply the requisite quantity of water, nearly dried up.

" The loudest complaint which one meets with is as regards the drinking-water supply,

and drought seems to threaten man and beast more than any other, foreboding
serious alarm. The standing crops are samai, cumbu, cholum, gingelly, ragi,
varagu, pani varagu, castor-oil seeds, thenai, thovarai (dholl) and avarai (beans).
Pani varagu is lost everywhere. Kullan cumbu appears to have been harvested in
some places and yielded a two-anna crop. In some places it is a hopeless crop and
stalks are drying up. Even immediate rainfall will hardly benefit the erop. The
crop is in many places cut and used for fodder. Gingelly is almost lost. | Ragi, which is
the most considerable staple grain, is nowhere seen to any appreciable extent. In some
places it has been eaten by green worms. In some villages ragi seedlings raised for
transplantation have been partly lost. Varagu is in a fair condition. Castor-oil seeds
and thovarai (dboll) are in a good condition. Perum cumbu, cholum, samai, ragi,
and thenai are fading. The Deputy Collector writing on the 6th August censidered
that “these crops would revive if rain fell in a fortnight, but there has been no fall
of rain worth mentioning since. The extent cultivated is about 30 per cent. of thut
cultivated in fasli 1296. The year is worse than most of the preceding years in
which rainfall was deficient, and the country presents a sericus un.d an alarming aspect.
About 8,000 kandagams of ragi and 1,200 of paddy are held in stock exclusive of
the stock held by the ryots for their private consumption. The markets are sufficiently
supplied. In no shandy or market has any complaint been received or known as to
the deficiency of stock for sale to intending purchasers. The grain trade is nowhere
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lax and the supply is equal to the demand, which, however, is on the increase owing
to the absence of harvest of the early crop ‘which should have been had by this time.
" Prices are on the increase. There has, however, been no sudden rise, but, so far as
the dry grains are concerned, the present prices are 60 per cent. higher than those
: which prevailed in the harvest time in a good year and about 40 per cent. higher
. than the price which prevailed in the last harvest time. * The prices have not reached
3 any alarming stage, but are of course very dear. About 40,000 peopte purchase
~ grain in ots and about 60,000 live upon stheir stock, which will carry them from
n some places there is pasture and fodder which
hey are either quite insufficient or scarce.
and used for cattle.  Small and poor
and, wherever procurable, leaves of
‘are being utilized as fodder. ~Cattle are
their price is falling. The classes that
olies of the Pan:}l and Chuckler castes.
nployment, agricultural operations being
y y‘?ﬂﬂ-wi%:l ryots in improving their-
; some who could obtain credit
ed to towns in hopes of finding
‘been received, but there is no
everywhere ; some make up their
‘addition of alo¢ roots and prickly-
‘means available for purchase of
1 of gain under the north-east
to start any relief works,
ff measures of relief would
‘sufficient for the present.
famangalam and south of
ditien to the Omalir divi-
each crop during the past
of the three years ending

-

. " one month to one year and above. In
are being used up rapidly. In other p
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A statement G showing the area cultivated under each crop during the past four
months, compared with the average of the same months of the three years ending
1889-90, is submitted, from which it will be seen that 86,095 acres were cultivated up
to the end of July against the three years’ average of 72,614 acres. The increase is
due, as already stated, to the timely rains in May and June, which, however, were not

followed by further rains as expected. Cumbu covers more than 60,000 acres.

Particulars of harvests and outturn are not reported. The standing cumbu crops are
reported to have almost withered. e

93. The statistics of rainfall, cultivation and prices, and the review of the taluks
given above will show that the only taluks giving cause for anxiety at present are
Salem, Tiruchengéd and Uttankarai, where there has been a succession of bad seasons

since 1888-89. The whole of the Salem taluk, however, connot be said to be

seriously affected. It is only the western portion, viz., the tract of country lying to
the west of the Tirumanimuthar, that is so. The country on that side of the river is
on a high level and is always the first to be affected by bad seasons. The most
generally felt wants at present are drinking water and fodder. That the first should
fail is not to be wondered at considering the almost complete cessation of rains since
December last, for any rain which has since fallen has been in local and partial
showers. This of course has brought with it a complete failure of pasture.

94. With a view to relieve, as far as our resources allow, the first want, I have,
in mv memorandum, dated 7th August 1891, No. 1284-L.F., requested Presidents of
the Taluk Boards, Salem, Nédmakal, and Tirupatir to take early steps tosimprove, in
all legitimate ways, the existing drinking-water supply, either by sinking new wells
or deepening and improving existing wells, in those localities where the pressure is
most severely felt, and have informed them that for this purpose the District Board
will be prepared to-consider favorably applications for extra allotments. The budget
grant, including subsequent allotments, for improvement of water-supply in the three
Tocal Fund taluks of Salem, Ndmakal and Tirupatiir, which include the affected
localities, amounts to Rs. 3,010, of which Rs. 1,096 have been spent up to July
(inclusive). The Salem Taluk Board has since sanctioned Rs. 1,000 for improvement
of water-supply, and the Némakal Taluk Board has applied for an allotment of Rs. 1,487
for deepening the bed of, and improving, the Kamalalayam tank. No intimation of
the steps taken to improve water-supply has been received from the President of the
Tirupatir Taluk Board. T am asking the Presidents of the Taluk Boards concerned to
furnish me with a weekly statement of the progress made in sinking and improving
wells. I believe, however, that estimates have been called for and submitted in most
jnstances in Salem and Tiruchengdd, and that considerable aid has been alrcady or will
immediately be given.

95. With regard to pasture, on receiving mahazars from certain villagers in the
Salem taluk requesting that their cattle be admitted to grazing in forest reserves
(with reference to the Board’s proposed amendment of section 98 of the Famine Code—
Board’s Proceedings, dated 9th September 1890, No. 274), T asked the Conservator
of Forests, Southern Circle, in my letter, dated Sth August 1891, Ref. on No. 2828-
¥ng., to let me know what forests could be opened to grazing or in which the grazing
rates could be lowered to serve the Tiruchengdd, Salem and Uttankarai taluks. With
reference to the Conservator's letter in reply, dated 17th August 1891, No. 1353, a
notice has been issued to the effect that during the prevalence of drought grazing of
cattle and sheep but not goats will be permitted free in all the reserved forests and
reserved lands of the Salem, Némakal, Tiruchengéd and Uttankarai taluks, except
certain specially protected blocks, subject to the proviso that, if any persons in charge
of, or connected with, the cattle grazing, are found destroying trees or shrub growth
either by hacking or wrenching off with their hands, the concession will at once be
cancelled as regards all cattle in their charge. Nothing more can be done in the

matter.

26. The population principally affected may [be divided into ryots and
agricultural labourers. The former are eager for loans, and it is of urgent impor-
tance, at this eritical period, to push on the digging of wells, The special well rules
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under section 10 of the Land Improvement Loans Act,
district under Government notification, dated lst Au
at page 803, of Part I of the Fort St. George Gazelle,

Tahsildars of Salem and Tiruchengdd state that a ‘
ceived every day in large numbers, and the same
affected taluks. I myself, yesterday, at @ummtg

loans. Ihave issued very stringent orders to. he
ments to see that the applications are dispos
number of applications will become so larg,
establishment to inquire into and dispose of
that two additional 1st-class Revenue Ins
may be sanctioned to inquire into, and r
Revenue Inspectors will be employed only
ment is unable to do the work required

sary to alleviate the pressure upon the
food stocks with them (I do not agree

considering that there is no grain in sto

the next harvest. ki L
27. Labourers are of two kntadgz viz.

those who are so, only, casual

if the season does nz;twii
~wander about the country,
'They have now been pract
‘near the end of their |
“through Omaldr ahd;jﬁ_h@
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ying till next south-west monsoon. If the rain holds off
e to improve during the first half of September, it will
e to open relief works, which must be started by 1st

Wh-mt monsoon rains hold off in September, it will be
measures of relief about the beginning of October in the
engdd taluks and, perhaps, afterwards, in the Uttankarai taluk.

- 94 reports Qfdlstress teach me from Pennagaram. I am calling for a
spec: vort from the Sub-Collector as to the condition of that tract,

event of its being found necessary to adopt relief measures, I propose
‘administered by means of (1) works, and (2) gratuitous relief in poor-

that relief be

houses o ]
84, ‘5-1’)“Wbrkl.—The following statement gives particulars of the programme of
- i o . £7vy?, fubgrdds 2 .
profed'i,_v l and civil agency works for 1891-92 (Board’s Proceedings, dated 4th
Augast 1891, No. 478) -
Locar, Fuxp Works. Mivor IrRriGartion Works. ToTAL.
Number of Number of Number of
‘g oool.igs re- 3 coolies re- i coolies re-
- uired per ired < ired pe
Affected taluks. e s yearp H qu;}'e(;r.per s quu'earl.)u
- ' : B z y
S o S T
g > @ 2 2 @ : }-1; k)
. < @ -] N < @ < . S
g g§ |3 |2 |8 |s|= |32 g g | =
g g < |8 | 8|S |§8|¢% % = | 2
Z, = & Z 5| = [ z ) = =
3 RS. . RS. RS.
6 83,090 | 1,108 | 1,108 79 (23,860, 318 318
Silan 53 { e lggunicligoél orks. } 96 | 1,20,650 | 1,609 1,609
Tirachengéd .. .| 2| 57801 | 770 [ 770 | 77 [39,444| 336 | 536 | 70| 07,045 1,206 | 1,298
Uttankazai | .. . i, 1] 23,482 | 313 | 313 | 176 |17,380| 232 | 232 | 177 | 40,862 | 545 | 545
Local Find works ex- i
" tending over miore |
fion one taluk - 9| 1,64,373 2,191 2,191 ., - ] 9| 1,64,373 | 2,191 2,191
Total .. | 20 | 3,42,446 | 4,665 4,665 | 332 80,684 1,076 [1,076 | 861 | 4,25,130 | 5,641 | 5011
Y&,y ‘ 1

35. Since the submission of the above programme to the Board, T called upon the
Local Fund Engineer to submit estimates for the repair of certain roads selected by
me in the affected localities, and the Tahsildars of Salem and Tiruchengid taluls to

submit estimates for the repair of three minor irrigation works in each firka of their

taluks situated in convenient centres, so that the works might readily be taken up in
case of emergency.

36. The following statement gives particulars of works so selected and for which
estimates are ready on hand :—

Taluks. Firka. Particulars of works selected. l‘:‘“ti:;"t‘}"‘l
e i i «+ | Repair of 10 minor irrigation works being
J' S tanks, anicuts and channcls . ' Ve 11,362
Tirus ankari o e «» | Repair of 2 works, do. do. L 1,500
oAt b %adapl:gimg . . . Do. 2 works, do. do. - 1,910
l Tiruchengéd .. .. .. | Do. B3 works, do. do. v 1,706
'Balem . .. . Do. 2 works, do. do. w 760
Rasipur v ois e s Do. do. do. do. o 905
()‘mﬂfﬁl’ .. . o Do. do. do. do. - 1,210
e 9 TP R 1 1 | o v e ws| Do do. do. do. . 1,040
l Kanpatti . . . Deo. do. do. do. v 1,260
Salem and Tirucheng6d - 9 road works .. 0 e i l 20,240
‘ Total ., ‘ 50,803

i rofessional ageney works com-
37. As I found, on a perusal of the list of p\mfes:wm _ageney
municated in Govern:nent Order, dated 26th May 1891, No. 454, that none of the
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works therein mentioned as available for famine relief in this district would be of the
slightest use to the west and south of the district, I have, in my letter, dated st
. August 1891, Reference on No. 1466-B and G, requested the Chief Engineer for
Trrigation to call for, and have in hand, some project to benefit the Tiruchengéd and
Salem (west) taluks, as well as Uttankarai, so that they may be available at short
notice. It is not known what works the Chief Engineer has selected.

38. I have also asked the Executive Engineer, Coimbatore division, to postpone
giving out, on contract, all available works in the Tiruchengdéd and Salem taluks, as
long as possible. ?

39. Besides, on the receipt of Board’s Proceedings, dated 23rd July 1891, No. 450,
advising the Collectors of distriets in which the position is critical to submit pro-

mmes of famine relief works and to get estimates ready at once, I called upon the

Tahsildars of Salem, Tiruchengdéd, Ndmakal, Uttankarai and Tirupatir, to submit a

- general list of major and minor irrigation works which could be taken up in their
taluks in the event of relief works being required therein.

40. A list of irrigation works has been received from the Tahsildar of Uttankarai ;

particulars are given below :—
Taluk. . *  Firka. _‘ Particulars of works. Est;;ta‘hed
g ‘ RSN % Ri. .
: ; . jor irrigation works .. o 6,000
‘ | Uttankarai .. {.14 Minor do. e 8,200
Uttankarai ,. { | Karfir .. aill lg %:jw go. o Ty 2;;,;)00
; inor 0. " = ,700
L ST e {10 Do. do. ot e 8300
Total ..| 54,000

41. The other Tahsildars are also sending in similar lists and are preparing
estimates. A k. L : 5
42, Lists of minor irrigation works in the prescribed form will be submitted for
sanction shortly. The works will be commenced only if it is considered necessary to
adopt relief measures. i) g 1 : =

43. T understand, however, that there will be considerable difficulty in finding
suitable irrigation or road repairs in the Tiruchengdéd taluk. I am in correspondence
with the Executive Engineer about the irrigation works. The difficulty arises, as
almost all are in repairs, that thatankzestomtion party having just left the taluk.

44, Tf relief works are to be started I propose that all the works should be
carried out by the Public Works Department, and that no relief work should be executed
under civil agency. P ;

45. Such works are mostly a pleasant picnic for the labourers, who are employed,
at their own doors, and who are not required really to work, and are mostly but a
pleasant lounge-a-way of spending a happy day, and being paid by Government for it.
Such works as clearing village-site, &c., were suggested to me in a mahazar, at Omaldr,
but when I asked if the able-bodied labourers would go six miles to stone-breaking
on a road, none would go. I consider that in the early days of distress, when a test

~of the necessity of relief is really wanted real work should be exacted from all
applicants till severe famine is demonstrated.
~ 46. The employment of only professional agency is in accordance with the
~ intention of Government in paragraph 10 of G.O., dated 19th December 1890,
 No. 1026, Revenue, communicated in Board’s Proceedings, dated 26th January 1891,
% gm&‘&, which, I consider, should be strictly carried out. I request that arrange-
wwmy be made so that the Public Works Department staff of this district may
strengthened at a very short notice, and that that department may be ordered to
ke the supervision and execution of the relief works opened.

(Z)Gratmtoue relief in Poor-houses.—In regard to the administration of
f in poor-houses, I am in correspondence with the Divisional officers concerned

AR AP I i,
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regarding the selection of sites for poor-houses, and shall, when the time arrives,
when gratuitous relief should be given, construct poor-houses with the previous sanction
of the Board and Government, and make arrangements to grant such relief in
accordance with the instructions on the subject in the Famine Code. I consider that
the relief should be restricted to destitute women and children and to such males as
are physically incapable of labour and have none to support them, and that the relief
should he given in the shape of cooked food to be eaten in the poor-house.

48. To carry out relief operations, it will be necessary that the Divisional
officers of Salem and Ndmakal and the Tahsildars of Salem and Tiruchengéd should
be relieved of their magisterial work, since Salem and Tiruchengéd are in different
divisions, and since it is necessary, under the Famine Code, that the Divisional
officers should take charge of relief, I think one lst-class Magistrate might be put
in charge of the Ist-class magisterial and appellate work of the two divisions. As
soon as relief is started Special Sub-Magistrates must be appointed in Salem and
Tiruchengdd to relieve the Tahsildars of all magisterial work. The relief operations
in the Uttankarai taluk may be left in charge of the Head Assistant Collector and
Tahsildar as it 1s not likely that there will be at present any necessity to carry out
operations on an extended scale, in this taluk.

49. T request that necessary sanction may be obtained for the appointment of a
Special Deputy Collector and Magistrate to take the lst-class magisterial and
appellate work of the Deputy Collectors, who may be placed in churgeoof the relief
operations, and of two additional Sub-Magistrates on Rs. 100 each, to relieve the
Salem and Tiruchengdd Tahsildars of their magisterial work.

50. The additional Sub-Magistrates will be appointed by me and application for
the posting of a Deputy Collector made by telegram, when the need for them arises.

51. I am in camp inspecting the affected tracts in the Salem and Tiruchengéd
taluks.

Resolution—dated 8th September 1891, No. 560.

. In ‘1.115 very ‘ca%‘efully prepared‘ letter read above, which Wlu. bc submitted for the
information of Qow ernment, the Collector reports on the condition and prospects of
the Salem dlSrtI'lCt, and, as regards the rainfall of the current year, summarises it as
follows :— ¢¢ The south-west monsoon has completely failed throughout the district and
has followed a succession of bad seasons in the Tiruchengdd and Salem taluks
especially in the Sankaridrug division and in the western part of Salem, and in the
Pennagaram division of Dhurmapur_l,‘whlle in the Uttankarai division and the Tirupatir
division, it has followed three indifferent monsoons.” In other parts of the district
the position is not aggravated by previous bad seasons. That the rainfall up to date
in the current season has been very deficient is shown by the following abstract :—

‘ OCTOBER TO | JANUARY TO | APRIL AND | JUNE To 1~\1-mx.'m

’ DECEMBER. ‘ MagrcH. ‘ Mav. ‘ Aversms [ SEPTEM.
: BEL.
Taluks or_stations. T —7i | | 2=

‘ b ‘ l '
‘Avcrugu. 1890. [Average. 18§891. A v«,-r;lgu_l 1891. ‘.\“er:u;«', 1891 | A veriga
{ Y. age.
| | | | | |
N oo | T

Tirupatar .. . . | 1285 | €86 | 067 ) 190 ) 492 254 | 1045] 13 | 21467
Krishnagiri .. . . oo | 10774 ‘ 17-46 103 \ 2:35 | 476 315 | 954 1-39 19-75
Hostr o se e i 11-85 13°30 [ 0-94 143 | 523 | 038 854 867 | 1,\;',;,
{Dharmapuri e | 11007 17-68 1-19 1:60 | 532 | 184 | 839 650 | 1842
Pennagaram .. .. oo | 11055 ‘ 720 | 101 | 065 553 | 130 | 964 4-07 19:65
Uttankarai .. os oie os | 1207 | 520 | 098 | 1-40 410 | 045 ‘ 9-89 | 485 | 1973
| Harur . e . o 13-08 ‘ 8:93 | 1-29 | 3-70 326 | 225 | 9-06 ! 241 | 1650
Tiruchengod e .. . 9-89 | 12°55 ; 064 | 145 464 | 200 673 360 | 1563
Sankaridrug . . ee | 10089 | 420 [ 077 105 513 | 260 8-01 4:60 | 1802
Omalar 5 i e .e .« 10°08 803 071 | 155 | 409 | 150 | 1067 | 359 18:79
; Salem ii o e o 12-13 768 ‘ 119 1469 | 715 | 238 1389 | 689 9770
Rasipur o .o o e 11034 7-05 0:60 | 150 | 413 300 10-66 5:35 1810
Atfir .. 2 & .o | 14°35 | 10-00 [ 136 | 418 543 | 225 3-88 395 | 1991
Namakal ., v e o ae | 9-78 | 1212 069 | 225 544 | 1:20 6-48 | 115 l:"w '”
Yercand .. ’o . oo {21005 | 156715 | 149 523 8:01 1-90 2351 | 1015 10°29
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rising in the district for several years past and
own a further rise as compared with the average rates for
s, excepting at Ndmakal, has been continued up to the last week
 the following abstract :—

; LR Prices 18 seErs oF 80 Toras PER RUPEE.
¥ e SR : -
A ¢ s, ot Rice, 2nd sort, ’ Cholum.
i it 'l‘aluks, e dle ¥ ATEaYT i
Pits s e Op 29th Normal 29th Normal
verage of | July A Average of|  July .
ey 5 ugust for % August for
,Flml. | 1891, 1891. | August. | 1890-91. | 180l 1891, | Augnst.
i —_— ! e -
. R R ﬂ yhabpik B 4 5 6 7 [ 8 9
Tiiupstlso (L b5 13:30 [ 1i-32 950 | 1540 |  27-0 2349 | . 32:06
Bt o il 1099 | 1053 | 1566 | 2630 2181 [ .l 30-02
okt - sl o 12:63 |  11-50 1080 1534 e " . .
Dharmapori .. ., .. 12-86 11-38 10-80 1561 b - :
Uttankarai ., ., .. 11-88 11'16 9-74 14-88 v . - .
Ry Il ety 11-83 | = 10-77 10°34. 14:06 2118 1926 1820 2669
Tiruchengéd e B 11-70 11-06 10-34 15°07 2066 16:79 16-38 2512
Noamakal™ 3“0 25775 13-14 12-11 11-28 16-09 21-69 18-43 2184 2848
PR AR el 70 <1 1164 11-28 15:91 2211 20-70 17-29 30-40
PrIcES IN sEERs OF 80 Toras PER RUPEE—eont,
Cumbu. ' } Ragi.
Taluks,
Ao July 29th Normal Average July 29th Normal
: ge 1891 August for of 1890-91 1891 August for
of 1890-91. - 1891. | August. s . 1891, | August.
10 11 12 13 1 14 [ 15 16 17
i - 2333 19-13 14-98 27-86 2668 21-06 1974 ’ 31-43
'i‘(“i'“”‘tﬁ'- T e 7 2660 19-83 1692 28-73 28°14 21-34 1940 | 31-88
Hmmgmom FREre w e . - 3882 2978 2619 | 43-34
D SRRt o - E 3145 24-79 2037 | 32:32
oo o w| aser|  gder | iTsa| 3001 |  2823| o 2310| s0qs|  oid2
Salem T ; 22°48 1874 19-68 2593 2602 21-35 20052 | 2987
Tiruche T S i 1824 18-04 2407 2474 19-31 1881 | 2662
el it R 1818 | 18-04 26-64 2448 2035 | 2052 |  28-61
Atér Phdes doos s 2523 2204 2050 30-39 2558 2254 1881 | 3124

Prices are, however, still far below the scarcity rates fixed for the district,

4. Everywhere throughout the district pasture 1s scanty and insufficient, and
cattle are reported to be dying in Hostir, Krishnagiri, Salem, and In some parts of
Tifﬁéhengéd and Salem the water-supply for th.em' 1s only obtainable with dlfﬁeulty.

Drinking water is also difficult to obtain in the western parts of Salem and
in Tlrlr}ﬁ::?; n%ads%' two are, the Collector states, the immediately pressing wants, and
with a view to meet them he has taken steps to improve the drinking wat.er-supply by
improving existing wells, and sinking new ones with Local funds. With a view to
supply fodder he has arranged to throw open all reserved forests and reserved lands
in N4makal, Tiruchengéd, Salem and Uttankarai taluks at reduced fees.

- 5. For the relief of the population affected, which consists at present of the
smaller ryots and agricultural labourers, the Collector states that no special relief works
at present required. For the former it will suffice at present if loans be frecly
ymtedam 5 for sinking wells. Applications for these are being received in large numbers
in the Tiruchengdd and Salem taluks, and in order to dispose of the applications
5 tly the Colleetor requests that two extra first-class Revenue.lnspectors may be
proap nid for each of the affected taluks. The Board supports this recommendation
::I& tllge Collector has been authorised to appoint the Inspectors, when necessary, in

SR tion of Government. .
antlcllg‘g::tlzlﬁeofag;?cﬁ?ﬁr:{ labourers it will, the Collector considers, suffice for the

present to put in hand the ordinary Local fund repairs of roads, village site improve-
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ments and minor irrigation work repairg;‘_and that there will be enough to provide
work for those requiring it until the end of the current month. This is being done
wherever needed. ; v :

6. As regards the future, the Comr considers that— :
(1) Tf the rains in the future are good, no relief will be required.
(2) If the rains are only moderate, some relief works may be necessary in the
next hot weather. ' | i o S e :

(3) T the September and the morth-east monsoon rains fail, there will bo
~ distress amounting to famine in the al parts gradually intensifying till next
south-west monsoon. = 5 LR s M e SRR,
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NIVASIAR,
Acting Secretary.

(4) If there be no improvement during the early part of September, and the

rains hold off, it will be necessary ! n relief works at the beginning of October.
~ During the week subsequent to : ector ort, there was a fair fall of rain
in the most affected area at deag. Yk .

ay be in need of reliof,

be awaited. Estimates should,

o
i
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Tegarding the selection of sites for poor-houses, and shall, when the time arrives,
When gratuitous relief should be given, construct poor-houses with the previous sanction
of the Board and Government, and make arrangements to grant such relief in
acgordance with the instructions on the subject in the Famine Code. I consider that
the relief should be restricted to destitute women and children and to such males as
are physically incapable of labour and have none to support them, and that the relief
should be given in the shape of cooked food to be eaten in the poor-house.

48. To carry out relief operations, it will be necessary that the Divisional
officers of Salem and Ndmakal and the Tahsildars of Salem and Tiruchengdd should
be relieved of their magisterial work, since Salem and Tiruchengdd are in different
divisions, and since it is necessary, under the Famine Code, that the Divisional
officers should take charge of relief, I think one lst-class Magistrate might be put
In charge of the 1st-class magisterial and appellate work of the two divisions. As
80on as relief is started Special Sub-Magistrates mast be appointed in Salem and
Tiruchengdd to relieve the Tahsildars of all magisterial work. The relief operations
In the Uttankarai taluk may be left in charge of the Head Assistant Collector and
Tahsildar as it is not likely that there will be at present any necessity to carry out
Operations on an extended scale, in this taluk.

49. T request that necessary sanction may be obtained for the appointment of a
Special Deputy Collector and Magistrate to take the lst-class magisterial and
appellate work of the Deputy Collectors, who may be placed in charge of the relief
Operations, and of two additional Sub-Magistrates on Rs. 100 each, to relieve the
Salem and Tiruchengdd Tahsildars of their magisterial work.

50. The additional Sub-Magistrates will be appointed by me and application for
the posting of a Deputy Collector made by telegram, when the need for them arises.

51. I am in camp inspecting the affected tracts in the Salem and Tiruchengdd
taluks,

Regolution—dated 8th September 1891, No. 560.

. In his very carefully prepared letter read above, which will be submitted for the
Information of Government, the Collector reports on the condition and prospects of
the Salem district, and, as regards the rainfall of the current year, summarises it as
follows :— ¢ The south-west monsoon has completely failed throughout the district and
hag followed a succession of bad seasons in the Tiruchengdd and Salem talaks,
€specially in the Sankaridrug division apd ' in the western part gf Salem, and in the
ennagaram division of Dharmapuri, while in the Uttankarai division and the Tirupatir
division, it has followed three indifterent monsoons.” In other parts of the district
Fhe position is not aggravated by previous bad seasons. That the rainfall up to date
In the current season has been very deficient is shown by the following abstract :—

OCTOBER TO JANUARY TO APRIL AND JUNE TO APRIL TO
DECEMBER. MarcH. May. Avausr. h";[‘;tf“'
Taluks or_stations. ‘ ‘ —
|
Average.| 1890. ‘Avumgc.] 1891. ‘Avcrage. 1891. (Average. 1801. I.\\'L»mge.
! {
Tirupatﬁr “ s s . .o | 1283 6:85 | 067 1-20 492 2-54 | 1051 513 2167
)rishn.e.giri.. il an < 10-74 17-46 } 1-03 2:35 176 315 9:54 ‘ 4-39 19-75
osir oo - “n o 11-85 13 30 0-94 143 523 0-58 851 | 867 1835
{Dharmnpuri o . oo | 11707 17°68 ‘ 1-19 1-60 532 1-54 839 ‘ 650 1842
pomlagamm .o - . 11'55 | 720 | 1-01 | 0-65 553 1°30 9-64 407 19-65
{Utmnkarai . 5 2 .o | 12:07 5:20 | 0°98 140 410 045 989 | 485 19-73
Harur e It iy .. 1308 893 | 129 3-70 326 225 | 906 | 241 | 16-50
{Tirvwh«‘ng«’-d i . .. 989 | 1255 | 064 145 464 | 200 | 673 | 360 | 1563
\ S:mkaridrug Vs ‘s e 10-89 4°20 ‘ 0-77 1-05 513 | 2040 891 | 460 | 1802
Omalar .. .. e .. 1008 | 803 | 071 | 155 400 | 150 | 1067 | 359 | 18-79
Salem ve eeee {1213 ] 768 | 119 169 715 | 238 | 1389 | 689 | 2770
Q ’msipur v . . 55 11:34 | 705 | 0-60 | 1:50 413 300 1066 535 18-10
Atar & " - L. 1435 | 10-00 | 1-36 4°18 543 2:25 888 395 | 19-91
Nimakal ., . N o978 | 12712 069 ‘ 225 544 ‘ 120 | 648 | 415 | 1617
U ercaud o - e 5 1 21-05 1 15:15 149 523 ) 801 1:90 | 2351 10°15 4092
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: @ﬁ%ﬂ have been gradually rising in the district for several years past and
uly they had shown a further rise as compared with the average rates for
L. This rise, excepting at Ndmakal, has been continued up to the last week

ugust as shown in the following abstract :—

Prices IN sEERrs or 80 TOLAS PER RUPEE,
] Rice, 2nd sort. Cholum.
57 Taluks.
. . 29th Normal 29th Normal
sty way : oot T | e | h vmeet gy Al | Vo
3 y oy : ks ¢ 1891. ugust. : o 1891. | August.
Tiruchengo e e 673 313 o
FiS & T Ay pry®s » 1 9 3 4 5 6 | 7 8 9
~ very deficient throughout the district, t|
= . Sy - ;. e 2
e f&lﬂ avel'lgﬂ J'llne, Whlch Ied tO m V a8 i : Tirupatér : o e 1330 1i-32 950 1540 27:05 23-49 . 32:06
crops sown under that rainfall and t ' - Rlbiagini . o o] 1385|1099 1058 | 1566 | 2630 2181 .. 3002
s 3 » X% ¢ 4 : i 1263 11°50 - e . e .
‘the loss of their seed. ; ? gL G %ﬁ‘ﬁ’ TR 12-86 11-38 10-80 1561 . . .. .
3 3 L ; z oy srmapuri . o e 11-88 1116 974 14-88 5 . a9 .
2. The effect of the fairly good g:{:;k‘m R TN 11-83 1077 1034 14:06 21118 19-26 1820 2669
B : y : : ) 11 - o {3 ‘sl bl & . H- -6 7 o8 25+1¢
failure may be gathered from the follow Tecagd” | M) noel dow) o borlowe | owhm o 08 B
the current year up to July are contras Nide s v w| 1288 | 1164 1128|1591 | 2211 | 2070 | 1729 |  50-40
1890-91:— S ,

Prices 1x SEERS OF 80 TOLAB PER RUPEE—cont,
Cumbu. Ragi.
Taluks, B
: A % Jul 29th Normal Average Juy 29th Normal
[ averg ¥ August for of 1890-91 1891 August for
of 1890-91./  1891. 1891. August. y N 1891. Augnst.
10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17
i ) 9333 19-13 1498 2786 26-68 21-06 1974 ] 3143
s Lottt LR 26 60 19-83 1692 | 2873 28°14 21-34 19-40 31-88
A v . V% . xs ) . 38:82 2978 2619 4334
%ﬁﬁfmpm" - - N . 8145 2479 | 2087 3232
ok T 561 29:97 17-82 3091 2823 23 10 20°16 3144
Gpes e o 2945 18°74 19:68 2593 26-02 2135 “ 20052 | 29-87
Tirachengéd .. .| 2271 1524 1804 2407 2474 1931 1581 2662
Nimakal v .| 2078 1813 18-04 2664 2448 2085 | 2052 2861
Atar | 2523|2206 | 2080 l 3039 | 2538 | 2254|1881 a1n

Prices are, however, still far below the scarcity rates fixed for the distriet.

4. Everywhere throughout the district I')asture' _is scanty and 'insuﬂicient, nud‘
cattle are reported to be dying in Hostir, Krishnagiri, Salem? and in some parts of
Tiruchengéd and Salem the water-supply for them is only obtainable with difficulty.

Drinking water is also difficult to obtain in the western parts of Salem and

in Ti d. .
i Tl’i‘l;leegzn%:;t two are, the Collector states, t.he immediately pressing wants, and
with a view to meet them he has taken steps to improve the drinking water-supply by
improving existing wells, and sinking new ones with Local funds. With a view to
supply fodder he has arranged to throw open all reserved forests and reserved lands
in N4makal, Tiruchengdd, Salem and Uttankarai taluks at reduced fees.

5. For the relief of the population affected, which consists at Jpresent of the
smaller ryots and agricultural labourers, the Collector states that no special rphci works
are at present required. For the fo.rmer it will suffice glt present if loans be freely

nted for sinking wells. Applications for these are being received in large numbers
in the Tiruchengdéd and Salem taluks, and in order to dispose of thp applications
promptly the Collector requests that two extra first-class Revenue Inspectors may be
sanctioned for each of the affected taluks. Th.e Board supports this recommefl'ldatu.m
and the Collector has been authorised to appoint the Inspectors, when necessary, in

icipati the sanction of Government. .
anfmii?oa;'tu;;nheOfa.gr‘iacul'cural labourers it will, the Collector considers, suffice for the

present to put in hand the ordinary Local fund repairs of roads, village site improve-
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NG minor 1irrigation work repairs, and that there will be enough to provide

hr those . % - .
ik r?qumng 1t until the end of the current month. This is being done

Q As regards the future, the Collector considers that—

(1) If the rains i

i 523 It tgxzr;?:sl:rﬁﬁut;mdmtgm’ no relief will be required.

Nt 1ot wisither. y moderate, some relief works may be necessary in the
: (3) Tf the September and the north-east monso

Hikbrons e ting o teics T on rains fail, th i
south-west monsogn. FRG 19, o ol punta gradually iﬂtens;fﬁnzetiﬁll:lel;:

the week subsequent to the Coll ) :
3 the haet alfotad e Lyl Omalﬁroé::itosl;; lx{'eagg'::l ;here was a fair fall of rain

7. With regard to the o :

 the Collector’ provision gf work for those who : )
dated 4th August 1591, No. 175, and e b stoun poen o bl
~with reference to the instructions « ‘has since been called upon to revise the st
1891, No. 450, Tnbislrsoetions conveyed in Board’s Proceedi b
?&tben;:ion and hislﬁeiem;gﬁ!mﬂﬂgﬁgmmee, he shows that t?eg :;;a(}:‘:;i(}siiﬁfr?ly
 however, bo got roady s eagdly e vommar on, 2 bo awaited. Eetimatos should,
works alluded to in paragraph 84 of lnsre;;o " e fund and minor irrigatim;

% 8. ABI‘B 0 s et it T e ) ;
t,t%zrdshm propogt;otetimlhznst all relief works to the Public Work
/nm ‘ bletmen ctent, m&mthemmcbu a R agency should be utilised to the e‘lﬁs
- Engineer, determine what establishtn:n:ﬂg’ﬂlm comspontenco wilh tho Tisutiv
e iy o diment ‘be required for the supervision of v]:
121’ ins, Tni the event qu};‘;; would select for execution on failut:mt')f
7 Beytem P worka,mw ot t}:’* being necessary, owing to the absence of
B e Bot T abom tllll e brea of road metal or the staekineo
il aguney oF e oy oot sk ook tr ‘aistos, o ths

artmen ich i

;‘t of work of this kxf\sdf;'and which W(?uld of co;:'sh;c{)le I:t::gl;fgzzg

9. The Board will be glad to have

_ 7. 216 Board will be glad to have an earl

in the ' 43 faluk 3 > an early report ast

s T"“Ghengdd talukm the event of distrgss deepetl)lilzvgh:fle:zorks oo
b the kifchens prosonibey. 1 coreuitous rolief, it will bo sufficient at first

e mmaryto roride hm ggetmn 72 of the Famine Code sheds bei S

If the season aoef ot § shelter for the homeless. ; i

oAby e s el not improve the Collector desi !

‘may be appoint gL ctor desires that a S
Tﬂgchengdd é?:ﬁo?: Thgu];mmml and appellate work of tlf:;ecéaallgfrfp ntfi

ntment of Special Sub- M e Board supports this proposal and also th tai?
dars of all magistorl otk i e dlnded 080 0 to releve
3 . ' omtm il i

Y he necessary in the event of a failurgpof th: nészgﬁe? a?rf (])3:::)?’8

er

he 2:%1:1:{ 31 f:l(l;;:gfs the _Septgmbgr_ rains, or at an earlier date, if th
oumwhetﬁer :m b sioner will visit the district and consult . h .

. easures for the relief of distress can be taken otl?el: tlg1 .

" n

mggmﬂ by the Collector.
" (A true Copy and Extract.)

(Signed)  R. V. SRINIVASIAR
: 7
Acting Secretary.

A,

OrpEr—dated 23rd September 1891, No. 897, Revenue.
,—' Miscell His Excellency the Governor in
S Sy Council concurs generally in the Board’s

remarks. He considers it desirable that
ihe Commissioner should visit the district and consult with the Collector at once.

9. The action reported in paragraph 6 of the Proceedings is approved.

3. The Government will be prepared to sanction the appointment of a Special
Deputy Collector and of Special Sub-Magistrates, as recommended in paragraph 11,

should necessity arise.

4. The attention of the Public Works Department is invited to paragraphs 37
and 46 of the Collector’s letter. The Collector will be asked by wire how many
Public Works Department subordinates will be required if relief works have to be

opened at the beginning of October.
(True Extract.)

(Signed) C. A. GALTON,
Secretary to Government,

To the Commissioner of Revenue Settlement, Land Records and Agriculture,
the Public Works Department (Irrigation). -

, the Public Works Department (Works).

,, the Financial Department.

3

Exd. T. K. Narayana Aiyangar.

90 Copies.
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GOVERNMENT OF MADR

REVENUE DEPARTMENT.

Reap—the following Pr eedings of the Board of Révenue (Revenue Settlement, Land
Records aad muxltuw), dated 8th September 18! J1, No. -

Me. Crogsrovun,

Read—the following lvttm from G. ST()I\T » Esq., Collector and District Magistrate

of Salem, to the Secret ary to the C missioner of Revenue \Qntlpmt.m_ Land
Records and Agriculture, dated lem, 29th August 1891, No. 1858 :—

I have the honour to submit the followi 1ng report. on the state

of the season and
the condition and prospects of the district.

2. Rainfall.—The following statement shows the rainfall of the years 1
1889-90 and 1890— Ql, compar d with the average of the ten years cn«lm” 188
the average of the six years previous to the famine :—

Rain-registering
stations.

Salem Taluk,
Salem

pur
Omalur

Atir Taluk,
Atér .o
Ndamakal Taluk.

Némakal
Paramathi ,,

Tiruchengéd Taluk.

Tiruchengod

Bankaridrug

Dharmapuri T

Dharmapuri
Pennagaram
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