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GOVERNMENT OF MADRAS.

PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT.

Buildings and Roads. £
Civil Works.

Reap—the following paper :—

w. HUGHES, Esq, Executive Engineer, Madura division, to th o
From T iing Engineer, VI Cirole, dated 19th May 1891, No. G

The rent of Goven}ment buildings gccupied as residences is ealculated by takin
a percentage of the _Ci}pltal cost a_md adding the average cost of repairs, The cupimgl;
cost includes (a) orlgma.l cost; with vah_le of ﬂubseql_le_nt improvements, () value of
site, (¢) charge for Public Works Department supervision, &e., and remains the same
from year to year no allowance being made for depreciation. In regard to (&) the
orders of Government do not state whether the value at the time a building was
erected or the present .Value.ls to be tz_tken, but' it wo_ul_d be obviously right to take the
former value. This gives rise to a difficulty in revising rents, as in the case of old
buildings the cost of the site 18 rarely known, apd, as land values have been in most
laces increasivg for a long time past, many. sites which were acquired for little or
nothing are now worth 2 goo'd deal. I, beg that instructions may be obtained as to
. cases when there 18 10 record of the cost of the sites, the probable value

whether, 11 ; i .
when they came into Gove}'nment possession or the present value is to be used for the
s es of computing capital cost.

P . : ‘
9. 1 beg to bring to notice that one effect of the present system of fixi )
will be that, since old buildings cost more to maintain than new ones, rents ;igtrggs
o although the buildings continuously deteriorate and in course of

: 01131 inecreas gl s
:,lillll: reny;:s of nearly all buildings must reach 10 per cent. of the occupier’s salaries.

—"

No. 188 M.D.

submitted, through the Kxaminer, Public Works Account :

Engifgg Public Wc’u'ks Department, for orders. 8, to the Chief
] Inr ard to the value of the site it ig thought that it is the val

9, In reg uired should be taken into account and not th: ;:eg;gl :,:181’::

b

time it was acq A
4108 sed Government does not desire to provide for making a commercial

profit in the matter. IR
3, With reference to the point referred to in para. 2 of letter from the Executi
Engineer it is difficult to suggest any procedure suitable to the case beyond th?tuit:vi:
the best way to arrange the matter 1s to fix the rent in the usual way and

ht :
thoug ds bring the question to the notice of Government in view to getting the rent
it

rwar -
:gtd: oed, in case i be established that the rent has been abnormally. increased

in :
. to the building being an old one.
(Signed)  J. W. MARTIN,

97th May 1891. Offg. Supdtg. Engr., V1 Circle.
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PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT.

Buildings and Roads.
Civil Works.

LerTER—irom
CovoNEL J. PENNYCUICK, R.E,
Secretary to the Government of Madras,

Dated July, 8th. 3
ated July Public Works Deparimen?,

Rocd. Enei, o : \ ‘
‘ Taz SECRETARY-70 THE GOVERNMENT or INDIA,

Pusric Works DEPARTMENT.

G.0., 8th July 1891, No. 1878 W. | | | e <

« octed to forward the accompanying copy of Proceedings No. 1878 W,

ted ;g: ?ﬁ; 1891, and to request the orders of the Government of India on the
S\:'oe points therein raised for decision, Viz.—

‘ ther, in estimating the value of the site of a building for purposes of

e | () w}:-:nt, the present value is to be taken, or the value at the time ofrgrecti:n

£ the building and i
? @) wgether any allowance is to be made for annual depreciation.

S : 1 to existing buildings, the rules do not say whether the cost of tl

: 35:h:§ rt is not on record, shquld be its present v_alue, or its probable value whn:
site, into Government possession. If the latter is to be adopted, there would Le
it caé"gi foulty in arriving at accurate results. It seems prefevable, therefore, when
greas ¢ . a1 value of a site is not known, that the value at the date of first application
) ttfw ﬂg:gmull:ﬂ should be ascertained and adopted.

o 3. Tn respect 1o the second point it is remarked that the rules do not provide for
reduction of the capital cost of buildings in consequence of deterioration. On
any trary the cost of all renewals, as distinguished from additions or extensions
the con the head of © Original Works,” is added to “ capital” and the book

i’:}lliggo;uf:ilidings will consequently steadily increase as they get older. Thus an

ht be required and the expenditure on this would have tc be

E oof mig ed 8
93311'31{0“:1‘; l;;apital cost of the building, and, though after the old roof had heen
adde 3. the building would be no better than when first constructed, the occupant

P ﬁfﬁﬁeh;ve to pay rent calenlated, inter alia, on the co.st of two roofs.
4. The inclusion of the actual cost of annual repairs as a factor in the assessment

must in time prove very unequal in its incidence. Thus an officer going into

Sites : 22:1‘38!1“&“3, built house _in a gooildslt)atﬁdqf prie:ervatii:ntwou}id p?y less_ rentq propor-

P Bl B k ¢ occupying an old building n constant need ol repair. “his 1
K ‘dOrdered that t}:e Gt::emrai?tlfolnn:ﬁi ZE :]1‘21::::13 %gnm(ght alsopenga.ge the consideration of the Government of India in o:nzi
, _Mf buil. dmgs{mrdmg sheld bepvalnsd. ‘ oo with the other two points mentioned above. I am to suggest that a fair plan
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