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6. The Unamanjeri tank (12 Chingleput) is now under repair by piece-work
contract given to the villagers ; this should help to satisfy the demand for labour in
the north of the taluk. In the centre the Manambadi tank is being repaired
depgrtmenta]ly_, but unfortunately the rates were far too low, being 1 an?m 3 pies a
cubie yard, while in some places the lead was 40 yards and the lift 5.b In consequence,
as soon as the work was measured and paid for, the earth-workers who numbered about
360 found themselves fined (if the expression inay be used) some Rs. 200 for 8 days’
work, Some of them who had worked their best did not get more than half-rates

2 (1 anna 6 pies) notwithstanding the
* No. 265, dated 6th April 1891, " Government Order * that more than a
quarter of their pay should mnot be
deducted. The numbers at once fell from 720 to 80, a very disapp(r))inyting result, after all
our efforts to get people to leave their villages and attend the work and our promises
that they should get 3 annas a man for a reasonable task. This is the great fault of
the departmental system that a want of sympathy or au error of judgmbnt can in a
moment‘destro_y confidence. The overseer in charge should at once have telegraphed
to the Executive Engineer on the 2nd, but had done nothing until the H5th, when I
happened to inspect the work. The Executive Engineer on my request immediately
raised the rates to 1 anna 6 pies, and the numbers have now risen again to 510.

7. I found that the kitchen proposed for Sembakkam had not been built, as people
had shown a d1§1nchnat10n to the idea. This being the wrong way of work,ing, I had
the kitchen built, and now 2 caste people and 15 Pariahs (iuéludinw the ‘six from
Sirudavur) are being fed there. 22 ;

B Suaiddpet.—Early this 'month I visited the kitchen at Porur, and found every-
thing there except paupers. Too hard a test seems to have been ui)pliod, for 1 found

no difficulty in selectin ‘ MR 15
X . § Rg sqven. persons for tickets, and the number now receiving food
is 8 caste people and 35 Pariahs.

]9. In thgl?)otaluk some 600 persons are employed in clearing the Buckingham
canal, some : on’ minor irrigation works, and now some major tanks are being

started on piece-work contracts, the contractors binding themselves to employ &
minimum number of workmen.

: 10. The Deputy Collector (who like every one else is engaged on jmmnbandi)
inspected 33 villages near Pallaveram, Poonamallee and Porur. “He saw a few under-
fed paupers, some O.f Who‘_“ accepted tickets for the kitchen, but oth(-rg would not. One
of the many objections, it may be noted, is to the use of brass or copper cooking-
vessels, which *‘ causes the hands and feet to swell and brings on death.” Su;”h
vessels are recommended by the Code, but we take care to use e;ﬂhen vcssel.s.

tldl.t thi:'tfa}ilur'_j}?/:[rﬁ Pinto inspected the neighbourhood of Periapalayam and
started the kitchen, which now feeds 1 Mussalman, 7 caste Hindus and 12 Pariahs.

0 « > >
fini }1‘(‘1' Inailr;e s’:ch‘ildz}rh ‘tll'aCt, fihf Kadar, Kambakkam and Varadapalayam tanks are
ﬁus 1(; s Yo ot I:mll'u'i)lart‘ (&bOur is concentrated on Santavelur. ~Unfortunately
the telegram 1s unintelligible 398 men have there women three boys Santavelur.”

1 13 lllndthfe Periapalayam tract, the numbers on Uttukottai have fallen to 112;
1 :]a:le ia 1\3 thorAan texpldn«'«latlon. If it were not that we want our tanks repaired
?:llclimil e }(1):we oh li(;roon?’(il);p]affd extnll)loymkent for its surplus labour, 1 should feel
: . partmental work in the Periapalay: 'ac y Uttukottai
i i ey B A eriapalayam tract, the Uttukottal

14. The Vadamadurai tank now employs 340 persons, of which 73 are women.

Some people have been drawn off by the works started in K4 : manrindar
2 large contract work at this Kovtaliyie. started in Kélahasti zemindari and })y

15. Ponnéri.—Two caste people and 40 Pariahs are fed at the Puduvdyil kitchen
Departmental work has gone on at the Kortalaydr embankment wllx(i‘ci lil:;h:;;xi{).lslt ];illislfe(l
above the Vallur anicut. I have asked the Executive Engim’zcr and he has consented
to move.the people up to the Medur tank (178-556 1.). 1 find the embankmet is not a
good relief work. Ttis so scattered that the overseer and the maistries cannot give out
the tasks even by 10 o’clock, and as the nature of the ground is constantly %’urying
due allowauce cannot be easily made, and the people are fined though they work their
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w the anicut is a corner of the taluk, and there is already a

hardest. Besides, belo . : :
sufficient demand for labour in the canal and on the salt factories. On my inspection,

the works were in fair condition.

Resolution—dated 14th May 1891, No. £80.

Submitted for the information of Government.

5 * le are employed on various Government works in pro-
2. Over 9,000 % peop PNO).' gress in the four affected taluks ofpthe
* Pivais Hoe il district, while about 6,400 coolies are
'I‘i‘;ﬁ];:{fﬁr sl s aniddeial reported to find work onm the numerous
Ridbont - fhe fow 1,082  private wells which are being constructed
Chinglopub. «m @it = ireid ?,ggg out of advances granted under the Land
Maduréntakam LT 'Improviement Act and :;me;l 2,800’hmore on

‘ SRR o T the salt-pans scattered along the coast.

To\tvzlrﬁg 3,{3] °{h‘;“§£i’:,°§hm§ﬁ. 8,861 The condition of the people is on the whole
On Local Kund works ... e 872 fair, but on the Acharavakkam tank work
9933 In the Madurdntakam taluk the Sub-

. Collector found that about 16 per cent.

bered 947 on the 9th instant, were more or less enfeebled.

the jes, who num : ' :
(’i‘fh};} lgofl?gltlss’states that the rate allowed, viz., one anna a cubie yard, was too low,

red it to be raised to 1 anna 6 pies. It is observed, however, that

z:: dtltgz}t)xe};a:azzd:& Jabourers, in spite of their enfeebled condition, were earning
‘2,1 s 10 pies a day a mam, and the women and children half that sum. Of the
8 P yed on this- work, 159 were men, 84 were women and only 4

t‘?t?é ’{‘-‘ﬁ:’fﬁ CIIE“}):: Commissioner trusts that the rate as now fixed by the Collector
w?u ncozlbe found unduly high. It must be remembered that a fair day’s task must

g wage. The condition of these coolies and of the children and
i exaoff{ed forlz yf:;: (sls?;hsin t%e;'ee villages of the Conjeeveram taluk should be carefully
N t taken to apply the necessary relief should the occasion arise.

3t d steps

watd;ed',r ;: Comglissioner regrets to learn that on the Unamanjeéri tank, in the Chingle-
t t. 1 k. some of the coolies, though they had worked their best, did not earn more
P}\ll a f O 6 ples 8 day, 8B that on the whole they found at the end of
t'; a‘?xt 3 a’ngvork that they got about Rs. 200 less than they had hoped for. In
ugf ,ayst xk or piece work great care should be exercised not only in fixing the tale
exfl orcllr{lgbl‘:t also in clearly pointing out to the coolies from day to day how much
;)} work, tually earning f this last had been done in the present case, they would
1ey are ac : y warning that their earnings were running short of their expectations,
have had timely orked harder and might thus have been spared, in some

W d
and Wmd(:hiou?:}ftsil il;:;;ointm'ent which came upon them as a surprise at the end of
L?x%as‘;r:ék }3;8 regards the task, this was based on an estimate of 1 anna 3 pies

: : Jlector says, the lead in some cases wa$ as much as 40

a m:lbw gard,t:ztlil ;&’ egsv:gzldooseem to bz \,mduly low in comparison w1th the ordinary
i,‘“ % tWe r{:‘ Department rates, and to have led to an unduly large task being imposed
ublio olr- : g’l‘he great fault of the depa_rtmental system,” the Collector observes,
on the coolies. ¢ of sympathy or an errot of judgment can in a moment destroy con-
is YRk ® WRES 0T uestion of destruction of confidence if the labourers are

fidonce ;” but there can be B0 AWF LR 'L ork and the rate to be paid for it. = Great
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: amou ! ;
2‘;’;‘;ﬁﬂ,’;§%ﬂ°§§i§i§ lilg fixing tasks, and the serious consequences to the labourers

of any error it this matter must be 1mp = all thqse jrhq e oonaarned Wi&
this duty. itchens started in Ponnéri,
- ons fed at the four central kitchens s in Ponnéri,
4 Thember ot i e 1235 o i
’ t Pariahs. ' st et T el

Mussulman andhthg 1;9:0( the report, 488 wells are said to have been constructed out
5. Up to the date of e (R, while 888 more aee it oties of EEPERREER:
prgﬁgézzss ?or:[;dvanoes to the amount of 21 lakhs are still P?ndmg }nqlmry.v
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