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( Reap—the foﬂom P!wmgs of the Board of Revenue (Revenue Settlemeént, Land
: Beenfd‘snd A-gl'wulturé), dated 7th Aj't?lgust 1891, No. 501 :—

3 i (o 5 ———

' . ¢ - Mgz. Croesroun.
S ST » L
Reod— the follmrizg letter from W. J. TATE, Esq., Acting Collector of Coimbatore, _
- to the Becrefary to the Commissioner of Revenue Settlement and Director of
# the Department of Land Records and Agriculture, dated Coimbatore, 4th

; _ August 1891, No. 2266-Genl. :—

I bav&fh&;m'tb report on the season for the month of July in this district.

.. 2. Rainfall—The chief feature during the period under report has been a fair
rainfall, which lasted from the 19th.to the 26th J uly (inclusive) over a portion of the
affected area, and I have delayed this report as long as possible in order to ascertain
what has been the effect of this rain. ‘

3. For the week endmg 25th July, the rain registered at Pollichi was as much

Y
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as 120, at Palladam -22, at Udamalpet ‘18, and at Kattampatti, as I learn from the
overseer’s report (necessarily, in the absence of a rain-gauge, which has been applied
for, somewhat rough), as much as 175 inches, to which mast be added ‘25 on the 26th.

.The total rain for the month under report at these places was Poll4chi 3-21,

. Palladam and Udamalpet (*22 and -27, respectively) and Kattampatti 2 inches. Thero

was good rain on the 23rd, 24th and 25th July in' and around Coimbatore town, but
none, unfortunately, has fallen during the month at Dhérdpuram.

« . 4. The reports for last week and the present week seem to show that the rain
round Kattampatti, which may be taken as a centre, has not been without its effect.
Ploughing has commenced over a certain area, and the number of coolies on the Palla-
dam-Polléchi road (17th—23rd miles) went down from 463 (18th July) to 174 (only”
25 of thgse being men) on the 27th. -
5. In the Coimbatore taluk, there has been-ample rain in the hills which feed
. the Néyil; and a fair amount in Coimbatore itself. This rain has filled the tanks in
. the Ndyil valley, but- has notyextended to the tract north-east of Coimbatore (the
e - Annur firka) which, with the north-west portion of the Avandshi division of Palla-
. dam, is in a very parched condition. I have lately inspected this part of the country,
and am about tg ask the Board to grant me out of its minor irsigation reserve
money to ,lpehd*dn clearing and deepening the Annur tank, under which considera-
ble remissions wem‘mnted last ‘jamabandi. This work will give employment to
- the poorer classes in that and the neighbouring villages. _

“ @ Pmﬂ—-ﬂeaond-sort rice is at present highest in Palladam (minimun 9:05);
cholum highest in Dhérdpuram (minimum 15-44) and Udama]p;:t (the same); cumbu
. in, Erode, and ragi in Coimbatore, Erode and Bhavéni. The price of ragi in Pollchi,

+ Palladam and Udamalpet is, 1 suspect, largely affected by continuous importations

3 ' from Bangalore, and on going through the prices from January to date, I find that
* there have been no violent fluctuations. The price of second-sort rice at Polldchi in

January was 10-86, it lowered a’little in February, March and April, and it stands

at the same figure (taking the maximum) now. At the same station cholum and

ragi have gone up, but not very rapidly, and the same may be said of other stations.

There has, no doubt, Jpeen a rise; generally speaking, since J une, especially in
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es from a relief road (some of ‘these will be started

ollections throughout the villages in the affocted area,
paying ‘more than Rs. 20, and in the case of garden

2 4 o A g
(¢) The ‘relief kitchens in cight places (now being taken in

h;nd), i.e., BiX in th it’s division, one in Dhirdpuram taluk and one in
Coimbatore taluk. vl ]

for certain through roads begun in the last
T should not, propose to take in hand unless the
ocal Fund Engineer, Mr. Stephens, who has given
taken in hand the estimate for one of these, v iz.,
v, 13 miles south of Coimbatore, to Kattampatti,
idrdpuram road near Kandadam. The next useful
f the road from Palladam to Settipalayam, and its
Railway station, and the next the confinuance and
| from Udamalpet'to Settipalayam (8 miles south-east of

“xt already by road). I have asked Mr. Stephens to

fémihe,(f‘)

 already sanctioned 2 additional overseers from Loeal
. The next meeting of the District Board will be asked to allot funds for
them, and the sanction of G nment be_also asked to these temporary additions to
_shall pra f. want wore before the scarcity is over.
ot kitchens at first under Revenue Inspectors. But if
anticipate they. will, in anything like large numbers,
 the kitchen gumastahs mentioned in the Famine Code,
spector has been employed in each of the Palladam,
pks to expedite work under the Land Improvement and
the Board’s sanction requested for the same. I hope
figust) will show good figires under this head. The
just beginning, and fifteen days have to be allowed

I propose

for notices. .

11, A yard have sanctidned the estimates for stone-breaking on
s L three roads—Sulur-Palladam,* Poll4dchi-
Palladam,t and Coimbatore-Pollichi +—
and allotted for these and other such
~roads Rs. 5,000 out of their reserve. *This
But the estimates and allotments for the other roads
to be sanctioned,.and money placed at the disposal

siiye

. of ohi.-an Eroc k Boards (also perhaps the Coimbatore Taluk Board)

pigt Board cannot go, and Provineial Funds will be required.
3 : blig: ) ask for a grant from Provincial Funds for the relief
kitchens, and the sheds and gumastahs necessary thereto.

Condition of th .—The coolies working on the Sulur-Pa]ladam road and
‘inspected by the District Medical and Sanitary officer
“respectively, and reported to be in fair condition, and

families must have received assistance by the.opening of

hich-have been especially resorted to by women whose

ers were (almost certainly) obtaining petty employment

‘be still, however, a large number of the culfivating class

il émployment, the decrease in the cultivation would seem
B3

e TR ment appended § for a comparative period
inclusive) during the past five years.-* Compared with last

falling off in the four taluks entered, as also compared
i,the figures are much better than in 1886, which must
id year, but in Dhérdpuram- they are terribly low.

to show. The figures are given in a state-
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= i T SR 4. There was Ater in the wells ¢ Jothampatti and Kokkampalaiyam. Manvy
Ty ; : i complaints were made to me Pariahs cn this account, s }t)hey have in Sr)mvp:»lagns to depend

320 : ! for their water-s 89%4d will of owners of garden wells. T ordered the Revenue
Inspector to p mates for deepening wells, These villages have several scattered
hamlets and L or *venue [nspeotor to make a detailed inspection of each the next day
and submitl!ll’ st of Water-supply throngh the Tahsildar without delay. At
Kokkampalai lnspe karnam’s accounts. lhere is no Punja cultivation and there
was none last y ’ Porresponding period. But whereas last year 1,100 acres of
garden were Hvatio year there are only 267 acres. T.abourers get only a small
amount of work ar for the ryots, deepening wells, picking prickly-pear fruits

e e tgtnagsn s and outting f

village to seek work on the Nilgiris, which is unusual. The
) and cattle to buy grain and fodder.

18t out of condition, but I did ,of see any persons, adults
slation. (The Apothecary, Dhérapuram, tells me that so
¥ not shown any appearance of famine).

ﬁﬁw villages inspected on Sunday morning was better,
tivation, and with the exception of Yerragampalli, the supply
clent.

ﬁﬁle were being sold to buy grain, and at Bellampatti ther
amlet of Muthiyampatti (mostly inhabited by Vellalars) the people
in fields and their children were cutting firewood aud taking
ere are not many coolies in thesc two villages and no

were made to me : the chief sufferers : ppear to be the

a big ryot who had received an instalment of Rs. 600 out of
; he had stopped work about two monuths ago and was too
ance of the loan. I left the Tahsildar to measure up the
the balance of the loan at once ; this work will afford relief

patti are more than 5 miles from the Kundadam-Paliadam

8 ordered to prepare an estimate for improving the

B market. This work would furnis), relief to these villages
Ppared as soon as possible.

vested in about another fortnight. eanwhile T shall
@8 he has made out his estimate for wells in the villages
. . ) o
8 for removing prickly-pear at Muthiyampatti and along
dar will also be sent to these villages again to see if more
ot be given.

well requires deepening, as also does the caste well at
afforded to all the villages seen on the 20t} by the opening
road. Cattle are very badly off for fodder.” T saw many
trees by the road-side. Sheep and goats were nibbling at
some 1 saw trying to eat pricklv-pear.

' to get information from the village heads at market centros
being sold. Work on the Dhérépuram-Palladam road
150 people applied for work.

children and the fact that men and women were tn be seen

zelief kitchens need be started yet. If found por ssary

centre. But several others would be necessary owing to
bhamlets,

s nature of my inspection, I regret that I cannot give you
pbable extent of distress now prevailing. The road work
d will afford a better criterion.

pati to-day. Slight showers fel! on the 19th during my
apatti. But not enough to do any good. Rain appeared,
fern slopes of the Anaimalais.

i1 puram market to-day is appended. It was eceived




Dyrdpuram, while it was
eing ‘11 and ‘27 inches,
9 and '35 inches. In
'12 inches. Most of this
tti in the north-east
, 2 inches of rain are
mmenced over a certain
am-Polldchi road-work
m. In the Coimbatore
il, and a fair amount in
the Néyil valley, but
r firka), which, with
am taluk is in a
y pnrohed condi-
— tion. = The Collector
_proposes to start the
_repair of the Annur
tank which, it is
expected, will give
employment to the
poorer classes in that
i __The rainfall

mt&luk& is shown
‘the margin as
with the

o! ainfall in th ;
cattle is most felt and it is said t’hat some of the
and sheep to bny grmn and fod The 8

~ This work is generally
very difficult to task the

affected taluks, but the
dual, and there is no
y senous and sudden
inuous importation
places.

‘area of scwings from
- Dhérépuram, Uda-
m taluks have been
the average, espe-
two as shown in the
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the work of stone-breaking and spreading was
in progress on the roads noted in the
- margin which gave employment to 1,840
¢oolies on the 25th July. On the 1st
August the numbers rose to 2,%65. The
Collector has called for estimates for
certain through roads begun in the last
famine, but discontinued, and these he
g{zposesﬂfio take in hand in the event of

north-east monsoon also proving a
e been entrusted to the Local Fund ILn«rmger
mpleted soon. In addition to these remedial

in the affected tracts except in the case of
in the case of gardeu lands.

 kitchens in eight places—two in each of the
ichi, one in the Dhardpuram taluk, and one in

imself by personal inspection of the nece ssity
mposa]s of the Collector on this matter are

and Extract.)

(Signed) R. V. SRINIVASIAR,

, Acting Secretary.
ment,

of India,
gricultural Department.

Beveuue.
Recorded.

: ct.)

£ CC
Secretary to Government,

?&cords and Agriculture.
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