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A,

GOVERNMENT OF MADRAS,

"POLITICAL DEPARTMENT.

Reap—the following paper :— 3 '
From Colonel J. PENNYCUICK, R.E., Superintending Engineer, Periy4r

Project? to the Chief Engineer, Public Works Department, dated Per;
276{ Jlﬁy 1889, No. 1311-P. R’ 2 ated Periy4r,
4

With reference to G.0., No. 523 W, of 20th‘ February '1889, I have the honor
in to invite attention to the anomalous and inconvenient position of the camps
connected with this project as regards magisterial control.

9. An unfortunate® occurrence which has lately taken place has brought this.

osition into greater prominence than before. ‘ ‘ :

3. On the 2nd instant, Mr. Keeling, Assistant Engineer, fired at a o
which had come into the camp at night; the bullet went into the hut occupied by
Mr. Taylor’s gardener (a private servant), and wounded the man in the knee. It was
at first thought that the wound was slight, but ten days latér (on the i2th instant),
the man sank suddenly and died. ' "

4. The matter was reported o Mr, Maltby, thq Travancore Magistrate at Peer-
made (simply because it seemed necessary that some inquiry should be held, and there
was no one else to hold it), who sent over an Inspector of Police to inquire into the
matter. The latter’s report will QOubtless be sent to me by Mr. Maltby, and will be
gent on to Government when received. According to present information, the occur-
rence was pure misadventure, and Mr. Keeling was but very slightly, if at all, to

ame. \ .

bl 5. Tt is not, however, cloar what further action can be taken, and the occurrence
illustrates the absolute necessity of the camps being placed under the British satgios
tracy ; panchayats and departmental fines” are all very well for trifling offences,
but something more is wanted, not only for cases such as the one under reference, but
for serious offences such as may occur any day. At present, there is no one to deal
with such cases; the Madura magistracy will not acknowledge us, and we it
acknowledge, and cannot be expected to acknowledge, that of Travancore,

6. This latter point is one on which it is necessary to lay stress. We are
16t here on our own private business, but on that of the State, and it is out of the *
nestion that we should consent to divest ourselves of our rights as Englishimen,
gnd pla ourselves under the authority of a Native State. Moreover (and this
argument appears conclusive), we continue to pay taxes to the British Government.

7. The whole difficulty, and many others, would be got rid of at once by the
sourse, which T have recommended long ago, of declaring the camps connected with
the project to be temporarily British territory for administrative purposes ; and no
other course, as far as I can see, will get rid of them. This question is one entirely
distinet from that of posting a residént magistrate for the project camps; that is a
mere matter of convenience, the important point is tl!gt they should be placed defi-
nitely under the magisterial control of the District Magistrate of Madura, ,

g. To prevent misunderstanding, I think it desirable to state cleafly that we
hiive 10 complaint to make of any action on the part of the Travaneore officials ; on
the contrary, Mr. Maltby, the only one with whom we have much to do, has acted >
{hroughont with a courtesy and consideration wblch desgr‘z.es our warmest acknow-
'1edgments’ but the position is such that, with the best will in the world on the part
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: i _ N, Lt.-Col., R.E,
Lo th August 1889, ; Acling Joint Secy. to Goot., P.W.D.
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7. The suggestion that the camps should be declared to be British territory
would not, without the assent _of His Highness the Maharaj.ah, be feasible ; and, having
regard to the special provisions which have been devised for safe-guarding the
interests of British subjects residing in Travancore,. His Excellency the Goyernor in
Council would not be prepared to ask such a concession, 8o long as the powers of the
specially-appointed European magistrates of Travancore. are confined to petty cases,
and even then are under the control of the British Resident from first to last, their
jurisdiction will, the Government does not doubt, be cheerfully accepted by the officers
and subordinates who have been called on to reside within the Travancore State in
performance of their duties. . ‘

(True Extract.)

J. F. PRICE,
" Chief Secretary.

.

o the Public Works Department.

Military Department.

, Resident in Travancore.

Exporsement—dated 13th November 1889, No. 575, Political.
; Copy to the Government of India, Foreign Department.

: J. F. PRICE,
% | Chigf Secretary.
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. Raso—the following paper:— _ 2

From Colonel J. PENNYCUICK, R.E., Superintending Engineer, Periyir

Project, to the Chief Engineer, Publ}o Works Department, dated Periydr,

27:% July 1889, No.1311-P. R. e : i

_With reference to G.0., No. 523 W., of 20th February 1889, I have the honor

again to invite attention to the anomalous and inoonv::Lement position of the camps

connected with this project as regards magisterial con =t
2. An unfortunate occurrence which has lately taken place has brought this
Position into greater prominence than before. - . ;

3. On the 2nd instant, Mr. Keeling, Assistant Engineer, fired at a tiger

which had come fnto the camp at night; the bullet went into the hut occupied by

Mr. Taylor's gardener (a private servant), and wounded the man in the knee. It was
at first tho s:rgnt thg \gmmd was slight, but ten days later (on the 12th instant),
the man sank suddenly and died. -

. 4. The matter was réported to Mr. Maltby, the Travancore Magistrate at Peer-
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