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Ogngg-dated 16th June 1891, No, 545, Revenue.

Miscellaneous. ——i P Recorded. : ke N
: : 2. With reference to paragraph 3

3

N _the former Proceedi gs, it is observed 1 : : e Y 7
; : ; °bJ°‘0tetjl to have been modified by the orders of the Ko o g ; .
§“Per'“t°°¢*n8 Engineer referred to ip paragraph 5 of the Kxecutive Engineer’s ¢ g R _ ) > )
letter, dated' Ist Juue_ 1891, No, 234-M. The Government fully concurs in the ' '
m%ﬁ the Commissioner ag Tegards the minimum wage for labourers in the

}

(True Extract.) 2 i)

(Signed)  C. A. GALTON, ~ °
Secretary to, Government,

; *
- To the Commissioner of Revenue nd ] = e ' b i
» the Commissioners of Lang Rssv:??.?mt’ Lénd Reco.rds o . ' Ll 2 in : e
» the Public Works Department. : A 2 )
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to the so-called famine rates. Im

to ask you under what authority the wages paid were reduced
o Commissioner ordered that the

Board’s Proceedings, No. 183, Press, dated lst April 1891, th :
rates for women should be raised to 1} annas, which implies also that the rates for men should not
be less than two apnas ; while so, it is not clear how your subordinates felt themselves empoxyered
to reduce the rates to annas 1-7 for men and annas 1-3 for women. 1 enclose -for_ your inform-
ation a copy of the G.0., No. 265, dated tith Avril 1%91, regarding rates to be paid in Ul_uugleput,
and I do not see why our coolies should get less. 1f. however, you are referring to section 185 of
the Famine Code, the wages for first-class coolies should at present prices of grain be annas
2.2, annas 1-6 and annas 1-1, respectively ; second-class coolies should get annas 1-8, annas 1-3
and pies 10, respectively. I do not, however, think that it is desirable to tie the coolies down to
these rates 1 would rather see them allowed, when willing, to work on piece-work where they
could earn consiierably more, if industrious. Anyhow our coolies should not get less than
those in Chingleput, and I shall ask the Commissioner to allow the rates contained in the above-
quoted Proceedings to be introduced here.

2. In dealing with these coolies, who are very susp’cious and timid, T would_ deprecate any
sudden severity, as appears to have been exercised. Fair warning should be given them and
they should be encouraged in every way to abide by the works. If you want bazaars on your
works please address the General Daty Deputy Collector, Allow me to draw your.atteutlon to Fhe
siote about kitchens attached to section 1%5. If Yyou introduce any of the rigour of famine
administration. you should give the people the benefit of its alleviations also, and no <‘10ubt. most
of the coolies would be more contented with the lower rates if the feeding of their children
were taken off their hands. 'I'he management of relief works demands much tact and sympathy,

and I trust that you will instruct your subordinates on the spot accordingly.

——

C.

Excrosure No. 8.

From Major C. C. RAWSON, R.E,, Exeecutive Engineer, North Arcot Division, to the Collector
of North Arcot, dated th May 1891, No. 140-M.

I have the hononr to bring to your notice that the enolies working at Valkadai on the Cheyar
channel are again giving trouble and doing little or no work. The b‘ub:I)wunonal officer
reports that at the last payment the value of work done was Rs. 31-12-9, while the payment at
first-class famine rate was Rs. 104-7-8. I propose with your approval to order the Sub-Divisional

officer to pay the men of gangs only second-class rates whenever the work turned out is not above
1 would continue to pay

75 per cent. of the wages earned by the gang at first-class famine rates. )
the women and children at the rates of 14 annas and 14 annas, respectively, as before, as I believe
that the men are those that give trouble.
An answer is requested by telegraph.
D.
Enxcrosure No, 4,
Telegram from the Collector of North Arcot District, dated 15th May 1891.
Quite approve your proposal in your letter, dated 9th, No. 140.

Resolution—dated 3rd June 1891, No. 318.

The letter of the Executive Engineer, Nprth Arcot Distriet, .and its enclpsures
read above, will be forwarded for the information of Government, in continuation of

Board’s Proceedings, dated 2nd June 1891, No. 317.
(True Copies and Extract.)

(Signed) P. RATARATNA MUDALIAR,
~ Secretary.

To the Secretary to Government, Revenue Department,
,, Collector of North Arcot.
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A.
Enxcrosure No. 1.

From Sub-Conductor R. W. WARD, Sub-Divisional Officer, Arni Sub-Divisi s
tive Engineer, North Arcot, dated Ranipet, 294 A 1118911),“&33(_)111’1 §0 the Execu-

In reply to your No. 114, of 18th instant, and its enclosures, I ha
i ha_.ve sent the necessary orders to the Overse;;rs immediately 3:1’ rec:i‘;)?c u;ic;.l ?;ﬁour to state that
rectified on the next payment being made. 5 P It e

2. I have arranged for payment twice weekly, vi

: y, viz., on Wednesdays and 8

instructed the Overseers to form any very weak coolies into a gang byyth’:mselavteusrdaﬁ, s tlllnave
daily, if they desire it, giving the first-class wage now ordered. g0 Ao

3. I have not made, nor shall I make, any unauthorized reduction in the rate of famine

wage. The reduction I did make was in accordance with the (Jode Rules, paragraph 131. The

coolies, though all able-bodied and well able to perform an ordinary cooly’s task, persistently

refused to earn more than second-class wage and were daily doi ;
s ; y doing less-and less.
whole 13 gangs, comprising about 320 coolies, earned only Rs. 2g-l 1-8 amoenegst tc})fé,,tlhe ’; t}:]l;ifllllie
o ’

therefore, that, in refusing to pay them more than second-class wage which aggregated about:

Rs. 21 for the 13 gangs, I was acting up to Code Rules, as well as bringing i
proposals contained in my letter of the 30th March 1891, No. 1739, whicﬁ’;g(::gn alélt;p ;::xdthe

4, The result of my refusal was a temporary stoppage of 1 :
returned to .WOI‘k and have since shown b§ ear{l ingpnr;oige tha:otlg{e’ }i)xl'lstt-(:;xllag(;v L?teh,t;clhi ioohes
right in setting down their failure to do so before to vbstinacy and not to inabilit g 1 ;ll was
received a report from the Overseer, Mr. Tims, which shows that the average rateye.!am da;e Just
the last three days ha:s Igeen annas 3-13 per man cooly, annas 2-4 per woma;n 09001 unng
annas 1-7 per chllé which is more than the value of the full task. During the precedin yt 1;lrn
days, it was annas 2-6 per man, annas 1-101 per woman, and annas 1-3 per child, which g three
less than the above, is more than the first-clags famine wage. P , which, though

5. I fear that now they are to get first-class wa h

; : - ges whether they work , :
%refer to idle °Ir work perfunctorily and iet this minimum wage, th}:m c;usi(:]rg n;:;ﬁl e]ir)sgltu
(fovernment, TIf they do not choose to work it is impossible to make them do so in the ab :
of power to infliet any punishment. e absence

6. In addition to the above (contra.otors) i k 1 i

: : ors) piece-workers all complain that th

:!oohes for their work even now, and the difficulty will be much incrga sed by the ‘Kt‘éz:“;gs ngt

I‘hey have given advances to a number of men working in the famine angs it €ers.

finding themselves better paid in the famine work, refused to work for them = Of course I:’t;e.n

txhn_ptc\’ssflgll‘ehior ﬂllfe cof ?;Mt?}"lg ngr them as good terms as we are doing, as he must have so:n(:&
n mself, -1 fear W : o

sh;rgly. LLT . cause complete stoppage of the channel improvements very

7. I may mention that Board’s Proceedings, No. 183, Press, h T
to me this day, so it was impossible for 2% to have ,bee!x‘lszgggivzzs: lZfbfﬁgs com:ln st
Myr. LeFanu wrote his letter of the 17th ingtant. : e orders when

8. I shall also like to point out that I haye never tied the cooli ;
oolies d
always strenuously urged them to earn ag much as they could pxl‘gini g:n :(3 any ral,ltes. I have
and have done so when they responded. : g to pay them liberally
9. I trust you will see that no sudden geverity whatev %
: er
obstinate refusal to work, the Code authorize the er ST x;miiiro(lliﬁl.l d gx; atlgg oc?se olf
t(,ll?: :gg::te::;’glelgl mi;‘::;ef;.sbilll:tv:he [}um I paid for the work done on the 7th was about 10 t?n.;s
! as : .
payment. was apprehensive that you would object to the excessive

10. As to children’s kitchens, I consulted the De 3 :
Sy ot puty Collector about th t 2
but he said k11t wmll]l.t}dnot be worthwhile starting a kitchen on the works unle:s C:I}I]erlzewﬁeii 1;5?;1%
igeg":f'zz: n%' ﬁa.lve 1:;_: :;ia: hs?x?ald started a kitchen in a neighbouring village there was xfo
& ol . - :
left at home. gle non-working child on the work yet. I suppose they are
I am fully aware of the need of tact ang s . -

o ; 3 ympathy and have been endeav :
botb to the best of my ab111ty' 2 Whﬂf’ keerg in view the interest of Governmen(;ui:llsr:)g' tl())uixi:?}fe
absence of orders, to pay more than the amount I tendered the coolies would have been. I thi e
an unwarrantable waste of money and an encouragement to idleness. n, I think,

—

B.
Excrosvre No. 2.

From W. J. H. LE FANT, Esq., Collector of North Arcot, 3 .
dated 17th"April 1891, Ref. on Gﬁ:h?. '}33.%‘5‘3"5.“‘"’ R, S

T have the honour to enclose a copy of letter, No. A, dated 12th April 1
Duty Deputy Collector, and No. B, dated 12th April 1891, from the Tfl?sildgf 1’{%33?;3(21‘:113:;
: ]
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4. This reduction in the rates was made entirely without d
1. y without my orders or knowledge ; the Sub-
21)119"1:;3{}&1 ?1%031‘ reduced the rate, to wh?.t he believed to be second-class famine Wagge’s, because
: jes did mot work. I have sent him your letter, in original, and have ordered him not to
Xz ulcelratz?,[s below.ﬁrst-elass .cooh.es on famine work, viz.. men As. 2-2, women As. 1-6, children
insf'o n;1 m ftthe price gf gl}'la,m rises in the district and the above rates become too low, please
v thz.tahon?e in order that they may be raised. 1 have further d.1rected the Sub-Divisional
o et e is on no account whatever to reduce wages below this, without consulting the
puty Collector and getting direct orders from me t0 make the reduction.

———a

‘ Excrosyre No. 2.
From Major C. C. RAWSON, R.E., Executive Engineer, North Axcot Division, to the Collector
f North Aroot, dated 22nd May 1891, No. 201-M.

L glfith reference to your letter No. 963, dated 15th instant, I have the honour to inform you
at the usual rate in the department for 1 cubic yard of excavating silt and depositing the

same with 1 yard lift and 10 yards lead is 6 pies. 1f the lead and lift be exceeded, 1 pie for

every yard in lift and 1 pie for every 10 yards in lead, is to be added.

Thus suppose the gilt has to be d i : ; i
1 cubic yard of excavation will be calslﬁ(;ig;dthzgﬁ ey g R s

: RS. A. P.
(1) Excavating silt (sand) s
oo g TR (P Sy 0 0 4

(3 Lift 3yards .. .o R O 0 2
Total 019

—

No allowanfze is to be made for the first 10 yar(is in lead and 1 yard lift.
The lead will be calenlated from the centre of pit to the centre of bank.

Resolution—dated 2nd June 1891, No. 317.

Torwarded to Government i - - ? i
May 1891, No. 308, ynment in continnation of Board’s Proceedings, dated 28th

9. The effect of the Collector’s order to which the (Commissioner took exception

Bd’s P ; in the Proceedings noted in the margin
s Procs., dated %Z:g April 1891, No. 224, - was to fix the maximum wage admissible

gt 2 SR A 937, to first-class labourers as the minimum

t . wage for all classes of labourers, suhject
o reduction by the overseer only after consulting the Deputy Collector in charge of

the taluk i : i 40
hi;szl?. and after getting direct ordeys for reduction from the Executive Engineer

overs?;'e rTll;eoc(lji(f)ilégctgxfdngl be requested at once to have the instructions issued to the
e Wk b e provisions of section 181 of the Code duly introduced.
o ep{n"tment might advantageously be .consulted as to whether
el e p'eophe rlesortmg to the works in Wandiwash is such as to render
B g'v_ . tel((; should bg a minjmum wage. The Collector of Chingleput has

isable to do away with the minimum wage in his district and if necessary

e i Sl ByRaC
8 ::klgrslglgzlgi.be retained in North Areot it would be well to limit it to a few of the

[(True Copies and Extract.)

(Signed)  P. RAJARATNA MUDALIAR,
Secretary,

To the Secretary to Government, Reve
,,  Collector of North Arcot. R o nth

. April matters became so DA

R e O e e
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Board of Revenue (Revenue Settlement,

Ruap—the following Proceedings of the
No. 318 :—

Land Records and Agriculture), dated 3rd June 1891,

e S el
e

Mg, CLOGSTOUN.

G el

—

Raadthe fellowing letter from Majo® 0. C. RAWSON, R.E., Executive Engineer,
North Arcot Division, to the Secretary to the Commissioner of Revenue
Settlement, Land Records and Agriculture, dated 1st June 1891,

No. 234-M. :— :
With reference to Board’s Proceed-

1 Copy of letter from the Arni Sub-Divisional 1ngs, dated 20th May 1891, Mis. No.
officer, dated 22nd April 1891, No. 118 1 2491, T have the honour to report for the

1 Copy of letter from the Collectgl‘, 'Ilzelfégrll . information of the Board—
Eng. No. 2512, dated 17t 2P : 1. When relief work was commenced

A t En ineer, 2 ¢
1 Copy of letter from the Eseoutive 576 at the Cheyér anicut 1o March, coolies
were paid—

dated 9th May 1891, No. 140-M. -

1 Copy of telegram.
AS. P.

M 9 1 per diem.
S 85505
« Women } 0 3
Children R s . = :
which were what I believed to be first-class famine rates according to the then price
of grai : :

s ced the coolies began to be idle, and on the Tth

. %k commen
9. Shortly after Woﬂ; fiothat 590 €00

jon T

lies did work to the value of Rs. 2-14-8.
Thy Sab.Divisional officer on that 00cas educed the wages t0 second-class rates (as

he calculated them), iz = AS. P.
1 7 per diem.

Men T 2
‘Women 0:9 ”
Child i : A y
e s 3 9-11-8 paid about Rs. 21 or about 10 times 1ts

igiiuioévt;nlf ::Ogle(cggg?cl::s}ufsie; RMr. Ward’s report on the matter, No. 118, dated
ed A.

: : d, mark :
2211(13AI:;‘1 ig?}:’fpiffailéef)l’ I received Collector’s letter, Reference on Gl. Eng.
. On )

No. 2512 of 1891 dated 17th April 91, marked B, and attached, and in conse-
: s :

quence ordered all coolies to be paE— AS. P
. 9 ‘2 per diem.
en = Aoy ser (g : 1 6 1]
‘Women oee e " 11 ”
Children

S ratesé epeated reports from the Overseer and Sub-Divisional officer
diste c?nsequenciot lt'hg coolies had done little or no work since the rates had
at the Cheyar anicut ¢ ih : {or and proposed that men who did not do T7H per
been raised, 1 Wmtg t(i il .1 gecond-class rates, and this was approved of by
‘gg{' ‘{f f‘ﬂll ﬁ?sﬁeslega P 5t Copies of my letter and of telegram, marked
ector S U
C aud D, are at‘tatc hede.d {hat this order chould have been carried out from the 27th
M g It'wazm e;ntime 1 received orders from the Superintending Engineer that
May, but in t e.an 1 at Rénigunta OO he 7th that only coolies who did full tasks
it had been. do mﬁe? t alass famine rates, if they did 75 per cent. of full tasks at second-
g:zs ;gt}e): 1:;1&1 1e;sS t.}fan 75 per .at third-class rates ; these rates will be paid from
b)

the 29th.

e
Poowties
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GOVERNMENT OF MADRAS,

REVENUE DEPARTMENT.

READ—-thIeiaf?in%ng Proceedings of the Board of Revenue (Revenue Settlement,
nd Records and Agriculture), dated 2ud June 1891, No. 817 :—

Mg. CroGsToun,

Rmd_thiof(;},lowsing letter from W. J. H. LE FANT, Esq., Collector of North Arcot,
2 e Secretary to tfxe. Commissioner of Revenue Settlement and Director of
nd Records and Agriculture, dated 315t May :891, No. 2630, Rev. GL :—

With reference to ) : '
paragraph 2 of Board’s Proceedings; No. 224, dated 17th April
}gfhl’j.}. li.ailveltslge honour to forward, herewith, a copy of gtsﬂe letter No. 69-M., dalzgd
- 'npg - su«li’d ell'lecf;g'ed. from the Executive Engineer, North Arcot division,
angicmutdlsilt ity l\;v oxl-;f.tmn in the rates of wages paid to the coolies at the Cheyér

2. The ordinary Public Works De . o
e 6 pi . partment rates for silt-clearing is reported to
:zendell())l?arl)g f;‘;o yard of excavating silt and depositing the same v%ith 1 I;79,1-(1 lift
one pie for ever 10 If the lead and lift be exceeded, one pie for every yard in lift and
the first 10 args i ylards in lead, is to be added, and no allowance is to be made for
letter No. 2)(T)1-M mda::g ;;lddone yard in lift. Copy of the Executive Engineer’s
submitted for the Board’s P erlxlxsallsf[ay 18?1, reporting ‘the above information, is also

3. In f i
bkt whoi?}:a:&ngp tlﬁ. above, I take the opportunity to testify to the excellent
co-operated with us Public Works Department subordinates and contractors have
St ot My Lok in Wandiwash. This is no doubt partly due to the tact and
r. Lakshmana Rao, but I am none the less grateful for it.

——

Excrosure No. 1,

From Major C. C. RAWSON, R.E., Executi i
7 » R.E., Executive Engince ivisi :
of North Arcot,’ dated 18th Apgl}? lSré ll?g}‘ﬁh (ﬁ){(ﬁf e il

RS ek %ﬁ,ﬁ”‘;‘ﬁ‘;‘; T e igfggfeffﬂ:ssg, dgtedPNth April 1891, T have the honour
. e Board’ i :
ot s h st P S i, o s v e o
Rave doné theire ve:y be:t:m tzngletog‘;e&ogr- t:)Narlg’ and the Overseers on the Cheyér channel
they would only work, they could easily eames do‘t:;,l: F&m?:x?’ pointing out to them that if
3. Piece work saves the Public Works De g
think 1 partment subordinates a very great deal of trouble
g itt“t I do not that there need be any fear of their not encouraging the people to tako

A I~

B e A

~ @sobt. of {1891} FHadrus.
REVENUE.

Jesued
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@.0., 16th June 1891, No. 545.
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Relief works.

Board’s Proceedings forwarding letter from
North Arcot division,

{he Executive Engineer, A
duction in the rates of

“Wgordin the sudden re
nages pfid to the coolies at the Cheyér amicut

silt excavation work, recorded with remark.

7- S“f{’ ;
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tho Qoﬁmlm(mers of Land Rev
” the Pubhc Works Department, J

Reebrded. :
2. With reference to par gtaph 3 of
the former Proceedings, it is observed that
to have been modified by the orders of the
in paragraph of the Kxecutive Engmear’s

4.M. The Government fully concurs in the
oards the mnumum wage for Iabonrers in the




- the Famine Code, the wuges for first-class coolies should at present prices ¢
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to ask you under what authority the wages paid were reduced to the so-called famine rates. In
Board’s Proceedings, No. 1%3, Press, dated 1st April 1891, the (lommissioner ordered that the
rates for women should be raised to 1} annas, which implies also that the rates for men should not
be less than two annas ; while so. it is not clear how your subordinates felt themselves empox_verod
to reduce the rates to anmas 1-7 for men and annas 1-3 for women. 1 enclose for your inform-
ation a copy of the G.0., No. 265, dated Gth Avril 1291, regarding rates to be paid in Chingleput,
and I do not see why our coolies should get less. 1f.however, you are referring to section 185 of

t giain be annas
2.2, annas 1.6 and annas 1-1, respectively ; second-class coolies should get annas 1-8, annas 1-3
and pies 10, respectively. I do not, however, think that it is desirable to tie the coolies down to
these rates 1 would rather see them allowed, when willing, to work on piece-work where they
could earn consiierably more, if industrious. Anyhow our coolies should not get less than
those in Chingleput, and I shall ask the Commissioner to allow the rates contained in the above-
quoted Proceedings t be introduced here.

2. In dealing with these coolies, who are very suspicious and timid, T would deprecate any
sudden severity, as appears to have been exercised. Fair warning should be given them and
they should be encouraged in every way to abide by the works. If you want bazaars on your
works please address the General Duty Deputy Collector.  Allow me to draw your attention to the

_note about kitchens attached to section 185. If you introduce any of the rigour of famine

administration, you should give the people the benefit of its alleviations also, an'l DO doubt most
of the coolies would be more contented with the lower rates if the feeding of their children
were taken off their hands The management of relief works demands much tact and sympathy y
and I trust that you will instruct your subordinates on the spot accordingly.

e

C.

Excrosure No. 3,

From Major C. C. RAWSON. R.%., Executive Engineer, North Arcot Division, to the Collector
of North Arcot, dated tth May 1891, No. 140-M.

I have the honour to bring to your notice that the enolies working at Valkadai on the Cheyéar
channel are again giving trouble and doing littie or no work. The Sub-Divisional officer
reports that at the last payment the value of work done was Rs. 31-12-9, while the pay ment at
first-class famine rate was Rs. 104-7-8. I propose with your approval to order the Sub-Divisional
officer to pay the men of gangs only second-class rates whenever the work turned out ip not above
75 per cent. of the wages earned by the gang at first-class famine rates. 1 would continue to pay

the women and children at the rates of 14 annas and l{; annas, respectively, as before, as I believe

that the men are those that give trouble.
An answer is requested by telegraph.

D.
ExcrLosure No. 4,

Telemtq from' the Collector of North Arcot District, dated 15th May 1891.
Quite approve your proposal in your letter, dated 9th, No. 140.

e

Resolution—dated 3rd June 1891, No. 318.

The Jetter of the Executive Engineer, North Arcot District, and its enclosures
read a})ove, will _be forwarded for the information of Government, in continuation of
Board’s Proceedings, dated 2nd June 1891, No. 317.

(True Copies and Extract.)

(Signed) P. RAJARATNA MUDALIAR,
Secretary.

o the Secretary to Government, Revenue Department.
Collector of North Arcet.

»
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A.

Excrosure No. 1.

From Sub-Conductor R. W. WARD, Sub-Divisional Officer, Arni Sub-Divisio
- £ ’ £ ) - 7 A to t 3 2
tive Engineer, North Arcot, dated Ranipet, 22nd April 1891, Ns:).nl 18? i

In reply to your No. 114, of 18th instant, and its enclosures, I have the hon

/ : e 3 ! to state that
I have sent the necessary orders to the Overgeérs immediatel on’ receint d o :
rectified on the next payment being made. 4 Py, 400 the malior Jyil. oM

9. T have arranged for payment twice weekly, viz., on Wednesda

; y, viz. ays and Satardays, but
ms}:rucfced the Overseers to form any very weak coolies nto a gang by themselves agds pa1 : t}ilaé:,
daily, if they desire it, giving the first class wage now orderedl. el Apyga

3. I have not made, nor shall I make; any unauthorized reduection in the r P
wage. The reduction I did make was in accordance with the (‘ode Rules, paragra;tk? fglfan'l]uﬁ:
coolies, though all able-bodied and well able to perform an ordinary cooly’s task, persistentl
refused to earn more than second-class wage and were daily doiug less an 4 Yoss. - O the-T4h thjc;
whole 13 gangs, comprising about 320 coolies, earned only Rs. 2-11-8 amongst them. 1 think
therefore, that, in refusing to pay t}}em more. than second-class wage which aggregated aboui,
Rs. 21 for the 13 gangs, I was acting up to Code Rules, as well as bringing into force the
proposals contained in my letter of the 30th March 1891, No. 1739, which you had approved

4. The result of my refusal was a temporary stoppage of work * !
returned to work and have since shown bg ear);lingprgo?e than the E:gtﬂzll]aggiv?g?,ﬂtll:ti ioo‘l;::
right in setting down their failure to do so before to vbstinacy and not to inability. I have Y
received a report from the Overseer, Mr. Tims, which shows that the average rate earned dugiﬁo
the last three days has been annas 3-13 per man cooly, annas 2-4 per woman cooly and
annas 1-7 per child which is more than the value of the full task. During the preceding three
days, it was annas 2-6 per man, annas 1-102 per woman, and annas 1-3 per child TR Thakate
less than the above, is more than the first-class famine wage. : : g

5. I fear that now they are to get first-class wages whether they work or not, they will
p{refer to idle or work perfunctorily and get this minimum wage, thus causing great loss to
Government. 1f they do not choose to work it is impossible to make them do so in the absence
of power to infliet any punishment.

6. In addition to the above (contractors) piece-workers all complain that th

coolies for th(?ir work even now, and the diﬂ‘m)ufty will be much irlcrgased by the elzt(é:: I:,(;t]égr?
They have given advances to a number of men working in the famine gangs, but these T
finding themselves better paid in the famine work, refused to work for them. Of course it is
impossible for the contractor to offer them as good terms as we are doing, as he must have some-
thing for himself. I fear this will cause complete stoppage of the channel improvements ver
shortly. ‘ L

7. T may mention that Board’s Proceedings, No. 183, Press, have onl been co icat

to me this day, so it was impossible for o to have been gt . mmumetzted
Mr. LeFanu w¥ote his letter of the 17th inst;?t. o dognieant of ANV i FIoN

8. I shall also like to poiunt out that I have never tied the coolies down to a
1 ny rates. I have

always strenuously urged them to earn as much as they could . s ;
and have done so when they responded. it ¥. could, promising to pay them liberally

9. I trust you will see that no sudden severity whatever was exercis ;

: . xercised. In th
obstinate refusal to work, the Code authorize the reduction of payment down to lia,uz :?S:‘fogé
done, as an extreme measure, b}lt the sum I paid for the work done on the 7th was.about 10 fimes
the amount earned. Kven as it was I was apprehensive that you would object to the excessive
payment.

10. As to children’s kitchens, I consulted the Deputy Collector ab : :

St S 3 puy\oecoraoutthlsontheb‘th tant
but he said it would net be worthwhile startine a kitchen on the works unless there were l;ltsl:::{
30 non-working children, and as he had started a kitchen in a neighbouring village there was no
need of one. I have not seen a single non-working child on the work yet. ¥ chippons tisy i
left at home. 4

T am fully aware of the need of tact and s thy and have b BT ,‘
e : : ympathy and have been endeavouring to y
bnt h to the best Of my ablllty, Whlle keep1ng iﬂ view the interest Of GOVeI‘Dment alsog; bll:xi?:(ilﬁg
absence of orders, to pay more than the amount I tendered the coolies would have been, I think
an unwarrantable waste of money and an encouragement to idleness. : >

—

B.
Excrosure No. 2.

From W.J. H. LE FANTU, Esq., Collector of North Arcot, to the Executive Engi
datod 170 April 1691, Ref, on GL. Kng. No 2612~ = Yelloss,

1 have the honour to enclose a copy of letter, No. A, dated 12th April 1891, from t
Duty Deputy Collector, and No. B, dated 12th April 1891, from the Tabsildar of V&ﬁldlilgf.ﬁ?eaﬁ
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2 16ra Juse 1891, No. 545, Revesur.

4. This reduction in the rates was made entirely wi

ol y without my orders or knowledge ; the Sub-
tI});?Z(:gﬁ:i gfi?ic;l;, :‘e“tliucﬁd tlIlehl‘&te, to what he believed to be second-class famine wfge;, beci‘;};e
Sodios Tatas Tator é’r o ave sent him your letter, in original, and have ordered him not to
o e rs -fc ass _cooh_es on famine work, viz.. men As. 2-2, women As. 1-6, children
Rt i e epince 3 g'tll'lam Tises In the district and the above rates become too low, please
e i order that they may be raised. I have further directed the Sub-Divisional
: § on no account whatever 5 reduce wages below this, without consulting the

Deputy Collector and getting direct orders from me to make the reduction.

e

Excrosure No. 2.

From Major C. C. RAWSON » R.E., Executive Engineer, North Arcot Division, to the Collector
of North Arcot, dateq 22nd May 1891, No. 201-M.

g zl\lhth reaflerenog to your leiter No. 963, gated 15th instant, I have the honour to inform you

e ‘;1811 rate in the department for ] cubic yard of excavating silt and depositing the
same with 1 yard lift and 10 yards lead j5 g pies. If the lead and lift be exceeded, 1 pie for
every yard in lift and 1 pie for every 10 yaprds in lead, is to be added.

Thus suppose the silt has to be denos: : i
1 cubic yard of excavation will be gal :&mhmth 50 yards lead and 3 yards hft,_the rate for

. RS. A. P.
(1) Excavating silt (sand) ; vl A0
() lssd 00wl .. LM o hanes o e 0d
(8) Lift 3 yards ... ... 4 b e R AT S
Total 010
1\‘To allowan‘ce is to be made for the first 10 yards in lead and 1 yard lift.
The lead will be calculated from the centre of pit to the centre of bank.
Resolution—dated 2nd June 1891, No, 317. "

Forwarded to G 3 . . ’ i
May 1891, No. 308, overnment In eontippation of Board’s Proceedings, dated 28th

2. The effect of the Collector’s onder to which the Commissioner took exeeption

) e o in the Proceedings noted in the margin
i %,:g: April 1891, N 0.224 ~ was to fix the maximum wage admissible
% i » » » 287 to first-class labourers as the minimum

t 4 PR wage for all classes of labourers, subject
D nation by the ovtisese only after consulting the Deputy Collector in c’barge of

the tal ¢ : - z
hix(;s:lil’f k and after getting direct Oliders for reduction from the Executive Engineer

overszzng:]Z,ggggc?;thlg be requested gt once to have the instructions is§ued to the
The Public Works D ¢ Provisions of gection 131 of the Code duly introduced.
the condition of the eepla rtment might 5dvantageously be _consulted as to whether
it necessary that thelx)-eophe li?isortmg to the works in Wandiwash is such as to render
found it advisable to d should be a minjmym wage. The Collector of Chingleput has

o 20 away with the minimum wage in his district and if necessary

that ‘t h 3 > T 2 SV
weaklersg::é(:. bo retained in North Argot it would be well to limit it to a few of the

((True Copies and Extract.)

(Signed) p, RAJARATNA MUDALIAR,
Secretary,

To the Becretary to Government )
»»  Collector of North :;-2:1;.’ Rovetive Department,

B
%
3
g
i'i
3
L3

BESIPULR o SV St Sl 3 MRS S £ W

16te June 1891, No. 545, REvENUE. 3

o~
e

Ruap—the following Proceedings of the Board of Revenue (Revenue Settlement,
Land Records and Agriculture), dated 3rd June 1891, No. 318 :—

Mg. CLoGSTOUN.

Read—the following letter from Major C. C. RAWSON, R.E., Executive Engineer,
North Arcot Division, to the Secretary to the Commissioner of Revenue
Settlement, Land Records and Agriculture, dated 1st June 1891,

No. 234-M., :(—
A ; With reference to Board’s Proceed-
1 Copy of letter from the Arni Sub-DiV{swnal ings, dated 20th May 1891, Mis. No.
officer, dated 22nd April 1891, No. “86}1 24,91, I have the honour to report for the
letter from the Collector, Ref. on Gl. information of the Board—

1 Copy of ]
Eng. No. 2512, dated 17th April 1891. :

1 Copy of letter from the Executive Kngineer, 1. When rehqf WOl:k was commenced
dated 9th May 1891, No. 140-M. at the Cheydr anicut in March, coolies

1 Copy of telegram. were paid— 2

AS. P.
2 1 perdiem.
B0

Men obs i _
‘Women B YR S 2
Children .ee .as eee aee “ee oo -
which were what I believed to be first-class famine rates according to the then price
of grain,

k commenced the pooliqs began to be idle, and on the 7th
B that 320 coolies did work to the vahie of Rs. 2-11-8.

April matters became so bad ; %
The Sub-Divisional officer on that occasion reduced the wages to second-class rates (as

he calculated them), viz. :— 5
Men 1 7 perdiem.
Women (1) g i
Children e . >

and for the work done valued at Rs. 2-11-8 paid about Rs. 21 or about 10 times its
value even at second-class rates. Mr. Ward’s report on the matter, No. 118, dated
22nd April 1891, is attached, marked A.

3. On 18th April 1891, I received Collector’s letter, Reference on Gl. Eng.
No. 2512 of 1891, dated 17th April 1891, marked B, and attached, and in conse-

quence ordered all coolies to be paid—
A

8. P.
Men von 2 2 perdiem.
Women oos L e 1 6 4
Children Rt | A

or first-class famine rates.
4. In consequence of repeated reports from the Overseer and Sub-Divisional officer

at the Cheydr anicut that the coolies had done little or no work since the rates had
been raised, I wrote to the Collector and proposed that men who did not do 75 per
cent. of full task should only be paid second-class rates, and this was approved of by
Collector in his telegram of 15th May. Copies of my letter and of telegram, marked
C and D, are attached.

5. 1t was intended that this order should have been carried out from the 27th
May, but in the meantime I received orders from the Superintending Engineer that
it had been decided at Rénigunta on the 7th that only coolies who did full tasks

" were to be paid first-class famine rates, if they did 75 per cent. of full tasks at second-

class rates, aud less than 75 per cent. at third-class rates ; these rates will be paid from
the 29th. :
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GOVERNMENT OF MADRAS.

REVENUE DEPARTMENT,

BEAD—thﬁ f(alloning Proceedings of the Board of Revenue. (Revenue Scttlement,
and Records and Agriculture), dated 2nd June 1891, No. 1Y s

Mg. CLOGSTOUN,

R"“d—thiof(;%(}“éing letter from W. J. IL. .LE FANT, Esq., Collector of North Arcot,
: de ecretary to the' Commissioner of Revenue Settlement and Director of
and Records and Agriculture, dated 31st May 1891, No. 2630, Rev. Gl. :—

With reference to 9 ) .
nce to paragraph 2 of Board’s Proceedings. No. 224, dated 17th April
%g?ﬁ’}‘ have the henour to forward, herewith, a copy of the letter "No. 69-1!‘[. daI;:d
regar dinpgﬂtl;h; 2?131’(1 el‘eceldved _from the Executive Engineer, North Arcot d,ivisiun,
B e excavatiolxi 1;:01“11;3?1011 in the rates of wages paid to the coolies at the Cheydr
2. The ordinary Public Works Depar i s
. T partment rates for silt-clearing 1s re ted t
:ﬁd(}ll())l% p((iar {mbm yard of excavating silt and depositing the same v%ith 1 I;r:;(t{ lif(t);
ot 510 o ey Rl g and lift be exceeded, one pie for évery yard in lift and
y 10 yards in lead, is to be added, and no allowance is to be made for

the fi 3 e
e first 10 yards in lead and one yard in lift. ~Copy of the Executive Engineer’s

letter No. 201-M., dated 2: : : e
sabmitted for the ﬁoargg I?:rltlx:a%[ay 1891, reporting the above information, is also

3. In forwarding the above, I

S . s , I take the opportunity to testify to the excellent
f,ﬁff,lte::t ‘ghm}l the Public Works Department subordi};ates andy contractors have
'ud pm : fWIth us 1n Wandlwash. 'fhis is no doubt partly
judgment of Mr. Lakshmana Rao, but I am none the less gratetul for it. :

—_—

Excrosure No. |.

From Major C. C RAWSON, R.E., Executive Engi
; N, R.E,, utive En ) ivisi
L e Ap?ﬂnfieggl?%f)l.l (Q)Tﬁt Division, to the Collector

‘With reference to your letter No. 2512

5 » WNO, & Of 1891, dat d 7 4 9 d

to u;:gr_m ? )trlouﬁ that I had never seen either the Board’;a Pioz:egﬁlgrl: (l;f tllx’e Ib‘rg::fnz‘:nth ?)I;?llér
quo s 1; he hrst: paragx:a?t.t of your letter, so I could not have acted on them. -
have c.ion:tth:;ire vSe‘rl;- ll?;ﬁ%ngetoﬁl?&o%; t!v gl(:i’ B Sie sha Gty Siepe
they would only work, they could easily earn doubl: E,,I:nli);:oi::::,k’ PRk A et

3. Piece work saves the Public Works Departm "
3 , ent subordinates a very great deal of tx

co that T do mot think that there need be any fear of their not ‘encouraging the people t: ut?keé

to it

due to the tact and.

@obt. of 11891} gHabras.
REVENUE.

Tesued

RM' E M”

@.0., 16th June 1891, No. 545.

JUNE.

Relief works.

Board’s Proceedings for
{he Executive Engineer,
regarding the sudden re

wages paid to .
sily excavation work, recorded with remark.

warding letter from
North Arcot division,
duction in_the rates of
the coolies at the Cheyér anicub
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mb'n“d'“dglﬁth June 1891, No, 545, Revenue.

3

Miscellaneous. Recorded. hen ;

" 2. With reference to paragraph 38 of

- 5o & : - theformer Proceedings, it is observedM

the Collector’s instructions objected to have been modified by the orders of the b | _ | |
Superintending Engineer referred to paragraph & of the Kxecutive Eug'meer’s o 3§ i Aais. 4 ‘\‘
Rtter, ted 1st June 1891, No. g -M. The Government fully concurs in ‘the e -~ L o . A,
mﬁsﬁ the Commissioner as v ads the minimum wage for labourers in the g

2 Extract.) F o A '
Signed)  C. A. GALTON,
i g Secretary to Gm‘ergmﬂt-

¥

1!&:#0ner of Revenue Qoo .
» the LCommissioners of Land Reven :
§ m Public Works Department,

%o Yy e
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16te Juxe 1891, No. 545, ReveNue. b

“to ask you under what authority the wages paid were reduced to the so-called famine rates. In
Poard’s Proceedings, No 183, Press, dated Ist April 1891, the Commissioner ordered that the
rates for women should be raised to 11 annas, which implies also that the rates for men should not
be less than two apnas ; while so. it is not clear how your subordinates felt themselves empowered
to reduce the rates to annas 1-7 for men and annas 1.3 for women. 1 enclose for your inform-
ation a copy of the G.0., No. 265, dated tth Avoril 1891, regarding rates to be paid in Chingleput,
and I do not see why our coolies should get less. 1f. however, you are referring to section 185 of
the Famine Code, the wages for first-class coolies should at present prices of grain be annas
2-2, annas 1-6 and annas 1-1, respectively ; second-class coolies should get annas 1-3, annas 1-3
.and pies 10, respectively. I do not, however, thinkthat it is desirable to tie the coolies down to
these rates 1 would rather see them allowed, when willing, to work on piece-work where they
could earn consiverably more, if industrious. Anyhow our coolies should not get less than

those in Chingleput, and I shall ask the Commissioner to allow the rates coutained in the above-
quoted Proceedings to be introduced here.

e

2. In dealing with these coolies, who are very susp’cious and timid, T would deprecate any
sudden severity, as appears to have been exercised. Fair warning should be given them and
they should be encouraged in every way to abide by the works. If you want bazaars on your
works please address the General Duty Deputy Collector. Allow me to draw your attention to the
note about kitchens attached to section 1%5. you introduce any of the rigour of famine
Mmmlﬂmﬁﬂh. you should give the people the benefit of its alleviations also, and no doubt most
of tiie coolies would be more contented with the lower rates if the feeding of their children
were taken off their hands '~ ‘I'he management of relief works demands much tact and sympathy,
and I trust that you will instruct your subordinates on the spot accordingly.

.

C.

ExcLosure No. 3,

From Major C. C. RAWSON, R.E,, Executive Engineer, North Arcot Division, to the Collector

of North Arcot, dated “th May 1891, No. 140-M.

I have the honour to bring to your notice that the eaolies working at Valkadai on the Cheyér

channel are again giving trouble and doing little or no work. The Sub-Divisional officer
reports that at the last payment the value of work done was Rs. 31-12-9, while the payment at
first-class famine rate was Rs. 104-7-8. I propose with your approval to order the Sub-Divisional
officer to pay the men of gangs only second-class rates whenever the work turned out is not above
75 per cent. of the wages earned by the gang at firs!-class famine rates. 1 would continue to pay

the women and children at the rates of 1 annas an
that the men are those that give troublo.

Iz annas, respectively, as before, as I believe
An answer is requested by felegraph.

P ]

D.

Excrosure No, 4,

Telegmm. from the Collector of North Arcot District, dated 15th May 1891.
Quite approve your proposal in your letter, dated 9th, No. 140.

Resolution—dated 3rd June 1891, No. 318.

rea

The Jetter of the Executiv

! e Engineer, North Arcot Distriet, and its enclosures
d above, will be forwarded for the infor’matio : :

Board’s Proocedings, dated 2nd June 1891, No. n of Government, in continuation of

317.
(True Copies and Extract.)

(Signed)  P. RAJARATNA MUDALIAR,
Secretary.

To the Secretary to Government, Revenue

»

D
Collector of North Arcot. Spainag.
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A.
Encrosure No. L.

ivist Arni Sub-Division, to the Execu-
W. WARD, Sub-Divisional Officer, ¢ 5
ke Sub‘cz?ﬁ‘%g;iﬁéer, North Arcot, dated Ranipet, 29nd April 1891, No. 118

i i I have the honour to state that
_ 114, of 18th instant, and its enclosures, 3 3 A 3

e reptl{ht; 1{:;1;51::;7 orde;rs to the Overseers immediately on receipt, and the ma

sen :

iegg‘{ri(;d on the next payment being ‘:1:11.(1.9;3 e s T ol S Saturday;, o Slave
ayment twie 5 pic
3 e Idh:}:: 8?:125311 ft%rfgrr};x any very weak coz)lieg m;o a {gang by them§elves and pay
1“8.truc‘tfe they desire it, giving the first class wage now' ordered. N e S
'dally’ el ot made, nor shall I make, any unm}thonzec}‘ l;ia lﬁcullzs paragraph S e
" Then d?wtion : did make wos 1t SHgeudanes . %iga co,oly’s task, persistently
wage.  Bhe X0 ablo-bodied aud well able to-porforn o, Tl R L o0 qoss. ~On the 7th, the
ooolics, hong ' 0 than second-class wage and were daily oing o o W,
réfussd 0 T2 rising about 820 coolies, earned only Rs. 2-11-8 among :

i ated about
Wh()lef " gt?xn% sinooxfg?using to pay them more than second-class wage which aggreg
therefore, that,

. . .
g RS. 21 f ga

# : 1 nad roved.
1s contained in my letter of the 30th March 1891, No. 17 80y whioh y . £8t SpF
proposa o

. but on the 12th, the coolies
v al was a temporary stoppag® of work ; : ] was
rot 5 ('lr }:1: 1;3'2‘;11: :xidm {ﬁzfl;gnee shozlm bgbe;rynigg nble?t‘ii;'t:/a:n%“:lo{:rts:qllna:;iﬁgg.e tlh?ltave just
returne S ir failure to do so hefore 0 ¢ s durin
right in setting d(f)w;t::lﬁ;ré?lerseer, Mr. Tims, which ghows that thegazeraeg: ::;?n Z;m:goly ang
erte i report fro R 4s boen annas 3-13 per man coqu , annas D- rig s precoiing tiis
the last three di}yds hich is more than the value of the full task. 1 . eg child, which, though
annas 1-7 per chil ‘,f‘é per man, an0as 1-10} per woman, and annas 1-5 p )
days, it waﬁ amb?ﬁ:’ed is more tban the first-class famine wage. they work or not, they will
less than the above, w they are to get first-class Wages whether &Yus g gr,eat (S
5. I fear Fast nok erfunctorily and get this mimmum wag}‘z' them do so in the absence
e 1(118 OIrf :v}:):y dlz) not choose to work it is impossible to make
ent. -
G'O verm? to inflict any P“ms}‘ment' TR 11 complain that they cannot get
ot powe i to the above (contractors) piece-workers all ¢ b the. Tatest ‘orders:
6. In addition koven now, and the difficulty will 2o g 1}1cre.a e 8,)1’1 s, but these men
coolies for their wm;iv:nces to a number of men working in the a};n}gr & n;%’ v Ot ot b 5
They. have glv1en a‘better paid in the famine work, refused to wo(liom a8 he must have some-
finding i ﬁeg ontractor to offer them as good termms B¢ 0 fa 1‘31 chgr’mel improvements very
impassiblehi;r)rrlszlg : I fear this will cause complete stoppage 01 the
thing for <

- icated
shortly. ; . No. 183, Press, have only been communicy
- Board’s Proceedings, N0 ? . ders when
- Ehmaﬁax;efgo?ttg?s iI(!)lpossible for m% ,to have been cognizant of these orders
to me U8 ’ : £ the 17th instant.
2 his letter o ; ; : have
M ape Wr(;te li;:e to point out that I have never tied the coolies down 2((), a.r;y r&lteelsn hlI)er:l‘er
> ]-;cﬂ;ﬁ}}):sls; urged them to earn as much as they could, promising to pay
always streé ‘ onded.
o when they resp 3 ; the case of
< e dom: : ou will see that no sudden geverity “’h.‘"tevelf' bafog °;§"’§f§;‘ t(I,l:,-alue of work
b t'9' tI t::fs“szl to ek, this e AT gh? r:%:e::g:k (()10111):53:11 the 7th was about 10 times
stinate th id for the : i
?10!18, . antextl‘e?; mi?::;e;‘:) ilttwas ?[m:vgsp:II’Prehensxve that you would object to the excessive
the amount earnet.

¢ this on the 6th instant,
payment. . i the Deputy Collector abou ‘

A %{s -tto chlllllddrzli: %;t?w}:)iltllsx,\:hgl?:&:‘-tﬁg a kitchen on the yVOrks unless there were at least
put he said 1t WO

: i hbouring village there was no
5 : nd as he had started a kitchen in 2 B€lg e ose they are
30 nonf-worku.l%‘ il;lvlgrsgé :een i b e omen orking child on the work yet. 1 supp y ar
need of one. '

to exercise
g2 home‘ll aware of the need of tact and syq)pathy a:nge ];ztv ?);b g:vzggﬁza:?arll:og; but in the
bott {0&3: 1‘t)ezt of my ability, wl}]ﬁle :tfeping i tvlle:;nt(h;;dn t}ll.e coolies would have been, I think,
ota more than the amoun :

nenc o e {0 Y 00 e e e ourgement 0 s
an un

1) B
Excrosure No. 2. 2 X
LE FANT, Esq, Golleetox; of North Arcot, to the E2x5ef121t1ve Engineer, Vellore,‘
From W. 3. H- 25 ¥ g0teq 17¢h April 1891, Bef. on Gl 10g. N;:A i1 1801, from the General
the honour to enclose & copy of letter, el daﬁ:d 12&13 T:ll‘:lsildar of Wandiwash, and
Dut Is:;\ity Collector, and No. B, dated 12th Sniaed, v
uty
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4. This reduction in the rates was made entirely wi

Facke v y without my orders or knowledge ; the Sub-
wamﬁal (éff(ilcer reduced the rate, to what he helieved to be second-class famine nge;, because
the coolies did not work. I have sent him your letter, in original, and have ordered him not to
reduce rates belQW_ﬁrSt-OlﬂSS coolies on famine work, viz. men As. 2-2, women As. 1-6, children
{5‘}- 1-1. Iftthe price gf 8’1}'1&111 rises in the district and the above rates become too low, please
u;ﬁorm g‘le tah once in order that they may be rajsed. I have further directed the Sub-Divisional
officer, that he is on no account whatever to requce wages below this, without consulting the
Deputy Collector and getting direct orders from me to make the reduction.

——

Excrosurg No. 2.

From Major C. C. RAWSON, R.E., Executive Engineer, North Arcot Division, to the Collector
of North Arcot, dated 29nq May 1891, No. 201-M. -

With reference to your letter No. 963, dateq 15th inst .

: ) ant, I have the honour to inform you
that the usual rate in the department for 1 cupjo yard of excavating silt and depositing the
same with 1 yard lift and 10 yards lead is 6 pies.” If the lead and lift be exceeded, 1 pie for
every yard in lift and 1 pie for every 10 yards iy, Jeq 3. 14506 added; {

Thus suppose the silt has to be deposit : i
e eiion wil ke calclglategihrsgl_ 50 yards lead and 3 yards lift, the rate for

i “ (1) Excavating silt (sand) Rz. ,:) Pé
(2) Lead 50 yards ... i3 : i3
| (3) Lift 3 yards e

TOt&]. el -0

No allowance is to be made for the first 10 o T e liﬁ.
“The lead will be calculated from the centrg of pit to the centre of bank

Resolution—dated 2nd June 1891, No, 317,

F ded to G t 1 i ] . .
May I%I:C)WI?I‘N?) : 388. overnment 1n continuation of Board’s Proceedings, dated 28th

.2. The effect of the Collector’s order to which the Commissioner took exception

: : 3 in the Proceedings noted in th i
Bd.’s Procs., dated %Z?II April 1891, No. 224, was to fix the maximum wage a?imnil:sﬁ%llz
5 A » » » 7. to first-class labourers as the minimum

wage for all classes of labourers, subject

to reduction by the overseer only after consulting the Deputy Collector in charee of
o

the taluk and after getting direct ordepg ¢

himself. or reduction from the Executive Engineer -

g the condition of the people resorting to the works in Wandiwash is such as to render

'% }tc;nlxl:(clefts fgvf::gleﬂ:glgosg g b-e a minimum wage. The Collector of Chingleput has
A Wkt it Shiald bo sobatno dvyavy NWIth the minimum wage in his district and it necessary
I North Argot it would be well to limit it to a few of the

, weaker gangs.
b »‘,; : (True Copies and Extract.)

(Sigued) P. RAJARATNA MUDALIAR,
4 : ' Secretary,

To the Becretary to Governmient
»  Collector of North Al‘zgt.’ Revenue Department.
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Rrap—the following Proceedings of the Board of Revenue (Revenue Settlement,
Land Records and Agriculture), dated 8rd June 1891, No. 318 :—

Mgr. CroGsToUN.

Read—the following letter from Major C. C. RAWSON, R.E., Executive Engineer,
North Arcot Division, to the Secretary to the Commissioner of Revenue
Settlement, Land Records and Agriculture, dated 1st June 1891,
No. 234-M. :(— :

With reference to Board’s Proceed-

1 Copy of letter from the Arni Sub-Divisional ings, dated 20th May 1891, Mis. No.

officer, dated 22nd April 1891, No. 118. 24!91, I have the honour to report for the

1 Copy of letter from the Collector, Ref. on i g R :
Iong. No. 2519, dated 17th Apeil 1891, ‘nformation of the Board—

1 Copy of letter from the Executive Engineer, . 1. When relief work was commenced
dated 9th May 1891, No. 140-M. at the Chey4r anicut in March, coolies
1 Copy of telegram. : were paid—
AS. P.
Men 2 1 perdiem.
‘Women vee ese ere aea “es cee 1 6 ”»
Children ves “es .ne vee ive ves 3= 0 1]

which were what I believed to be firsi-class famine rates according to the then price
of grain,

2. Shortly after work commenced the coolies began to be idle, and on the Tth
April matters became so bad that 320 coolies did work to the value of Rs. 2-11-8.

The Sub-Divisional officer on that occasion reduced the wages to second-class rates (as
he calculated them), viz. :—

AS. P.
Men 1 7 perdiem.
‘Women ods 153 »
Chlldren ean ae . 049 ”

and for the work done valued at Rs. 2-11-8 paid about Rs. 21 or about 10 times its
value even at second-class rates. Mr. Ward’s report on the matter, No. 118, dated
22nd April 1891, is attached, marked A. )

3. On 18th April 1891, I received Collector’s letter, Reference on Gl. Eng.
No. 2512 of 1891, dated 17th April 1891, marked B, and attached, and in conse-

quence ordered all coolies to be paid—

AB. P.
5 Men 2 2. per diem,
Women R ]i (13 i
Children 56

or first-class famine rates. : e
4. In consequence of repeated reports from the Overseer and Sub-Divisional officer

at the Chey4r anicut that the coolies had done little or no work since the rates had
been raised): I wrote to the Collector and proposed that men w"ho did not do 75 per
cent. of full task should only be paid second-class rates, and this was approved of by
Collector in his telegram of 15th May. Copies of my letter and of telegram, marked

C and D, are attached.

5. It was intended tha ;
May, but in the meantime I received

t this order should have been carried out from the 27th
orders from the Superintending Engineer that
it had been decided at Rénigunta on the 7th that only coolies who did full tasks
were to be paid first-class famine rates, if they did 75 per cent. of full tasks at second-
class rates, aud less than 75 per cent. at third-class rates ; these rates will be paid from

the 29th.
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GOVERNMENT OF MADRAS.

REVENUE DEPARTMENT.

Reap—the following Proceedings of the Board of Revenue (Revenue Settlement,
Land Records and Agriculture), dated 2nd June 1891, No. 317 :— :

Mgz. Crogsroun.

Read—the followi.né letter.from W. J. I. LE FANT, Esq., Collector of N or.t'h Arcot,
to the Secretary to the Commissioner of Revenue Settlement and Director of
Land Records and Agriculture, dated 31st May 1891, No. 2630, Rev. Gl. :—

With reference to paragraph 2 of Board’s Proceedings; No. 224, dated 17th April
1891, T have the honour to forward, herewith, a copy of the letter No. 69-M., dated
18th April 1891, received from the Executive Engineer, North Arcot division,
regarding the sudden reduction in the rates of wages paid to the coolies at the Cheyér
anicut silt excavation work.

2. The ordinary Public Works Department rates for silt-clearing is reported to
be 6 pies per cubic yard of excavating silt and depositing the same with 1 ya:rd lift
and 10 yards lead. If the lead and lift be exceeded, one pie for every yard in lift and
one pie for every 10 yards in lead, is to be added, and no allowance is to be made for
the first 10 yards in lead and one yard in lift, Copy of the Executive Engineer’s
letter No. 201-M., dated 22nd May 1891, reporting the above information, is also
submitted for the Board’s perusal.

3. In forwarding the above, I take the opportunity to testify to the excellent
spirit in which the Public Works Department subordinates and contractors have
co-operated with us in Wandiwash. This is no doubt partly due to the tact and
judgment of Mr. Lakshmana Rao, but I am none the less grateful for 185,

—_—

Encrosure No, 1.

From Major C. C. RAWSON, R.E., Executive Engineer, North Arcot Division, to the Collector
of North Arcot, dated 18th April 1891, No. 69-M.

With reference to your letter No. 2512 of 1891, dated 17th April 1891, I have the -honour
to inform you that I had never seen either the Board’s Proceedings or the Government Order
quoted in the first paragraph of your letter, so I could not have acted on them.

2. Both the Sub-Divisional officer, Mr. Ward, and the Overseers on the Chey4r channel
have done their very best to get thq coolies to take up piece work, pointing out to them that if
they would only work, they could easily earn double famine rates.

3. Piece work saves the Public Works Department subordinates a very great deal of tro bl
so that I do not think that there need be any fear of their not encouraging the people to Ital:e'
to it. 3 P

Gobt, of (1891} FHludrus.
REVENUE.
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Relief works.

’s Proceedings forwarding letter from
thela3 %g';gcutive Engin%er, Norf,h Arcot division,
regarding the sudden reduction in the rates of
wages paid to the coolies at the Cheydr anicub
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2. With reference to pqragraph 3 of

the former Proceedmgs, it is. observed that
been modified by the orde »of the

h 5 of the Iixecutive Engi
" The Govemment fully oononss in
"the _nmnmum wage for labourers in tho

C., A. GA
- Secretary to Govemment.
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A

to ask you under what authority the wages paid were reduced to the so-called famine rates. In
Board’s Proceedings, No. 183, Press, dated st April 1891, the Commissioner ordered that the
rates for women should be raised to 1} annas, which implies also that the rates for men should not
be less than two annas; while so, it is not clear how your subordinates felt themselves eml?o\yered
to reduce the rates to annas 1-7 for men and annas 1-3 for women. I enclose for your intorm-
ation a copy of the G.0., No. 265, dated 6th Avril 1¥91, regarding rates to be paid in Chingleput,
and I do not see why our coolies should get less. 1f however, you are referring to section 185 of
the Famine Code, the wages for first-class coolies should at present prices of grain be.anna‘s
.2-2, annas 1-6 and annas 1-1, respectively ; seuo.nd-cla.ss._coolies should get annas l-~. annas 1-3
_and pies 10, respectively. I do not, however, think thaf, it is desirable to tie the coolies down to
these rates I would rather see them allowed, when willing, to work on piece-work wh_ere. they
could earn considerably more, if industrious. Anyhow our coolies shouid not get less than
those in Chingleput, and I shall ask the Commissioner to allow the rates contained in the above-
quoted Proceedings to be introduced here.

2. In dealing with these coolies,'who are very suspicious and timid, T would deprecate "‘n()i
sudden severity, as appears to have been exercised. Fair warning should be given them an
they should be encouraged in evecy way to abide by the works. If you want buzaars on yogr
works please address the General Duty Deputy (ollector. Allow me to draw your attention to the
note about kitchens attached to section 185. If you introduce any of the rigour of famine
administration, you should give the people the benefit of its alleviations also, and no doubt most
of the coolies would be more contented with the lqwer rates if the feeding of their children
were taken off their hands  T'he management of relief works demands much tact and sympathy,
and I trust that you will instruct your subordinates on the spot accordingly.

C.

Enxcrosure No. 8, YRR

From Major C. C. RAWSON, R.B., Executive Engineer, North Arcot Division, to the Collector
of North Arcot, dated Yth May 1891, No. 140-M.

I have the honour to bring to your notice that the eaclies working at Valkadai on the Cheyar
channel are again giving trouble and doing little or no work. The Sub-Divisional officer
reports that at the last payment the value of work done was Rs. 31-12-9, while the payment at
first-class famine rate was Rs. 104-7-8. I propose With yourapproval to order the Su‘k_)-DlVlSlOllal
officer to pay the men of gangs only second-class rates whenever the work turned out is not above
75 per cent. of the wages earned by the gang at first-class famine rates. 1 would continue to pay
the women and children at the rates of 14 annas and 14 annas, respectively, as before, as I believe
that the men are those that give trouble.

An answer is requested by telegraph.

£ Y i ¥

——

D.
Enxcrosure No. 4,

Telegram from"the Collector of North Arcot Distriot, dated 15th May 1891.
Quite approve your proposal in your letter, dated 9th, No. 140.

e el et

Resolution—dated 3rd June 1891, No. 318.

The Jetter of the Executive Engineer, North Arcot ‘District, and its enclosures
read above, will be forwarded for the information of Government, in continuation of
Board’s Proceedings, dated 2nd June 1891, No. 317,

(True Copies and Extract.)

(Signed)  P. RAJARATNA MUDALIAR,
Secretary.

To the Secretary to Government, Revenue Department.
,, Oollector of North Arcot.
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A.
Excrosure No. 1.

From Sub-Copduotor _R- W. WARD, Sub-Divisional Officer, Arni Sub-Division, to the Execu-
tive Engineer, North Arcot, dated Ranipet, 22nd April 1891, No. 118.

In reply to your No. 114, of 18th instant, and its enclosures, I have the honour to state that

I have sent the necessary orders to the Overseers immediately on receipt, and the matter will be
rectified on the next payment being made.

2. I have arranged for payment twice weekly, viz., on Wednesdays and Satardays, but have

instructed the Overseers to form any very weak coolies into a gang by themselves and pay them
, daily, if they desire it, giving the first class wage now ordered.

3. I have not made, nor shall I make, any unauthorized reduction in the rate of famine-
wage. The reduction I did ‘make was in aceordance with the (Jode Rules, paragraph 131. ‘lhe
coolies, though all able-bodied and well able to perform an ordinary cooly’s task, persistently
refused to earn more than second-class wage and were daily doing less and less. On the 7th, the
whole 13 gangs, comprising about 820 coolies, earned only Rs. 2-11-8 amongst them. I think,
therefore, that, in refusing to pay tbem more than second-class wage which aggregated about
Rs. 21 for the I3 gangs, I was acting up to Code Rules, as well as bringing into force the
proposals contained in my letter of the 30th March 1891, No. 1739, which you had approved.

4. The result of my refusal was a temporary stoppage of work ; but on the 12th, the coolies
returned to work and have since shown by earning more than the first-class wage that I was
right in' setting down their failure to_do so hefore to vbstinacy and not to inability. I have just
received a report from the Overseer, Mr. Timg, which shows that the average rate earned during
the last three days has been annas 8-11 per man cooly, annas 2-4 per woman cooly and
annas 1-7 per child which is more than the value of the full task. During the preceding three
days, it was annas 2-6 per man, annas 1-104 per woman, and annas 1-3 per child, which, though
less than the above, is more than the first-clags famine wage.

5. I fear that now they are to get first-class wages whether they work or not, they will
prefer to idle or work perfunctorily and get this minimum wage, thus causing great loss to
Government. If they do not choose to Wori it is impossible to make them do so in the absence
of power to inflict any punishment.

. 6. In addition to the above (contraetors) piece-workers all complain that they cannot get
coolies for their work even now, and the diffieculty will be much increased by the latest orders.
They have given advances to a number of men working in the famine gangs, but these men
finding themselves better paid in the faming work, refused to work for them. Of course it is
impossible for the contractor to offer them ag good terms as we are doing, as he must have some-
thing1 for himself. I fear this will cause complete stoppage of the channel improvements very
shortly.

7. I may mention that Board’s Proceedings, No. 183, Press, have only been communicated

to'me this day, so it was impossible for e to have been cognizant of these orders when
Mr. LeFanu wrote his letter of the 17th ingtapt.

8. I shall also like to point out that I hgaye never tied the coolies down to any rates. I have

always strenuously urged them to earn as mych as they could, promising to pay them liberally
and have done so when they responded.

9. Itrust you will see that no sudden geverity whatever was exercised. In the case of
obstinate refusal to work, the Code authorize the reduction of payment down to value of work
done, as an extreme measure, but the sum I paid for the work done on the 7th was about 10 times

the amornt earned. Lven as it was I wag apprehensive that you would object to the excessive
payment.

10. As to children’s kitchens, I consulted the Deputy Collector about this on the 6th instant,
but he said if‘. Woul‘d net be worthwhile starting a kitchen on the works unless there were at least
80 non-working children, and as he had starteq a kitchen in a neighbouring village there was no
need of one. I have not seen a single non-working child on the work yet. I suppose they are
left at home.

I am tfully aware of the need of tact anq sympathy and have been endeavouring to exercise
both to the best of my ability, while keeping in view the interest of Government also; but in the
absence of orders, to pay more than the amount I tendered the coolies would have been, I think,
an unwarrantable waste of money and an encouragement to idleness.

B.
Excrosure No. 2.
From W, J. H. LE FANT, Exsq., Collector of North Arcot, to the Executive Engineer, Vellore,
dated 17th April 1891, Ref. on Gl. Eng. No. 2512.

I have the honour to enclose a copy of letter, No. A, dated 12th April 1891, from the General
Duty Deputy Collector, and No. B, dated 12th April 1891, from the Taksildar of Wandiwash, and
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_ 4. This reduction in the rates was m i ithout my orders or knowledge ; the Sub-
t]ilwsmn.al officer reduced the rate, to whaatdﬁeelgglri:lj;dw:o be seoyond-class famine wages, because
63 coolies did mot work. I have sent him your letter, i original, and have ordered him not to
rA uce rates below'ﬁrst-class coolies on famine work ;;iz_, men As. 2-2, women As. 1-6, chﬂ@ren
: nz. 1-1. If the price of grain rises in the districé and the above rates become too low, please
1ﬁiorm me af once in order that they may be raised. I have turther directed the Sub-Divisional
g) cer, that he is on no account whatever to reduce wages below this, without consulting the

eputy Collector and getting direct orders from me to make the reduction.

i Excrosure No. 2.
rom Major C. C. RAWSON, R.E., Executive Engineer, North Axrcot Division, to the Collector
of North Arcot, dated 22nd May 1891, No. 201-M.

With roference to your letter No. 963, dated 15th instant, I have the honour to inform you

that : <
at the usual rate in the department for 1 eubio yard of excavating silt and depositing o

B 1 : -
9‘:1'(;' ;’V;ig iln}igtd lift and 10 yards lead s § pies. 1If the lead and Liftbe exceeded, 1 pie for
- and 1 pie for every 10 yards in lead, is to be added.

Thus suppose the sil 3 :
1 cubic yard of excavatsilo:x#;ﬁlt%:) 252&‘;&*1;&& 50 yards lead and 3 yards lift, the rate for

=
wn
>
~
.

(1) Excavating silt (cand)
(2) Lead 50 yards ...
(8) Lift 3 yards

(=T =T
(=B — J5 -}
(S =)

|

(=]
Bt
(=

Total

|

,fl: all lowanfz @ is to be made for the first 10 yards in lead and 1 yard lift.
e lead will be calculated from the centre of pit to the centre of bank.

Resolution—dated 2nd June 1891, No, 317.

Forwarded to Government i : : ) i
May 1891, No. 308. in continuation of Board’s Proceedings, dated 28th

2, The effect of the Collector’s orger to which the Commissioner took exception
oy ; s in the Proceedings noted in the margin
’s Procs., dated émﬁ April 1891, No. 294,  was to fix the maximum wage admissible

» » 24th » » 237. to first-class labourers as the minimum

: : wage for all classes of labourers, subject

to reduction by the overseer only after consulting the Deputy Collector in c,hargeja of

gilfn::ﬁtk and after getting direct orders for reduction from the Executive Engineer

8. The Collector will be requested at once to have the instructions issued to the
%w{:ersci)erbix_xodlvf‘iredkand the provisions of section 131 of the Code duly introduced.
theeco ‘a,t}c f°1il s Department might advantageously be consulted as to whether
o ndition of the people resorting to the works in Wandiwash is such as to render
; negegsary that there should be a minimum wage. The Collector of Chingleput has

ound it advisable to do away with the minimum wage in his district and if necessary

that it should be retained in North i PR
weaker gangs. Arcot it would be well to limit it to a few of the

{(True Copies and Extract.)

(Signed) ~ P. RAJARATNA MUDALIAR,
Secretary.

To the Secretary to Government, Revenue De |
,»  Collector of North Arcot. partment,
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Rrap—the following Proceedings of the Board of Revenue (Revenue Settlement,
Land Records and Agriculture), dated 3rd June 1891, No. 318 :—

Mr. CLoGsToUN.

Read—the following letter from Major C. C. RAWSON, R.E., Executive Engineer,
North Arcot DiViSiOIl, to the Secretary to the Commissioner of Revenue
Settlement, Land Records and Agriculture, dated 1st June 1891,
No. 234-M. :— '

' ] With reference to Board’s Proceed-

1 Copy of letter from the Arni Sub-Divisional ings, dated 20th May 1891, Mis. No.

officer, dated 22nd April 1891, No. 118. 924,
1 Copy of letter from the Collector, Ref. on GL infg%’ 1 tl'lave ft}tlﬁ h%noua to report for the
ng. No. 2512, dated 17th April 1891. maftion of the board—
1 Copy of letter from the Executive Engineer,
dated 9th May 1891, No. 140-M.

1. When relief work was commenced
at the Cheyér anicut in March, coolies

1 Copy of telegram. were paid—
As. P.
Men 2 1 perdiem.
Women 1 6
Children 35 % 120 aF

which were what I believed to be first-class famine rates according to the then price
of grain,

2. Shortly after work commenced the coolies began to be idle, and on the 7th
April matters became so bad that 390 coolies did work to the value of Rs. 2-11-8.
The Sub-Divisional officer on that occasion reduced the wages to second-class rates (as

he calculated them), viz. :—

AS. P.
Men 1 7 per diem.
‘Women 7 S Y3 -
g ”

Children

and for the work done valued at Rs. 911
value even at second-class rates. Mr. War
22nd April 1891, is attached, marked A.

3. On 18th April 1891, T received Collector’s letter, Reference on ‘Gl. Eng.

No. 2512 of 1891, dated 17th April 1891, marked B, and attached, and in conse-
quence ordered all coolies to be paid—

.8 paid about Rs. 21 or about 10 times its
d’s report on the matter, No. 118, dated

Al

8. P.
Men % % per diem.
‘Women Stk 5 e oo & . o
Children | 3

or first-class famine rates. i
4. Tn consequence of repeated reports from the Overseer and Sub-Divisional officer

at the Chey4r anicut that the coolies had done little or no work since the rates had
been raised, I wrote to the Collector and proposed that men who did not do 76 per
cent. of full task should only be paid second-class rates, and this was approved of by
Collector in his telegram of 15th May. Copies of my letter and of telegram, marked
C and D, are attached.

5. 1t was intended that this order should have been carried out from the 27th
May, but in the meantime I received orders from the Superintending Engineer that
it had been decided at Rénigunta on the 7th that only coolies who did full tasks
were to be paid first-class famine rates, if they did 75 per cent. of full tasks at second-
class rates, aud less than 76 per cent. at tkgird-class rates ; these rates will be paid from

the 20th.
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