dbobt. of {1891} gHadvus,
REVENUE.

R —

.]‘ﬂ!»ii)(‘{

Ha’(‘(ﬂ

G.0., 11th April 1891, No. 296.

Season.

odings submitting letter from
ngleput su'bm}tt.ing remarks
the district.

Board’s Proce
the Collector of Chi
on the state of the — 1n




1lra Agrin 1891, No. 296, REVENUE.

GOVERNMENT OF MADRAS.

REVENUE DEPARTMENT.

s

Reap—the following Proceedings of the Board of Revenue (Revenue Sottlement,
Land Records and Agriculture), dated 25th March 1891, No. 167 : —

B

Mgz, CLOGSTOUN.

Read—the following letter from J. H. A. TREMENHEERE, Esq., Acting Collector
of the Chingleput District, to the Secretary to the Commissioner of Revenue
Settlement and Director of*the Department of Land Records and Agricul-
ture, dated Saiddpet, 17th March 1891, Reference on No. 884-Eng. :—

In continuation of my letter, No. 698-Eng., dated 5th March 1891, I have the
honor to submit the ﬁ,ll‘mvi‘ng remarks on the state of the Chingleput district.

2. Sub-Collector’s division.—Here, as ‘indeed throughout the district, there is no
change since my last report, except that, on the one hand, the ragi crop under wells
is nearing maturity, while, on the other, pasturage is drying up and the water in
cattle ponds is getting wery low. 3

3. I have already, as instructed by the Board, commenced minor irrigation
works costing Rs. 2,000 in Chingleputand Rs. 1,000 in Madurdntakam, and this will
have come as a welcome relief to the over-stocked labor-market.

4. In Chingleput Rs. 3,020 have been advanced for digging wells, and some
Rs, 4,600 is expected to be advanced this month. The corresponding figures for
Madurdntakam are 6,320 and 6,000. The number of wells under construction
cannot be accurately reported this week. :

0. Saiddpet.—With reference to paragraph 5 of Board’s Proceedings, No. 102,
dated 24th February 1891, I beg to forward in original the report of my Deputy
Collector on the pa#pers of Poonamallee. The last three paragraphs describe . a
number of villages he has visited. After allowances made for exaggeration # the
representations made to him, it does not appear that there is at present any distress
calling for the immediate opening of relief works, Rupees 4,600 was placed at his dis-
posal only four weeks ago to open more minor irrigation works, and twenty of them are
said to be in rapid progress. The Divisional-officer has not properly reported on
advances,for digging wells, but, out of a grant of Rs, 13, 00, the balance at the begin-
ning of March was 6nly Rs. 8,370, and
the Tahsildar stated that he could not
surrender any of this,

6. In paragraph 8 the Deputy Collector touches on a subject which may. as well
be treated of here for the whole distriut——\Vut(,-r-sum)ly for men and catfle. -

7. The water-level of most parts of the distriet is near the surface, while wells
are numerous and well supplied. Of course the water-level has sunk with the defi-
ciency of rain, but even now over midch of the affected tracts it ranges in depth
from 8 to 15 feet. - It is thought in some quarters that by a little clumourkGm*ernmcnt
will he induced to step in and deepen the wells; but af present 1 see nothing which
the people themselves and the District Board cannot deal with.. e

Nore.—Balance on this day, 17th March 1891,

r Is. 3,350,

8. There is no Rll])j(,’(:t in which so Il}ll(‘,h pressure 1is PUt upon iHSpOCtiH" officers
as the deepening of .the cattle ponds. Whatever village is visited, the ﬁr.i:’t cry is
still the same—the kulam ; the wealthiest ryots are the most importunate, and the
demand spreads to their influential relatived in Madras and makes its way into the
press. But in a drought it is useless to excavate such ponds as are not supplied with
springs ; and even for such, the outlay required would, as the Deputy Collector says,




R o

———
AP i S A A
i
P

: ~ 1lra Arrrn 1891, No. 296, REVENUE.

e

et

* be enormous. Ii:is throwing away mon : :
ok Pl s i gt e? oney to spend less on a pond than Rs. 200 to 500

course, in a late stage of a famin
e S e, such works would be usefal 5 i

o neart e as supplying labor
we are to take labor off irrigationa ng exhaustion ; but the question is Ix)vl);eﬂ%er' now

r 1 i :
spent and provides a food-supply, *work, which gives some return fer the capital

for cattle, which ate owned b
: t the :
onds have d 'y 1iob the poorest of the people. i v
pouls v die up ol pret, Wt it v, e gt will g vy .
have ixot beeII{I sﬁbmitted';mbl?t ‘;11{11:9;};(; ttl:)?all)igopert ﬁ;g %res e b Lnans;
arch was Rs: 14,86 hi rant of Rs. 18,0 alance ¢
,860, of which none could be surrendered, Oofi‘lggee}%ggznoc: t(})lg izzcli:{‘

establishment has not bee

1ent n felt until thi s

L virSplrhioh whthe TaEter ciadp b;]::gv;l;mgl when it is certain that at least a
tion h m will ced.

10. Besides five minor irrigati :
Iabor to the numbers shdv;‘;r;;gflféosng;gi’dthi egn bankment of the Arni river supplied
: statement. The fluctuations and oenes
< o) -

rally low numbers are due
progresses. . to the constant change of locality as the embankment

11. The Executi i i
ive Engineer; Buckingham Canal, whom T had addressed respect- i

3 . 3 . .
B0§1‘_Od l:sl é’zroceedmgs, dated 12th March 1891, ;ﬁ%’othe' ((lllversmn of the canalnear Pulicat,
Live iy rmeéd me that he does * not propose to

to other than those °0°1ieS,Specia'1'1y sent » bgive employment on famine-relief works

the i S the Rev .
e inapplicability of the phrase “ famipe reli):af ”ewhgzle::llileer(? izpztl;?r;mf];;ninle l::f(i 107‘1':111.

.to make a representati ; :

affirmed by thI:a Boaid :1)1?1 Ogytg;svlemhcy , which, I understand, is perhaps about to be

and of course, if the policy is ad rnment. 1 venture this criticism with deference
12. In the first place we ngtt(ild’ [ shall th my best to make it a success. .,

go round a number of villages Sel?e officers to issue tickets. Each of them mus

would not employ, and to thes:e si

expected, if I am not mi ck, weakly or aged people issue ti 5
for perhaps some 10 or isgaﬁll;, that these poor thingsgwillporalﬁjhiff; ewt;;léett;'e\ir I\:«'a?
seems to me they will do nothis, present their tickets and be taken on the works. It
part with it to some able-bodi d“g of the kind, but will either téar up the tickét or
€d person, Then the Inspector, ag the Il)Jext step, will

be obliged to persuade and promi :
a persenally conducted exe 1§- sionl,se, until he may (or may not) gpcceed in ‘organizing

13. Now how does thi . -

sipiiiiiie systoin e hav: :gm%)are in point of ease in working, with the almost

a1t Seosdudiiy “ookie; ‘Wl onnéri and Kadur? We open %he .works- eople

may be asked, if people i toczﬁ Increase the task of the able-bodied ax’lols)s

the other system. The answer flese works, why will they not come to w{ogrk; under

Suchrud i tHey Gilie’; seodfia) 18 twofold : first, the doubt whether they. will be

practice that only the e d'y(i under the come-if-you-please system it 'syfound in
1ed come,"and out of their excess eaz',niﬁg heI; to support

their infirm kinsfolk. '
fJ I now drop the comparison, which I hope needs no further -

apology.*

#3-A. Tiruvallir.—
Jlls, witli & rain?ali”c') ; aoaiitrl:le lflth a thunderstorm gathered near the Négaléimmm
ot an inch from Uttukotei eastward to Tarachi, and

one-tenth of an inch at Ti ; -
TParachi, at Tiruvallir. * No. rain 1:0 speak of fell a few miles east of

14, In its.P i : '
(paragraph 4)-thatr(;ce$v(3)lrnl§i’1aga Eed 24th February, No. 101, the Board remarked
that works at Uttukotei and Ka een opened at Kannipperu on 17th February and
upon paragraph 17 of my re Oréga Y.akkan} would shortly be started. This was based
No. 102, whors I quoted e B g, dal February,
ive out the f @ neer as writing th o
g e former work on the®17th, and would see .Wh;l:%zpfllgti)};%ﬁg x:;‘:ﬁnl?eegdal“ﬁ

"to the others. I
were ordinary c;lnttl;::‘: I:f;f:mf:;tl would observe, it clearly appears, that the works
, but it was obviously meant and expected that they

would, to kome extont, rolieve the pressure. On the 25th February the Commissioner

ak . ¥
aken in hand may be roughly estimated at 500. Of -

an i
d put it on ponds for ensuring a supply of water .

ct
, as I understand, those whom a contractor

L
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rks Departmeﬁt fo start these works as quickly as

wrot lic Wo i
rote to me to get the Public W< the 4th Mirch Mr. Burlton informed me

e asthle ordingly. On
possible, and I took steps accor . y,-akkam nor the Kannipper contractors would get

that he supposed neither the Kagavakkalll "o, ; >
nr woigh or  monthy and spoke of K Desg IRECCE S, ot ot
s 1 1 ona .. 1
work departnientally without adCiHios he wrote.on the 6th that he frad ordere(’l
: * Since commenced. * Kannipper and Kagavakkam tanks to be
put in hand sharp. Af this .stage 1 received a disquieding demi-official letter from
the Deputy Collector about the Periapalayam tract and started on the 9th morning
to inspect it. - While there with him I received his official report, dated*the 8th,
in yhich he thus expressed his fears even more strongly : “1 am of opinion tha‘
» .

starvation has fairly commenced. . ‘
15. :od by Mr. Pinto, whom I askeddo show me the worst villages

he Had beéﬁctc)omliagspeétg 1 on-the gt}; Kannipper (173) and three villages due south
et itt on: the 10th Pandalam (162), Sulmeni (160) and.l)alavakkam (212) on the road
to Dttukotei. and north of if, Sengarai+ (210), Kayadal (205) and Mukkarambakkam
(201); on tl,le 11th Seujiagal’am'(%g) and Tarachi (227) on the road to Uttukotei,
and striking south-east from Palavakkam,. Kal’pa.ttu (156) and Vengal (197)3 and on
the 12th. Magaral (86) sout of the Kortalaydrin the fork of the roads, Karanei (87)
IR ard in an appendix my notes, in which I have stiiven as

‘and Kodavali (88). I for¥

definite facts. )
stances of the villages vary considerably. In some
thereiisa ool - deal of ground-nut growh, which is now being harvested ; in some
it gie et chiefly under wells, amounts to over 200 acres; n others’

lv 10 acres under wells. In very few villages

there is np ground-nut and perhaps only 3
is there é)uf%ci:mt employment for all the laborers even now in the ground-nut

harvest ; nor will the case be materially altered in 15 to 20 dz}ys’ time when the r_agj,
and other well crops come t0 maturity. These crops look in wonderful condition,
but the population 13 pased on the larger demand for labor made by rice cultiva-
tion and on higher wages than are paid at present. I should say ata rough estimate

be employed, and those who get employment

th guar the laborers cannot. .
Copting the 1 di?).ls o ferm Jaberers on fixed pay) have their wages largely

far as possible to get
16. In this tract the circum

reduced. : ; .

. 17. This state of@ings has led the poorest classes to fall back on unusual food.
The rice crop 1§ generally weeded of a large seeded grass called mdvaragu (powder-
‘millet), but the withering of the rice has this year preserved the grass, and 1ts seeds have
Takivatost gratefully used. The ordinary field-ant collects and takes to its holes the
seeds of many other grasses; and many Persons are engaged in digging up these holes
and making use of the seeds, which include those of grasses called_ar_lvrutthan,
o aleng { Cynosurus Byyptins), pari-val (Daclylis spicata) and kudirei-kolambu
(horse’s hoof). I saw a oo deal of these seeds’ and saw the method of ecollection.
Generally, three persons work together—on€ digs, one takes out the seeds mixed vylth
the earth, and the third separates the seeds from the earth ; but the day’s work gives

a very scanty meal. ‘ :
17-A. With such expedients it is to be expected that the physical condition of

os ould wear the appearance of starvation ; yet it is not so. Of

the poorest classes W J o ‘_Dy e vt as’ ik kin -

the people of the 17 villages inspec A .
Kannipper.—Except a-fow syphilitic and other old cases, no caso fee

notice.
Purivakkan.—
children are begmning
General appeara
it all, below par. ; 3
: Perumudz’valckam.-—Of 929 men and boys, seven seem an®mic, of whom two are
and 27 children, they might. be called rather low ; but three

. Of 18 women
'ﬂ(\iﬂ?::zmez? with five children seem on the turn from good to bad.

One Pariah boy looks ansmic; four or five Paridli women and

to fall off. - :
nce of 40 women and 67 children of other classes, slightly, if

Bt < B 5
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Nei-veli—0f 54 men and.bby (ryots), one man below condition. Of 103

womnien and children,.7 or 8 gétting low.
The Pariahs in fair condition. .
Tandalam.—Twenty men seen ; condition fair. : -
Sulméni.—No remark. : -
Palavakkam.—A. prosperous village.
Sengarei.—Satisfactory. : .
Pariahs.—8ix men all right; 12 women and 14 children ; here, perhaps, a
slight falling off, but nothing definite. 4 ;
Kuayadai.—Eighty-three Pariahs examined ; condition normal. . =
% Pudukuppam—(Hamlet of Mukkarambakkam).—Ryots, .all right. Pariahs,
en and boys as usual, women, as usual or a trifle below par. :
Senjiagaram.— As usual.

: Tarachi—Paracheri.—Out of 117 persons, five boys seem below par, . but
their.fathers possess cattle ; a girl und a baby have Tever; two children seem rather
pulled down ; the rest as usual; but perhaps there Is a very slight falling off in the
women and children. ]

Kalpattu.—No remark,

* «  Vengal.—No distress. ) -
Mdgaral.—A*good deal of distress, but no perceptible falling off in physical
appearance. : : . : :

Karqnei.—Women and children not being properly nourished. The Deputy
C«_)llector thinks they are on the turn, and he may be right. A very' poor village,
with only 10 acres under wells. Balance of kist Rs. 200, of which I stopped the

“collection. -

Kodavali.—Women and children perhaps a trifle below paf.

. 18. The result of my inspection was to convince me that this tract cannot now
afford to rely upon labour supplied by contract works, but must have departmental
work at once. For this I believe Mr. Burlton requires another overseer, and I beg
: that the Public Works Department may

* The Superintending Engincer has telegraphed .be addressed to give him * one. The
for one to South Axcot.

+ Of this, Rs. 1,750 is for unskilled work, Vadamadurei tank, for which gn estimate
o . . for Rs. 2,410+ Jas heen sent to the
Superintending Engineer, to be followed by the repair of the Yadamadurei and Kaga-

vakKam supply-channels. A regular programme will be sent in two days.

19. I enclose a statement showing the number of persons employed on the
several works. .

——
- X

ENCLOSURE.

From M%Rt.ly TChI:T FALg%?stHActNPRﬂ AIYAR Avargal, B.A., Deputy Collector, General
uties, Chingleput Distriet, to the Collector of the Chingleput District, dated Kgnnur,
R e L i g b e

With reference to yonr personal instructions and to your reference on No. 118-S.L.R.,

received on the 8th instant, I have the honor yo report as follows.

. 2. Lleft Smdépet on the morning of the 2nd instant and reached Poonamallee in the after-
noon. On my arrival there, T asked the Deputy Tahsildar if he was aware of any increased influx
of paupers there, and he'said no. T then wanted to see Major Woodhouse and enquired about his
whereabouts, when I learnt that he had just then left Poonamallee on ten days’ leave. I have
thus not had tie advantage of ascertaining from him personally all about the paupers regarding
whom he'wrote to you. I understood, however, that: his clerk as well as the Police station-house
officer and the cantonment sanitary inspector could give me all the required information. 1 then
sent word to the latter two officers to meet me next day at the Cantonment Magistrate’s office.

" On going there next morning andiilaking the needful enquiry, I learnt that the beggars who

troubled Major W oodhouse were mostly residents of the cantonment and that only two of them
were recent arrivals fron} outside. - I asked the hedad constable to try and produce before me some
of the beggars and waited for them for some time, employing my time in ‘the. meanvrhile in

B

work I would suggest is the repair of the -

- 11re Aprin 1891, No. 296, REVENUE. - *5

A~ A A SIS IS P AL ol i

examining the sub-treasury. Only one beggar, #® old woman of ahout 70 years of age, was
produced by the head constable who stated that she was one of the two persons who had come
from outside. I then entered into a conversation with her, in the course of which, she stated that
she was living in Bangalore before and came to Poonamallee about 4 or 5 months ago, that she
had a house at Poonamallee but that its occupants would not allow her to enter it, and that she
had consequently to lead the life of a beggar. I then left the place and came away fo my resi-
dence, leaving instructions with the head constable and the Sanitary Inspector to collect all the
beggars in the evening when, I said, I would call again at the Cantonment Magistrate’s office.

3. Accordingly, I went there again in the evening and found 13 paupers collected together
and kept ready for my inspection. Two of them*were males and were suffering from corrosive
leprosy. The remaining 11 were all females of different ages ranging from 30 to 70. They all
looked well enough for theirage ; 3 of them especially, who were Mahomedan women, looked strong
and healthy and were comparatively younger. They were also well clothed. One of the paupers
has a son who lives by cooly work, but his earnings are stated to be barely sufficient for his own
maintenance. Another has an unmarried daughter who cannot appear in public and she main-
tains herself and her daughter by what she is able to earn by begging. The others denied
having any relatives in Poonamallee.  All of them admitted, however, that they have been living
in the cantonment from their infancy and that they had all along earned their livelihood by
begging. The old woman who was produced before me the previous day as a foreign, beggar
admitted now that she had *been in Poonamallee for the last 10 or 12 months. When I asked
these people as to why, instead of begging from house-to-house, théy should not work in private
houses as sweepers, &c., and earn ther bread more honorably, they replied, “ Well, Sir, we are not
accustomed to such kind of work—we have managed to pull on well enough these so many years
by begging. Why should we do sweepers work now o .

4. T asked the head constable and the Sanitary Inspector whether these were all the

_paupers who appeared before Major Woodhouse. They said that there were some more but that

they were not forthcoming as they had gone about begging. The Cantonmeqt Magistrate’s clerk
who was now present informed me that the beggars who appeared before Major Woodhouse were
about 25 in number and that besides the two foreign paupers above referred to, there were a few
others who were not residents of the cantonment and who had come from other villages. He
could give me, however, no information as to where they were and why they had left their
villa8es, but stated that they never afterwards turned up before the Cantonment Magistrate.

5. Not contented with these inquiries, I drove through the streets of the cantonment more
than once, but could notice no large number of paupers. I saw a stray one here and there and-
that was all. From all that I have been able to learn from others and see for myself, I am led to
conclude that the paupers, regarding whom Maj or Woodhouse made a reference to you, aremdstly,
if not wholly, resident mendicants of the place, that they are habitual beggars and not * season ”’
paupers if I may so call them, and that there is at present no increased influx of paupers into the
cantonment from ontlying villages. A number of military pensioners draw their pensions from
the sub-treasary here ﬁ‘y month. Large payments are also made monthly by the Comman-
dant to soldiers and others of the Militansyvepartment. On these ocgasions, I understand, the
paupers under reference invariably appear and beg for a few pies from each pensioner, &e. In
this way they get a few annas each every month and it is also possible that they da some light
work oceasionally for wages though they would not admit it before me. ‘When the money
obtained in these ways is spent, they of course resort to begging. It is just possible that in a
season like this their profession of begging does not pay them so well as hitherto, but the fact of
their having been able to get on for so many years, coupled with their general disinclination to do
some work, and thereby earn their bread shows that they are not so destitute of means or resources
as they are apt to be mistaken and that they are not yet hard pinched.

g. So much for the paupers of Poonamallee. Now I shall briefly deseribe what I observed in
the Other villages inspected by me. The greater portion of the tract I visited during my halt of
three days at Poonamallee is comprised in the triangular block bounded by the western trunk road
on one side, by the Porur-Tirunageswaram road on another, and by the Chembrambakam tank
on the third. 'The villages outside this block, which I inspected, are Sennirkuppam on the north,
Porur, Valasaravakkam and Ramapuram on the east ; and Venkatapuram and Kunnathur on
the south. Leavirig Poonamallee I went to Nemam on the 6th instant and left it on the evening
of the 8th idem. During these three days I inspected the whole of the tract bounded on the north
by the Coovum river, on the west by the Tiruvallir and Conjeeveram taluks, on the south by the
western trunk road to Conjeeveram, and on the east by a line drawn at right angles to the
western trunk road from the point where the road to Tiruvallar branches. In most of the villages
I visited there was some cultivation or other going on, chiefly ragior navarai, but the extent of
such cultivation was but small and proportionate to the number and capacity of the wells in
existence. This gives occupation to a limited -number gpariahs and other laborers in each
village. The importance of the extension of these wells cannot be overrated ; the ryots would
appear to readily appreciate their advantages at this time, for I had oaly to mention the matter
to them to induce them to apply for loans in large numbers. In two or three days 23 applications
were "made to me for the aggregate sum of Rs, 4,125 and I am confident that many more will
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by doing cooly work such as reaping paddy which i i i lsoes: breaki tones

: i age ch-18 going on in some places, breaking s ,
&e., or 0y mahng and selling bratties, b;' cutting grgass, g&c. These people, however, do not
seem to ‘get sufficient work everywhere®” The parayars of Kunnathur, Malayambakam and

e G _pallies, &ec., of Ramapuram (a hamlet of quuﬂﬂkm'
cheri) and Anakattucheri (a hamlet Ot Soranjeri) represented I;o me that they were in want of
appear to be in want of employment. Some of them

A 3 - . -tment, but this
work, they said, would soon terminah, Ry M pblio Weorks Viapsriap

class; dIug:ve gadeﬁspecial itlifluiries as to the Prevalence of any"sickness among the lab;).uriﬂgf’
0 starvation or other cange bt 4r o i -exception O
115 paichoet 8 oo depraked and am glad to ‘state that, with the solitary - excep

> mi—the western i is taluk—all the villages I - visited
enjoy perfect freedom frop Rl most village of this taluk—all the villag

whatever.  In the Kudappakam -paracheri however,
fever has been prevalent for the last two weeks or so and there a,reuat I;)Ir)esem: 11; patients’ suffering

from it. . T sent for a fow ariahs, one of : tioned them
as well as the village ofﬁcelx)'s & il whom was st ffering from the fever, and questi

; e ca he si S t it was due to
starvation and the pariahs I saw diq o = ofthe sickness. None suggested that i

LV&W0 . not g , = h they said that
their daily earnings wero very small owineem to me to have been starving, thoug Y

: to"paucity of work. The hospital assistant at Poona-
mallee has been instructed to proceed to P ot is opinion as to
the cause of the sicknoss. Proceed tﬁe spot forthwith and to report to me his op :

8. Now I come to a matter which ja of.vital importance to the people as well as the cattle.

It-is water-supply. This 15 generally j i b . =
T 1 Y 1nadequate in most villages. The tanks are dry in many
glaces and it is searcely necessary to adgd thez?t the cattle are in gonsequence put to inconvenience.

t would be something if at least the : : ; ts.- This,
unfortunately, is not %he case. At Mzupply 2 wells was sufficient, for, all requiremen

; : d
yyur, g village just south of Kudappakam above referre
to, there are about 20 or 30 houses, but, there are onﬁgy gwo Weluls inoeach of “3 ich there is less than
half a foot of water. The result is that the people “are put to great difficulty. There are t'wl(x)
e o quite dry and the other contains a small quantity of muddy water whic
llis mr?t)s : ft _gg S?eégle;l?tﬂte 1’c0kdrmdk.t (lllxe cattle are consequently driven to a pool of water {gltilﬁ
s ‘am ta UK and g a di . - ¥ ! Vh
that pool also dries up, alfesing it Slt):;loe of about a mile and a half from the village

; . ; t get the
* required supply from the two wells above B peopie i ot

spring at 8
distanee.excav:ateq in the bed of a channe] rv‘:{g?}fdfemlt(ﬁ: Oﬁiﬁ&:ﬁf tgn?.esoflt‘hzo \ﬁatgr o'gtained
Afrom this spring is muddy and quite unfit g, drinking purposes, but they cannot be prevent
from making use of it until other Provision js made. The nearest place where they can get good
water is the tank at Kudappakam, hut thisds at a_distance of about a mile and the people will
not go that distance because they cannot realize the importance of having good water to drink.
Further, the supply in this tank Will also fail two or three weeks hence. A similar difficulty

;;{‘;“;‘;t irﬁgplgm a hamlet of Kuttambakam. Am udurmedu, another village, which consists

uts, suffers from K o . ¥ ay or in the other
i G : ¢ same difficulty. The su of water in R
illages I havo yet visited will last for a while yet, but by"y the end o}f)%is month it must fail
In many places unless We have 80me falls of vain in the meantime. The question of the
unprovement of water-supply, therefore, doyqnds serious consideration now. As it affects not
On?teorb‘:“;‘;ﬁézgsg’ but f&thlmgle ;lulllimber of them, thg outlay involved must be enorm}(l)us fa;le
qui y wer o1 the Taluk op theretore,
necessary to bring the matter to the B b ek, 1t sebuns,

noti t, if this has
* mot already been done, in order that otice of the Board of Revenuo and Governmen

they mqy e prepared to face the situation. As regards the
mmprovement of the water-supply in M, v : bove, I have
called for estimates from the Do e€yyur and the other two places mentioned a

A

. . he

, Lahsildar. As soon as they are receiged I shall start t

nBeedfaul works and meet the outlay from the pa:;)vision in the nex); year’s budget of this Taluk
oard.

9. T note below the result of my in.: g i ‘heries which are
included in the list you*gave me in pg;sl;l,;l ?ixe.s Tegsing thg g perboie

(1) Valasaravakkam.—There aye about 45 houses containing a population of about 240. No
sickness or starvation here. There are about 10 acres of ragi o,,lgti‘,,fﬁf,’n which give employment

to some of the pariahs. Cutting grasg : i rest. No work
available in tanneries now. The water-g o, o0y work provide work for the

is fai sent. There is a big
well (Doravu) which containg about 32 upply for people is fair for the presen

; : ot of water and the water is good. There is a kasam
close by which contains some supply usefy] for cattle.

(2) Bamapur am.—About 80 houses here. Population about 180. No sickness or starva-
tion; 10 acres of ragi cultivation ; cutting grass and cooly work give employment to those who

are not engaged in cultivation. Ng Eork available in tanneries now. Nosales of cattle for want
C

of means have yet occurred. Two exist at present, and they contain about 2 feet of water.

There is a tank at a short distance w h, if deepened, would be useful for both the Sudras and
the Pariahs. '

(3) Kovur, szimmpa(rm'cberi and Periapannicheri.—These paracheries’ are better off. No
gickness ; sufficient work available for the Present. :

-

-

. g - e .W: B e
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>
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- chiefly) ragi under wells
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BRSS ay i i of ragi cultiva-
wnathur).—About, 100 houses’nd 650 pOP“htlglfll- Eillfltly gﬁr?z quesgtqo ik
i e e loyment to some. The rest go to Ob erth se ga.riahs They make
osp R R A Grass-cutting is not resorted to by the d}; it v M
and return home in the cvenlllli}g;aL ram and other places for sale. On some x vzare 2 s bbb
e e ot Pah i\;he forego the night meal. Ty Tt le well which contains
n &1}1, v;xhen 1lt i1 sign;'-otr itvant yof means of sl&bsmtengﬁ- fTh-e;: :)sf alﬁg;ng 77. There is a tank
in which cattle were so C o dunin o fami -77. 3
7ﬁ99ﬁ ibyiros bIt '(ch % ];O:tggz (:vr:tzgr up’l‘%‘lfg will beguseful for cattle. No sickness among the
which contains abou e :

. : lation of
people or the cattle. : heri. [t contains 28 houses and a popu
(5) Kollacheri.—This village 18 pureligdl;azz(ljﬁvation. This, gives employment to about 10

T i rigi and 4 actes of ‘Ereaking stones, &c. -Work is not available always. No-

persons.  Others d°1;°°°1y ik orllé’::flh. %ﬁlt quite close to the house site is an odai in which springs
sickness, There is but a sing z >

are dug. -

e

. . L " o ; 167,
Resolution— dated 25th March 1891, No

Eiase o Grovemm'(mt'l.'ovement in the prospects since the date of the ]ztast

* 2. There has been noi;:(lipstationary’ and there has been no fsicll ({):f ri;I;,thecﬁgad?

report. Prices have rema of the Tituvallir taluk on the 11th instan B t; e
trifling quantity in a por?({{nit registered one-tenth of an inch, while in the tract fro

quarters station of the ta uk *. :+ was about a third of an inch.

i e the sub-division (Chingleput—Madurdntakam taluks
3. In the affected pfwt&Of ing to maturity, while pasturage is drying up and
| e cqm;n%()w' Minor irrigation works, * estimated to cost
water in cattle-ponds 13 g?ttlﬁﬁ these with the private construction of Well? Ishlfh
Rs. 3,000, have been started, ansi derable scale, will doubtless afford means oll 1]\1 eli-
appears to be going on on @ Cg of work. Loans for the construction of ge ? 1?1:-
hood to those who are 1n n}fe extent of over Rs. 9,000 in the two taluks afn ha ur -
already been advanped tot ed to be similarly advanced before the gnd O‘lt fe month(;
sum of Rs. 10,500 1s expecte Ablie ‘Works Department are removing silt from
In addition to these, g}eh 900 men were employed on the 14th 1nsf:ant. :
Buckingham canal on Whic namallee, thg Deputy Collector met with some pro ]eIs-
" 4. Saiddpet taluk.—Ab o0 be unwilling to work for wages. He

: mselves t0
sional beggars 'Wklxlo Pf;iiscidoftietarvati on, bht, as remarked by the Collector, the
has not met with any :

D tor’s visits were confined chiefly to villages near the Chembrambakam
eputy Collector’s vis

1 i i he water-supply,
the necessity for improving t
tank. The Deputy Collector ref:rsa 't;eneral L i e s

bu Nector is opposed 2 : i .
im;r(?‘lrgmggts at the early stages ﬁin%lsgx? general failure of water-supply suc_h};its bo
There is no reason to appre Tn exceptional cases some contribution mig
ke 5t by the Deputy Collf)(lzgotrlole villagers to improve th_e water-supply. P
made from Local Fund to ena been allotted for expenditure on mmTO; 'l% ers

5. Some Rs. 4,600, haze tanks are reported to be under repair. take vll Oaigs s
worgs in this taluk, and f’Wﬁm y a large scale, and they have z?lxeady tiﬁn balance
are eager to construct wells 8n000 and there was on the 17th instant, sh ] 1ls, in
the extent of more than Rs. lbhess’be soon lent. The construction Icg t 1;e(;se nwlv; S
ofiﬁ :: 3’%Ooéhwmc'ho:v iﬂig:gon works already in progress will su ?e '
addifion to the min

ime. :
ik e 9;‘ 1a 3 eﬁmfg a3t’1140 were advanced for the construction of wells
6. Ponneri taluk.-— o

i li tly entertained,
i :1 of the special establishment recently
up to the 1st instant and with the aid ¢ Rs.li4,860, before the end of the month. In

e alance, AT i gress in
the Collector hopes to utilize the b i five minor irrigation works are in prog
addition to the embankmentf Cif);ﬁ:s’i;?;loyed on all the works on %hel-’i 1 tSt ‘i fgth}:is;:gtléth:
s B e ot tho Colleotor’s romarksin paragraphs £ G.0., dated 2ud
was 1,528, With reference 2’ otions of Government in paragraph 1o hether capable
bkt e ? which ¢ all who seek for work, w e-ft d.? p’l‘he
§ ey Bl o 611, full'l :rl; able-bodied laborer or not, ml'lsfl l1?,;!1ea%x::llle((jto.r refers
%fop;agf frmmsgtlfatﬁ:gxletfestteroof the Executive Engineer to whic , A

ard learn ' :




rorn
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in paragraph 11 was not intended to h&e the meaping given to it by the Collector ;
and instructions-issued on the 24th instant by the Chief Engineer for Irrigation
make it quite clear that all applicants for work are to be employed ou the canal.
7. Tiruvallir taluk.—There was some delay owing to the want of overseers in
starting some large irrigation works in the north of the taluk, but the Board under-
stands that this want has since been met. On the 21st current, five major irrigation
works were under repair by the Publiec Works Department with 442 coolies, and
26 minor works under the supervision of the Revenue Department with 599 coolies.
From the Collector’s report portions of the Peryapalam tract appear to be in a,
bad condition. Some of the poorer classes are living upon insufficient food. In some
of these villages, ground-nut harvest is going on, while in some others the ragi
under wells is expected to be ripe for harvest in a fortnight or so. There is a
good deal of ground-nut in some villages and none in others, while the area under ragi
varies from below 10 to 200 acres. Neither the present ground-nut harvest, nor the
expected harvest of ragi and other well crops,  can give sufficient employment for
all the laborers.” The Collector considers that a quarter of the laboring classes
cannot get employment ; and that those who get it (excepting the farm servants on
fixed pay) have their wages largely reduced, the consequence being that the poorest e
classes are thrown back upon unusual food, such as the seceds of ¢ mavaragu,”. a
weed largely found in rice fields which have withered this year, and the seeds of
oth?,r grasses preserved by ants, and some few were seen by the Collector who were :
falling off in condition. . ~ \i

Mr. Tremenheere is of opinion that the tract in question cannot now afford to 1
rely upon labor supplied by contract works, and recomtends that the repairs of the !
Vadamadurei tank should be undertaken at c’mce asa departmental work to be fol.lowed : l(:
by the repairs of Vadamadurei and Kagavakkam supply-channels. An estimate, 4
amounting to Rs. 2,410, for the repairs 0? the tank, which includes Rs. 1,75_0 for ‘
unskilled labor, appears to have been already sent to the Superintending Engineer.
The necessary orders for the immediate commencement of these, and other large works
;}Tmt 2r{1§y be necessary, have already been issued in G.O., dated 18th March 1891,

0. X

8. No report of either the Sub-Collector or the Tiruvallir Divigional Deputy Col-
lector has been forwarded to the Board, In future the reports-of inspections made
by alFthe Divisional officers should be swbmitted to the Board. The condition of the
people in the affected villages should, be carefully noticed amd prompt wiiaten
should be given to the Board shbuld the necessity for granting gratuitous relief
manifest itself in any particular tract,

(A true Copy and Extract.)

(Signed)  P. RAJARATNA MUDALIAR,
Secretary.

e e P ———————————

To the Secretary to Government, Revenue Department.
»  Collector of the Chingleput District.. .
» Land Revenue Department.

Orper—dated 11th April 1891, No. 296, Revenue.

Miscellaneous. I Recorded.

(True Extract.) : :
(Signed) C. A. GALTON,

Secretary to Government,

«To the Commissioner of Revenue Settlement, Land Records and Agriculture.
»» the Public Works Department.

Exd. T. K. Naru§ana A‘iyangar.

80 Copies.
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Reap—the following Proceeding8 of the Board of Revenue (Revenue Settlement
Land Records and Agriculture), dated 25th March 1891, No. 167 :— ’
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Read—the following letter from J. H.' A. TREMENHEERE Esq., Acting Collector
of the Chingleput District, to the Secretary to the C’()mmibzsioner of Revenﬁe
Settlement and Director of the Departmént of Land Records and A etk
ture, dated Saiddpet, 17th March 1891, Reference on No. 884-Ene. -

. o0

In continuation of my letter, No. 698-Eng., dated 5th-March 1891. I have the
hvnor to submit the following remarks on the state of the Chingleput district.

Jssued
2. Sub-Collector’s division.—Here, as”indesd throughout the district, there is no -
Reed. - Bl _change‘ since m};'.lﬂst report, except that, on the one hand, the ragi crop under wells
nel, « 1s nearing maturity, while, on the other, pasturage is drying up and the water in

cattle ponds is getting very low.

3. I have already, as instructed by the Board, commenced minor irrigation
sworks costing Rs. 2,000 in Chingleput and Rs. 1,000 in Madurdntakam, and this will
‘have come as a welcome relief to the over-stocked labor-market, ,

4. In Chingleput Rs. 3,020 have been advanced for diggine wells. and some

ﬁs,d4’502 ]1:1 expecteél 3200 be dadga(ﬁcgd t{llils month, The coﬁ%spgnding ,ﬁgures for
adurintakam are 6,320 and 6,000. The num o : g

s o B destepiy bexj of wells under - construction .

5. Saiddpet.—With reference to paragraph 5 of Board’s Proceedings, No. 102, =
dated 24th February 1891, I beg to forward in original the report of my De )llt-‘ :
Collector on the paupers of Poonamallee. The last three paragraphs dzscrill)e Z
number of villages he has visited. After allowances made for e;aoge;atioﬁ in the
representations made to him, it does not appear that there is at precsznt Sk diskochn
calling for the immediate opening of relief works, Rupees 4,600 was placed g; h‘is dis:
posal only four weeks ago to open more minor irrigation works and twenty of them are
said to be in rapid progress.* The Divisional-officer has not properly reportéd on
advances for digging wells, but, out of a grant of Rs, 13,500, the balance at the begin-

G.0., 11th April 1891, No. 296.

APRIL.

- Nore.—Balance on this day, 17th March 1891, mng of M“.mh was only Rs. 8,370, and
M being Rs. 3,330. the Tahsildar stated that he could .not
y . surrender any of this.

6.- In paragraph 8 the Deputy Collector touches on a subject which
| be treated of here for the whole (listl‘ict—water-Supply for meﬁ] acn d“;;&le.may as well

— : ]ri : ‘ 7. The water-level of most parts of the district is near the -surface, while wells
are numerous and well supplied. Of course the water-level has sunk with the defi-’

{ : - | . ciency of rain, but even now over much of the affected tracts it ranges in depth
i ' VE "~ »  from8to 15 feet. It is thought in some quarters that by a little elamour Government
| i will beé induced to step in and deepen the wells; but «? present I see nothing which
: ; . il . . the people themselves and the District Board cannot deal with, -« % J
l 8. There is no subject in which so much pressure is put upon inspecting office A
' : ' : rs {
as the deepening of the cattle ponds. Whatever village is visited, the ﬁrgt cry is A
Season. . . _ still the same-—theh/rula.m ﬂ’ the wealthiest ryots are the most importunate, and ‘the .
’ ' itti : " demand spreads to their influential relatives in Madras and makes its way int
i:hef3 gzxili:tofr:fce gff:ggf;epﬁb;fgﬁir}?tfgmifﬂ , - press. Biitina drought it is useless to excavate such ponds as are not supglied (ivtlltlﬁ
on the state of the — in the district, springs ; and even for such, the outlay required would, as the Deputy Collector says,




the proper figures for Lang Improvement Loans

- have not been submirted; but out of a ﬁotél grant of Rs, | 8,000, the balance on the Jst -

March was Rs. 14,860, of which none coylq he surrendered. The effect of the special

0
establishment has not, been felt unti - Wt
large proportion of the I Hetr don w?lflnlb :};lgvgllloclégh when it ig certain that at least a

lab : orks, the embanl.(ment f the Arni riv i
8 or 0 the numbers shown in the appended statement, * 'Th(; ﬂuitu::l';;liloll?sV :x;lzm;glllzc}

11, i : : . :
o Executlv.e Engl.neer, Buekmgh-am C‘anal_, Whom I had addressed respect-

‘Board’s Proceedings, dated 12th - Ing the diversiop of th : icg
No. 137, &% M‘”oh. 1891, . informeq me that he dﬁgsm‘]‘a rlzgfa;ropl;lcg:ﬁ;

to other than those cooljes Specially gept » b?,l:’lf eeﬁl ggﬁ l‘ielge;; t{i‘:;?e'rleli)ejsg"gs 1::

o ko S e e b e Pt
affirmed by the Boarg and by GOV'grnlrz{;;l tWhlch, I understand, is perhaps about to be

and olfzchlrs:i] ifﬁthi p;)h'cy is adopted, | shall dovft?;uggs: Tos Igﬁ(téc;:iu; ;ﬁ;?eg: o
. In the firg place we mugt 3, b 2y ! i :

g0 round a number of villages, selzzf o;i:c(irs to issue tigkets,

would not employ, and o these gjck’ il

i(?axpec_t(leld, if T am not mistaken, that ¢},

or perhaps some 10 or 15 miles, present their +;

seems to me they will o nothing of kD Sdcd :

part with it to some able-bodieq Ii l‘:mtlhe kind, but iy either tear up the ticket or

be obliged to persuade and promise unti] h :

a personally conducted excursion, ~

mpare I point of eage I working, with the almost
° open the works ; people
able-bodieqd gangs., It
Y Dot come to works under
rst, the doubt whether they will be

may be asked, if People come to th :
the other system, The answer isesfévvggllzlsf ghy will'the

accepted if they come ; secondly, ungep the ¢ 2
i ; ¢ come-if-you-pleas it i :
fxmtﬁz oﬁl]f alile;ll();:vdl?i(i :omt% and oyt of their egcessee:ﬁgﬁrg hlglgstolell:ll;li)oﬁ
apology. ' P the comparison, whigh I hope needs no further
13-A. Tiruvalnir,—oy the 11th g ¢ .

,g;ll;i’:e‘::;ho? ;sl;f:}lli:tf ;i:hir(il(?f 0 inch from Uttukotei eastward to Tarachi and
: wvalur. No rain to speak of fo]] 4 few miles ea’st of -

-

Tarachi.,

(Palagump:l[lndt:ha?tr(;ceé%igiaga lt)ed 24th Fobr uary, No. 101, the Board remarked
that works at Uttukote; and Ka vap Pened at Kannippery oy 17th February and
upon paragraph 17 of m l;'e tgav_akkalp would shortly be started, This was {ased
No. 102, where I quot dy th P ;1; Printed in Bogrgrg Proceedings dated 24th Februa

S ont oo the Executive Engineer as writing that he hag a'rrangedr}t;’

give out the former work op the 17t
to the others. In these references, }1’ w?)llljdv:)%zld o it alegeold bo done T

were ordinary contract works, but jt :
. vl a8 obviously m R
would, to some extent, relieve the pressyre, On the g5theal'«%§; :111; ;ﬁﬁzcg:mntﬁzgigﬁg

locality as the embankment -

rve, it clearly appears, that the works* *

J

« 1

' Ppossible, and I took steps accordingly. On the 4th March. Mr.
" that he supposed neither the Kagavakkam nor the Kannip

under weigh for a month, and spoke o

— i,
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wrofe to me to get‘ the Public Works Department to start these works as quickly as
Burlton informed mé

per eontractors would get
f its being impossible to execute a certain other
nal establishment, In answer to another letter,
he wrote on the 6th that he had ordered
* Kannipper and Kagavakkam tanks to be

put in hand sharp. At this stage I received a disquieting -demi-official letter from

the D t bout the Periapalayam tract and started on the 9th mornine
toeinspi%ltftyi,t.cogs’iﬁz ih(e)a;le with him I received his official report, dated the Sth{:

I*which he thus expressed his fears even more strongly : *I am of opinion that
starvation has fairly commenced. . :

15 A anied by Mr. Pinto, whom I asked to show me the worst villages
he had b‘eerf ct(:)mlf inspectgd on the -th Kannipper (173) and three villages due sot?th
of it; on the lbth, Tandalam (162), Sulmeni (160) and Palavakkam (212) on the road
to Uttukotei, and north of it, Sengarai (210), Kayadai (205) and Mukkarambakkam

’ achi (227) on the.road to Uttukotei,

201); on the 11th Senjiagaram (239) and Tar
t(md s)t’riking south-east fg-oncl’ Palavakkam, Kalpattu (156 ) and Vengal (107) ; and on

fo 101k Magaral (86) south of the Kortalaydir in the fork of the roads, Karanei (87)
and Kodavali (88). I forward in an appendix my notes, in which I have striven ag

far as possible to get definite facts. .
16. In this tract the circumstances of thg Vil.lages vary considerably. In some

there is a good deal of ground-nut grown, which is now being harvested ; in some
the extent of ctltivation, chiefly under wells, amounts to over 200 acres; in others
there is no groynd-nut and perhaps only 10 acres under wells, In very few villages
is fhere sufficient employment for all” the laborers eyen now in the ground-nut
harvest ; nor will the case be materially altered in 15 to 9( days’ time when the ragi
and other well crops come to maturity. These crops look in wonderful condition,
ut the population is based on the Iqrger demand for Iabor made by rice cultiva-
tion'and on higher wages than are paid at present. T ghould say ata rough estimate
that a quarfer of ‘the laborers cannot be employed, and those who get employment
( exc%ng the padials or farm laborers on fixed pay) have their wages largely

work departmentally withaut additio

* Since commenced.

redu

17. This state of things has led the poorest classds to fal] back on unusual food,
The rice crop is generally weeded of a large seeded grass calleq mavaragu (powder-
millet), but the withering of the rice has this year preserved the grass, and its seeds have -
been most gratefully used. The ordinary field-ant collects and takes to its holes the
seeds of many otHer grasses ; and many persous are engaged in digging up these holes
and making use of the seeds, which include thoge of grasses called_ar;vrutt-han,
matthan-kay (COynosurus Egyptius), nari-val (Daclylis $picata) and kudlrel-kolan_lbu :
(horse’s hoof). I saw a good deal of these seeds and saw the method of collection,
Generally, three persons work together—one digs, one takes out the seeds mixed with
the earth, and the third separates the seeds from the earth ; but the day’s work gives

a very scanty meal. ; . : A
17-A. With such’ expedients it is to be eXpected that the physical condition of

the poorest classes would wear the appearance of Starvation ; yet it is not so, Of
the people of the 17 villages inspected by me, my notes show as follows : —
Kannipper.—Except a few syphilitic and other o]q cases, no case deserved

notice,

Purivakkam.—One Pariah boy looks an@mic; four or five Pariah women and

~ children are beginning to fall off

General appearance of 40 women and 57 children of other classes, slightly, if

it all, below par.
Perumudivakiam.—Of 29 men and boys, seven seem angemic, of whom two are

old cased. Of 18 women and 27 children, they might be ealled rather low ; but three

* Irula women with five children seem on the turn from good to bag,
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%c;'m(fo;ﬁ Sléga?rﬁorsllw}slu:lf tal?sorlé?{’)ifgspgz(ge V:'ll?it lfl’nplo)ted on cultivation earn their livelihood
= R . £ ch is going on ir g AL 5
fe(;r’noio y ef.:tgilgeﬁt?d rsellllmg brgtties, by cutting grass, g&c. '.ll‘i%?x;e pl:c{\:_ : ﬁnakmg stouea,
Ramapurfm villages ang (')ti e""'r)fWhere. Tpe parayars of Ktlnnaihu};e gl:la f)we‘t‘mll;-’ " uo(ti

8es e vanniers or pallies, &e., of Ramapuram (a h,amlét yoz}ni{;ln:nn;k:r!:l

cheri) and i X i
) and Anakattucheri (a hamlet of Soranjeri) represented to me that they were in want of

ork. Th
work. The ryots of Meyyur also would appear to be in want of employment. Some of them

now go to Nemam where the tank is ung o N
Rk they soid, would ston fermihabe er repairs by the Public Works Department, but this

t3 1 have made 8 )Ccial inqlliries as to h

4 1 thc l)revﬂle y 1 nf\s-s amon he Iﬂ ouriug
‘ ‘ )Ie nce Of an S]‘,‘k J & g i
classes due 1 se and am glad, to state th'rlt, with th(’r S()litar; e’YC(’l‘:t—iO; lo—f ‘

the paracheri kam— :

e st Dataiin Do B vt s de o g L vt

fever has be : : . : ever. In the Kudappak aihéri + g

fiogi it?s Iezgn}g??):a;egwf%ra:&ﬁa%ntwOfchks or so and there are at }igzs:$€ 11‘;5\;':{11‘1:;12: lﬁf‘f‘oifiv;r’
: , one of whom was suffering from the fever, and qlle;sfi‘orii od 15 Plﬁ

" as well as the village officers as to the ca
: : ! t use of the sick :
. starvation and the pariah ckness. None suggested ras ‘
pariahs I saw did not seem to me to have been starvigxf;g. t(ilou‘éll?tﬂlxte:'\ {;z;i((llufh;(z

their daily earni : , : :
y earnings were very small owing to paucity of work. I'he hospital assistant at Poona-

mallee has been instructed to proceed t ; :
s s P othe spot forthwith and to report to me his opinion as to

8. Now I come to a m ich i T, -
It is water-supply. This 1:’ gg;e;vulﬁ“h 18 gf vital impoertance to the people as well as the cattle
laces and it is scarcely necessary t y (lll(lla equate in most villages. The tanks are d; 7 in man X
% would be something if at msf tlcl) 5 th&t.the cattle are in conséquence ut to il\cabllven'oncg
unfortunately, is not the case. At %dsupply in wells was sufficient for all Prc uirements l’l‘hié.
to, there are a,bout 20 or 30 houses bu?:}:cj}]lur’ b villigo just southt ‘of Ku‘lﬁppﬂkqam above refe l’re}i
1ot » faot of water. - The.result i; iy ere are only two wells in each of which tlrere is less than
tanks, one of which is quite dry a d‘t}?t the people are put to great difficulty There are two
is not fit even for cattle to drigrk % Th e other coutains a small quantity of mlljd'd \\"iter‘ which
limits of Conjeeveram taluk and at d'e cattle are consequently driven to a pool (b)’f water in the
oot pont ol diee B sdia e gm 18{;&1109 of 'about. a mile and a half ffon% the villa (,‘ \Yhe;l
l('qutlﬁred supply from the two wells abovzczl;}:r;:&e?zeénd‘h ‘for the people, they c-am?o"c. get the
istance excavated i A consequently res : i
Siton snratod o b o sl g foscn o Nmar B ™ b watee opcaned
from making use of it until othgr r iy fqr drinking purposes, but they cannot be revented
e L tls it o Kudaptukar) I{)OZIE%lgn is made. The nearest place where they cﬁ.np et good
%‘Otﬁ%o ‘Ohal'lt distance because thej’r cgnng;sr;zg: ‘d(lﬁs':C ancerg s A B pco%le gwm
e 1 i . ¢ e 1importan . %
s iveom L5 Aot ol g Sircnge U Hading B30 e At
only of a few pariah huts sufforo ﬁuttambakam. Amudurmedu, another villaslglwar' h - ty
villages T have yet visito 3 Sl 15 . me the same difficulty. The supply of wagtc,r l:1“'3&1 c:
in many placefs e ’:zm((;r gi ﬁvshl(l)t; };zt;lblllxtl b{hthe end of t‘]))is mohth lit s fail
improvemen oY~ e meanti 2
ong gr tvs?o tv(;ﬂa‘;::rbsuutpgﬁrﬁ?ﬁéﬁ&fﬁ?iﬁ?& siiious zi)nsidgﬁ-tit)ﬁe'norfvl.le ggegtlglflfecg :112)2
uite beyond the T ,_the outlay in
geoessar yy o bﬁngzgr!;’:étf tl atlllllk or even the District Bo);rd ‘t,gh:x%e?us}tbe enorm}?us fand
o the notice of the Board of Revenue and ('}ovcrnsfxfonll:‘."itf ;\11:5 (;11-:;

not already been done, i
. y been done, in order that they may be prepared to face the situation. As regards the

improvement of thy 4 i
wﬁ)e Sy stimate: E_iﬁr :};?Pﬁ;tyglyam (;131;(1 tlisother two hplaces mentioned above, 1 have
3 soon as they are received I shall start the

needful works and meet the outl Vs o Sarares
Board. ' outlay from the provision in the next year’s budget of this Taluk

9. T note below the result of Ry : -
included in the list you gave me in n;g;;fﬁ l.n_r‘ms regarding the following paracheries which are

1y Val cakkam.—
(1) Valasararakkam There are about 45 houses containing a population of abont 240. No

‘sickness or starvati : :

e pt;:il;l:]:rebua?[?m are about 10 acres of ragi cultivation which give employment

available.in tanneries now. Thegwsg,:ass and cooly work provide work for thegl rest pNg work

well (Doravu) which contains ey ;r-supply for people is fair for the present } Th.ere' is a bi
ut 3 feet of water and the water is godd. 'Themr s kasai%

' close by which contains some supply useful for cattle

2) Ramapuram.—
Wyt 1(0 )acres 2 fpmgi . l&g‘aﬁlﬁf&hggses here. Population about 180. No sickness or starva-
are not engaged in cultivation : 1’\'(’)u Sipangecs ac cooly work give employ ent 1o those who
of mieans have yet ccenxred. Tw v“]?rk available in tanneries now. No Sales of caitle for want
! 0 wells exist at present, and they contain about 2 feet of water.

T'here is a tank at a short distance which, i
the Pariahs. co Which, if deepened, would be useful for both the Sudras and

(8) Kovur, Claimmpahnicberi and ) Rt
ickncss ; sufficient work available for theii::g}tznnw/wrz.-:These paracheries are better off. No
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tion going-on which give employment to some-
and return home in the evening. Grass-cutting is not resorted to by these paxi
bratties and take them to Pallavaram and other places for sale. On some days
at all, when it would seem that they forego t
in which cattle were sold for want o
7 feet of water. It did not get dried up even during the famine o

which contains about. 3 feet of water. This Wi
people or the cattle.

185. Four acres of ragi and 4 acres of paddy
persons. Others do cooly work, such as breaking stones, &e. al v ;

£ sickness. There is but a single well; but quite dai in which springs
are dug.

quarters station of the ta
Uttukotai castward. to

B itind ARSI
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(4) Nattam (Kun nathur).—About 100 houses and 650 population. Fifty acres of ragi cultiva-

'he rest go to other villages in quest of work
iahs. They make
they-get no work
henight meal. The monegar is aware of two instances
£ means of subsistence. There is a single well which contains
£ 1876-77. There is & tank

ill be useful for cattle. No sickness among the.

(5) Kollacheri.—This village is purely 8 paracheri. It contains 28 houses and a population of
dy cultivation. This gives employment to about 10
Work is not available always. No -

close to the house site is an 0

Rcsolu[imz—dated 95th March 1891, No. 167.

Submitted to Government.
9. There has been 1o improvement in the prospects since the date of the last
I stationary, and there has been no fall of rain, except a

report. Prices have remaine : 1 :
- . trifling quantity in a portion of the Tiruvalldr taluk on the 11th instant.. At the head-

luk it registered one-tenth of an inch, while in the tract from
Tarachi, it was about a third of an inch.
¢ the sub-division (Chingleput-—Maduréntakam taluks
chicfly) ragi under wells is coming tO maturity, while pasturage 1s drying up and
water in cattle-ponds is getting low. Minor irrigation works, estimated to cost
Rs. 3,000, have been started, and these with the private construction of wells, which
appears to be going on 0B & considerable scale, will doubtless afford means of liveli-
hood to those who are in need of work. Loans for the construction of wells have
already been advanced to the extent of over Rs. 9,000 in the two taluks and a further
sum of Rs. 10,500 is expected to be similarly advanced before the end of the month.
In addition to these, the Public Works Department are removing silt from the
Buckingham canal on which 200 men Were employed on the 14th instant.

4. Saiddpet taluk.— At Poonamallee, the Deputy Collector met with some profes-

Bl begoars who expressed themselves t0 be unwilling to work for wages. He
hat not met with any cases of starvation, but, as_remarked by the Collector, the
Deputy Collector’s yisits were confined chiefly to villages near the Chembrambakam
tank. = The Deputy Collector refers to the necessity for improving the water-supply,
but the Collector is opposed’ as 2 general rule to money being spent upon such
improvements at the early stag

es of distress. '

"There is no reason to apprehend any general failure of water-supply such as 13
hinted at by the Deputy Collector. In exceptional cases some contribution might be
made from Local Fund to enable the villagers to improve the water-supply. = |
5 Some Rs. 4,600, have been allotted for expenditure on minor irrigation
works in this taluk, and fwenty tanks are reported to be under repair. The villagers
are eager Yo construct wells on a 1arge scale, and they have already taken loans to
the extent of more than Rs. 10,000, and there was on the 17th instant, still a balance

of Rs. 3,300, which will doubtless be soon lent. The construction of these wells, 10
addition to the minor irrigation works already in progress will suffice to meet the

demand for labor at all events for a time.
6. Ponneri taluk.—About Rs. 3,140 were advanced for the construction of Yvells
up to the 1st instant and with the aid of the special establishment recently entertained,
the Collector hopes to utilize the balance, Rs. 14,860, before the end of the month. In
addition to the embankment of the Arni, five minor irrigation works are in progress 11
this taluk, and the number of coolies employed on all the works on the 21st of this month -
was 1,528, With reference to the Collector’s remarks in paragraphs 11 to 13, his atten-
tion will be dfawn to the instructions of Government in paragraph 1 of G.0., dated 2nd
February 1891, No. 67, under which «gll who seek for work, whether capable

of performing a full task for an able-bodied laborer or not, must be admitted.” The

Board learns that the letter of the Executive Engineer to which the Collector refers

3. In the affected parts©
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in paragraph 11 was not intended to have the meaning given to it by the Collector ;
and instructions issued on the 24th instant by the Chief Engincer for Irrigation
make it quite clear-that all applicants for work are to be employed on the canal.

7. Tiruvalbir taluk.—There was some delay owing to the want of overscers in
starting some large irrigation works in the north of the taluk, but the Board under-
stands that this want has since been met. On the 21st current, five major irrigation
works were under repair by the Public Works Department with 442 coolies, and
26 minor works under the supervision of the Revenue Department with 599 coolies.

.From the Collector’s report portions of the Peryapalam tract appear to be in a

~

bad condition. Some of the poorer classes are living upon insufficient foods In some

of these villages, ground-nut harvest is going on, while in some others the ragi-

under wells is expected to be ripe for harvest in a fortnight or so. There is a
good deal of ground-nut in some villages and none in others, while the area under ragi
varies from below 10 to 200 acfes. Neither the present ground-nut harvest, nor the
expected harvest of ragi and other well crops, “ can give sufficient employment for
all the laborers.” The Collector considers that a quarter of the laboring classes
cannot get employment ; and that those who get it (excepting the farm servants on
fixed pay) have their wages largely reduced, the consequence being that the poorest
classes are thrown back upon unusual food, such as the seeds of ¢ mavaragu,” a
weed largely found in rice fields which have withered this year, and the seeds of
other grasses preserved by ants, and some few were seen by the Collector who were
falling off in condition.

Mr. Tremenheere is of opinion that the tract in question cannot now afford to

rely upon labor supplied by contract works, and recommends that the repairs of the

Vadamadurei tank should be undertaken at once asa departmental work to be followed
by the repairs of Vadamadurei and Kagavakkam supply-channels. An estimate,
amounting to Rs. 2,410, for the repairs of the tank, which includes Rs. 1,750 for
unskilled labor, appears to have been already sent to the Superintending Engineer.
The necessary orders for the imme

glat zrilgy be necessary, have already been issued in G.0., dated 18th March 1891,
0. rl

8. No report of either the Sub-Collector or the Tiruvallir Divisional Deputy Col-

lector has be_er} forwarded to the Board. In future the reports of inSpections made.
by all the Divisional officers should be submitted to the Board. The condition C”]e
m ik *

people in the affected villages should e carefully noticed and prompt inti
should be given to the Board should the necessity for granting gratuitous relief
manifest itself in any particular tract, -

(A true Copy and Extract.)

(Signed) P. RAJARATNA MUDALIAR, *
To the Secretary to G R Secretary.
0 the Secretary to Government, Revenue D t,
5,  Collector of the Chingleput Distrigt. josspun
» Land Revenue Department,.

Orprr—dated 11th April 1891, No. 296, Revenue.

Miscellaneous. ' Recorded.

" (True Extract.)
(Signed) C. A. GALTON,

Secretary to Government.

To the Commissioner of Revenue Settlement Land Rocord d R ey
,» the Public Works Department. » Land Records and Agriculture

Exd. T. K.*Narayana Aiyangar.

80 Copies.

diate commencement of these, and other large works’
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