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arches do not rise with Saracenic curves from the piers; they ato sg: ntal
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rticle of ornament of any kind exists above the basement; indeed most of t
giickwork shows no signs of having ever been plastered at all. A M?
these facts leads the beholder fo conelude that the palace not only took a long time
build, but that it was really never finished. Such a conjecturs 1s apparently contra-
dicted by the fact that the lower, and presumably mesner, apartments Were
finished to the intrados with good clean cut plaster ings, griffen brackets,
and imitation earved wood ceilings, while on: the second, or floor of state, there is
only on one or two arches a coarse imitation of the ornamentation below, and higher
still, where we would expeet more finish, there exists a most inferior piece of cornice
plasterwork. Beyond these two miserable attempts at ornament there is not a vestige
to be discovered above the lower , although the stone brackets for receiving
ornament are innumerable. One is thus forced to amother conclusion that the
building was finished and ornamented, and that the ornaments have been removed for
their value, and further that the old palace, after being denuded of its treasures, has
at some subsequent period suffered a kind of restoration. This latter view is supported
by the fact that, notwithstanding the careful #nishing of the intrados of the majority
of the vaults in the lower story, there is one in ich the wooden frame and some of
the bamboos for the support of the centre still remain and the impress of the mat used
tocbvertheﬁameislﬂﬂonthendaiideofthophster. It is very unlikely that one
apartment would be car finished and the next on the same floor nof have its
centres removed ; hence it not seem to me at all improbable that after desertion
some respectable native should have endeavoured in his own way to make a residenee
of the building, and failed to earry out completely his original intentions. The period
does not appear to be 80 remote but what induiry on the spot might clear up this
point. : e gk 08030 0 . G
4. 1t is difficult at the nt time to form any conception of the finished
exwﬁwm?betrm,& projections of beyond the face of the arches bracketed
out on ied a network of Hindoo ‘cusped openings tier upon tie
not unlike the rude n{xmhon _'.'Aueeninthedmfion_mtheoentnl rtm

The Saracenic arches now ex to view are really interior work no doubt in 2
be hidden, with the Hindoo’s charaeteristic abhorrence of an arch as a form uty.
1 believe the central sereen-w, rk i‘ mentioned was repaired, if not restored, lats Y
5. The present condition of the building is highl satisfactory. It shows no
signs of weakness construetively ; 1  few pieces of wood used in the later work will
rot and fall without damage to the struct: , and the wear and tear for some years will
be confined to the crumbling of the brick and mortar cornices and possibly the fall of
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After that every structure should either be restored and made to serve usefal purposes
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Mr. Lewis to make caroful -elevations, and sections of the building to seale in all
respects similar to those of Te Naick’s which he eor at Madura. A fter this

the bm'l"lhdingoonld&e urkepamed andﬁumodintoasgte of publi oﬁeesmvery moderate
cost. The present cutcherry at Chandragiri is a miserable tiled surrounding a
small courtyard. The eaves are so low, one has to to get under the breast-
cummer, and the building altogether compares so unfavorably with the new lock-up on

the other side of the wall that it must partake more of the nature of a reward than a

penalty to leave the court for the prison. There is also at Chandragiri a police
station and a lock-up. All these could be accommodated in the restored building, and
rooms still remain available for other g :

7. That the restoration or rehabitation of this building would be extremely
popular among native gentlemen may be gathered from the fact that a party of travellers
from Vellore record in chareoal on the walls their “ unanimous regret ”’ that the
“ present Government” (1875) should interest themselves so little in ancient Hindoo
architecture. - 71

8. Bince writing the above I have ascertained® that Raja Rayaji is identical

; Bk 1y  with Krishna-raya orlaaim oly “ The Raya,”
* Madras Jowmal of Literature and Beience, and that this king constructed not the
Volume 14, page 44. A palace, but the for# on the adjacent hill
_ . early in the sixteenth eentury..

9. Venkatapati Raya, the reigning prince of Chandragiri at the close of the
sixteenth century, was conquered by Raja Udiyar of the Mysore race of kings. As I have
before stated that the palace was eonstructed by Mysore builders, we may safely infer
that it was erected after this event, and that the date I at first ed, late seven-
teenth or early eighteenth century work, is about the mark. In the a of inserip-
tions, however, it will be impossible to date with cemug anything between A.D. 1400
and 1800 without instituting a laborious investigation of numerous examples.

No. 773.

Transferred to the Financial Department with reference to endorsement, dated
5th March 1877, No. 529.

. (Signed)  J. H. M. SHAW-STEWART, Col, RE,.
27th February 1879. - Acting Seeretary to Government, P.W.D,
No. 33, . ORDER THEREON, 8th March 1879, No. 328,

His Grace the Governor in Couneil authorizes Mr. Chmholm to carry out his
proposals to employ Mr. Lewis in sketching in detail the existing building at Chan-

dragiri, and to submit, without great delay, estimates for its substantial Testoration

and adaptation. i ff;,; i) . L Lt dﬂ;.:

2. Chandragiri is & place of peculiar interest. The last Raja of the race gave
the sanad permititgl;1 the representatives of the East Indn Company to build Fort St.
George, A.D. 1639, ' Their h:aforymay be briefly notqd h this place :

1.) There was anciently a great Telugu dynasty at Waronjol in the Nizam’s
i Country eighty mge&mwt‘ﬂiyd rabad. 4
(2.) It was subverted by ﬂ?&l}o:;xe@q invaders in 1323.

or repairs to this or other monument or building until
themodwdﬂmdmmplmmmﬂvemnwmphw“m Tkl
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PROCEEDINGS OF THE MADRAS GOVERNMENT.
Undée dete tho. ) ALOMORIY
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GOVERNMENT OF MADRAS.

PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT.

Buildings and Roads.
Civil Works.

Reap—again the following papers :—

From R. F. CHISHOLM, Esq., Consultiﬁg Architect to Government (on special
duty), to the Chiet Engineer, Public Works Department, dated Chepik,
9th January 1885, No, 17.

T have the honor to report that on my return from leave, on the 4th of November,
1 at once proceeded to Madura and started all the works n to enable me to
complete a comprehensive scheme for the restoration of the old palace of Tirumal N aick
and the location of the public offices therein. Circumstances, which I will explain
hereafter, compelled me to defer the submission of this report, and, with the view of
utilising the time, I proceeded to Chandragiri for the purpose of completing the plans
and estimates connected with the preservation of that building. These papers I now
lay before you. ; ; .

B

Excosurs,
Chandragirt.

Repoxr on the old palace of Chandragiri with sliggestions for improving and conserving its
general condition, by R. F. Chisholm, #.r.L.B.4.

-

List of Illustrations.

. General survey of site.

Plans, elevations and sections of building.

4, 5, 6. Reduced copies of plans, elevations and sections of building.
View of the site from the north-east.

. Near view of the palace.

. View of zenana, central feature. -

10. Plan of old palace.

11. 8ketch of doorway. i

12. Measured drawing of window in zenana.

The old palace of Ohandragiri stends in a large enclosure on the east side of a fortified
rocky hill. In front of it lies a lovely valley shut in on the east, north and west by characteristic
hills, and closed in the distance on the south-west gide by the red cliffs of the sacred hills of
Tirnpati. Away down on the horizon further south, the perpendicular precipice of Nagari is just
visible. Liooking from one of the openings of the palaceit is diffieult to reufme the faet that this

O 00 ~FLO 0=

solitude, now only broken by such rustic sounds as the melancholy ery of a picottah man, or the

creaking wheels of some heavily laden bullock cart, was once the centre of a busy fortified town,

and yet, judging from the strength of the fortress and the remains of its many temples, a place

of considerable importance.

2. The plan shows only the inner fort ; beyond this there was q'rxo’tho: and much stronger wall

embracing & very large area, but little of this outer wall remains, ;

3, The old palace itself was never finished. In a former report I conjectured that it might
possibly have been finished and the adornments of its walls removed for their intrinsie value; a
closer examination proves to me very conclusively that such a supposition cannot be entertained.
The larger portion of the original work was never plastered at all, and the building could never
Lave been inhabited as a palace. AR il IR ey ;

4. The screen of work covering the central feature is a recent addition, and I do not think it
was the intention of the original builders to finish the fagade in this way. The older palace,
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