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second-sort rice in Coimbatore and Ud:ﬁnalbet; cholum in Dhérdpuram, Udamalpet
and Palladam ; and ragi in Coimbatore, Poll4chi, Udamalpet and Palladam. But it

» may- be said, speaking generally,-that this

rise-has been gradual, and this is, I, think,

a slightly hopeful feature in the present scarcity, as it seems to show ' tha® sudden

* Marked as A.

 rises are kept down by continuous supplies
from other places. Iappend a statement *

~ of average prices at tite Taluk head-quarters from J anuary—July inclusive for this

t B.

and the previous 2 years, as also a state-
ment showing maximum and minimum
prices for July. +

7. Local markets.—In the distressed parts there are a fow local markets, the prices
in which, I have had reason to believe, differ considerably from those ruling in the
Taluk head-quarters and other larger markets from which the price list is compiled.

I have made endeavours to obtain these prices through the overseers and taluk agency, ..

and in my letter, Reference on No. 1004-8ub., dated 16th J uly last, submitted proposals

$ 0

for including them in the price return to the
Board. I append a statement i showing

the prices as far as ascertainable in some of these markets. The Kinathukadava
market®is the one whence the coolies working on.the Coimbatore-Pollichi road would

mostly draw their supplies, the Senjerimalai and Kamanaikempalayam markets supply.

those on the Palladam-Pollichi road, and the Putterachal market those on the

Palladam-Dhérdpuram road. It will be seen from this statement t]

prices are no test of the prices prevailing in the really affected region, and, on the
other hand, that’these prices are not, speaking generally, higher than sthose at

Lalladam.

8. Inspectz'ons.—:-Since last mbnth’s_rep;ort., I have, as above stated,_inspected part
of the Coimbatore taluk and Avangshi division. I am now about to make &tour
through the affected parts generally, including Bhavéni, about a part of which taluk

a somewhat alarming report has come in

just lately from the Tahsildar. The Sub-

Collector has inspected Dhardpuram, the Head Assistant Collector Udamalpet, and the
rest of his division pretty thoroughly, the Coimbatore Deputy Collector the Coimba-
tore talik. Mr. Wynch’s report on Dhérdpuram seem§ to show that, owing to the

absence of rainfall, a-part of that taluk

must be considered ‘as much affected as

Pollchi and Palladam. The Commissioner has also Inspected a large part of the
affected tract from Kattampatti. I forward Mr. Wynceh’s report on Dhérdpuram

§ D.

for the perusal of the Board aund
Government.§

9. Measures adopted—These have been ( a) the opening of four new roads for stone-

1. Bulur-Palladam road about 5th— 8th miles
from Palladam. .
2. Palladam-Pollachi .road about 17th—28rd
* miles from Poll4chi. 4

‘3. Palladam-Polldchi road about 5th—8th miles

from Polldchi. .= :

4. Coimbatore-Polléchi road about 6th—12th
- miles from Coimbatore. o b
6. Polléchi-Udamalpet road, 5th—10th miles
" fom Pollchi. 1 »

6. Palladam-Dhérépuram road about 8th—15th "

miles from Palladam.
(The miles are given roughly, as they, of
__course, vary.) :

breaking and spreading, and additional
work on anvther part of the road first
opened, the Polldchi:Palladam road. We
have consequently work now going on
along the roads marginally-noted, which,
as the map will show, cut through or are
adjacent to a large part of the affected

area, and the task work on each has been -

carefully allotted according to the nature
of the metal and the distance it has to be

carried to thewoad. I am having printed’

-a circular issued by the Local Fund
Engineer on this subject and shall forward

a copy for the information of the.

Commissioner.

(¢) The division of each taluk _into affected and nen-affected areas, the latter

to be diminished or added to under the orders of the Divisional offcer. . a
) The calling for estimates within this area of local works (such as clearing
prickly-pear or deepening and improving village ponds) ih villages badly affected

wat the Polldchi ~

t
LS

17T§I.~A‘U‘GUST }89‘1, No. 763, REVENUE. - 3

“which are situated more than 5 mz’?es Jrom a relief. road (some of these will be started

very shortly). ; ) ) .
. () Xl‘he suspension of collections throughout the villages in the affected area,

" except in the case of pattadars paying more than Rs. 20, and in the case of garden

lands. a4 i JRUTEET S o - .
(¢) The establishment of relief kitchens. in eight places (now being taken in
}iand), t.e., six in the Head Assistant’s division, one in Dhdrdpuram taluk gud one in
Coimbatore taluk. - ) . _
(f) The calling for. estimates for certain through roads begun in the last
famine, but discontinued. These I should not propose to take in hand unless the -
north-east monsoon fails. The Local Fund Engineer, Mr. Stephens, who has given

me. valuable assistance, has already taken in hand the estimate for one of these, viz.,

for a through road from Kinathukadavu, 13 miles south of Coimbatore, to Kattampatti,
Periyapatti and the Palladam-Dhardpuram road-near Kandadmp. _The mext useful
road to this will be the repair of the road from Palladam to bettlpulay:nn, and its
continuanee to the Madukarai Railway station, and the next the continuance and
repairing of the famine road from Udamalpet to Settipalayam (8 miles south-east of

Coimbatore, and connected with it already by road). I have asked Mr. Stephens to

take’in hand these estipates also.

10. Establishment.—1 have already sanctioned 2 additional (.n'ersovrsfmm Local
Funds. The next meeting of the District Board will be asked to allot funds for

- them, and the sanction of (Government be also asked to these temporary additions to

the staff. I shall probably want-more before the scarcity is over.

I propose to place the relief kitchens at first un‘dér Revenue Inspectors.  But if
the people come to them, as I anticipate they will, in anything like large numbers,
I shall hawe to ask sanction. for the kitchen gumastahs mentioned in the Famine Code.

- An additional Revenue Imspector has been employed in each of the Palladam,

* Pollgchi and Dhérdpuram taluks to expedite work under the Land Improvement and

Agricultural Loands Acts, and the Board’s sanction requested for the same. [ hope
that the end of this month (August) will show good figures under this head. The
work, properly so-called, is only just beginning, and fifteen days have to be allowed

_for notices.

11. Funds.—The District Board have sanctioned the estimates for stone-breaking on
: ' three roads—Sulur-Palladam,* Pollichi-

* Rs. 500. Palladam,t and Coimbatore-Pollichi +—
T 5 2,000, and allotted for these and other such
. ¥ . 1,000. roads Rs. 5,000 out of their reserve.  This

will last for some time longer. But the estimates and allotments for the other roads
now commenced will soon have to be sanctioned, and money placed at the disposal
of the Polldchi and Erode Taluk Boards (also perhaps the Coimbatore Taluk Board)
for local works. A ' .

Beyond this, the District Board cannot go, and Provineial Funds will be required.
I shall also be obliged to ask for a grant from Provineial Funds for the relicf
kitchens, and the sheds and gumastahs necessary thereto.

. 12. Condition of the peo}yle.—The coolies working on the Sulur-Palladam road and
Coimbatore-Polldchi road were inspected by the District Medical and Sanitary officer
on the 8th and 15th Jnly, respectively, and reported to b_e in fair condition, and
healthy. A large number of families must have received assistance by the opening of

the stone-breaking works, which have been especially resorted to by women whose

brothers, husbands and fathers were (almost certainly) obtaining petty employment
elsewhere. That there must be still, however, a large number of the cultivating elass
who are without their usual employment, the decrease in the cultivation would seem
B to show. The figures are given in a state-
R ment appended § for a comparative period

" of four months (April—July inclusive) during the past five years. Compared with last

year there had been a great falling off in the four taluks entgred, as also compared
with the average. In Pollichi the figures are mhch better than in 1384, whicl, must
have been. a curiously backward year, but in Dhardpuram they are terribly low.
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The statement has .Been I;r-‘E ared P . A ‘ i e
S P for the villages classed as ¢ .
figures for the Ahnvr firka in Coimbatere a.regeun:ér pfep?;aﬁzfeete?i” :
warded when ready,-if in any way striking. I have also had pre A m(ll ity
a comparative stz.ttemel.lt (F) of births and deaths in the. five p;:;isé :th;n
.lTanuary to June mcl'usw_e (the July r%urms cannot_be tabulated in time) fo 1
inscsfgdilédiiiil ltShtoavivm%' in afi separate column the. deaths from cholera )w 1
: © totals also. It will be seen therefrom that i Pollgeli th :
considerably less than in the two previ 1n Pollachi the b
i | 1n previous years and th . ~ :
ilﬁglﬁrl",t 1'iha_t t?)e 132;]: is, in 1:1 less degree, t:ruey as fegm-ds }?iffgtﬁ.ggmzp“
18 1n La m are, however, more numerous than i FHE T S v
of the previous -two years’, and the, deaths s]ightl; 1052#;;13?(;;’0{:::1101,@195 R dd
glgégépui‘iam the birth-rate st yearswhile
» and far less than in 1890; and in Coimbatore the bi ¢
- th .5
gte]at]?s are alfnost the same. Statistics .are, perhaps, misll;adfsng and in each of the: ¢
aluks there is a prosperous area, but the figures in PSlldchi still ’des‘erve. Og‘;lcsiﬂg i‘:t =

tallying, as they do, with the known faet ot i
t : : et of scarcity. With
infizm peopla, and of the lower castes, who suffer fl"{m waxllt' f drinking.
t'ofeaste exclusiveness, as well as from want of food, it v&duf 4 s
. safe to say that-the people generally do not show signs of emagiation, N the'less
are measures, in my*opinion, required ‘to prevent the ; resent tai‘,e. th‘qningge = fmmm' :
coming to this. : ; 3 Peem. tuieay g i ol
B U a1 N SR
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ENCLO&IRE No.. 1, %

_ tore, dated Dhérdpuram, 21st July 1891, No. D
In reply to your letter, No. 887-Sub., ég%ed 13th July 1891, I have f:he hono'?ﬁ' to

. that T have jnst madea rapid tour through the Kundadam firka which is, T am info e"te
' » 1 am informeg a:i?he_ :

‘tract most affected by scarcity in the Dhérépugam taluk. :

2. T camped at Kundadam (Melumgam) 3 : » gl :
;lnlrl:lgis of J o_tha.mqutt'i,' 'Sémbutholuvu (othgf;igs:]linm ;sst%o;ﬁn:n:ﬁiotpg piet ev?o,nir’;’g ‘the
Ia. ets, making a circuit of' abbut 12 miles to the north of Kundad e o

inspected Ammapalaiyam (a hamlet of Vadamugam) am. On Sunday, the 19th,

palaiyam), Erukampatti, a hamlet of Sada apalai i i
mqk13g;ha cireuit‘ of about 25 miles' to thg’ .ya.x(r):l,l Btilia%gﬁttf’rﬁ%uﬂl.ngpﬁﬁ and a ha
gnslt)a . Irgug}} Chinnaripalaiyam, Gethalrave‘%%toppampatti Nanjiam e11¥l Dhﬁ'ré.’p"rﬁm. aud
abou : miles to the sout and south-east.t? T had ca.mpet,i at 'I!u-u i on DRzt B SOl
lniorx_n?g 0 d‘che 18th, before starting for Ku dadam, T saw the De ugur'lc‘):hz?l(:il"h R, the
Ofew 11:: ormed nfmfthat he has inspected about 20 out of the 30 villa%esyin hi d._a.r.of Kéngyam.
o sa‘:1 :tI; an ; o A ofdder for cattle is most felt. Application has been madelts ;lvilsxon.% 5
jamac ém 1;31 s for deepening wells, and*fodder is being brought in fro (’i" i Dous
mudi. - Supplies of grain are available at priees prevailing in the tal m Lirupir and Kodu-
1n progress, but water in the wells is running ghort. . ‘o uk. - Garden cultivation ig

3. The 18th was mark . : "
the following pricos i tk o/ Kunda?@. T found ample supplies of grain for sale at

Second-sort rice 10°50 '{ _

has greatly fallen off, ‘the death-rate being mnhﬂ;ﬁ? 5

d; I think, be however ...

, to the Collector of Coimba. -

Thenmugam (otherwise callod Sadaya- ,
miot,

- : -

N

Wh'DO' . paddy it 20 B : . » ',
Redlte Ch?ilc?.m ;g }d’a.dra_s_ Mmeasures {'The 160al me;é.sure is # 5
Cumbu'® o g ol heigge PTG TOPOS: one of 160 tolas,
FORRag g, 0w s NG ot E . ficof : :
which compare with the pri t 4 : = il %k
tively, s follows e Lo arépuram for the weeks ending 4th and 18¢h July, respeo- . |
- j o iy Week ending W, k . 3 : i. 2 Y R~ : .
Second_sort rim 2o R ) 4th JulY‘ lgeth gl:ldlyu:g : b : I
= l(:J{holum Ak < 34 B i o 4 llg : 1050 \'3 :
. & g i LT e obe . 8' 2 = r
Comby %, séfisiasey B0t 22: 32-10 ' 5
Rt duleeiarn o 20-50
. us be abseryed that prices have fallen slightly with: . = -
were also some bandy-loads of — ightly within the last fortnight, 3! |
brought in from Paln. . O Cum stalks for sale at Ks. 12 to 14 per bandy, They i .
- ;
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4. There was very little water in the wells at Jothampatti and Kokkampalaiyam. Many
complaints were made to me by Pariahs cn this account, as they have in some places to depend
for their'water-supply on the good will of owners of garden wells. I ordered the Revenue
Inspector to prepare at once estimates for deepening wells. These villages have several scattered

‘hamlets and I ordered the Revenue Inspector to make a detailed inspection of each the next day

and submit his report on the state of water-supply through the Tahsildar without delay. At
Kokkampalaiyam [ inspected the karnam’s accounts. 'lhere is no punja cultivation and there
was none last year up to the corresponding period. But whereas last year 1,100 acres of
garden were under cultivation, tkis year there are only 267 acres. Labourers get only a small
amount of work cutting prickly-pear for the ryots, deepening wells, picking prickly-pear fruits
and cutting firewood.

5. Some Vellalars had left the village to seek work on the Nilgiris, which is unusual. The
poorer rycts are selling their sheep and cattle to buy grain and fodder.

6. The cattle I saw looked somewhat out of condition, but I did not see any persons, adults
or children, showing any signs of emaciation. (The Apothecary, Dhdrdpuram, tells me that so
far persons attending the hospital have not shown any appearance of famine).

7. The condition of things in the villages inspected on Sunday morning was better, I
noticed more garden lands under cultivation, and with the exception of Yerragampalli, the supply
of drinking water was reported to be sufficient.

8. I was teld, however, that cattle were being sold to buy grain, and at Bellampatti there
-was not much work. In the hamlet of Muthiyamypatti (mostly inhabited by Vellalars) the people
told me that there was no work in the fields and their children were cutting firewood aud taking
it to the Pulavadi market for sale. There are not many coolies in these two villages and no
complaints of inability to get work were made to me : the chief sufferers appear to be the poorer

ryots.

9. At Muthiyampatti I found a big ryot who had received an instalment of Rs. 600 out of
a loan of Rs. 1,000 for sinking a well ; he had stopped work about two months ago and was too
lazy to go to the taluk to get the balance of the loan. I left the Tahsildar to measure up the
work done and ordered him to issue the balance of the loan at once ; this work will afford relief
at once to some laborers.

10. Bellampatti and Muthiyampatti are more than 5 miles from the Kundadam-Palladam
road. The l.ocal Fund Overseer has been ordered to prepare an estimate for improving the
track from Kundadam to the Pulavadi market. This work would furnish relief to these villages
and the estimate should, I think, be prepared as soon as possible.

11. The garden crops will be harvested in about another fortnight. Meanwhile I shall
send the Revenue Inspector, as soon as he has made out his estimate for wells in the villages
above referred to, to prepare an estimate for removing prickly-pear at Muthiyampatti and along
the Itteri to Bellampatti. The Tahsildar will also be sent to these villages again to see if more
loans for sinking or deepening wells cannot be given.

12. At Sinnaripalaiyam the Pariahs’ well requires deepening, as also does the caste well at
Nanjayampalaiyam. Relief will be afforded to all the villages seen on the 20th by the opening
of work on the Dhérdpuram-Palladam road. Cattle are very badly off for fodder. I saw many
being fed on neem leaves cut from trees by the road-side. Sheep and goats were nibbling at
anything green they could get and some 1 saw trying to eat prickly-pear.

13. I have ordered the Tahsildar to get information from the village heads at market centres
as to the numbers of cattle and sheep being sold. Work on the Dhardpuram-Palladam road
was commenced yesterday, and I hear 150 people applied for work.

14. From the appearance of the children and the fact that men and women were to be scen
wearing jewels as usual, I do not think relief kitchens need be started yet. If found necessary
later on, Kundadam would do fcr one centre. But several others would be necessary owing to
the distance between villages and their hamlets.

15. Owing to the necessarily hasty nature of my inspection, I regret that I cannot give you
more detailed information as to the probable extent of distress now prevailing. The road work
and the number of coolies employed will afford a better criterion.

16. There are freshes in the Amardvati to-day. Slight showers fell on the 19th during my
inspection of Muthiyampatti and Bellampatti. But not enough to do any good. Rain appeared,
Lowever, to be falling heavily on the eastern slopes of the Anaimalais.

The price list of food-grains in DLardpuram market to-day is a‘”wndcd. It was received
since writing the abcve repoit.
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Resolution—dated Tth August 1891, N,
Submitted for the information of Goy

2. During the month under report
slight in Palladam and Udamalpet, the
respectively, against a ten-year avera
Polléchi, there was a fall of 3:21 inches ag
rain (2:09) fell during the latter half of ¢
portion of the Polldchi taluk and on t
reported to have fallen which has enable
area, with the result that the number of
went down from 463 on the 18th Jul
taluk, there has been ample rain on the
and around Coimbatore town. This ra n
has not extended to the tract north-east ¢
the north-west portion of the Avand |

&
i A i} | Ty
SO e B B
1891-92 366 11
Coimbatore ., ; IAS‘;rfgg; g;’ }.gf
Dhérdpuram ., { lAsgelr_aggZe g§ i - it
Polléchi ., { Average s | e
‘Udamalpet .. ]AS‘S’{}%" fa -g?

3. In the Kandadam firka of the Dhir4 uram taluk whi
by the Sub-Collector, it is reported that there Ii)s somea}e‘;?m;rf?
absence of rainfall in the month, In this tract scarcity of wa
cattle is most felt and it is said that some of the poorer ryots are
and sheep to buy grain and fodder. The Sub-Collector saw no sis
amongst the people, but considers that the starting of work on the
Palladam road and on the track from Kandadam to the Pulavadi
and will aﬁ'ordd all the relief that is needed in this tract. Work on
was commenced on the 20th July and 150 people
The Local Fund overseer has beeg ordered topprgparemmstastteidm::e‘ fo
and it is hoped that this will be ready soon and work will be put in
delay.. The Commissioner considers, however, that road work should be
breaking and stacking metal on the sides of existing road, ’

labour of numerous gangs on a new road.

4. Prices of food-grains have on the whole risen in the aﬂeeted talukn, bnt the
nise has been gradual, and there is no

At 6 Jaiy ;grgheqsion fofh:nny serious and sudden
b ks m view of t tin imj i
= ’ - continuous importation
svoage.  oorent . of stocks from othies places.
Dhérfpuram ... 22961 6918 5. The

; total area of scwings from
April to July in the Dhérépufafn, Uda
malpet and Palladam taluks have been
. e P | - considerably below the average, espe-
5 i ol e ~cially in the first two as shown in the

margin, iy et Litdon A

Udamalpet ... .. 513826 2994
Falladam ... ... 23657  17.908
Pollichi .. ... 67,146 66397

h (6) Palladam-Dhérépuram road.

A A
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‘6. During the month under report the wirk of stone-breaking and spreading was
in progress on the roads noted in the

(1) Sulur-Palladam road. .. margin which gave employment to 1,840
(2) P 3&%;5&%‘“_ road, 17th to 23rd miles oqlies on the 25th July. On the Ist

Sdatn . : August the numbers rose to 2,265. The
(xE fmﬁw yond; 5ffh to°8th " miles Collector has called for estimates for

(4) Coimbatore-Poll4chi road. certain through roads begun in the last
(5) Pollachi-Udamalpet road. famine, but discontinued, and these he
proposes to take in hand in the event of
, the north-east monsoon also proving a
failure. The estimates which have been entrusted to the Local Fund Engineer,
Mr. Stephens, will, it is hoped, be completed soon. In addition to these remedial
measures, the Collector proposes—

(1) The suspension of collections in the affected tracts, except in the case of
pattadars paying more than Rs. 20 and in the case of garden lands.

(2) The establishment of relief kitchens in eight places—two in each of the
taluks of Palladam, Udamalpet and Polldchi, one in the Dhdrdpuram taluk, and one in
the Coimbatore taluk.

The Commissioner has satisfied himself by personal inspection of the necessity
of providing a few kitchens, and the proposals of the Collector on this matter uro
approved.

(True Copies and Extract.)
(Signed) R. V. SRINIVASIAR,
Acting Secretary.

To the Secretary to Government, Revenue Department.
»  Collector of Coimbatore.

Copy to the Secretary to the Government of India,
Revenue and Agricultural Department.

Oxrper—dated 17th August 1891, No, 763, Revenue.

Recorded.

Miscellaneous.

(True Extract.)
(Signed) C. A. GALTON,

Secretary to Government.

To the Commissioner of Revenue Settlement, Land Records and Agriculture.
Copy to the Public Works Department.

Exd. S. J. Pereira.

75 Copies.
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second-sort rice in Coimbatore and Udamalpet ; cholum. in Dh4rdpuram, Udamalpet
and Palladam ; and ragi in Cpimbatore, Polldchi, Uddamalpet and Palladam. But it

may be said, speaking generally, that this rise has been gradual, and this is, I think,

a slightly hopeful feature in the present searcity, as it seems to show that ‘sudden

* Marked as A.

rises are kept down by continuous ‘supplies
from other places. Iappend a statement *

of'average prices at the Taluk head-quarters from January—July inclusive for this

1 B.

and the previous 2 years, as also a state-
mént showing maximum and minimum
prices for July: + . .

7. Local markets.—In the distressed parts there are a few local markets, the prices
in which, I have had reason to believe, differ considerably from those ruling in the
Taluk head-quarters and other larger marKets from which the price list is compiled.

.

I have made endeavours to obtain these prices through the overseers and taluk agency,

and in my letter, Reference on No. 1004-Sub., dated 16th July last, submitted proposals

+0.

the prices as far as ascertainable in some
. market is the one whence the coolies working on the Coimbatore-Polldchi road would -

for including them in the price return to the

Board. I append a statément } showing
of these markets. The Kinathukadavua

mostly draw their supplies, the Senjerimalai and Kamanaikempalayam markets supply
those on the Palladam-Pollichi road, and the Putterachal market those on . the
Palladam-Dhérdpuram road. It will be seen from this statement that the Pollgeis
prices are mno test of the prices prevailing in the really affected wregion, and, on- the

other hand, that these prices are not, speaking generally, higher than those at

Palladam. :

8. Inspections.—Since last month’s report, I'have, as above stated, inspected part
of the Coimbatore taluk and Avangshi division. I.am mow about to make .a tour
through the affected parts generally, including Bhavéni, about a part of which taluk
a somewhat alarming report has come in just lately from®the Tahsildar. The Stb-
‘Colleetor has inspected Dhérdpuram, the Head Assistant Collector Udumalpet, and the

rest of his division pretty thoroughly, the Coimbatore Deputy Collector the Coimba- -

tore taluk. Mr. Wynch’s report on Dhérdpuram seems to show that, owing to the

absence of rainfall, a part of thaty faluk must be considered as much affected as

Polldchi and Palladam., The Commissioner has also ingpected a large part of the
affected tract from Kattampatti. I forward Mr, Wyneh’s report on Dhérdpuram

" srg 4

His

for the perusal _of  the Board and

G‘rove_mment.§ i

9. Measures adopted—These have been (a) the opening of four-ne;w roads for stone-

1. Sulur-Palladam road about 5th—8th miles

from Palladam, % 1
2. Palladam-Polldchi road about 17th—28rd
miles from Poll4chi. !
- 3. Palladam-Polléchi road about 5th—8th miles
from Poll4ehi. : '
4. Coimbatore-Polléchi road about 6th—12th
miles from Coimbatore. o
5. Polléchi-Udamalpet road, 5th—10th miles
~_fom Polléchi. C R
* 6. Palladam-Dhérépuram road about 8th—15th
- miles from Palladam. :
(The miles are given roughly, as they, of
course, vary.) ¢ 5 98 21

breaking and spreading, and additional
work on another part of the road first
opened, the Polldchi-Palladam road. We
have consequently work now going on
along the roads marginally-noted, which,
as the map will show, cut through or are
adjacent to a large part of the affected
area, and the task work son each has been
carefully allotted decording to thé nature
of the metal and the distance it has to be

carried-to the road. I am ‘having printed

"a circular - issued by the Loeal  Fund

Engineer on this subject and shall forward
2 copy for the information of the
Commissioner.

affected and non-affected areas, the latter

tgvbe diminished or added to under the orders of the Divisional officer.

~ (¢) The calling for estimates within this area of local works'(such as clearing

~«+  prickly-pear or deepening and impréving

village ponds) in villages badly affected

. * : ” : oo
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: ..which. are situated more than 5 miles Jrom a relief road (some of these will be started

very shortly). . . ) ]

(d) The guspension of collections throughout the villages-in the affected area,
except in the case of pattadars paying more than Rs, 20, and in the case of garden
lands. : * :
ta (¢) The establishment of relief kitchens in eight places (now being taken in

" hand), i.e., six in the Head Assistant’s division, one in Dhérdpuram tafuk and one in

Coimbatore taluk. _ _

. (f) The calling for estimates for certain through roads begun in the last
famine, but discontinued. These I should not propose -to take in hand unless the
north-east monsoon fails. The Local Fund Engineer, Mr. Stephens, who has given
me valuable assistance, has already taken in hand the estimate for one of these, viz.,
for a through road from Kinathukadavu, 18 miles soufh of Coimbatore, to Kattampatti,
Periyapatti and the Palladam-Dhéripuram road near Kandadam. . The next useful
road to this will be the repair of the road from Palladam to Settipalayam, and its
continuance to the Madukarai Railway station, and the next the _continuance and
repairing df the famine road from Udamalpet to Settipalayam (8 miles south-east of
Coimbatore, and connected with it already by road). I have asked Mr. Stephens to

" take in hand these estimates also.

10. Establishment.—1 have already sanctioned 2 additional overseers from Tocal
Funds. The next meeting of the District Board will ‘be asked to allot funds for -
them, and the sanction of Government be also asked to these temporary additions to
the staff. I shall probably want more before the scarcity is over.

I propose to place the relief kitchens at first under Revenue Inspectors. But if
the people come to -them, as I anticipate they will, in anything like large numbers,

I shall have to ask sanction for the kitchen gumastahs mentioned in the Famine Code.

An additional Revenue Inspector has been employed in each of the Palladam,
Poll4chi and Dhdrdpuram taluks to expedite work under the Land Improvement and
Agricultural Loans Acts, and the Board’s sanction requested for the same. I hope
that the end of this month (August) will show good figures under this head. The
work, properly so-called, is only just beginning, and fifteen days have to be allowed
for notices.

11. Punds.—The District Board have sanctioned the estimates for stone-breaking on
' three roads—Sulur-Palladam,* Poll4chi-

*Rs. 500, Palladam,t and Coimbatore-Polldchi +—
t 5 2,000. and allotted for these and other such
. ¥ » 1,000. roads Rs. 5,000 out of their reserve. This

will last for some time longer. But the estimates and allotments for the other roads
now commenced will soon have to be sanctioned, and money placed at the disposal
of the Pollschi and Erode Taluk Boards (also perhaps the Uoimbatorg Taluk Board)
for local works. - o ) -
Beyond this, the District Board cannot go, and Provincial Funds will be required.

T shall also be obliged to ask for a grant from Provincial Funds for the relief

kitchens, and the sheds and gumastahs necessary thereto.
12. Condition of the people.—The coolies working on the Sulur-Palladam road and

Coimbatore-Polldchi road were inspected by the District Medical and Sanitary officer
on the 8th and 15th July, respectively, and reported to be in fair condition, and

healthy. * A large number of families must have received assistance by the opening of

~ the stone-breaking works, which have been especially resorted to by women whose

brothers, husbands and fathers were (almost certainly) obtaining petty employment
elsewhere. That there must be still, however, a large n}l_mber of t_he qulhvatmg class
who are without their usual employment, the decrease in the cultivation would seem
. to show. The figures are given in a state-

§ E. ment appended § for a comparative period

of four months (April—July inclusive) during the past five years. Compared with last
year there has-been a great falling off in the four taluks entered, as also compared
with the average. In Pollichi the figures are much better than in 1886, which must
have been a curiously backward year, but in Dhérdpuram they are terribly low.
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The statement has been prepared for the

villages classed- ag “affocted” only, : The

figures for the Annvr firka in (‘oimbatctéléf:iufe under Preparatiod, and wil] b o

warded when ready, if in any way striking, T

a comparative statement (F) of births a “deaths ; ; ¥ -
January to June inel_ugive (the July returns cannof m.fh‘."ﬁ-‘ e ‘worst taluksfrom

1890 and 1891 showing in a separate column. (he. X in_time) for 1889,
included in thé totalsn:lgso. It wli?lm be set t}t:ei-?tmme m from cho era,” which- are

.considerably less than 'in the two Drovious. ' Qe ‘proportionatels
flfg}ff, ;}: at the same is, in a legs d’eg A0D ot v s 0 oatt, 0 g
e births in Palladam are, however more numerous than in the
of the previous two years, and the. deaths slightl i Thi it ik “while i
i)ghgé;épuaalfn t-lhe bil;tli-rat’e has greatly ﬁ!b%ﬁ,zﬁle%;gﬁmlt: oA 5 in

: » 8nd 1ar less than in 1890, ‘and in Coimbatore the births '

deaths are almost the same. Statistics are, perhaps, n::ia;lleadinha~‘z'a§1tlil!’1 2:18::?}11' :';1 ;lhthe

taluks there is a prosperous area, but the figures in Poll4chi still :ieéerve conisideration,

tallying, as they do, with the known fact of scarcity., With the e g
L people, and of the lower castes, who suffer from want of drinkin oWl

to caste exclusiveness, as well as from want of food, it would, I ‘think, be ho g

safe to say that the people generally do not show signs of emﬁéiatibn. , e

are measures, in my opiniop, required to prevent the present statc of things from
5 g : b i : R 88503
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Sub-Collegtor of Coi RPN
© » toro, dated Dhrépirum, 21at July 591, N, ", Oolector of Coimba-

In reply fo your letter, No. 887-Sub. ated : el o . ;
that I have just ‘made a rapid tour through ‘:g% ;K',llith July ﬂgffl;p]{i ol;laye tIhe honour to state
tract most affected by scarcity in the Dhérépuram taluk. ; 218, Lam informed, the

.. 2. I camped- at Kundadam (Melumgam) on - A s :
villages of Jot ampatti, Sembutholuyu (bthir%:,k;n:?v: ;ftfioﬁgx;nmd :d t_h’; evening the
lets, making a circuit of about 12 miles to the north of Kundadal:n- %:ln)sﬂun two or three

-

. I inspected Ammapalaiyam (a hamlet of Vadamugam), Thenmugam (otherwise %gﬁ{& the -l!gttl::

Sada

_ palaiyam), Erukampatti, a hamlet of Sadayali}ﬁyam’ Bellampaft, Muthiampatti and 5 .
ilyam, B t, ‘& hamlet,-

making a circuit of abont 25 miles to the w On the 20 :
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5 the south and south-east. T St e b creuit
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4 sa:mﬁ ::f od of:i:er for éattle is most folt, ~ Application has been ma 35 t5 the Tolur b ity.
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water in the wells is mnning xﬁmgm 7, Aoy Souno Ga?den cultivation is
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which compare with the pri ! : s B 1 s ’
e u‘fgﬁ;’:u % pqwt.Dhﬁti.ppraWr the weeks ending 4th and 18th J uly, respec-
i T i i 3 FERye : f
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ily within the Jast fortnight, ;
12 to 14 per bardy, «Th%y hadTI,)Jg:

Tt will thus be observed that prices have fallen al'ﬁh

 true as regards births in Udamalpet, that -

»‘l?eing much as in

None the less
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4. There was very little water in the wells at J othampatti and Kokkampalaiyam. Many
complaints were made to me by Pariahs on this account, as they have in_some places to depend
for their water-supply on the good will of owners of garden wells. I ordered the Revenue
Inspector to prepare at once estimates for deepening wells. These villages have several scattered
hamlets and I ordered the Revenue Inspector to make a detailed inspection of each the next day
and submit his report on the state of water-supply through the Tahsildar without delay. At
Kokkampalsiyam I inspected the karnam’s accounts. 'l here is no punja cultivation and there
was none last year up to the corresponding period. But whereas last year 1,100 acres of
garden were under cultivation, this year there are only 267 acres. Labourers get only a small
amount of work cutting prickly-pear for the ryots, deepening wells, picking prickly-pear fruits
and cutting firewood.

9. Some Vellalars had left the village to seek work on the Nilgiris, which is unusual. The
poorer ryots are selling their sheep and cattle to buy grain and fodder.

6. The cattle I saw looked somewhat out of condition, but I did not see any persons, adults
or children, showing any signs of emaciation. (The Apothecary, Dhérapuram, tells me that so
far persons attending the hospital have not shown an y appearance of famine).

7. The condition of things in the villages inspected on Sunday morning was better, I
noticed more garden lands under cultivation, and with the exception of Yerragampalli, the supply
of drinking water was reported to be sufficient.

8. I was told, however, that cattle were being sold to buy grain, and at Bellampatti there
was not much work. In the hamlet of Muthi yampatti (mostly inhabited by Vellalars) the people
told me that there was no work in the fields and their children were cutting firewood and taking
it to the Pulavadi market for sale. There are not many coolies in these two villages and no
complaints of inability to get work were made to me : the chief sufferers appear to be the poorer

ryots.

9. At Muthiyampatti I found a big ryot who had received an instalment of Rs. 600 out of
a loan of Rs. 1,000 for sinking a well ; he had stopped work about two months ago and was too
lazy to go to the taluk to get the balance of the loan. I left the Tahsildar to measure up the
woirk done and ordered him to issue the balance of the loan at once; this work will afford relief
at once to some laborers.

10. Bellampatti and Muthiyampatti are more than 5 miles from the Kundadam-Palladam
road. The Local Fund Overseer has been ordered to prepare an estimate for improving the
track from Kundadam to the Pulavadi market. This work would furnish relief to these villages
and the estimate should, I think, be prepared as soon as possible.

11. The garden crops will be harvested in about another fortnight. Meanwhile I shall
send the Revenue Inspector, as soon as he has made out his estimate for wells in the villages
above referred to, to prepare an estimate for removing prickly-pear at Muthiyampatti and along
the Itteri to Bellampatti. The Tahsildar will also be sent to these villages again to see if more
loans for sinking or deepening wells cannot be given.

12. At Sinnaripalaiyam the Pariahs’ well requires deepening, as also does the castoe well at
Nanjayampalaiyam. Relief will be afforded to all the villages seen on the 20th by the opening
of work on the Dhérdpuram-Palladam road. Cattle are very badly off for fodder.” T saw many
being fed on neem leaves cut from trees by the road-side. Sheep and goats were nibbling at
anything green they could get and some 1 saw trying to eat prickly-pear.

13. T have ordered the Tahsildar to get information from the village heads at markot centres
as to the numbers of cattle and sheep being sold. Work on the Dhérédpuram-Palladam road
was commenced yesterday, and I hear 150 people applied for work.

14. From the appearance of the children and the fact that men and women were to be seen
wearing jewels as usual, I do not think relief kitchens need be started yet. If found necessary
later on, Kundadam would do for one centre. But several others would be necessary owing to
the distance between villages and their hamlets.

15. Owing to the necessarily hasty nature of my inspection, I regret that I cannot give you
more detailed information as to the probable extent of distress now prevailing.  The road work
and the number of coolies employed will afford a better criterion.

16. There are freshes in the Amardvati to-day. Slight showers fell on the 19th during my
inspection of Muthiyampatti and Bellampatti., But not enough to do any good. Rain appeared,
however, to be falling heavily on the eastern slopes of the Anaimalais.

The price list of food-grains in Dharépuram market to-day is appended. It was received
since writing the above report.
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Resolution—dated Tth August 1891, No. 8§01.

Submitted for the information of Government.

2. During the month under report there was no rain in Dhdrdpuram, while it was
slight in Palladam and Udamalpet, the amounts registered being ‘11 and -27 inches,

respectively, against a ten-year average for the month of ‘89 and ‘35 inches. In
Pol[iéchi, there was a fall of 3-21 inches ggainst an average of 5°12 inches. Most of this

rain (2:09) fell during the latter half of the month. At Kattampatti in the north-east

portion of the Polldchi taluk and on the Pollichi-Palladam road, 2 inches of rain are
reported to have fallen which has enabled ploughing to be commeneced over a certain
area, with the result that the number of coolies on the Palladam-Polldchi road- work
went down from 463 on the 18th July to 174 on the 27th idem. In the Coimbatore
taluk, there has been ample rain on the hills which feed the Néyil, and a fair amount in
and around Coimbatore town. This rain has filled the tanks in the Ndyil valley, but
has not extended to the tract north-east of Coimbatore (the Annur firka), which, with
the north-west portion of the Avandshi division of the Palladam taluk, is in a

' very parched condi-
Ehe tion. The Collector

L Aprilte | In July. Total. proposes to start the
repair of the Annur
 Average of ten years ending INS. INB. tank Wthhz 1t ; 18
Palladam .. 188990 .. .. .. 719 89 808  expected, will give
(89189, o sieiie 366 11 377 :
s , Average 613 1-28 741  employment to the
olmbtore .- | 1891-92 e 1. 884 poorer classes in that
Dhiré Average 55 7 € 3 Th =e
répuram ., { {08 374 % 374 tract. e rainfall
7 9-70 512 14-82 508
Polléchi .. { fyrorage 8 4% 3-91 1163 UPp to date in each of
B himatiit Average 587 35 622 these taluks is shown
a . < " . . . &
P 1891-92 1-64 27 1-91 in the margin as

PP compared with the
ten years’ average,

3. In the Kandadam firka of the Dhirdpuram taluk which has been inspected
by the Sub-Collector, it is reported that there is some cause for anxiety owing to the
absence of rainfall in the month. In this tract scarcity of water and of fodder for
cattle is most felt and it is said that some of the poorer ryots are selling their cattle
and sheep to buy grain and fodder. The Sub-Collector saw no signs of emaciation
amongst the people, but considers that the starting of work on the Dhérdpurams<
Palladam road and on the track from Kandadam to the Pulavadi market is desirable
and will afford all the relief that is needed in this tract. Work on the former road
was commenced on the 20th July and 150 people are stated to have resorted to it.
The Local Fund overseer has been ordered to prepare an estimate for the latter track,
and it is hoped that this will be ready soon and work will be putin hand without
delay. The Commissioner considers, however, that road work should be restricted to
breaking and stacking metal on the sides of existing road. This work is generally
easily visited and inspected and easily tasked, while it is very difficult to task the
labour of numerous gangs on a new road. - ; :

4. Prices of food-grains have on the whole risen in the affected taluks, but the
rise has been gradual, and there is no
apprehension of any serious and sudden
rise in view of the continuous importation

e -
Five years’ Current
1o T iy of stocks from other places,

8h5,5£lumm 55 g?,ggé 23,252 5. The total area of scwings from
Udamalpet ... .. 518 ) April to July in the Dhdrdpuram, Uda.
f'aﬂzdlt:lm e em g_‘}’tl’% ;g’gg?  malpet and- Palladam taluks have been
Pollich: ya EER ey ! considerably below the average, espe-
cially in the first two as shown in the
margin. :

April to July.
A
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6. During the month under report the work of stone-breaking and spreading was
in progress on the roads noted in the

(1) Sulur-Palladam road. margin which gave employment to 1,840
(2) Palladam-Pollachi road, 17th to 23rd miles coolies on the 23th July. On the 1st
from Poll4chi. N

3 d TOQ D 965 Tha
(3) Palladam-Polléchi road, 5th to Sth miles AUSUSt the numbers rose to 2,265. The
Bbes Polidehi: Collector has called for estimates for

(4) Coimbatore-Pollachi road. certain through roads begun in the last
(5) Pollachi-Udamalpet road. famine, but discontinued, and these he
(6) Palladam-Dhérspuram road. proposes to take in hand in the event of
the north-east monsoon also proving a
failure. The estimates which have been entrusted to the Local Fund Engineer,
Mr. Stephens, will, it is hoped, be completed soon. In addition to these remedial
measures, the Collector proposes—
(1) The suspension of collections in the affected tracts except in the case of
pattadars paying more than Rs. 20 and in the case of garden lands.

2) The establishment of relief kitchens in eight places—two in each of the
taluks of Palladam, Udamalpet and Polldchi, one in the Dhédrdpuram taluk, and one in
the Coimbatore taluk.

The Commissioner has satisfied himself by personal inspection of the necessity
of providing a few kitchens, and the proposals of the Collector on this matter are
approved.

(True C'opies and Extract.)

(Signed) R. V. SRINIVASIAR,
Acting Secretary.
To the Secretary to Government, Revenue Department.
»  Collector of Uoimbatore.

Copy to the Secretary to the Government of India,
Revenue and Agricultural Departnent,

OrpEr—dated 17th August 1891, No. 763, Revenue.

Miscellaneous. Recorded,

(True Extruct.)
(Signed) C. A. GALTON,

Secretury to Government,

To the Commissioner of Revenue Settlement, Land Records and Agriculture,
Copy to the Public Works Department.

Exd. S. J. Pererra.

75 Copies,
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sosond-sort rice in Coimbatore and Udamalpet ; Sholum: in Dhérépuram, Udamalpet .
and Palladam ; and ragi in' Coimbatore, Polldchi, Udamalpet and Palladam.  But it

- may be said, speaking generally, that this rise has been gradual, and this is, I think,

a slightly hopeful feature in the present scarcity, as it seems t0 showythat sudden .

z v rises are’kept down by eontinuous supplies
- Marked as A; «4rom other places, . Iappend a statement *

of average prices at the Taluk head-quarters from January—dJuly inclusive for this.
: 1 B. - ment showing maximum and minimu

prices for July. t Tt

*7.. Local-markeis,—In the distressed parts there are a few local marke;tg, the prices .
in which, I have had reason to believe, differ considerably from those ruling in the

‘Taluk head-quarters and other larger markets from which the price list is eompiled. .

I have made endeavours to obtain these prices through the overseers and taluk agency,

and in my letter, Reference on.No, 1004-Sub., dated 16th July last, submitted proposals

508 & __ for including them in the price return to the
; B ' Board. I.append a statement } showing
- the prices as far as ascertainable in some of these markets. The Kinathukadava_
~ market is the one whence the coolies working on the Coimbatore-Pollichi road would
mostly draw their supplies, the Senjerimalai and Kamanaikempalayam markets suppfy
those on the Palladam-Pollichi road, and the Putterachal market those on the
Palladam-Dhérdpuram road. It will be seen from this statement that the Poligehs
prices are no test of the prices prevailing in the really affected region, and, on the”

other hand, that these prices are not, speaking generally, higher than those at «

Padliadam.

8. Inspections.—8Bince last month’s report, 1. have, ag above stated, inspected part
of the Coimbatore taluk and Avandshi division. I am now abeut to make a tour
through the affected parts generally, including Bhavéni, about a part of which taluk
- a somewhat alarming report has come in just lately from the Tahsildar. The Sub-

Collector has inspected Dhérdpuram, the Head Assistant Collector Udamalpet, and the -

rest of his division pretty thoroughly, the Coimbatore Deputy Collector the Coimba-
tore taluk. Mr. Wynch’s report on Dhdrdpuram seems to show that, owing to the
absence of rainfall, a part of that taluk must be considered as much affected as
Polldchi and Palladam. The Commissioner has also inspected a large part of the
affected tract from Kattampatti. I forward Mr. Wynch’s report on Dhdripuram

o . _ for the perusal of the Board and
§D. _JGovernment.§

9. .Igleasuf'es adopted—These have been (a) the opening of four new roads for stone-

B g ; . breaking and spreading, and additional
L M&?;Pm&mﬂd abou_t‘5th—8th miles  work on anothgr partg(,)f ‘the road first
9. Palladar-Polléchi ‘road about 17th—25rd opened, the Polldchi-Palladam read. We

~ miles from Polléchi. have consequently work now going on
3. Palladam-Poll4chi road about 5th—=8th miles  2long the roads marginally-noted, whieh,

and the previous 2 years, as also a state- *.

_ take in hand these estimates also.

. _from Polléchi. . "
4. Coimbatore-Pellachi road about 6th—12th
miles from Coimbatore.
5. Polléchi-Udamalpet road, 5th—10th miles
fom Polléchi. ' . &
6. Palladam-Dhérépuram road about 8th—15th’
miles from.Palladam. & L
(The miles are given roughly, as they, of.
_course, vary.) : '
¢ -

=18 The division of .nch-alnk. into

as the map will show, cut through or are
adjacent to a large part of the affected
area, and the task work on each has been
carefully allotted according te the nature

of the metal and the distance it has to beé .

carried to the road. I am having printed

.a circular - issued by the Local Fund
. Engineer on this subject and shall forward
..a copy for the information of the
. Commissioner. '

affected and non-affected areas, the latter

to be diminished or added to under the orders of the Divisional officer.
g (¢) The calling for estimates within this area of local works (such as clearing
prickly-pear or deepening and improving village ponds) in villages badly affected

e o e e e
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 which are situated more than 5 miles from a relief road (some of these will be started

very shortly). - _
. '(d) The suspension of collections throughout the villages in the affected area,
exeept in the case of pattadars paying more than Rs. 20, and in the case of garden
lands. (oo oo ‘

ol d (2 The establishment of relief kitchens in eight places (now being taken in
hand), i.&, six in the Head Assistant’s division, one in Dhirdpuram taluk and one in

-« Coimbatore taluk.

v (f) The caﬁing‘ for estimates for certain through roads begun in the last
famine, but discontinued. These I should not propose to take in hand unless the

~ north-east monsoon fails. The Local Fund Engineer, Mr. Stephens, who has given

me valuable assistance, has already taken in hand the estimate for one of these, viz.,
for a through road from Kinathukadavu, 13 miles south of Coimbatore, to Kattampatti,
Periyapatti and the Palladam-Dhérdpuram road near Kandadam. The next useful
road to this will be the repair of the wroad from Palladam to Settipalayam, and its
continuance” to the Madukarai Railway station, and the next the continuance and
repairing of the famine road from Udamalpet to Settipalayam (8 miles south-east of
Coimbatore, and connected with it already by road). I have asked Mr. Stephens to

10. Establishment.—I have already sanctioned 2 additional overseers from Local
Funds. The next meeting.of the District Board will be asked to allot funds for
them, and the sanction of Government be also asked to these temporary additions to
the staff. I shall probably want more before the scarcity is over.

1 propose to place the relief kitcheéns at first under Revenue Inspectors. But if
the people come to them, as I anticipate they will, in anything like large numbers,

-1 -shall have to ask sanction for the kitchen gumastahs mentioned in the Famine Code.

« An additional Revenue Inspector has been employed in each of the Palladam,
Poll4chi and Dhérdpuram taluks to expedité work under the Land Improvement and
"Agricultural Loans Acts, and the Board’s sanction requested for the same. I hope
that the end of this month (August) will show good figures under this head. The
work, properly so-called, is only just beginning, and fifteen days have to be allowed
for notices. ; - '

11. Funds.—The District Board have sanctioned the estimates for stone-breaking on

4 B three roads—Sulur-Palladam,* Polldchi-

*Rs. = 500. © Palladam,+ and Coimbatore-Pollachi ;—

T 2,000. and allotted for these and other such

3 » 1,000. roads Rs. 5,000 out of their reserve. This

will Jast for some time longer. But ‘the estimates and allotments for the other roads

now commenoced will soon have to be sanctioned, and money placed at the disposal

of the Polldchi and Erode Taluk Boards (also perhaps the Coimbatore Taluk Board)
for loeal works. _

Beyond this, the District Board cannot go, and Provincial Funds will be required.
T shall “also-be obliged to ask for a grant from Provincial Funds for the relief
kitchens, and the sheds and gumastahs necessary thereto.

12. Condition of the people.—The coolies working on the Sulur-Palladam road and
Coimbatore-Polkichi road were inspected by the District Medical and Sanitary officer
on the Sth and 15th July, respectively, and reported to be in fair condition, and
healthy. A large number of families must have received assistance by the opening of
the stone-breaking works, which have beén especially resorted to by women whose
brothersy husbands and fathers were (almost certainly) obtaining petty employment
elsewhere® That there must be still, however, a large number of the cultivating class
who are “without their usual employment, the decrease in the cultivation would seem

g to show. The figures are given in a state-

e ment appended § for a comparative period

of four months (April—July inclusive) during the past five years. Compared with last
year there has been a great falling off in the four taluks entered, as also compared
with the average. In Polldchi the figures are much better than in 1886, which must
have been a curiously backward year, but in Dhérdpuram they are terribly low.
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The statement has been prepared for the villages classed as ‘ affected ? o |
figures. for' the Annvr firka Pin Coimbatore hregunder' preparati?)gecﬁ%l w‘;ﬁlyt.)e %3:'?
warded when ready, if in any way striking. T have also had’ reI;ared and subjoin
a comparative statement (F) of births and deaths in the five worst taluks from
- January to June inclusive (the July returns cannot be tabulated in time) for 1889
1890 and 1891 showing in a separate column the deaths from cholera which art’a
included in the totals also. It will be seen therefrom that in Polldchi t};e births are
considerably less than in the two previous years and the deaths’ propﬁrtionatel
hlghqr, tha.t the same 1is, in a less degree, true as regards births' in Udamalpet tha%
the births in Palladam are, however, more numerous than in the correspondinp eriod
of the previous two years, and the deaths slightly less than in last year %vlll)ile in
Dhérdpuram the birth-rate has greatly fallen off, the death-fate being much as in
1889, and far less than in 1890, and in Coimbatore the births have increased, and the

deaths are almost the same. Statistics :are, perhaps, misleading, and in each of these

taluks there is a prosperous area, but the figurgs in Polldchi still deserve consideration,

tallying, as they do, with the known faet of scarcity. With the exception of old ‘and

infirm peopls, and of the lower castes, whe suffer from want of drinking water owing
to caste exclusiveness, as well as from want of food, it would, 1 think, be however
safe to say that the people generally do not show signs of emaciation. -None the less

are measures, in my opinion, required to prevent the present state of things from

‘coming to this. ° &
: . ENCL;.GUBB No. 1. e
+ From L. M. WYNCH, Esq., Acting Sub-Collector of Coimbatore, to th £ Coi
tore, dated Dhérépiram, 21st July 1891, 1{1%, ]0) . e Collector of “Coimba-

In reply to your letter, No. 887-Sub., dated 18th July 1891. I h e
that I have just made a rapid tour througli the Kundada.myﬁrka ;vhicha;’: tIhg.mhoi[xxl?(:rrntgdst:ﬁe
tract most affected by scarcity in the Dhérépuram taluk. A y AT

2. T camped at Kundadam (Melumgam) on the 18th and inspected that evening the .

villages of Jothampatti, Sembutholuvu (otherwise known as i

hamlets, making a circuit of about 12 ngi]es‘to the north of KKzﬁﬁg:ﬁ}!ﬁ.lal}g;n )s?;x]fi:mﬂ?: ?Sl);%e
I 1n§pected Ammapalalyam (a hamlet of Vadamugam), Theumugam (otherwise éall):aa Sada a-’
palaiyam), Erukampatti, a hamlet of Sadayapalaiyam, Bellampatti, Muthiampatti-and a ham{et
makmg a circuit qf abc_mt 2'5 miles to the west. On,the 20th I rode into Dhérdpuram and’
passed through Chinnaripalaiyam, Gethalrave, Thoppampatti, N: anjiampalaiyam, making a circuit
of about 15 miles to the south a.m% south-east. T had camped at Tizupir on the 17th aid on the
morning of the 18th, before starting for Kundadam, I saw the Deputy Tahsildar of Kéngyam
He informed me that he has inspected about 20 ont of the 30 villages in his division Sciz ity
. of water and of fodder for cattle is most felt. Application has been made to the Taluk B:l g
to sanction funds for deepening wells, and fodder is being brought jn from Tirupfir and Kog’fl-

mudi. Supplies of grain are available at prices prevailing in the taluk. Garden cultivation i

in progress, but water in the wells is running short. = * AT

3. The 18th was ‘ dam. - n i i
% followiz e O;za.:tnarket day at Kundadam. I found ample supplies of glia.ln for sale at
Second-sort rice ... i, 10507 '

Do.  paddy S0 W20 d0f : :
White cholum ...« ... 18 .| Madras measures | The local measure is

%grln " do 123 per rupee. one of 160 tolgs.

Raph' o700 WHON bl o,

whish compare with the prices at Dhérépuram s ; iy i '
Sy o Rollovs s P répuram for the weeks ending 4th and 18th July, respec-

-
Week ending Week ending

? 3 4 4th July.
Second-sort rice ... SER rA Y 10‘u " 18;1(1):]50),.
GERolum, . ove el e B 16: 18
(]%sg:bu oG SR ireetn s 1 B s el g 100" 2210
ten ” e .," e T 4 20.50 v 20'50

Tt will thus be observed that prices ha;ge' fallen 'al;%sht]y within the last fortnight, There

were also some bandy-loads of chol : ;
Seoughetis Froh Palog) of ¢ (?um'stalkaiff:or sale at Rs. 1? to 14 per bandy. They had been

A I A A AR A A A A A I I A I I I I I ISP N
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4. There was very little water in the wells at Jothampatti and Kokkampalaiyam. Many
oomplaints were made to me by Pariahs cn this account, as they have in_some places to depend
for their water-supply on the good will of owners of garden wells. I ordered the Revenue
Inspector to prepare at once estimates for deepening wells. These villages have several scattered
hamlets and I ordered the Revenue Inspector to make a detailed inspection of each the next day
and submit his report on the state of water-supply through the Tahsildar without delay. At
Kokkampalaiyam I inspected the karnam’s accounts. 'Lhere is no punja cultivation and there
was none last year up to the corresponding period. But whereas last year 1,100 acres of
garden were under cultivation, tkis year there are only 267 acres. Labourers get only a small
amount of work cutting prickly-pear for the ryots, deepening wells, picking prickly-pear fruits
and cutting firewood.

5. Some Vellalars had left the village to seek work on the Nilgiris, which is unusual. The
poorer ryots are selling their sheep and cattle to buy grain and fodder.

6. The cattle I saw looked somewhat out of condition, but I did not see any persons, adults
or cb’ldren, showing any signs of emaciation. (The Apothecary, Dhéripuram, tells me that so
far pe.sons attending the hospital have not shown any appearance of faming).

7. The condition of things in the villages inspected on Sunday motoing was better, I
noticed more garden lands under cultivation, and with the exception of Yerrggampalli, the supply
of drinking water was reported to be sufficient.

8. I was told, however, that cattle were being sold to buy ‘@ain, #nd at Bellampatti there
was not much work. In the hamlet of Muthiyampatti (mostly inha¥ited by Vellalars) the people
told me that there was no work in the fields and their children were cutting firewood and taking
it to the Pulavadi market for sale. There are not many coolies in these two villages and no
complaints of inability to get work were made to me : the chief sufferers apffar to be the poorer

ryots.

9. At Muthiyampatti I found a big ryot who had received an instalment of Rs. 600 out of
a loan of Rs. 1,000 for sinking a well ; he had stopped work about two moaths ago and was too -
lazy to go to the taluk to get the balance of the loan. I left the Tahsildar to measure up the
woik done and ordered him to issue the balance of the loan at once ; this work will afford relief
at once to some laborers.

10. Bellampatti and Muthiyampatti are more than 5 miles from the Kundadam-Palladam
road. The liocal Fund Overseer has been ordered to prepare an estimate for improving the
track from Kundadam to the Pulavadi market. This work would furnish relief to these villages
and the estimate should, I think, be prepared as soon as possible.

11. The garden crops will be harvested in about another fortnight. Meanwhile T shall
send the Revenue Inspector, as soon as he has made out his estimate for wells in the villages
above referred to, to prepare an estimate for removing prickly-pear at Muthiyampatti and along
the Itteri to Bellampatti. The Tahsildar will also be sent to these villages again to see if more
loans for sinking or deepening wells cannot be given.

12. At Sinnaripalaiyam the Pariahs’ well requires deepening, as also does the caste well at
Nanjayampalaiyam. Relief will be afforded to all the villages seen on the 20th by the opening
of work on the Dhérdpuram-Palladam road. Cattle are very badly off for fodder. I saw many
being fed on neem leaves cut from trees by the road-side. Sheep and goats were nibbling at
anything green they could get and some 1 saw trying to eat prickly-pear.

13. I have ordered the Tahsildar to get information from the village heads at market centres
as to the numbers of cattle and sheep being sold. Work on the Dhardpuram-Palladam road
was commenced yesterday, and I hear 150 people applied for work.

14. From the appearance of the children and the fact that men and women were to he seen
wearing jewels as usual, I do not think relief kitchens need be started yet. If found necessary
later on, Kundadam would do for one centre. But several others would be necessary owing to
the distance between villages and their hamlets. ’

15. Owing to the necessarily hasty nature of my inspection, I regret that I cannot give you
more detailed information as to the probable extent of distress now prevailing. The road work
and the number of coolies employed will afford a better criterion.

16. There are freshes in the Amardvati to-day. Slight showers fell on the 19th during my
inspection of Muthiyampatti and Bellampatti. But not enough to do any good. Rain appeared,
however, to be falling heavily on the eastern slopes of the Anaimalais.

The price list of food-grains in Dliarépuram market to-day is appended. It was 1eceived
since writing the abeve report.
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Resolution—dated Tth August 1891, No, §01.

Submitted for the information of Government.

2. During the month under report there wa~ no rain in Dhérdpuram, while it was
slight in Palladam and Udamalpet, the amounts registered being ‘11 and ‘27 inches,
respectively, against a ten-year average for the month of -89 and '35 inches. In
Poll4chi, there was a fall of 3-21 inches against an average of 5:12 inches. Most of this
rain (2+09) fell during the Jatter half of the month. At Kattampatti in the north-east
portion of the Polldchi taluk and on the Polldchi-Palladam road, 2 inches of rain are
reported to have fallen which has enabled ploughing to be commenced over a certain

area, with the result that the number of coolies on the Palladam-Polldchi road-work:

went down from 463 on the 18th July to 174 on the 27th idem. In the Coimbatore
taluk, there has been ample rain on the hills which feed the N éyil, and a fair amount in
and around Coimbatore town. This rain has filled the tanks in the Néyil valley, but
has not extended to the tract north-east of Coimbatore (the Annur firka), which, with
the. north-west portion of the Avandshi division of the Palladam taluk, is in a

‘ very parched condi-
tion. The Collector

i Aﬂj}f In July. Total, proposes to start the

: repair of the Annur

Average of ten years ending INS, INS, tank Which, it is

Palladam ST Rl el g B 595 expected, will give
e stilr;:i R 013 128 7:41 employment to the
| 1891-92 & = o84 poorer classes in that

Dhérépuram . { for8e 374 & 374 tract. The rainfall
Polléchi .. | {ooi"S 42 4 1gs  up to date in each of
Udamalpet .. { frorage o i iy these taluks is shown
~ in the margin as

- : : compared with the
ten years’ average.

3. In the Kandadam firka of the Dhérdpuram taluk which has been inspected
by the Sub-Collector, it is reported that there is some cause for anxiety oying to the
absence of rainfall in the month. In this tract scarcity of water and of fodder for
cattle is most felt and it is said that some of the poorer ryots are selling their cattle
and sheep to buy grain and fodder. The Sub-Collector saw no signs of emaciation
amongst the people, but considers that the starting of work on the Dhérdpuram-
Palladam road and on the track from Kandadam to the Pulavadi market is desirable
and will afford all the relief that is needed in this tract. Work on the former road
was commenced on the 20th July and 150 people are stated to have resorted to it,
The Local Fund overseer has been ordered to prepare an estimate for the latter track,
and it is hoped that this will be ready soon and work will be put in hand without
delay. The Commissioner considers, however, that road work should be restricted to
breaking and stacking metal on the sides of existing road. This work is generally
easily visited and inspected and easily tasked, while it is very difficult to task the
labour of numerous gangs on a new road. .

4. Prices of food-grains have on the whole risen in the affected taluks, but the
rise has been gradual, and there is no
e ey apprehension of any serious and sudden

rise in view of the continuous importation

Fi:g:a' 0;::“ of stocks from other places.

- 22961 6,918 5. The total area of scwings from
51.82g f?’ggg April to July in the Dhérdpuram, Uda.
3_«'73,(1526 86397  mMalpet and Palladam taluks have been
¥ ’ : _ considerably below the average, espe-
cially in the first two as shown in the

margin,

e
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6. During the month under report the work of stone-breaking and spreading was
in progress on the roads noted in the

(1) Sulur-Palladam road. : margin which gave employment to 1,840
2) ow:oda?ﬁﬁnﬁm road, 17th to 23rd miles ooolies on the 25th J uly. On the Ist
m Pollachi.

(8) Palladam-Polléchi rosd, 5th to Sth miles August the numbers rose to 2,265. The
from Polléchi. : Collector has called for estimates for

(4) Coimbatore-Pollachi road. certain through roads begun in the last
(5) Polléchi-Udamalpet road. famine, but discontinued, and these he
(6) Palladam-Dh&rspuram road. proposes to take in hand in the event of

: oA the north-east monsoon also proving a
failure. The estimates which have been entrusted to the Local Fund Engineer,
Mr. Stephens, will, it is hoped, be completed soon. In addition to these remedial
measures, the Collector proposes—

(1) The suspension of collections in the affected tracts, except in the case of
pattadars paying more than Rs. 20 and in the case of garden lands.

(2) The establishment of relief kitchens in eight places—two in each of the
taluks of Palladam, Udamalpet and Polldchi, one in the Dhérdpuram taluk, and one in
the Coimbatore taluk.

The Commissioner has satisfied himself by personal inspection of the necessity
of providing a few kitchens, and the proposals of the Collector on this matter are
approved.

(True Copies and Extract.)
(Signed) R. V. SRINIVASIAR,

Acting Secretary.
To the Secretary to Government, Revenue Department.
»  Collector of Coimbatore.

Copy to the Secretary to the Government of India,
Revenue and Agricaltural Department.

. OrpbEr—dated 17th August 1891, No, 763, Revenue.

Miscellaneous. ‘ Recorded.

(True Extract.)
(Signed) C. A. GALTON,

Secretary to Government.

To the Commissioner of Revenue Settlement, Land Records and Agriculture.
Copy to the Public Works Department.

Exd. S. J. Pereira.

75 Copies.
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GOVERNMENT OF MADRAS.

REVENUE DEPARTMENT.

Reap—the following Proceedings of the Board of Revenue (Revenue qvttloment, Land
Records and Agriculture), dated 7th August 1891, No. 501 :

1\11{. (,‘1,(,)(;,\"1‘”['1\:,

Read—the following letter from W.J. TATE, Esq.; Acting Collector of Coimbatore.
to the \e(utdn to the Commissioner of Revenue Settlement and Direcfor of
the Department of Land Rewlda and Agriculture, dated Coimbatere, 4th
August 1891, No. 2266-Genl. :

I have the honour to report on the season for the month of July in this district.

2. Rainfall —The chief feature during the period under report has been a fair

.unfall which' lasted from the 1Yth to the 2hth July (1]1(‘1!1\1\9) over a portion of the

aﬂechd drea, and I have delayed this report as luuw as possible in order to ascertain
what has been the effect of this rain. -

3. For the week ending 25th July, the rain registered at Pollichi was as much

as 180, ut Palladam -22, at U (Lunulpot 18, and at Kattampatti, as I learn from the

overseer’s report (necess (ml\' in the absence of a rain- -gauge, which has been applied

for, somewhat mu“h), as much as 1-75 inches, to which must be a(lde(l 25 on the 26th,

The total rain for the month under report  at these places was Polldchi 3-21,
Palladam and Udamalpet (‘22 and 27, 1v~1u<tm ly) and Imttmnp 1tt1'2 inches.  There
was good rain on the 23rd, 24th and 25th July in and around Coimbatore town, but
none, unfortunately, has fallen during the month at Dhdrdpuram.

The reports for last week and the present week seem to show that the rain
round Kattampatti, which may be taken as a centre, has not been without its “effect.
Ploughing has commenced over a certain area, and the number of coolies on the Palla-
dam-Polldchi road (17th—23rd miles) went down from 463 (18th July) to 174 (only
29 of these being men) on the 27th.

In the Coimbatore taluk, there has been ample rain in the hills which feed
the Ndyil, and a fair amount in Coimbatore itself. This rain has filled the tanks in
the Ndyil valley, but has not extended to the tract north-east of ( mmlnmu» (the
Annur firka) which, with the north-west portion of the Avandshi division of Palla-
dam, is in a very parched condition. I have lately inspected this part of the country,
and am about to ask the Board to grant me out of its minor irrigation reserve
meney to ~lwud on clearing and deepening the Annur tank, under which considera-
- ble remissions were "mntud last jamabandi. This work will give employment to
the poorer classes in that and the neighbouring villages.

6. Prices.—Second-sort rice is at present highest in Palladam (minimum 9-05
cholum highest in [)lmmpuﬂm (minimum 15°44) and Udam: 1I;n (the same); cumbu
in Erode, and ragi in Coimbatore, Erode and Bhavéni. The price nt ragl in Polldchi,
Palladam and Udamalpet is, I \11\1)4«1 largely affected by continuous Importations
from Bangalore, and on going through the prices from .I.mun} to date, I find that
there have been no violent fluctuations. The price of second-sort rice at Polldchi in
January was 10-86, it lowered a little in February, March and April, and it stands
at the same figure (taking the miaximum) now. At the same station cholum and
ragi have gone.up, hut not very rapidly, and the same may be said of other stations.
There has, no doubt,” been a rise, generally speaking, since June, especially in
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3. The above sum, at an average v&age of As. 2%er diem, will afford employ.-
- ment for four months to 58,427 persons, or 4-6 per cent. of the population of the
district, which amounted to 1,268,887 souls in the census taken in 1891, '

" 4. A complete revised programme of works for 1891-92 called for in Board’s
Proceedings, dated 9th June 1891, Mis. No. 2898, shguld be expedited.

(A true Copy and Extract.)

(Signed) ~ P. RAJARATNA MUDALIAR,
‘ Secretary.

To the Secretary to Government, Revenue Department,
. with list, in original.
s Collector of Clgldapah.

Orper—dated 12th August 1891, No. 741, Revenue.

Misoell The programme of works for the

SRR sub-division taluks in which relief
measures are likely to be required first,
appears to be altogether inadequate to meet an emergency and the list should be
sapplemented without delay. - ; ‘ :

(True Extract.) T
(Signed) C. A. GALTON,
Secretary to Government.

’

.

To the.Commissioner of Revenue Settlement, Land Records and Agriculture.
,» the Public Works Department. ‘
»» the Local and Municipal Department.

Copy to the Commissioners of Land Revtjime.

Exd.. S. J. Pereira.

80 Copies.’
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" Omomn—dated 17th August 1891, No, 762, Revenue.

is urgent call for a(iditional funds for improving. drinking water for men and cattle, =

and, 1f this grant of District Board money for the Ko u-Ragigunta road is set free, : — ; _ , .
it might be transferred—or so much of/ it as is left—in fofo to the " Ranipet Taluk «  NGsoehnacus, .. Recorded pending further report.
Board, which is in urgent need of funds. : . = . - g ' : . 3
3. My proposals therefore are (1) ﬁat the Kopedu-Ragigunta road be given up as  BP RN N (True Extract.)
S a District Board relief work, and that the funds allotted by the District Board for it * o o : .

be transferred for improvement of water-supply ; (2) that you should either sanction
the making of this road from Provincial funds o allow Mr. Watsou to employ all
labour in the valley on earth-work to the irrigation works. I request the favour of
an early reply, copy being also sent direct to Mr. Watson:

Secretary to Government:

Read—also the following letter from W..J. H. LE FANT, Esq., Collector of North
Arcot, to the Secretary to Commissioner of Revenue Settlement and
Director of Land Records and griculture, dated Kuppam, 7th August 1891,
Ref. on Bd. No. 1903 :— : y .

With reference to paragraph 5 of Board’s Proceedings, No. 457, dated 27th

July 1891, T have the honour to refer the Commissioner to paragraph 2 of my letter

* No. 72-Camp, dated 20th July, &nd te my - endorsement on Mr. Buckley’s fort-
- nightly narrative printed in the Proce dings under reference; and to state that I did
not propose to abandon the Kopedu-Rjg.ig.unta road, but to abandon it as a District
Board work. If the Commissioner sanctions the ‘construction of the work _ from

Provincial funds, there is no objection.E
: : o .
Resolution—dated 10th August 1891, No. 509. . ~ "

The Board regrets to find that the! road from Kopedu to Katar, the estimate for
which, amounting to Rs. 11,740 or about Rs. 500 a mile, was stated by the Collector -
in his letter of the 16th June to be ““ ready ' (vide Government Urder, dated 16th June
1891, No. 542, Revenue), cannot, according to the Engineer, be carried out for less than
Rs. 10,000 a mile, a charge -which; moreover; does not include compensation for land.
This enormous charge clearly makes the construetion of this partieular road an impos-
sibility. It is necessary, ‘however, that work should be found in this tract for the
distressed, and it is particularly desirable also, in the interests of administration in
the zemindari, that a road should, if possible, be made through it. In the list of
relief works for the current year finally submitted by thée Collector on the 2nd
mstant, there is anotheér road through the tract, that, namely, from Nagalapuram to
Kdlahasti, 30 miles, the estimated cost of which, at Rs. 400-a mile,” amounts to
Rs. 12,000. If the estimate for this-road is at all reliable, and the Board considers
that the Local Fund Engineer who is’ presumably " responsible for it should be
required to visit the spot and report on the point if he has not done so already, work -
should be at once commenced on it, and the road from Kopedu should be abandoned.

2. If the Collector, who has been encamped in the valley for weeks and who
knows the country, is of opinion that the- estimate submitted for the Nagalapuram-
* Kilahasti road is worthless and that the road cannot be constructed save at an

absolutely prohibitive cost, the Commissioner has 1o option but to request the
Collector to commence in anticipation of safiction repairs to the irrigation works of
the zemindari to such extent as he may consider absolutely necessary for the relief
of distress. : . " :
" 8. The Board is quite prepared to recommend a grant from Provincial funds to
cover expenditure incurred by Local Boards in the relief of distress in excess of the
fs " .

funds at their disposal. £,
: (True Copies and Extract.)

(Signed)  R. V. SRINIVASA AYYAR,
& - A Acting Secretary,

To the Commissioner of Revenue Settlement, Land Records and Agriculture.

Copy to the Public Works Department. .
. Local and Municipal Department,.

2 »

-

Exd. S. J. Pereira.

To the Collector of North Arcot.
b o -+ g Secretary to Government, Revenue Department.
; . _ . -

I
75 Copies.
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AN

GOVERNMENT OF MADRAS.

REVENUE DEPARTMENT.

Reap—the following Proceedings of the Board of Revenue (Revenue Scttlement, Land
Records and Agriculture), dated 10th August 1891, No. 509 :—

Mr. CLOGSTOUN.

Read—the following letter from W. J. H. LE FANU, Esq., Collector of North Arcot,
to the Secretary to the Commissioner of Revenue Settlement and Director
of the Department of Land Records and Agriculture, dated Middakandigai,
19th July 1891, No.72-Camp :—

1 have the honour to ask a reconsideration of the road from Kopedu to Ragigunta.
In one communication Mr. Watson states, which I think is no exaggeration, that a
proper road would cost Rs. 10,000 per mile. The sum already sanctioned by the
District Board is some Rs. 7,000 nearly. It is quite impossible to do any good with
such a sum, and the District Board cannot afford more. Further, I find that the Local
Fund Engineer estimated on the supposition that there was no compensation to be paid
for land. As to the portion between Kopedu and Middakandigai, Mr. Watson now
tells me that if it goes through the Kdrvetnagar zemindari there will be heavy compen-
sation for valuable land, and it is not possible for us to make the alternative route
through Chingleput. Further, I find that the route here, on the same misapprehension,
takes us through shrotriem lands when compensation is again claimed. In your
demi-official of the 10th you suggested that the said road should be taken over the
tank bund. No doubt the shrotriemdars would like this, but it is not the way to spend
District Board money. The Aré villagers too claim compensation. Now the Dewan
can give us waste land free, but for patta land we should have to try. This too the
District Board would never think of doing, and it would be the merest waste of its
funds to appropriate money intended for relief to purchasing land. T do not thiuk
that we should spend a farthing more on this road and on this estimate. As
Mr. Watson says, the road would cost per mile more than the sum allowed for the
whole length if done properly. The jungle parts between this and Ragigunta—some
11 miles—are zery heavy country, and it would be ruinous to make a road through it,
nor could we ever maintain such a road if made.

2. What I would propose is that Mr. Watson be permitted to employ labour
between Middakandigai and Anjur on tank works, and that the proposed road be
stopped so far as the District Board allotment is concerned. If you will sanction its
construction from Provincial funds, there is no objection. I make this proposal for
another reason. The Taluk Board, Ranipet, has spent its whole balance and reserve,
and in addition to that the Rs. 3,000 which the District Board granted in aid.  There
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is urgent call for additional funds for improving drinking water for men and cattle,
and, if this grant of District Board money for the Kopedu-Ragigunta road is set free,
it might be transferred—or so much of it as is left—in fofo to the Ranipet Taluk
Board, which is in urgent need of funds. :

3. My proposals therefore are (1) that the Kepedu-Ragigunta road be given up as
a District Board relief work, and that the funds allotted by the District Board for it *
be transferred for improvement of water-supply ; (2) that you should either sanction
the making of this road from Provineial funds or allow Mr. Watsou to employ all
labour in the valley on earth-work to the irrigation works. I request the favour of
an early reply, copy being also sent direct to Mr. Watson.

Read—also the following letter from W. J. H. LE FANU, Esq., Collector of North
Areot, to the Secretary to the Commissioner of Revenue Settlement and
Director of Land Records and Agriculture, dated Kuppam, 7th August 1891,
Ref. on Bd. No. 1903 :— :

With reference to paragraph 5 of Board’s Proceedings, No. 457, dated 27th
July 1891, I have the honour to refer the Commissioner to paragraph 2 of my letter
No. 72-Camp, dated 20th July, and to my endorsement on Mr. Buckley’s fort-
nightly narrative printed in the Proceedings under reference, and to state that I did
not propose to abandon the Kopedu-Ragigunta road, but te abandon it as a District
Board work. 1f the Commissioner sanctions the construction of the work from
Provincial funds, there is no objection.

Resolution—dated 10th August 1891, Ne. 509.

The Board regrets to find that the road from Kopedu to Katur, the estimate for
‘which, amounting to Rs. 11,740 or about Rs. 500 a mile, was stated by the Colleetor
in his letter of the 16th June to be ¢ ready ” (vide Government Urder, dated 16th June
1891, No. 542, Revenue), cannot, according to the Engineer, be carried out for less than
Rs. 10,000 a mile, a charge which, moreover, does net include compensation for land.
This enormous charge clearly makes the construction of this particular road an impos-
sibility. It is necessary, however, that work should be found in this tract for the
distressed, and it is particularly desirable also, in the interests of administration in
the zemindari, that a road should, if possible, be made through it. In the list of
relief works for the current year finally submitted by the Collector on the 2und

instant, there is another road through fhe tract, that, namely, from Nagalapuram to : }
Kélahasti, 30 miles, the estimated cost of which, at Rs. 400 a mile, amounts to ol
Rs. 12,000. If the estimate for this road is at all reliable, and the Board considers Tl A

that the Local Fund Engineer who is presumably responsible for it should be iy
required to visit the spot and report on the point if he has not done so already, work e
should be at once commenced on it, and the road from Kopedu should be abandoned.

2. If the Collector, who has been encamped in the valley for weeks and who
knows the country, is of opinion that the estimate submitted for the Nagalapuram-
Kilahasti road is worthless and that the road cannot be constructed save at an
absolutely prohibitive cost, the Commissioner has no option but to request the
Collector to commence in anticipation of sanction repairs to the irrigation works of
ttfxed.z:mindan’ to such extent as he may consider absolutely necessary for the relief
of distress.

3. The Board is quite prepared to recommend a grant from Provineial funds to
cover expenditure incurred by Local Boards in the relief of distress in excess of the
funds at their disposal.

(True Copies and Extract.)

(Signed) R. V. SRINIVASA AYYAR,
Acting Secretary.
To the Collector of North Areot. - 8
» Secretary to Government, Revenue Department.
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Orper—dated 17th August 1891, No. 762, Revenue.

Miscellaneous. Recorded pending further report.

(True Extract.)

(Signed) C. A. GALTON,
Secretary to Government.

To the Commissioner of Revenue Settlement, Land Records and Agriculture.

Copy to the Public Works Department.
» 3 Local and Municipal Department.

Exd. S. J. Pereirs.

75 Copies.
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GOVERNMENT OF MADRAS.

REVENUE DEPARTMENT.

Reap—the following Proceedings of the Board of Revénue (Revenue Settlement, Land
' Records and Agriculture), dated 10th August 1891, No. 509 :—

. Mgr. CroesroUN.

Read—the following letter from W. J. H. LE FANU, Esq., Colléctor of North A reot,
. to the Secretary to the Commissioner of Revenue Settlement and Director
of the-Department of Land Récords and Agriculture, dated Middakandigai,

19th July 1891, No. 72-Camp :— .

T have the honour to ask a reconsideration of the road from Kopedu to Ragigunta.
In one communicition Mr. Watson states, which I think is no exaggeration, that a

“proper road would cost Rs. 10,000 per mile. , The sum already sanctioned by the

District Board is some Rs. 7,000 mearly. It is quite impossible to do any good with
such a sum, and the District Board cannot afford more. Further, I find that the Loeal
Fund Engineer estimated on the supposition that there was no compensation to be paid
for land. As to the portion between Kopedu and Middakandigai, Mr. Watson now

_ tells me that if it goes through the Kérvetnagar zemindari there will be heavy compen-

sation for valuable land, and it is not possible for us to make the alternative route
through Chingleput. Further, I find that the route here, on the same misapprehension,
takes us through shrotriem lands when compensation is again claimed. In your
demi-official of the 10th you suggested that the said road should be taken over the
tank bund. No doubt the shrotriemdars would like this, but it is not the wavy to spend
District Board money. The Aré villagers too claim compensation. Now the Dewan
can give us waste land free, but for patta land we should have to try. This too the
Distriet Board would never think of doing, and it would be the merest waste of its -
funds to appropriate money intended for relief to purchasing land. I do not think
that we should spend a farthing more on this road and on this estimate. As
Mr. Watson says, the road would cost per mile more than the sum allowed for the
whole length if done properly. The jungle parts between this and Ragigunta—some
11 miles—are very heavy country, and it would be ruinous to make a road through it,
nor could we ever maintain such a road if made. ' .

" '2. What I would propose is that Mr. Watson be permitted to employ labour
between Middakandigai and Anjur on tank works, and that the proposed road be
stopped so far as the District Board allotment is concerned. If you will sanction its
construction from Provincial funds, there is no objection. I make this proposal for
another reason. The Taluk Board, Ranipet, has spent its whole balance and reserve,
and in addition to that the Rs. 3,000 which the District Board granted irf aid. There
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is urgent call for additional funds for improving drinking water for men and cattle,
and, if this grant of Distriet Board money for the Kopedu-Ragigunta road is set free,
it might be transferred—or so much of it as is left—in Zofo to the Ranipet Taluk
Board, whieh is in urgent need of funds. - .

. 3. My proposals therefore are (1) that the Kopedu-Ragigunta road be given up as
a District Board relief work, and that the funds allotted by the District Board for it
be transferred for improvement of water-supply ; (2) that you should either sanétion
the making of this road from Provineial funds or. allow Mr. Watson to employ all
labour®in the valley - on earth-work to the irrigation works. I request the fayour of
an early reply, cgpy being also sent direet to Mr. Watson. : ,

. Miscellaneous. .. Recorded pending further report.

.A(Tr\}e Extract.)

et | e (Signed) €. A. GALTON,
Secretary to Government,

Read—also the following lgtter from W. J. H- LE FANU, Esq., Collector of North
Arcot, to the Secretary to the- (fommissione_r of Revenue Settlement and
Director of Land Records and Agriculture, dated Kuppam, 7th August 1891,
Ref. on Bd. No. 1903 :— * g ¢

With reference to paragraph 5 of Board’s Proceedings, No. 457, dated 27th
July 1891, I have the honour to refer the Commissioner te paragraph 2 of my letter
No. 72-Camp, dated 20th July, and to my endorsement om Mr. Buckley’s fort-
nightly narrative printed in the Proceedings under reference, and to state that I did
not prepose to abandon the Kopedu-Ragigunta road, but to abandon it as a District
Board work. 1f the Commissioner sanctions the construction of the work frem
“Provincial funds, there is no objection. .

‘To the Commissioner of Revenue Settlement, Land Records and Agriculture.

Cop¥ to the Public Works Department.

,» 3 Local and Municipal Department.

-

' Resolution—dated 10th August 1891, No. 509;

The Board regrets to find that the road from Kopedu to Katur, the estimate for
which, amounting to Rs. 11,740 or about Rs.,500 a mile, was stated by the €ollector
in his letter of the 16th June to be ¢ ready ’ (vide Government Urder, dated 16th June
1891, No. 542, Revenue), cannot, according to the Engineer, be carried out for less than
Rs. 10,000 a mile, a charge which, moreover, does not include compensation for land.
This enormous charge clearly makes the construction of this particulr road an impos-
sibility. It is necessary, howevefr, that work should be found in this tract for the -
distressed, and it is particularly desirable also, in the interests of administration in
the zemindari, that a road should, if possible, be made through it. In the list of
relief works for the current year finally submitted by the Collector on the 2und
instant, there is another road through the tract, that, namely, from Nagalapuram to
Kélahasti, 30 miles, the estimated cost of which, at Rs. 400 a mile, amounts to
Rs. 12,000. If the estimate for this road is.at all reliable, and the Board considers
that the Local Fund Engineer who is presumably responsible for it should be
required to visit the spot and report on the point if he has not done so already, work
should be at once commenced on it, and the road from Kopedu should be abandoned.

* 2. If the Collector, who has been encamped in the valley for weeks and who
. knows the country; is of opinion that the estimate submitted for the Nagalapuram-
K4dlahasti road is worthless and that the road cannot bg constructed save at an
-absolutely prohibitive cost, the Commissioner has no option but to request the
Collector to commence in anticipation of sanction repairs te the irrigation works of
the zemindari to such extent ashe may consider absolutely necessary for the.relief

of distress. o .
8. The Board is quite prepared to recommend a grant from Provincial funds to .
cover expenditure incurred by Local Boards in the relief of distress in excess of the
" funds at their disposal. : .
(True Copies and Extract.) . o ; ~~  Exd. S. J. Pereira.’

-

(Signed) ~R. V. SRINIVASA AYYAR,
"3 Acting Secretary.

To the Ooﬂec.tor_ of North Arcot.

" Secretasy to Government, Revenue Department. 75 Copies.
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