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2. Mr. Harding, who again visited the tank on Monday to complete arrange-
ments for tasking, reports that the numbers had then risen to 900. Some Wodders
had come, but had left again, as they considered the wages too low. :

3. The rush of laborers to the tank is, I think, partly due to the fact that the
work is one which the people of the neighbourhood have been begging us to execute
for some years. It was not taken upas a minor irrigation work pending investigation

by the Tank Restoration party, who, however, left it alone. A subsequent estimate by’

the Public Works Department was too costly as it provided for two new weirs, which
are omitted in a revised estimate now under preparation by the Executive Engineer.

4. A better test of the real demand for labor will, I think, be afforded by the
stone-breaking under the supervision of the Local Fund Engineer referred to in para-
graph 3 of my letter, dated 23rd March 1891, Reference on No. 470-Board, and I
have asked 'Mr. Stephens, the Local Fund Engineer, who had considerable famine
experience 1n 1877, to commence collecting metal on a suitable section of the Udamal-
pet and Polldchi road, fixing the wagei; at the rates above mentioned and rigidly
enforcing a full task. The work will be one of real utility as the improvement of that
road, whlcl} passes through black-cotton ground, has long been desired. I am satisfied
that there is as yet no actual starvation, but if men are willing to do a full task for a
reduced wage of 2 annas 2 pies, it is clear that a critical stage has been reached.

5, 1 .shall at the same time go on with the work at the Kothanadi tank.
Mr. Harding has to go to the Palladam taluk for jamabandi, but Mr. Todhunter, who
was out Wl'th us, will return and take charge. It is not improbable that the number of
laborers will decrease when tasks are properly_exacted.

Resolution—dated 6th April 1891, No. 194.
The letters read above will be submitted, for the information of (Government, in
reference to paragraph 3 of Board’s Proceedings, dated 25th March 1891, No. 166.
(True Copies and Extract.)
. (Signed) P. RAJARATNA MUDALIAR,

Secretary.

To the Secretary to Government, Revenue Department
Collector of Coimbatore, ’ 1 epartment.

»

Orper—dated 14th April 1891, No. 312, Révenue.

Miscellaneous. Recorded.

(True Extract.)

(Signed) C. A. GALTON,
Secretary to Government.

To the Commissioner of Revenue Settlement, Land Records and Agriculture
" the Puablic Works Dopatriont; nt, Land Records and Agriculture.
,, the Commissioners of Land Revenue,

Exd. A. Aubert.

90 Copies.
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GOVERNMENT OF MADRAS.

REVENUE DEPARTMENT.

Reap—the following Proceedings of the Board of Revenue (Revenue Settlement, Land
Records and Agriculture), dated 6th April 1891, No. 194 :—

Mg. CrLoGSTOUN.

Read—the following letter from J. STURROCK, Esq., Collector of Coimbatore, to
the Secretary to the Commissioner of Rev_enue Settlement and Director of
the Department of Land Records and Agriculture, dated Coimbatore, 27th

March 1891, Reference on No. 470-Board :—
With reference to Board’s Proceedings, dated 25th March 1891, No. 166, Press,

Koo

Men 2 2
Women 3 SR
3 -0

Children .

I have the honor to report that, when
ordering the work to be started, I fixed
wages at the marginally-noted rates
which are based on the instructions con-
tained in paragraph 185 of the Famine
Code.

9. As soon as I heard that large numbers were joining the work, I called for a

report as to their status, issued instruction

s about tasking, and arranged that the

Divisional officer and myself should proceed to the locality on Saturday, the 28th

instant.

3. The Tahsildar considers that none but those desirous of earning the mere
means of livelihood are amongst the laborers enrolled. I shall report my own

impressions on Monday.

P———

Reap—the following letter from J. STURROCK, Esq., Collector of Coimbatore, to the
Secretary to the Commissioner®of Revenue Settlement and Director of the

- Department of Land Records and A griculture, dated Coimbatore, 31st March
1891, Reference on No. 531-Board :—

In continuation of my letter, dated 27th March 1891, Reference on No. 470-
Board, I have the honor to report that, on the 28th instant, I inspected the coolies at

Men . 200
Women ... +. '8ib
T R e e ot RS

Total ... 607

—

work on the Kothanadi tank and found
them all in good condition, most of them
being thoroughly well-fed and robust-
looking. *At the same time they all be-
longed to- the laboring class, or were
petty holders of dry lands who habitually

work for cooly when not actually engaged in cultivation, and as they all professed to be

Ny T
Men W
Women ... 116
Children ... 10

anxious to do a full task for the margi-
nally-noted wages— the lowest allowed for
a full task under the Famine Code—I
did not covsider it necessary to turn any
of them off, especially as mow that the

work has been begun it is essential that it shall be completed before any heavy thunder

showers fall.
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Kothanadi Tank Work.

Board’s Proceedings submitfing the explana-
tion of the Collector of Coimbatore as to the cause
of sndden rush of labourers to the —, recorded.
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2. Mr. H:arding, who again visited the tank on Monday to complete arrange-
ments for tasking, reports ’ghat the numbers had then risen to 900. Some Wodders
had come, but had left again, as they cousidered the wages too low.

3. The rush of laborers to the tank is, I think, partly due to the fact that the
work is one which the people of the neighbourhood have been begging us to execute
for some years. It was not taken up as a minor irrigation work pending investigation
by the Tank Restoration party, who, however, leftit alone. A subsequent estimate by
the Pu_bhe VVorks Department was too costly as it provided for two new weirs, which
are omitted in a revised estimate now under preparation by the Executive Engineer.

4, A b_etter test of the real demand for labor will, I think, be afforded by the
stone-breaking under the supervision of the Local Fund Engineer referred to in para-
graph 3 of my letter, dated 23rd March 1%91, Reference on No. 470-Board, and I
have f?,sked .Mr. Stephens, the Local Fund Engineer, who had considerable famine
experience in 1877, to commence collecting metal on a suitable section of the Udamal-
pet ar}d Polldchi road, fixing the wages at the rates above mentioned and rigidly
enformng a full task. The work will be one of real utility as the improvement of that
road, which passes through black-cotton ground, has long been desired. I am satisfied
that there is as yet no actual starvation, but if men are willing to do a full task for a
reduced wage of 2 annas 2 pies, it is clear that a critical stage has been reached.

5. I shall at the same time go on with the work at the Kothanadi tank.
Mr. Harding has to go to the Palladam taluk for jamabandi, but Mr. Todhunter, who
was out with us, will return and take charge. It is not improbable that the number of
laborers will decrease when tasks are properly exacted.

e s—

Resolution—dated 6th April 1891, No. 194.

The letters read above will be submitted, for the information of Government, in
reference to paragraph 3 of Board’s Proceedings, dated 25th March 1891, No. 166.

(True Copies and Extract.)

(Signed) P. RATJARATNA MUDALIAR,
Secretary.

To the Secretary to Government, Reven
,» Collector of Coimbatore. ’ e,

Orper—dated 14th April 1891, No, 312, Revenue,

Miscellaneous. Recorded.

(True Extract.)
(Signed) C. A. GALTON,

Secretary to Government.

To the Commissioner of Revenue Sett] +ds and Agriculture.
,» the Public Works Department. e Land herrrnal
,, the Commissioners of Land Revenue,

Exd. A. Aubert.

90 Copies.
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