S ——






A s

bt

Da“d January, 21“

Recd,
Eney,

(‘}.“0., 21st Jan, 1889, l(: TBI
—_ T

———

= i :"'&‘"‘:r

16ru Janvary 1889, Nos. 22, 224, Reveue. |

GOVERNMENT OF MADRAS.

REVENUE DEPARTMENT.

Reap—the following letter from J. G. HORSFALL, Esq., Collector of Ganjam, to
the Chief Secretary to Government, Judicial Department, dated Chatrapur,
15th December 1888, No. 6162 :—

Tn continuation of my letter of the 9th November last, Extra No. 134, T regret to

have to report, for the information of Government, the failure of the e gt
a considerable extent of the Maliah country and the imminence of di e

consequence,

2. The Special Assistant Agent, Mr. Horne, who has proceeded to his division

and has inspected a considerable portion of the Udayagiri taluk, states that the purely

ruin-fed paddy has very extensively failed, more especially in portions of the Hodogodo

and Tentuligodo muttahs and in the Possera and Kundapothoro muttahs of the
(‘hokapad khandam, that on the other hand the lower lands generally watered by
streams are mostly in good condition and have yielded or are yielding a very fair crop,
that the country about Udayagiri and Kalingia has not suffered severely th there
too the higher rain-fed paddy crop has failed. That the Brahmanapad or Kutrikia
muttah of Chokapad has done very well and the people there have nothing to complain
of and that the Chali or Meteikia muttah is reported to be in equally good condition.
1le adds that the Linepada muttah has suffered, but not to a very serious extent. He
considers that the work now going on on the new road from Bodangi to Chokapad,
which passes through the Kundapodoro muttah, where the greatest failure has

will afford sufficient relief for the present and that relief work may be required later
on for the Tentuligodo and Hodogodo muttahs, but not at present.

3. Rupees 1,000 have been provided in the current year’s.bndget for the road
from Bodangi to Chokapad, and this work will, I trust, be sufficicnt for the present.
Mr. Horne informs me that the road cannot be completed for less than Rs, 1,500 and,
if necessary, [ will apply to Government for an extra grant. :

4. At the same time that Mr. Horne proceeded to l{;lgagm, Mr. Bell, my Senior

Assistant, visited Ramagiri and is proceeding thence northwards. His reports show
that the condition of affairs on that side is much worse and that relief works must be
gtarted if loss of life is to be prevented. |

5. On the 3rd instant he was at Ramagiri and found that there had been a partial
failure of crops —both wet and dry. He was informed by the Patro that the yield in
each was only 4 annas in the rupee, but he himself considered it would be about
¢ annas and that there was no likelihood of any real distress. On the 4th, Mr, Bell

roceeded to Cheligodo and found that the paddy crop would not exceed one-fourth
fn average crop and that the dry crops were below the average. He considers that
the harvesting now going on will give employment to the poorer people for the
resent and that later ou there will be severe pressure. On the 6th, Mr. Bell reached
Phendragiri. In this muttah things are considerably worse. The paddy crops have
failed entirely and the dry crops have yielded only one-fourth of the usual outturn.
He adds the people are even now reduced to living on roots and jungle products, and
that it is not enly the poorer classes, but all the cuitivating class that are said to be
living in this manner. ~He finds no sign of actual starvation at present, but does not
expect they will be &ble to hold on for any length of time without some kind of
relief

6. On the 7th, Mr. Bell corroborates his report of the 6th of the iri
muttsh and adds there has not been such a failure of crops since the great famine of
1866, The old folks here say that things promise to be worse this year than .
were in 1866, because they had more rain then than they have had now, that no relief
measures were taken in 1866 and that many people di .
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