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4. The capital expenditure of the year was mainly incurred on new lines
and wires for departmental purposes ; 5,014 miles of wire and cable having been
constructed. The, principal works which fell under this head are enumerated
in pages 21 to 23 of the report, the most important being an additional wire
from Hyderabad (Deccari) to Bezwada, a wire from Multan vid Sukkur
and 8ibi to Quetta, and a line connecting Assam vid Manipur and the Kubo

Valley with Upper Burma. In addition to purely departmental lines, 1,634 .

miles of wire and cable were constructed specially for Railways and were rented
to them. The working of the-last few years of the telegraph lines has shown
that the trunk lines are now nearly taxed to their full power by the traffic
which has been thrown upon them by the large number of branch telegraph
lines and offices which have been established. Further capital expenditure
will be devoted rather to strengthening these over-taxed lines than to opening
new branches and feeders, A large demand for expenditure on strengthening
the trunk lines has been already submitted by the Director General of Telegraphs
to the Government of India. |

: 5. The extensions made in -the Telegraphic system of India in the year
1887-88 are expressed by the following figures :— .

end of of
'gea-av? ':gs';-dsa. Fiiesinte.
o o S SRR L R T P 1,859
| Miles of wire and cable . . . .| 87,087 93,743 6,656
Number of Signal Ofices . . . .| 699 745 - 46

_ These extensions fall, on the whole, slightly below the ave )
' yious th‘eem A'fﬁrngeo;rzportionl%fgllxge wi-es owned b thr;%?elegmph De.
partment are specially provided for State and Guaranteed Railways for their
- exclusive use ; 32,959 miles out of the total of 93,743 are special wires rented
to the Railways. The extensions of the year were larger than usual in Depart-
mental wires and smaller in Railway ones. »

6. The following statement shows the working expenses of the year :—

' 1886-87. 1887.88, Increase,
; P R
Rs. Rs. Rs.
Working W & 41,21,873 42,92,248 1,70,375

g 2 e —

7. The most noticeable increases are under the head of « Direction
Superintendence and Accounts,” Rs. 89,714 ; under ““Line Muintenanee St
Establishment,” Rs. 42,163 ; under “ Departmental signal offices,” Rs. 1,19.053 -
and under “ Stationery and Printed Forms,” Rs. 41,085, The jnos: under
the first head is not explained in the report, but is understood to be mainly
due to the re-.organisation of the Superior Establishment of {}e Telegraph
Be%mnemt, which was earried out with the meot of ameliorating the position
of those-Officers in the Department who had suffered from the block in promo-
tion. The increase under the second head is probably due t, increase in the

ly to a replenishment of the reserve stack of staf: pir g
the Public Works Department on the construction anq Wity
‘which, as well as the cost of stationery, is not .heym ot i Tbmldmsl

~ Department in the Finance Accounts.

of the pre. .
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There have, on the other hand, been decreases in the Worki
under the head of “Repairs to Lines.” The expenditure unti{;: %hfxﬁ')e?isei:
subject to considerable fluctuation, mainly on account of the varyi iy
of damage done by floods and_ storms. The expenditure of 1887-88 was ahout
1% lakhs less than in 1886-87, but about 13 lakhs more_than in the previous
year. .

8. The following statement shews ’;he receipts of the year under review
and differs sligthly from the Finance Accounts of the year,s:;s being the ezl;i:-’
ings rather than the actual receipts of the Department ;— . :

Receths ; A : s 2 . R . .. 066,28,660
Working expenses (see para. 6 above) X oA o 42,92.248

Ner Revenvs . '3’.3,36,'4,12

9. In the year 1883.84 the net Revenue was Rs. 3,80,078, which was
only 1'19 per cent. of the Capital at that time, The rapid improvement which
has taken place in the last four years is due not merely to the .increase in
receipts (which has, however, been large), but also to the very, small increase

- which has taken Place in the working expenses. Thus—

. Worki :
. Receipts, | o8 | Net Revenue,

Rs. L " R | Rs.
o ORI S SIS GRS Co| 41,24204 | 8744186 | 880078

g TR S e il 8628660 | 42,02.248 | 2336410

The receipts have increased by 25 lakhs, but the working expenses hay
only Increased by 54 lakhs, The working expenses of the Teleg , P
ment are gll'.::larﬂy divided into the two main heads—Line Maintenance **

&

- and “Signalling.” " The followin statement shews the expenditure under th,
heads for thg years mentioned ;-f‘ % Lt xpe - | P L
S . - H 2 : % 3
AP m‘z?, W EXPENSES, T. ; : 3
Numbero:l .inliz]a‘ '::‘ £ “om,e - ‘n&ti.:in. % %?
B - i M I
1 . 8 A
" oA |Reilwey wires. * nanes, | Smallog. | Til oo S8
1888887
188788

he year v 546
than fifty per cent. in gxcoss of the average of the. 1o vy
 must, however, be remembered that the gross receipts of Rs, 66,5
‘Re. 17,07,657 for State mess ,wﬂmpme:ts Mﬁéﬂg&u
to itself, and Rs. 84,523, the amount which might have been charged ﬁ" ‘

.






‘ 6

The facilities offered by theé Telegraph system may be roughly gauged by the

figures in the columns of the statement in

i 9, whi the ine
crease in the number of miles of wires, and by the which shows the in

in the second column

. of the table in this paragraph, which show the increase in the number of signal

offices. The in¢rease in the revenue derived from Private messages hardly
keeps pace with the increase in those facilities, while the revenue from State

» np o
has inereased since 1883-84 by 113 per cent., the State m : =
: P&mt., Ildthe MWW.‘U 40 per m?‘EG rfvenue by

_15. Although the progress made in the development of the ivate
esag raffc hs been rathor slow in comparison with the faciliies afloried,

ase, both in number

7 /l

91. A new line of communication between Upper Burma and India was
ostablished during the year by the completion of the line from Assam vid
Manipur, Tammu, Kendat, the Chindwin Valley, and Ava to Mandalay. The
line is not at present much used as it is liable to interruption in parts; pnt in
time this route will be a valuable alternative route to Upper Burma. It is also
important in view of the possible connection of the Burmese Telegraph lines
with those,of China. There has been marked progress in the construction
of telegraph lines in China during the year. The Northern line from Shanghai
through the provinces of Hupé and Szechneu was completed to Yunnan, and
three offices have been opened in that provincs which is partly conterminous
with the British Frontier of Upper Burma. A comparatively short *distance *

now intervenes between the Chinese lines and the extremity of the India
Telegraph system at Bhamo. '

- 22. The operations of the Telephone Companies at Bombay, Calcutta,

"* Karachi, Madras, Moulmein and Rangoon shewed a small increase in revenue

and in the number of private lines; but the number of subscribers and ex-
change connections decreased.

93. The Government of India desires again to acknowledge the excellent

'services which Sir A. J. Leppoe Cappel, the Director .GeneralA of Telegraphs,

has rendered to the Government during the past year.

ORDER.—O f this Resolution, and of the report, be
rdered, that a copy of tl ot e Hagl v Sy

The gmmvgmment:i of Madras, Bombay, Bengal, the North-Western of State and to the Loqa.l
The Chief Commistamrns o L utb vinces, Burms, and Governments and Adminis-

Assam, ions noted on the mar-
The Resident at Hyderabad. tratlo

S Gow ¢ Rat in, and to the Government
T Mg, " Ol fr Gt Tl IS Goplon_and. the. Commis-
sioner in Sind.
Also to the Foreign Department for communication to the Residents at -
Mysore and Coorg. gn . :

Also that a copy of this Resolution be forwarded to the Director General

- of Telegraphs for information. -

~ Alsothata ¢ f this Resolution and of the Report and Appendices A,
B, and F be forwaop e&’ tﬁhﬁ,e H¢$°$wme of the Government of India
for information, and be published in the Gazeite of India.

 Colonel, B.E.,
£ SWWJ"“’ Govt. of India.

. ‘ ~

Government of India Central Printing Office—No, 1117 P. W, D.—11.2-69 920,
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