¥
!

G obt. of (1891} M adras.
REVENUE.

p—

Issued

Heed. Enel.

-

G.0., 31st August 1891, No. 803.

AUGUST.

Season, Chingleput.

Board’s Proceedings submitting report of the
Collector on the state of the district for the fort-

_night ending 8th August 1891, recorded with

the remark that a temporary Deputy Collector
will be appointed to relieve the Sub-Collector
of some of his duties and that aspecial Assistant
hgsﬁhbeen appointed and ordered to join forth-
with,

.Boarp or Revenue (Rev. Serr., L. Rps. AND AorL), 14ta Avé. 1891, No. 520.

A A A A A AAAAAAAA A A A IS I I I NI S AN INGINN S Il IS 5

—

PROCEEDINGS OF THE BOARD OF REVENUE
(REVENUE SETTLEMENT, LAND RECORDS AND AGRICULTURE).

MR. CroGsToUN.

Readb—the following letter from J. H. A, TREMENHEERE, Esq., Acting Collector of
Chingleput, to the Secretary to the Commissioner of Revenue Settlement and
Director of the Department of Land Recordsand Agriculture, dated Saidipet,
11th August 1891, Ref. on No. 31;’)4-Eng. —

1 have the honour to submit to the Board my report on the state of the district for
the fortnight ending Saturday, 8th August.

2. Rainfall—The rainfall of the year up to the end of July in Madras has.been
declared less than that of any year since 1824. At the close of July, however, and in
the first week of August, this district had the following rain :—
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3. The value of such showers depends upon the nature of the soil. Where it is
moderately soft, perhaps half an inch suffices for ploughing, and subsequent showers for
sowing. . The importance of this lies in the fact that July and August are the months
when a good deal of rice land is sown without irrigation, in the trust that subsequent
rain will keep the young crops alive until the north-east monsoon shall sct in.

4. Cultivation.—How little the July rains had availed for this will be scen from
these figures for the first crop. Up to the end of July there is recorded only (in

thousands)—

|
_— 1 1886. k 1887. f 1688. ‘ 1889. 1890. |
- = ‘
Acres unirrigated. \ { ‘ ‘
43 against v ve o 79 50 | 76 7 7 |
Acres irrigated. [ |
24 against o . . 58 31 | 59 45 51 k
Total .. — — | .
137 | 81 | 135 1 17 | 128 |
— < |
Average .. 119 ‘

——— —
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As the comparison for the previous months was 37 against a five years’ average
of 65, it is apparent what a dry July has cost us. : .

5. Prices.—The district average price for second-sort rice has risen from 10:107
Imperial seers the rupee to 9-96 (scarcity price being 10), and for ragi has fallen from
17-457 to 17-544 (scarcity price 13). The prices at some outstations are as high as

8-5 for second-sort rice (Tirupdrir, Chingleput taluk) and” 1507 for ragi in parts of

Tiruvallir. -

6. Cattle.—Tt is to be expected that the late rains will improve the condition of |

stock. At present, however, their sad case may be seen from some notes of -the
Saiddpet Stock Inspector on several villages :—

(@) * Ten cattle died last week from starvation.”

(b) * Three cattle died last week for want of fodder and water.” : y
(¢) * Six cattle died last week.”

(d) “ I'wenty cattle died last week by starvation.”

(e) “ Eleven cattle died last week by starvation.”

(f) “ Four cattle died last week by starvation.”

(9) “ Cattle : three deaths by starvation last week.” .

And so on.

7. Th.e Saiddpet Deputy Collector and the Tahsildar confirm this account of the

great mortality. The Conjeeveram Tahsildar speaks of cattle dying for want of water
and pasturage or fodder. To the north of Madras, cattle have suffered much, but not
to the same extent, and they are now picking up. ‘

8. Public kealth.—I am sorry to say I have proved a true prophet, as cholera has
broken out in all taluks except Ponnéri, From the 1st of July to the 9th August
there have been 280 deaths, of which 48 were in Conjeeveram town, 53 in a village of
Conjeeveram taluk, 44 in a village of Madurdntakam, and 20 in a village of Chingleput.
The originating centre seems to have been Conjeeveram, but cholera soon gets its fangs
in a population debilitated by insufficient food. The Surgeon-General has sent me
down four medical subordinates, and we are doing®what we can. I am not very
sanguine, however, and especially fear for my kitchens.

- 9. Vaccination has come almost to a standstill, owing to the sudden and unex-
pected cessation of the supply of Lanoline paste. We may now expect a reawakening
of small-pox.

10. Jnspectz'on.—Mf. ‘Manavedan Raja having joined as Sub-Collector, the

inspecting staff of the district is as complete as the pressure of office work allows.
For myself, I shall say nothing more (though my health is. breaking under the strain),

Government having apparently not accepted the Commissioner’s opinion, expressed so

long ago as 20th July, that the duties falling upon me are now more than any one
officer can perform. But for my Sub-Collector [ must speak. He has half of the
district, and distress has now spread over nearly the whole of Chingleput and Madu=
rédntakam, and over a good third of Conjeeveram. His work is always extremely
heavy, and is now absolutely (not intolerable, but) impossible, if he is to inspect the
numerous relief works and the five kitchens and keep himself in clfse touch with the
condition of the distressed classes throughout his division. I could flood the Board
with statistics, but one example is enough. For months now not a single rent case
has been tried, the number on the file being some 200. The inconvenience to the
"public may be imagined : landlords unable to get their rent—ryots unable to have their
cattle released from attachment. Asfo correspondence, on many important points
I cannot get an answer from the sub-division. I therefore beg for some assistance for
the Sub-Collector. The form I should prefer is a Deputy Collector to do his office
work, leaving him free for pure relief duty for the next few months. The position
is critical, and I respectfully urge that so small a concession should not be strained at.

I should like to have Mr. H. Subraya Aiyar, now Treasury Deputy Collector at
Coimbatore. :

11. All the Divisional officers were cheerfully active in the fortnight; and I
inspected Ponnéri and Tiruvallir. : -

(k) “8ix cattle died last week by starvation.” : < .

v
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12. I extract some of the District officers’ remarks—

8Sub- Division.

Sub-Colleclor.v—“}I‘ cannot say there has been any percéptible improvement in the condition
of the people.” :

Chingleput T ahSildar.——s.ays the rain has improved pasture and started ploughing.

Madurdntakam Tahsildar.—* The condition of people and cattle is growing worse and
every day. * Even a little well-to-do mirasidars have commenced to consume the grain which“‘;il;sy?
kept for seed. If there should be 1o rain for another fortnight there can possibly be no dry crop
; _in the year; the time for varayu and ground-
Noxt;'e;f?.n e e "™ nuti passing away very fast. . . . . . Tgf] .

e man told me that thieves come at night and
squeeze out the ears of corn from their fields, but they are physically unable to drive them out.

Such is the condition of the people. .. ... I have seen in many a village the Pariah 2 s
the carcases of animals dead of starvation.” y g 1448 enjoying

Conjeeperam Tahsildar.—* There has been a slight change for the better in the prospects of
the season in some of thq vﬂla.ges. in the south-east In other parts. ... .. there have
been slight showers; this bas given some heart to the poor ryots andslabourers who are busy

€ same

-------

- with their ploughs. ... .. Ragi and palmyra fruits and . ... .. a root dug out of tank beds

have been the food of the poorer tlasses.”
e HMain Division.
Saiddpet Deputy Collector~Speaks of meeting here and there a few Muhammadans, Mudalis
and the like, fit subjects for a kitchen, who will not go there.
Ponnéri Deputy Collector.—* Distress is increasing.”
Ponnéri Tahsildar.—* Distress is generally on the increase throughout the taluk.”

Tiruvallir Deputy Collector.—* The degree and locality of distress are the same as already
reported. But the outer borders of the affected tract are now getting affected, and the distress
becomes more intense.” 5% v

Tiruvalir Tahsildar.—* The partial fall
of rain in small quantities has not materially
altered the state of the country.”

Note.—On the 10th 42 fell in Tiruvallir and eastward
over Periyapolliem. ;

; ; . - .

13. On the whole I consider prospects are slightly brighter in all the taluks
except Madurdntakam. There is less scarcity of grass and water, well-crops as also
gingelly and indigo are doing better, and there is a good deal of agricultural activity,
ploughing and sowing. A '

14. Numbers on works.—The number on works of all-kinds, which had risen in

. the last two forfnights from 17,000 to 19,000 and 23,000, is now steady at 22,602.

The figures are as follows :—

Last This

: fortnight. fortnight.
Ponnéri S 5,849 6,099 .
Tagwaillr ' if RREs oo 4,447 2,966 (See below paragraph 15.)
Saidépet s 5" 2,456 2,614 )
Maduréntakam L3 e 4,571 4,521
Chingleput .| Resthivis: 4,219 4,646
‘Conjeeveram ... = e = 1,781 1,856

15. Works under Public Works Department—(a) The Buckingham Canal diver-
sion at Pulicat, now carried on as an ordinary work, employs 912 against 1,105 last
returned ; the difference is du# to a scare of cholera.

(6) Irrigational—(i) Departmental Agency—

Last This
fortnight. fortnight.
Ponnéri ey 956 826
Tiruvallér ... 1,156 129 (See below.)
Madurdntakam o T Bea i viee - 1,144 1,038
Chingleput ... 439 707
Saidépet 136
Total ... 3,695 2,836

—— —
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The rise in Chingleput is due probably to the central position

fall in Tiruvallir is due to two most _m{fortnnate facts.po%ne i: ftﬁ: ;?:kf’anglz:
Overseer (Kadur tract) fell ill and was not promptly replaced ; if I may judge from
my village réturns, which may not be correct, the work stopped on the 3rd and had
not been resumed on the 8th. The second relates to Vadamadurei channel. M

village returns show that the workers had suddenly fallen from 423 to 177 ;m thz
1st; that the work was then (practi ) completed; that only 60 to 70 worked
from the 4th to the Tth (none on the 3rd) and only 87 on the 8th. According to m

understanding with the Executive Engineer, the people should have been moved ‘by
the 3rd to the next work (Tirukandalam), only a few being left to give the ﬁxiishingy;
touches to the channel. That this was not done was due, 1 think, to the defanlt of
Mr. Supervisor Walsh. I should press for severe notice being taken of this, were it

not that when I saw him on the 8th he impressed me as being physically unable to -

make up hismind. T am glad to say that the Superintending Engineer has at once

met my suggestion by transferring him to estimating. It may be hoped now that -

affairs’ may now go on more smoothly, but my feelings may be imaginéd at thi
double cessation of assupply of work.h?As to Panddr, of cou'rseyan, Overfelere oua t tl:

have been sent there at once from estimating duties. As to Vadamadurei, I cannot

get out of my recollection the appearance of a few unfortunates who eomplained
bitterly (with what Mr. Holmes called “inverted stomachs”) that not being paid

they could not seek work elsewhere ; ]’;tm#hthe change of Supervisors this must be °

passed over. 4

16. Board’s Proceedings, Mis. Ne
whether since the 10th June there ha
glad to say there has been an impr
delays, I need trouble the Board wi

17. In the 14th paragraph of my
workpeople had not been paid*fully
on the report of the Tahsildar that (as
from the 3rd to 20th July.. On my :
he first told me on the Supervisor’s au
but subsequently gave me the followi g

- 4973, dated 4ib_Auyust.—I have been asked
any delay in payment of wages. I am
t, but there have certainly been some
the most glaring. :

l:;:vtt' * § :mkesnﬁo;gd that the Vadamadurei
T two weeks. This was based primarily
M“ﬁgurd)gayments had not been made
eithis to the Executive Enginer,
coolies had been’ paid on the 13th;

Pﬁyments made.
BB AL P,

Date,

July 3rd £ 19 311
» .. i . e s 474 15 1
» sth e &l e L ~£ b e B TV ' ¥ e 37 » 0 0
b BHh o : - ; 13 0 4

S u.’ e 21 1 3

- 11212 8

‘the Tahsildar’s allegations are
fit to take serious notice of them,
iod payments were not made in as
or by the Supervisor’s illness.”

20th ranged from 373-to 597,
say that coolies were paid on
ding. Passing this by, I find
ve, and it is not unlikely that
back pay. Had the Tahsildar,
ayments had been made except
‘accurate. I am not inclined to
Mr. Walsh’s illness. He was

T bly was well enough
ill, are the labourers on relief
will not report himself sick
troduce a proper system- to
ought to have known by his

e
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office reports, or by the absence of indents for funds or by a proper system of inspection
that payments were practically stopped for 17 days. This may seem a light thing to
those who are not living or touring in a famine district, but to me it seems very grave.

20. The Board will now understand why I cannot accept as a fully satisfactory
arrangement the mere increase of imprest suggested in the Proceedings last quoted.
That was no doubt a necessary measure, and I am quite willing to open a Sub-
Treasury at Satyavedu. But nothing will suffice except a thorough change in the
working of the Engineers’ offices and inspections, by which they may know at once
when wages have not been paid ; there must be a change also in the spirit of working,
so that serious irregularity of payments, traced to subordinates, must be looked upon
as an offence to be severely punished. :

21. For the road in North Tiruvallir, there seems an indisposition to sanction it,
probably because tasks cannot easily be exacted. I request then that, when the
departmental works are over, I may be allowed to commence the repair of certain
ponds, ten in number, situated where they are very useful to travellers. Iam having
estimates prepared, and conditional permission given now will relieve me of some
anxiety. Ambur and its neighbourhood, as the Commissioner knows}is too far from

Maderpak tank.
22. In North Saiddpet and South-east Tiruvallar there is much scarcity of work.

May I have the widening of the Upper Solavaram channel (Rs. 28,000) put in hand so
soon as I consider it absolutely essential ?

23. In Chingleput, the salt factories are closing. Puyillupei tank in the centre
of the taluk is too far from the coast villages, and the few tanks we can take up will
not give labour to all. The Executive Engineer of the canal is ready to commence
the diversion (1% to $1), and I request that the sanction of Government (if necessary)
may be obtained now so that the Commissioner may be able to order the work at a
moment’s notice. What adds urgency to this is that the repair of the canal will last
only a very short time longer.

24, I1. Public Works Department Contract works.—The number of workers has
fallen from 2,025 to 985.

25. The number on ordinary repairs to the Buckingham Canal is 2,042 against
2,200.

b
26. Minor Irrigation.—Minor irrigational works employ 1,727 against 1,400.
27. Local Funds.—Local Funds employ 1,381 against 1,500.

28. Land Improvement Loans.—Seven hundred and three wells have been com-
pleted and 1,817 are under construction which may give employment to 12,719

persons.

The advances made in the week were—
RS.

Ponnéri .. . 265
Tiruvallir ... wis - 520
Saidapet ... ose ... 100
Chingleput wiss e - . 2,335
Madurdntakam ... ik s .. 1,848
Conjeeveram ; 95

Total ... 5,163
The lamentably small figures of some taluks are due to want of funds. I wrote

and telegraphed long ago for money, but none was granted. At last * evenin contra-
vention of the Board’s distinct orders, 1

* 4th August. advanced Rs. 5,000 to each taluk, inform-

ing Government by telegram. I would

submit that this is not a very easy position for me to be placed in, and request that in

future I may be kept in funds. There are large amounts of loans in some taluks all
ready to be advanced.
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29. Kitchens.—I am opening a new kitchen at Sriperumbudur (Conjeeveram).
The total number of inmates has risen from 899 to 1,757, and this in spite of all my
exertions, I have personally inspected all the northern kitchens except Tirupala-
vanam and Ambur; and the kitchens in the Sub-Division were visited at my request
by the Sub-Collector and the District Medical officer with instructions to apply more

severe tests. They managed to reduce the number at Acharavakkam from 347 to 211,

but could not manage a reduction at Sembakkam or Vandalur; Karanguli I had
myself reduced. I shall continue to pay most particular attention to this .important
subject.

30. I forward a map showing the position of the kitchens and of the Department
or important contract works.

ResoruTioN—dated 14th August 1891, No. 520.

Submitted for the information of Government.

2. There Was fair rain in the latter part of the fortnight in parts of the Saiddpet,
Chingleput and Tiruvallir taluks, but in the district as a whole the rain was
materially below the average, and the area of cultivation, much of which will fail
owing to the deficiency of rain, was up to the end.of July only 67,000 acres as
compared with an average of 119,000 acres.

3. The Collector states that the price of rice has risen during the fortnight from
10-11 Tmperial seers per rupee to 9:96, and that there has been a slight fall in the
price of ragi from 17-46 to 17'54 ; but from the season reports for the weeks ending
1st and 8th August, respectively, it appears that rice rose from 10-33 to 10-18 seers
and that ragi was stationary at 17-55. :

4. The high price of grain—that of ragi is as high as 15:07 Imperial seers per
rupee in parts of Tiruvallir—is seriously telling on the general health, and the numbers
in kitchens has increased during the fortnight from 899 to 1,757, though there has
been no increase in the numbers employed on works, which, including an estimated
number of 12,719 employed on digging private wells from advances made by Govern-
ment, amounts to 22,602 as compared with 23,000 in the previous fortnight.

5. In paragraphs 16 to 21 Mr. Tremenheere deals with the question of the
irregularity in making payments for work on the part of the Public Works Overseers.
Frequent and regular payment of the small wage earned is absolutely essential to the
efficient administration of relief, and as the numbers on works are nowhere large, it
does not appear to the Board that there should be any insuperable difficulties in
insuring this regular payment. If the difficulty in any particular taluk is due to the
scattered nature of the works and the Public Works Department staff cannot be
increased, a single central work might be selected. An increase in imprests as sug-
gested by the Superintending Engineer will keep an Overseer in funds sufficient to
enable him to make regular payments, but some improvement is necessary in the
system of communication between the District Engineer and his subordinates which
will ensure his knowing when regular payments are made and when they are not and
of at once taking steps to correct any neglect in this matter.

6. Additional works, the Collector states, are likely to be required shortly in the

northern and south-eastern portions of Tiruvalldr, in the northern portion of the Said4-.

pet taluk and in the Chingleput taluk. In the northern portion of the Tiruvallir taluk
the repairs of all tanks will shortly have been completed, and no other work will be
available, save the construction of a new road and the repair of a certain number of
ponds, 10 in number, situated where they are very useful to travellers. The repair of
these ponds is a desirable work, and the Commissioner has no objection to its being
carried out if employment on these works is restricted to the feebler gangs. To the
able-bodied gangs the Commissioner considers that work should be offered on the

Pulicat-Chintamani diversion, a large Provincial work capable of employing a very :

large number of labourers and where the wage to be earned by a hard-working gang
will be largely in excess of that at present allowed on ordinary departmental works
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in the district. Any gangs willing to go to the Pulicat-Chintamani work should be
furnished with a letter to the address of the officer in charge of the work and should
receive batta equivalent to the dole prescribed in section 186 of the Famine Code for
each day’s march—a march being'fixed at from 12 to 15 miles. If any considerable
number of gangs express their willingness to go, a responsible officer should be sent
with them and should pay the batta at the end of each day’s march.

7. As regards the widening of the Upper Solavaram channel, which is suggested
as a work suitable to give employment in the south-eastern portions of Tiruvallir and
the morthern portion of Saidépet Taluk, the Chief Engineer for Irrigation will be
requested to advise the Board whether the work is a very desirable one, and whether
it should be taken up even though there is a reasonable probability that if the famine
wage only is paid on the work, the work will not be more than half completed before
the close of the period of distress, or whether it would be preferable to spend Provincial
funds on a Local Fund road which is suggested as an alternative work. In the event
of its being considered advisable to commence the channel work the Commissioner
requests the orders of Government as to whether the work should be carried out as an
prdmary 'Public Works Department work on the piece-work system but without the
intervention of contractors, or whether it should be taken up as a famine-relief work
on the ordinary famine wage which will deter all but the most needy from resorting to
it, and therefore indefinitely postpone the date of its completion, though it lessens
actual expenditure on relief.

8. In Chingleput the Collector desires that the sanction of Government may be
obtained to the commencement, if necessary, of the diversion of the Coast canal (1} to
$+).  The Commissioner requests that this sanction may be granted and that the
Public Works Department may be instructed to prepare for the opening of the work
at short notice. It will not be begun unless absolutely necessary, and the COmI’Il.lS-
sioncr trusts that the rains of the last few days, since the close of the fortnight with
which Mr. Tremenheere deals, may render it unnecessary, but it is very desirable to
be prepared for any emergency. The salt factories which have hitherto given
employment to large numbers are now closing their works.

9. The remarks of the Collector in paragraph 10 show the great desirability for
appointing a Deputy Collector to relieve the Sub-Collector of some of his onerous
duties, and the Commissioner trusts that a Deputy Collector may be appointed at an
early date. The pressure of dutiesin connection with the relief of distress and the
necessity for constant inspection of works and kitchens has rendered it impossible to
carry on the ordinary work of the office and seriousarrears have accumulated.

he Commissioner would also be glad to see an Assistant allowed to Mr. Tremen-
heere.” Distress has now shown itself in every taluk of his district, and the great
anxiety to which he has for months been subject, coupled with the enormously
ncreased work which the administration of relief operations has imposed upon him,
has seriously affected his health.

P

(A true Copy and Extract.)
(Signed) R. V. SRINTVASIAR,

Acting Secretary.

To the Secretary to Government, Revenue Department.
» ‘Oneet(‘)r of Chingleput.
» . Chief Engineer for Irrigation.

Copy to the Government of India, Revenue and Agricultural Department.

Exd. W. J. Lewis
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GOVERNMENT OF MADRAS.

REVENUE DEPARTMENT.

Reap—the following Proceedings of the Board of Revenue (Revenue Settlement, Land
Records and Agriculture), dated 14th August 1891, No. 520:—

Mr. CLOGSTOUN.

Read—the foll'awing letter from J. H. A. TREMENIIEERE, Ksq., Acting Collector of
Chingleput, to the Secretary to the (ommissioner of Revenue Settlement and
Director of the Department of Land Recordsand Agriculture, dated Saidapet,
11th August 1891, Ref. on No. 315t-Eng. :—

1 have the honour to submit to the Board my report on the state of the district for
the fortnight ending Saturday, 8th August.

9. Rainfall—The rainfall of the year up to the end of July in Madras has been
deolared less than that of any year since 1824. At the close of July, however, and in

the first week of August, this district had the following rain :—
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3. The value of such showers depends upon the nature of the soil. Where it is
moderately soft, perhaps half an inch suffices for ploughing, and subsequent showers for
sowing. The importance of this lies in the fact that July and August are the months
when a good deal of rice land is sown without irrigation, in the trust that subsequent
rain will keep the young crops alive until the north-east monsoon shall sct 1n.

4. Cwltivation.—How little the July rains had availed for this will be scen from
these figures for the first crop. Up to the end of July there is recorded only (in

thousands)—

—_— ‘ 1886. \ 1887. l 1588. ’ 1889. \ 1890.
e A
Acres unirrigated. i ‘ | s
43 against v - . 79 50 76 72 \ 77
Acres irrigated. ] ‘ | }
21 against . o . 58 31 59 45 | 51 1
Total .. — - \ a— e |
. 137 | 81 135 | 17 | 128
l\—_——‘————— 5 _J‘

Average .. ‘ 119 i
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As the comparison for the previous months was 37 against a five years’ average
of 65, it is apparent what a dry July has cost us.

5. I'rices.—The district average price for second-sort rice has risen from 10-107
Imperial seers the rupee to 9-96 (scarcity price being 10), and for ragi has fallen from
17-457 to 17544 (scarcity price 13). The prices at some outstations are as high as
8:5 for second-sort rice (Tirupdrir, Chingleput taluk) and 15-07 for ragi in parts of
Tiruvallir.

6. Cattle—Tt is to be expected that the late rains will improve the condition of
stock. At present, however, their sad case may be seen from some notes of the
Saiddpet Stock Inspector on several villages :—

(a) * Ten cattle died last week from starvation
(h) “ Three cattle died last week for want of fodder and water.”
(¢) *“ Six cattle died last week.”
(¢) “lwenty cattle died last week by starvation.”
(¢) “ Eleven cattle died last week by starvation.”
(7) “ Four cattle died last week by starvation.”
(7) * Cattle :" three deaths by starvation last week.”
(k) “Six cattle died last week by starvation.”
And so on. '

7. The Saiddpet Deputy Collector and the Tahsildar confirm this account of the
great mortality. The Conjeeveram Tahsildar speaks of cattle dying for want of water
and pasturage or fodder. To the north of Madras, cattle have suffered much, but not
to the same extent, and they are now picking up. oy

8. Public health.—I am sorry to say I have proved a true prophet, as cholera has

broken out in all taluks except Ponnéri. From the 1st of July to the 9th August

there have been 280 deaths, of which 48 were in Conjeeveram town, 53 in a village of
Conjeeveram taluk, 44 in a village of Madurdntakam, and 20 in a village of Chingleput.
The originating centre seems to have been Conjeeveram, but cholera soon gets its fangs
" in a population debilitated by insufficient food. =The Surgeon-General has sent me
down four medical subordinates, and we are doing what we can. I am not very
sanguine, however, and especially fear for my kitchens.

9. Vaccination has come almost to a standstill, owing to the sudden and unex-
pected cessation of the supply of Lanoline paste. We may now expect a reawukening
of small-pox.

10. Inspection.—Mr. Manavedan Raja having joined as Sub-Collector, the
inspecting staff of the district is as complete as the pressure of office work allows.
For myself, I shall say nothing more (though my health is breaking under the strain),
Government having apparently not accepted the Commissioner’s opinion, expressed so
long ago as 20th July, that the duties falling upon me are now more than any one
officer can perform. But for my Sub-Collector [ must speak. He has half of the
district, and distress has now spread over nearly the whole of Chingleput and Madu-
réntakam, and over a good third of Conjeeveram. His work is always extremely
heavy, and is now absolutely (not intolerable, but) impossible, if he is to inspect the
numerous relief works and the five kitchens and keep himself in close touch with the
condition of the -distressed classes throughout his division. I could flood the Board
with statistics, but one example is enough. For months now not a single rent case
has been tried, the number on the file being some 200. The inconvenience to the
public may be imagined : landlords unable to get their rent—ryots unable to have their
cattle released from attachment. As tfo correspondence, on many important points
I cannot get an answer from the sub-division. I therefore beg for some assistance for
the Sub-Collector. The form I should prefer is a Deputy . Collector to do his office
work, leaving him free for pure relief duty for the next few months. The position
is critical, and I respectfully urge that so small a concession should not be strained at.
I should like to have Mr. H. Subraya Aiyar, now Treasury Deputy Collector at
Coimbatore.

11. All the Divisional officers were cheerfully active in the fortnight; and I
inspected Ponnéri and Tiruvallir.
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"~ 12. I extract some of the District ofﬁcérs’ remarks—

Sub-Division.

Sub-Collector.—*“ I cannot say there has been any perceptible improvement in the condition
of the people.”
Chingleput Taksildar.—Says the rain has improved pasture and started ploughing.

Madurdntakam Tahsildar.—* The condition of people and cattle is growing worse and worse
every day. KEven a little well-to-do mirasidars have commenced to consume the grain which they
kept for seed. If there should be no rain for another fortnight there can possibly be no dry crop
XNote.—On the 10th 20 fell at Maduréntakam and Utra- " ﬂ-le year thie time for sarag: and - —

merur. nut is passing away very fast. ... .. The same

man told me that thieves come at night and

squeeze out the ears of corn from their fields, but they are physically unable to drive them out.

Such is the condition of the people. . .. .. I have seen in many a village the Pariahs enjoying
the carcases of animals dead of starvation.”

Conjecreram Tahsildar.—* There has been a slight change for the better in the prospects of
the season in some of the villages in the south-east. . ..... In other parts . ..... there have
been slight showers; this has given some heart to the poor ryots and labourers who are busy
with their ploughs. .. Ragi and palmyra fruits and ...... a root dug out of tank beds
have been the food of the poorer classes.”

HMuain Dirision.
Saiddpet Deputy Collector.—Speaks of meeting here and there a few M.uhammadans, Mudalis
and the like, fit subjects for a kitchen, who will not go there.
Ponnéri Deputy Collector.—* Distress is increasing.”
Ponnéri Tahsildar—* Distress is generally on the increase throughout the taluk.”

Tiruvallir Deputy Collector.—* The degree and locality of distress are the same as already
reported. But the outer borders of the affected tract are now getting affected, and the distress
becomes more intense.”

Tiruvallir Tahsildar.—*¢ The partial fall

of rain in small quantities has not materially
altered the state of the country.”

Note.—On the 10th -42 fell in Tiruvallr and eastward
over Periyapolliem.,

13. On the whole I consider prospects are slightly brighter in all the taluls
except Madurdntakam. There is less scarcity of grass and water, well-crops as also
gingelly and indigo are doing better, and there is a good deal of agricultural activity,
ploughing and sowing.

11. Numbers on works.—The number on works of all kinds, which had risen in
the last two fortnights from 17,000 to 19,000 and 23,000, is now steady at 22,602,
The figures are as follows :—

Last This

fortnight. fortnight.
Ponnéri 5,849 6,099
Tiruvallar 4,447 2,966 (See below paragraph 135.)
Said4pet 2,456 2,514
Maduréintakam 4,571 4,521
Chingleput ... o 4,219 4,646
Conjeeveram ... : 1,781 1,856

15. Works under DPublic Works Department—(a) The DBuclingham Canal diver-
sion at Pulicat, now carried on as an ordinary work, employs 912 dgainst 1,105 last
returned ; the difference is due to a scare of cholera.

(b) Irrigational— (i) Departmental Agency—

Last This
fortnight. fortnight.

Ponnéri 956 826
Tiruvalltir s e s - 1,156 129 (See below.)

* Madurédntakam 1,144 1,038

Chingleput, ... 439 707

. Saidapet 136

Total ... 3,695 2,836
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The rise in Chingleput is due probably to the central positi

fall in Tiruvallir is due to two lll)lost unfortunate facts.PO%t[igni;) ft}tllfll(t3 ?}:)erkP ’(Ii‘l'le
Overseer (Kadur tract) fell ill and was not promptly replaced; if I may jud ea? i
my village returns, which may not be correct, the work stopp’ed on thz 3er ind ll‘loﬁ
not been resumed on the 8th. The seecond relates to Vadamadurei channel 1\{2[l
village returns show that the workers had suddenly fallen from 423 to 177 o thy
Ist ; that the work was then (practically) completed; that only 60 to 70 Wnk ((l3
from the 4th to the 7th (none on the 3rd) and only 37 on the 8th. Aeccordin tor :
understanding with the Executive Engineer, the people should have been moé;eg T)y
the 3rd to the next work (Tirukandalam), only a few being left to give the finishi y
touches to the channel. That this was not done was due, 1 think, to the defasltmg{'
Mr. Supervisor Walsh. T should press for severe notice being taken of this wl;,r qt
not that when I saw him on the 8th he impressed me as being physicall u,natbleet1
make up hismind. I am glad to say that the Superintending Engineer I{as at onco
met my suggestion by transferring him to estimating. It may be hoped now tha(t3
affairs may now go on more smoothly, but my feelings may be imagined at this
double cessation of a supply of work. As to Pandir, of course an Overseer ought t
have been sent there at once from estimating duties. As to Vadamadurei. I > (:;
get out of my recollection the appearance of a few unfortunates who com clal'mod
zitterly 1(;Vlth what Mr. Holmes called ““inverted stomachs”) that not beinréa;;?d
pass.y; ézoouver'not seek*work elsewhere ; but with the change of Supervisors this must be

16. Board’s Proceedz’nqzs;, Mis. No. 4073, dated 4th Augu
. ! ; ; st.—1
whether since the 10th June there has been ,any delay in f)qayment (})1;l ::a;s:n aISI:ier;1
glad to say there has been an improvement, but there have certainly been so
delays. I need trouble the Board with only the most glaring. 3 iy

17. In the 14th paragraph of my last report, I mentione i
workpeople had not been paid fully fs;r over I:WO’WePkS. Th(ijs ﬂ:::st}}tfasZIada:li]rzi:irlel
on the report of the Tahsildar that (as he had heard) payments had not berc)an mad);
from the 3rd to 20th July. On my communicating thisto the Executive Encineer
he first told me on the Supervisor’s authority that coolies had been paid 01; 1;heg13thZ
but subsequently gave me the following particulars :— '

Date. i
Payments made.
RS8. A. P.
July S ot Lglatmgal o dpulgisenin. 1ol - iy 187 11
;. R RO R i T ) R T I

. % g{ﬁ Pyl Culhatit oaak felellt T SN gL i ety o
oot L R B ok b %3 0 4
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He continued: “You will thus observe that th i

¢ e Tahsildar’s allegati
exceedingly exaggerated, and I trust you will see fit to take serious not(iagt;1 E)lf? ntileill;e
though I admit that in the latter portion of the period payments were not made in as
regular a manner as desirable. This is accounted for by the Supervisor’s illness.”

18. Now the numbers at work from the 3rd to the 20th ran

according to my information. For Mr. Walsh then to say that c%?)(liigorgeiz 3ptaoid5 9(;71;
thtle 13th, when only Rs. 21 was paid, was at least misleading. Passing this by, I find
oltlx y Rs. 71 was paid from the 4th to the 2lst exclusive, and it is not unlikely that
the payment of the 4th (followingghat of the 3rd) was of back pay. Had the Tahg’ildar
f:wever, retgvorted that from the 5th to the 20th no payments had been madé excepé
pm(:?;;l i)x:m ; 0 gangs, he would have been strictly accurate. Iam not inclined to

19. The omission to pay regularly is ascribed to Mr. Walsh’s ill
1;v;r)ell enough on three dates to make small payments, and presumably WgssiellHeﬁo::I:
_stl:pervme the work. But granting that he was very ill, are the labourers on relief
wo(;- hs. and their families to starve because a sick man will not report himself sick
31_1 1s superior officers cannot take enough trouble or introduce a proper system to
iscover the lack of payments? The Executive Engineer ought to have known by his

office reports, or by the a
that payments were practically stopped for 17 days. :
those who are not living or touring in a famine district, but to me 1t secrns very grave.
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bsence of indents for funds or by a proper system of inspection
This may seem a light thing to

90. The Board will now understand why I cannot accept as a fully satisfactory
arrangement the mere increase of imprest suggested in the Proceedings last quoted.
That was no doubt a necessary measure, and I am quite willing to open a Sub-
Treasury at Satyavedu. But nothing will suffice except a thorough change in the
working of the Engineers’ offices and inspections, by which they may know at once
when wages have not been paid ; there must be a change also in the spirit of working,
so that serious irregularity of payments, traced to subordinates, must be looked upon
as an offence to be severely punished.

91. For the road in North Tiruvallir, there seems an indisposition to sanction it,
probably because tasks cannot easily be exacted. I request then that, when the
departmental works are over, 1 may be allowed to commence the repair of certain
ponds, ten in number, situated where they are very useful to travellers. Iam having
estimates prepared, and conditional permission given now will relieve me of some
anxiety. Ambur and its neighbourhood, as the Commissioner knows, is too far from
Maderpak tank.

99. Tn North Saiddpet and South-east iruvallir there is much scarcity of work.
May I have the widening of the Upper Solavaram channel (Rs. 28,000) put in hand so
soon as I consider it absolutely essential ?

23. In Chingleput, the salt factories are closing. Puyillupei tank in the centre
of the taluk is too far from the coast villages, and the few tanks we can take up will
not give labour to all. The Executive Engineer of the canal is ready to commence
the diversion (13 to 31), and I request that the sanction of Government (if necessary)
may be obtained now so that the Commissioner may be able to order the work at a
moment’s notice. What adds urgency to this is that the repair of the canal will last
only a very short time longer.

94. I1. Public Works Department Contract works.—The number of workers has
fallen from 2,025 to 985.

95. The number on ordinary repairs to the Buckingham Canal is 2,042 against
2,200.

96. Minor Irrigation.—Minor irrigational works employ 1,727 against 1,400.

97. Local Funds.—Local Funds employ 1,381 against 1,500.

8. Land Improvement Loans.—Seven hundred and three wells have been com-
pleted and 1,817 are under construction which may give employment to 12,719

persons.
The advances made in the week were—

BS.
Ponnéri ... - 265
Tiruvallar ... . 520
Saidapet ... .. 100
Chingleput . 2335
Madurdntakam ... ... 1,848
Conjeeveram i 95

Total ... 5,163
The lamentably small figures of some taluks are due to want of funds. I wrote

and telegraphed long ago for money, but none was granted. At last * evenin contra-
vention of the Board’s distinct orders, 1

advanced Rs. 5,000 to each taluk, inform-
ing Government by telegram. 1 would
submit that this is not a very easy position for me to be placed in, and request that in
future I may be kept in funds. There are large amounts of loans in some taluks all

ready to be advanced.

* 4th August.
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90. Kitehens—I am opening a new kitchen at Sriperumbudur {Conj
The total number of inmates has risen from 899 to 1,757, and this  in spite of
exertions. I have personally inspected all the northern kitchens except. ¢
vanam and Ambur; and the kitchens in the Sub-Division were visited at n
by the Sub-Collector and the District Medical officer with instruetions to apj
sovere tests. They managed to reduce the number at Acharavakkam from 347
but could not manage a reduction at Sembakkam or Vandalur; Karangu
myself reduced. I shall continue to pay most particular attention to this
subject. : : e
30. T forward a map showing the position of the kitchens and of the D
or important contract works. s b

Resolution—dated 14th August 1891, No. 520.

Submitted for the information of Government. g
9. There was fair rain in the latter part of the fortnight in parts of
Chingleput and Tiruvallir taluks, but in the district as a wh )
materially below the average, and the area of cultivation, much of whic
owing to the deficiency of rain, was up to the end of J\&ly'oql’yb 67,0
compared with an average of 119,000 acres. . i T
3 The Collector states that the price of rice has risen during th
10-11 Imperial seers per rupee to 9-96, and that there has been :
price of ragi from 17-46 to 17-54 ; but from the season reports for the w
1st and Sth August, respectively, 1t appears that rice rose from 1033 to
and that ragi was stationary at 17-565. S e
4. The high price of grain—that of ragi is as high as 15:07 i'. :
rupee in parts of Tiruvallir—is seriously telling on the general heal and
in kitchens has increased during the fortnight from 899 to 1,757, tho
been mo increase in the numbers employed on works, which, includ
number of 12,719 employed on digging private wells from advan
ment, amounts to 22,602 as compared With 23,000 in the previou

5. In paragraphs 16 to 21 Mr. Tremenheere deals with tl
irregularity in making payments for work on the part of the Publie
Frequent and regular payment of the small wage earned is absolutely
officient administration of relief, and as the numbers on work ‘are no
does not appear to the Board that there should be any insup
insuring this regular payment. If the difficulty in any particu
scattered mature of the works and the Public Works Depart
increased, a single central work might be selected. An increase in.
gested by the Superintending Engineer will keep an Overseer in f
enable him to' make regular payments, but some improvement is
system of communication between the District Engineer and hi
will ensure his knowing when regular payments are made and wh
of at once taking steps to correct any meglect in this matter. 3

6. Additional works, the Collector states, are likely to b
northern and south-eastern portions of Tiruvalldr, in the no
pet taluk and in the Chingleput taluk. In the northern por
the repairs of all tanks will shortly have been completed, and :
available, save the construction of a new road and the repai
ponids, 10 in number, situated where they are very useful to trave
these ponds is a desirable work, and the Commissioner has no o
carried out if employment on these works is restricted to :
able-bodied gangs the Commissioner considers that- work
Pulicat-Chintamani diversion, a large Provincial work capa e
large number of labourers and where the wage to be earned ]
will be largely in excess of that at present allowed on ordinar,

s e S
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in the district. Any gangs willing to go to the Pulicat-Chintamani work should be
furnished with a letter to the address of the officer in charge of the work and should
receive batta equivalent to the dole preseribed n section 186 of the Famine Code for
each day’s march—a margh beiug fixed at from 12 to 15 miles. If any considerable
number of gangs express their willingness to go, a responsible officer should be sent
with them and should pay the batta at the end of each day’s march.

7. As regards the widening of the Upper Solavaram channel, which is suggested
as a work suitable to give employment in the south-eastern portions of Tiruvallir and
the northern portion of Saiddpet Taluk, the Chief Kngineer for Irrigation will be
requested to advise the Board whether the work is a very desirable one, and whether
it should be taken up even though there is a reasonable probability that if the famine
wage only is paid on the work, the work will not be more than half completed before
the close of the period of distress, or whether it would be preferable to spend Provincial
funds on a Local Fund road which is suggested as an alternative work. In the event
of its being considered advisable to commence the channel work the Commissioner
requests the orders of Government as to whether the work should be carried out as an
ordinary Public Works Department work on the piece-work system but without the
intervention of contractors, or whether it should be taken up as a famine-relief work
on the ordinary famine wage which will deter all but the most needy from resorting to
it, and therefore indefinitely postpoue the date of its .completion, though it lessens
actual expenditure on relief.

8. In Chingleput the Collector desires that the sanction of Government may be
obtained to the commencement, if necessary, of the diversion of the Coast canal ({3 to
31), The Commissioner requests that this sanction may be granted and that the
Public Works Department may be instructed to prepare for the opening of the work
at short notice. It will not be begun unless absolutely necessary, and the Commis-
sioner trusts that the rains of the last few days, since the close of the fortnight with
which Mr. Tremenheere deals, may render it unnecessary, but it is very desirable to
be prepared for any emergency. The salt factories which have hitherto given
employment to large numbers are now closing theit works.

Y. The remarks of the Collector in paragraph 10 show the great desirability for
appointing a Deputy Collector to relieve the Sub-Collector of some of his onerous
duties, and the Commissioner trusts that a Deputy Collector may be appointed at an
early date. The pressure of duties in connection with the relief of distress and the
necessity for constant inspection of works and kitchens has rendered it impossible to
carry on the ordinary work of the office and serious arrears have accumulated.

The Commissioner would also be glad to see an Assistant allowed to Mr. Tremen-
heere. Distress has now shown itself in every taluk of his district, and the great
anxiety to which he has for months been subject, coupled with the enormously
increased work which the administration of relief operations has imposed upon him,
has seriously affected his health.

(A true Copy and Extract.)

(Signed) R. V. SRINTVASIAR,
: Acting Secretary.

To the Secretary to Government, Revenue Department.
Collector of Chingleput.
Chief Engineer for Irrigation.
Copy to the Government of India, Revenue and Agricultural Department.

2
»

OrpER—dated 31st August 1891, No. 803, Revenue.
' Recorded.

2. A Temporary Deputy Collector
will, as recommended by the Board of

d to relieve the Sub-Collector of some of his duties.

Miscellaneous.

Revenue, be appointe
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3. A Special Assistant to the Collector has been appointed and has been ordered
to join forthwith. Tntimation of this was given to the Collector by telegraph on the

27th instant. :
4. The points discussed in paragraphs 5, 7 and 8 of the Board’s Proceedings will

be considered in the Public Works Department.
(True Extract.)

(Signed) C A."GALTON,
Secretary to Government.

To the Commissioner of Revenue Settlement, Land Records and Agriculture.
,, the Public Department.
,, the Financial Department.

,, the Public Works Department (W).
,, the - . (I), with extract from Hon. Mr. Stokes’ note.

Copy to the Commissioners of Land Revenue.

Exd. 8. J. Pereira.

120 Copies.
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PROCEEDiNGS OF THE BOARD OF REVENUE
(REVENUE SETTLEMENT, LAND RECORDS AND AGRICULTURE).

Mg. CLOGSTOUN.

Reap—the following letter from J. H. A. TREMENHEERE, Esq., Acting Collector of

’ Chingleput, to the Secretary to the Commissioner of Revenue Settlement and
Director of the Department of Land Records and Agriculture, dated Saiddpet,
11th August 1891, Ref. on No. 3154-Eng. :—

I have the honour to submit to'the Board my report on the state of the district for
the fortnight ending Saturday, 8th August. :

2. Rainfall—The rainfall of the year up to the end of July in Madras has been
declared less than that of any year since 1824. At the close of July, however, and in
the first week of August, this district had the following rain :— '

SAIDAPET. ‘ TIRUVALLUR. MADURANTAKAM. CONJEEVERAM.

Sriperumbudur.

Chingleput.

Saidapet.
Ponnéri

July 28th
30th
,y Slst
August 1st
5 2nd
,, 4th
- Tth

”»

3. The value of such showers depends upon the nature of the soil. Where it is
moderately soft, perhaps half an inch suffices for ploughing, and subsequent showers for
sowing. The importance of this lies in the fact that July and August are the months
when a good deal of rice land is sown without irrigation, in the trust that subsequent
rain will keep the®young crops alive until the north-east monsoon shall set in.

4. Cullivation.—How little the July rains had availed for this will be seen from
these figures for the first crop. Up to the end of July there is recorded only (in
thousands)— ‘
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As the comparison for the previ
of 65, it is apparent what a dry July

5. Prices.—The district av
Tmperial seers the rupee to 9-96
17-457 to 17:544 (scarcity price
.85 for second-sort rice (Tiru
Tiruyalldr.. :

6. Cattle.—It is to be
stock. At present, however, their
Said4pet Stock Inspector on se

(a) * Ten cattle died last week fro
(b) « Three cattle died last week :
(c) “ Six cattle died last week.
(d) « Twenty cattle died last
(e)  Eleven cattle died last :
£) “ Four cattle died last week
(g) * Cattle: three deaths by
(k) “Six cattle died last week
And so on. 7

7. The Saidépet Deputy Colle
great.mortality. The Conjeeveram
and pasturage-or fodder. To the no
to the same extent, and they are

; 8. Public health—1 am eor%
. broken out in all taluks except Pe
there have been 280 deaths, of which
Conjeeveram taluk, 44 in a village of
The originating centre seems to have
in a population debilitated by insul
down four medical subordinates,
sanguine, however, and especially
9. Vaccination has come al
pected cessation of the supply of
of small-pox. !
10.. Inspection.—Mr. Mai
inspecting staff of the distri
*  For myself, I shall say nothing
Government having apparentl
long ago as 20th July, that the
officer can perform. But for m
district, and distress has now
réntakam, and over a good t
heavy, and is now absolutely
numerous relief works and le
condition of the distressed ¢
with statistics, but one e
has been tried, the number
~ public may be imagined : land
cattle released from attachme
I cannot get an answer from t
the Sub-Collector. The form
work, leaving him free for pu
is critical, and I respectfully ur
I should like to have Mr. H
Coimbatore. a9
11. All the Divisional
od Ponnéri and Tiruva

Y
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12. I extract some of the District officers’ remarks—

Sub- Division.

Sub-Collector.—* I cannot say there has been any perceptible improvement in the condition
of the people.” . ) .

Chingleput Tahsildar.—Says the rain has improved pasture and started ploughing.

Madurdntakam Tahsildar.—* The condition of people and cattle is growing worse and worse
every day. Even a little well-to-do mirasidars have commenced to consume the grain which they
kept for seed, If there should be no rain for another fortnight there can possibly be no dry crop
Note.—On the 10th -20 fell at Maduréntakam and Utra- o ﬂ}@ yea.}‘; the time for varayu and ground-

T ’ nut is passing away very fast. . . . . . The same

) * man told me that thieves come at night and

squeeze out the ears of corn from their fields, but they are physically unable to drive them out.

Such is the condition of the people. .. ... I have seen in many a village the Pariahs enjoying
the carcases of animals dead of starvation.”

Conjeeveram Tahsildar.—* There has been a slight change for the better in the prospects of
the season in some of the villages in the south-east....... In other parts . ..... there have
been slight, showers ; this bas given some heart to the poor ryots and labourers who are busy
with their ploughs. . . . .. Ragiand palmyra fruits and ......a root dug out of tank beds
have been the food of the poorer classes.” . . ‘

HMain Division.
Saiddpet Deputy Collector.—Speaks of meeting here and there a few Muhammadans, Mudalis
and the like, fit subjects for a kitchen, who will not go there.
Ponnéri Deputy Collector.—* Distress is increasing.”
Ponnéri Tahsildar.—* Distress is generally on the increase throughout the taluk.”
Tiruvalldr Deputy Collector.—* The degree and locality of distrezs are the same as already
reported. But the outer borders of the affected tract are now getting affected, and the distress

becomes more intense.”

’ euvalli ¥ MR H

Note.—On thé 10th -42 fell in Tirnvallfr ‘and eastward Tiruvallir Tahsildar—* The partial fall
of rain in small quantities has not materially

over Periyapolliem.
.altered the state of the country.”

13. On the whole I consider prospects are slightly brighter in all the taluks
except Madurdntakam. There is less scarcity of grass and water, well-crops as also
gingelly and indigo are doing better, and there is a good deal of agricultural activity,
ploughing and sowing. .

14. Numbers on works.—The number on works of all kinds, which had risen in
the last two fortnights from 17,000 to 19,000 and 23,000, is now steady at 22,602.

The figures are as_follows :— .
. Last This
) fortnight.  fortnight.
Ponnéri o 5,849 6,099
Tiruvallr o 4,447 2,966 (See below paragraph 15.)
Saidépet 2,456 2,514
Madurdntakam <& e oy 4,571 4,521
.Chingleput ... s 4,219 4,646 -

Conjeeveram ... 1,781 1,856
15. Works under Dublic Works Department—(a) The Buckingham Canal diver-
_sion at Pulicat, now cauried on as an ordivary work, employs 912 against 1,105 last
returned ; the difference is due to a scare of cholera.
(b) Irrigational—(i) Departmental Agency—

Last This

fortnight. fortnight.
Ponnéri 956 826
Tiruvallar ... 1,156 129 (See below.)
Maduréntakam 1,144 1,038
Chingleput ... 439 707
Saidépet 136

—_—

Total ... 3,695 2,836

— e
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. The rise in Chingleput is due probabl iti 3
fall in Tirgvalhir is %ug to two lll)wst m::tig:tgel}zati?o%ﬂgni: ftﬁh: W}frk. Tl'le
Overseer (Kadur tract) fell ill and was not promptly replaced ; if I m sy 3 g niod
my village returns, which may not be correct, the work stopp’ed on t?ly gud A
not been resumed on the 8th. The second relates to Vadamadurei eh 3 a]_nd =
-Vllli‘lge returns show that the workers had suddenly fallen from 423 ('Bcoail'?'?' .
;st, that the work was then (practically) completed ; that only 60 to 70 Onlzhe
rom the 4th to the 7th (none on the 3rd) and only 37 on the 8th. Accordingw tocf n?g

understanding with the Executive Engineer, the people should have been moved by

the 3rd to the next work (Tirukandalam), only a few being 1 i ishi
ﬁgcléisngélégrc%gﬂi. 'Il‘h}z;t t{]és was fnot.dy;me was due,gl i}ﬁtixflg,glt‘;et&e d%?z;lsllljtmo%'
. ‘ sh. T should press for severe noti i i i
notkthat when I saw him on the 8th he impressed mecea:%giigtall){}f;sigﬁﬁm%nYtﬁre o
make up his mind. Tam glad to say that the Superintending Engineer l{as :t B
mﬁet.my suggestion by transferring him to estimating. It may be hoped no :ﬁci
3 airs may Now go on more smoothly, but my feelings may be imap ined Zt th;"‘
ouble cessation of a supply of work. As to Pandir, of course an Oversg;aér ought ts

have been sent there at once from estimating duties. As to Vadamadurei, I cannot
) Y

get out of my" recollection the appearance of a few unf
. . 3 t i
Eﬁg?rézufgltht wha],: Mr].{Hlolmes called “inverted stomac(ljlrs l,l,x)la;tle];tw;llgz %Z?:]I;? u:;g
not se . 1 i ,
bt o ek wor e.sewhere ; but with the change of Supervisors this must be
16. Board’s Proceedings, Mis. No. 4073, dated 4 .
} . No. th —
whether since the 10th J une, there has been ’any delay 1ﬁ ug:;fr.leni 3)1? :;bg:n.a]s:sked
glad to say there has been an improvement, but there have certainl gbe;a o
delays. I need trouble the Board with only the most glaring. LT

17. In the 14th paragraph of my last report, I mentioned that the : Vadamaduret

workpeople had not been paid fully for over two weeks. This was based primarily

on the report of the Tahsildar that (as he had heard)
payments had
from the 3rd to 20th July. On my communicating -thisyto the E:eclft?fr: %a:llgirr?:;e

he first told me on the Supervisor’s authority th ief
at coolies h i :
but subsequently gave me the following part%zulars — - cr gl s i
: Date. ! ‘
ate : : . Payments made.
July 2{}? §050 .~ eentt Siliees & e 1%7 Aé lPl
il Sie3 (i R R G s v 474 15 1
" e B SR TR G IR AR

) Bl e e

:’ 13th .-oo e sen aes ::: i : = s ;3. 0 4

i 7 .. il S
. ves LL L LEL ] LR 112 12 8

He continued : “ You .will thﬁ observe ﬂ'];;t th ildar’

. : e Tahsildar’s al i

fﬁ:ﬁg}?}gﬁ;& ;:.;:%Ee?tei,h anldﬂI: trust you will see fit to take ser;;); r?o}:‘ia(%: t;t? n:hea:;e
it that in the latter portion of the period payments : in 8

regular a manner as desirable. This is accounted for bI})r tylrle Supev::ir:osgtillllﬁg; o s

18. Now the numbers at work from the 3rd to the 20 '

: e r th ranged £

:ﬁcoi'?ﬂg to my information. For Mr. Walsh then to say that c%iliego?i'e?;? ta;)id5 9(;71,1
e 13th, when only Rs. 21 was paid, was at least misleading. Passing this bylr), I find

only Rs. 71 was paid from the 4th to the 21st exclusive, and it is not unlikely that *

the payment of the 4th (following that of the 3rd) was
; . of back pay. Had i
?:vgzzez,r ri%:):ted that fl;'om the 6th to the 20th no paymentI; gad bezn tllfag: h:i?:;‘:
e gangs, he would have been stn_ctly accurate. Iam not inclined to
19. The omission to pay regularly i i i
y is aseribed to Mr. Walsh’s illness.
Keilug::igslé :ﬁletgvzii datgs Eo mal;g sm&ll pﬁyments, and presumably Wgssiellﬂezogglsl
) k. But granting that he was very ill, are the lab 3 i
works and their families to starve because a sick man il ot
: ) : will not report h i
?lpd his su&)ell'xor officers cannot take enough trouble or introduce a pI?roperus;ifems 1(;];
l's_cover. the lack of payments? The Executive Engineer ought to have known by his

.
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office reports, or by the absence of indents for funds or by a proper system of inspection
that payments were practically stopped for 17 days. This may seem 2 light thing to
those who are not living or touring in a famine district, but to me it seems very grave.

90. The Board will now understand why I cannot accept as a fully satistactory
arrangement the mere increase of imprest suggested in the Proceedings last quoted.
That was no doubt a mnecessary measure, and I am quite willing to open a Sub-

Treasury at Satyavedu. But nothing will suffice except a thorough change in the

working of the Engine
when wages have not been paid ; there m
so that serious irregularity of payments,
as an offence to be severely punished.
91. For the road in North Tiruval
probably because tasks cannol easily

A AT SIS S AAKR P SRANIAIAT ARG GG INPGR I S IS ns

ers’ offices and inspections, by which they may know at once
ust be a change also in the spirit of working,
traced to subordinates, must be looked upon

lér, there seems an indisposition to sanction it,
be exacted. I request then that, when the
departmental works are over, I may be allowed to commence the repair of certain
ponds, ten in number, situated where they are very useful to travellers. Iam having
ostimates prepared, and conditional permission given now will relieve me of some
anxiety. Ambur and its neighbourhood, as the Commissioner knows, is too far from
Maderpak tank.

99. Tn North Saidépet and South-east Tiruvalldr there is much scarcity of work.
May I have the widening of the Upper Solavaram channel (Rs. 28,000) put in hand so
soon as I consider it absolutely essential ?

93. In Chingleput, the salt factories are
of the taluk is too far from the coast villages, and the few fanks we can take up will
not give labour to aJl. The Executive Engineer of the canal is ready to commence
the diversion (43 to 31), and 1 request that the sanction of Government (if necessary)
may be obtained now so that the Commissioner may be able to order the work at a
moment’s notice. What adds urgency to this is that the repair of the canal will last
only a very short time longer.

94. I1. Public Works Depart.ment Contract w
fallen from 2,025 to 985.

95. The number on ordinary re
2,200.

96. Minor Irrigation.—Minor irrig

97. Local Funds.—Local Funds employ 1,381 against 1,500.

98. Land Improvement Loans.—Seven hundred and three wells have been com-
pleted and 1,817 are under construction which may give employment to 12,719

persons.
The advances made in the week were—

closing. Puyillupel tank in the centre

orks.—The number of workers has

pairs to the Buckingham Canal is 2,042 against

ational works employ 1,727 against 1,400.

RS.

Ponnéri ... : 265
Tiruvallir ... . 520
Saidapet ... e 100
Chingleput e, 2,335
Madurdntakam ... e 1,848

99

Conjeeveram * ...
Total ... 5,163

The lamentably small figures of some taluks are due to want of funds. I wrote

and telegraphed long ago for money, but none was granted. At last * evenin contra-
vention of the Board’s distinct orders, I

advanced Rs. 5,000 to each taluk, inform-
ing Government by telegram. 1 would
position for me to be placed in, and request that in
large amounts of loans in some taluks all

* 4th August.

submit that this is not a very easy
future I may be kept in funds. There are

ready to be advanced.
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29. Kitchens.—I am opening a new kitchen at Sriperumbudur (Conjeeveram).
The total number of inmates has risen from 899 to 1,757, and this in spite of all my
exertions, T have personally inspected all the northern kitchens except Tirupala-
vanam and Ambur; and the kitchens in the Sub-Division were Visited at my request

by the Sub-Collector and the District Medical officer with instructions to apply more

severe tests. They managed to reduce the number at Acharayakkam from 347 to 211,
but could not manage a reduction at Sembakkam or Vandalur; Karanguli I had
myself reduced. I shall continue to pay most particular attention to this important
subject. ok - :

or important contract works.
?

Resorurron—dated 14th August 1891, No. 520.
Submitted for the information of Government. -

2. There was fair rain in the latter part of the fortnight in parts of the Saiddpet,

Chingleput and Tiruvallér taluks, but in the district as @ Whole the rain was
materially below the average, and the area of cultivation, much of which will fail

owing to the deficiency of rain, was up to the end.of July only 67,000 aci:es as

compared with an average of 119,000 acres. :
" 3. The Collector states that the price of rice has risen during the fortnight from
1011 I seers per rupee to 9-96, and that there has been a slight fall in_the
i from 17-46 to 17-54 ; but from the season reports for the weeks ending
Trespectively, it appears that rice rose from 10-33 to 10-18 seers

g on the general health, and the numbers
from 899 to 1,757, though there has
works, which, including an estimated
 wells from advances made by Govern-
3,000 in the previous fortnight.

ere ‘deals with the question of the
t! t of the Public Works Overseers.
d is absolutely essential to the
are nowhere large, it

ar taluk is due to the

e il imprests as sug-
‘in funds sufficient to
ment 18 necessary in the
his subordinates which
when they are not and

réquired shortly in the
portion of the Saidé-
the Tiruvalldr taluk
0 other work will be
a certain number of
o travellers, The repair of
_bLeetion to its being
feebler gangs. To the
oul ,fbe offered on the
of employing a very
hard-working gang
“departmental works

agi is as high as 1507 Tmperial seers per

able difficulties in
1t staff cannot be-

»

30. T forward a map showing the position of the kitchens and of the Department

»

.
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in the district. Any gangs willing to go to the Pulicat-Chj i

. i . tams
furnished with a letter to the address of the officer in eharg:lofTﬁglw‘zgikazﬁogl]l%ull);
receive b?tta equivalent to the dple prescribed in section 186 of the Famine C
each day’s march—a march being’fixed at from 12 to 15 miles. If any considerable

number of gangs express their willingness to go, a res i ' -
with them and should pay the batta at the endgo% each gg;’sslb:arzgicer should besent

7. As regards the widening of the Upper Solavaram ch Atk % —
as a work suitable .to give expployment in t}Iie south-eastern ;E?ékn: }(l)lfd';‘lllsmq;%?fb;sg
the morthern portion of Saiddpet Taluk, the Chief Engineer for Irrigation will be
?equested to advise the Board whether the work is a very desirable one, and whethm:
it should be: takqn up even though there is a reasonable probability that, if the famine
wage only is paid on the work, the work will not be more than half completed s,
the close of the period of dlstres_s, or whether it would be preferable to spend Provincial
fuqu on a Local 'Fund road 'whlch 1s suggested as an alternative work. In W —
of its being considered advisable to commence the channel work thé Commissioner
requests the orders of Government as to whether the work should be carried out
ordinary Public Works Department work on the plece-w *
interventiqn of contractors, or whether it should be taken ine-relief work
® th?l otﬁimf;ry fa_m(iin% wage whicth will deter all but the most 32e?1‘fa§‘iéil§ ;e(j;:-fi ki I:S
it, and therefore indefinite ostpone the i ion. it loss
actual expenditure on relief.y S5 dato of its completion, St & Jesens

8. In Chingleput the Collector desires that the sanet
obtained to the commencement, if necessary, of the diversi
31). The Commissioner requests that this sanction ma
Public Works Department may be instructed to
at short notice. It will not be begun unless absolutely ne : e O :
siox'ler trusts that the rains of the last few days, since t)he cclissséaloyt:,tl;qendfotl&;i%ﬁ;n:}ilal
which Mr. Tremenheere deals, may render it unnecessary, bhut it is very dcsﬁublo to
be prepared for any emergency. The salt factories which have hitherto civen
employment to large numbers are now closing their works. -

9. The remarks of the Collector in paragraph 10 show the great desirability for
appointing a Deputy Collector to rvelieve the Sub-Collector of some of his onmerous
duties, and the Commissioner trusts that a Deputy Collector may be appointed at :1111
early (.iate. The pressure of duties in connection with the relief of distress and the
necessity for constant inspection of works and kitchens has rendered it impossible to
carry on the ord.mfiry work of the office and seriousarrears have accumulated.

The Commissioner would also be glad to see an Assistant allowed to Mz, Tremen-
heex:e. Distress has now shown itselt in every taluk of his district. and .the g
z_mx1ety to which he has for months been subject, coupled with ,the ent‘»rm:u\‘ly
increased work which the administration of relief operations has imposed —
has seriously affected his health. : . '

ode for

as an
ork system but without the

ion of Government may be
on of the Coast canal (% to
y be granted and that the
prepare for the opening of the work

®
(A true Copy and Extract.)

(Signed) R. V. SRINIVASIAR,

Acting Secretary.

To the Secretary to Government, Revenue Department.
»  Collector of Chingleput.
»  Chief Engineer for Irrigation.

Copy to the Government of India, Revenue and Agricultural Department.

Exd. W.J. Lewis
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