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Oorps of Sappers and Miners in India.—Re-
solutiofiv of the Government of India passing
orders on the subject of investigating the
present system of accounts in the —, the inspec-
tion of the corps and the employment of the
men in peace time, &c., communicated for in-
formation and gunidance to His Excellency the
Commander-in-Chiefand the Controller of Mili-
tary Accounts.
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9. At the same time it was stated that the Government of India considered
that the present practice of mixing up the instruction work of the corps with
work paid for by departments of Government or by private persons, and also with
repairs and renewals of buildings, is not comducive to economy in expenditure,
and it was desired, therefore, that this point should also be carefully considered.
The following remarks were offered for the consideration of His Excellency the
Commander-in-Chief : — : ;

(a) In the first place it would seem necessary to determine what equip-

. ments are actually necessary for instructional purposes. This could
perhaps best be done by informing Commandants that the scale laid
down in table K, “ Engineer Equipments for India, Part I, Equip-
ment Tables, 1887,” must be strictly adhered to in future, and that
nothing beyond that scale will be allowed except on good cause being
shown. The adoption of such a course would probably lead to
special applications from the three Corps of Sappers und Miners, and
with reference to these representations it will, no doubt, be easy to
determine what modifications are necessary in the table referred to.

(b) All instructional stores should be entered in a special ledger for such
stores, separate from the ledger for ordinary regimental equipments,
and the expenditure of these stores should be separately accounted
for.in the same way as other equipments. The articles of miscel-
laneous purchase, obtained locally. by the Commandants from the
lump sum provided for this purpose, should appear in this ledger,
and the cash expenditure thereon should be specially watched.

(¢) The corps might be entrusted with all ordinary repairs to their own
buildings, but not their construction or maintenance, and with the
provision of the authorized articles of barrack furniture under con-
tract entered into between the departments which arrange these
supplies and the Commandants. The corps might perhaps make
barrack furniture for the neighbouring stations with profit to ther-
selves and economy to the State. The first contract would probably
be based on the actual expenditure of the past five years. Anything
saved out of the annual contraet allowance would be at the disposal
oi the Commandant for the advantage of the corps, but no additions
to buildings leading to future increased cost of maintenance should be
allowed without the previous sanction of the Government of India.
The accounts of the expenditure of the whole grant should be
strictly kept. 'The buildings would be inspected annually by the
Inspector-General of Military Works on the occasion of his inspection
of the corps (or by the Superintending Engineer or other officer
deputed by him who would report to him at the corps inspection).
The inspecting officer (or the officer deputed by him) would also
inspect the accounts and check some of the more valuable articles
of stock. The accounts and stock would likewise be checked at
uncertain intervals by an Inspector of Accounts from the Military
Accounts Department, in addition to the former being audited n

. , detail regularly in the usual way by that department. An annual
& wdy stock-taking under regimental arrangements should take place just
; : g - before the inspection of the corps.
(d) The work done on payment by the corps should be kept entirely
‘ * separate from that carried out for the instruction of the corps. For
the former kind of work, tools and materials, including coal, &c., for
the engines, should be provided by the corps under private arrange-
ments, the only connection Government need have with it being that
a percentage charge would be levied for the use of Government
buildings and machines.

2P .'f;'_l(?.; It was further stated that arrangements would be made for the Controllers
~ of Military Accounts to submit, in future, the annual budget estimates of the Corps
o ypers and Miners relating to the above particulars separately in advance to




.

Depawtut, 161a Serraussr 1889, No. 6345,

-Ordered that a copy of this Resolution be forwarded for information
lance to the Governments of Madras and Bombay ; to the Adjutant-General
. India ; to the Inspector-General of Military Works ; to the Controllers of Military
counts, Bengal, Eastern and Western Circles; and to the Accountant-General,
jary Department.

: » (Signed)  E. COLLEN,
Seeretary to the Government of India,

No. 2172-F.

~ Copy of the above forwarded to the Secretary to the Government of Madras,
Military Department.
bl * ® * * *®

(By Order.)

. Sha, (Signed) ~HURLOCK PRITCHARD,
19th August 1889. Depy. Secy. to the Govt. of India.

No. 169. . OrDER THEREON, 16th September 1889, No. 6345.

Beﬁort by the Controller of Military Accounts, Communicated for the information
, dated 6th September 1888.

and guidance of His Excellency the
Procs. of Govt., No. 2089, dated 21st Mar 1889. Commander-in-Chief and the Controller
;s 2815, ,, 8rdApril ,,

Adjutant-General’s memorandum No. 851.5. ©f Military Accounts, with reference to
ted 15th June 1889. * the correspondence marginally noted.

(True Extraet.)

(Signed) A. KENNEY-HERBERT, Brigdr.-Genl.,
Secretary to Government.

®

To the Adjutant-General.
Quarter Master General.
tor-General of Ordnance.
Controller of Military Accounts.
Public Works Department.
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the Proceedings of the Government of India in the Military

under date Simla, the 19th August 1889, No. 2172-F.

yrrespondence on the subject of the system under which
 of expenditure on equipments, stores, instruction and practice
s of Sappers and Miners in India are kept :—
b * * 36l
- to the Government of India, Military Department, to the Secretary
Madras, Military Department, and others, No. 1448-F, dated the

SRS * * *
ssémbry the Government of Madras, Military Departmeat, No. 6209, dated
September 1888,
i 2T x| 3 *
y to the Government o_?:India, Military Department, to the Secre-
ment of lﬁmba , Military Department, and others, No. 482-F, dated
* ¥ O * #
 the Government of India, Military Department, to the Adjutant-
sers, No. 787-F, dated the 18th March 1839. %
¢ ‘ * *
ent of Madras, Military Department,

% *

which the accounts of expenditure

iction, tie the three Corps of Sappers and
scussed last year, with the result that the Commander-
on that the present procedure in regard to the annual
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bor, issues of stores from the Ordnance
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s possible before new ones are demanded,
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9. At the same time it was stated that the Government of India considered
that the present practice of mixing up the instruction work of the corps with
work paid for by departments of Government or by private persons, and also with
repairs and renewals of buildings, is not conduecive to economy in expenditure,
and it was desired, therefore, that this point should also be carefully considered.
The following remarks were offered for the consideration of His Excellency the
Commander-in-Chief :—

(a) In.the first place it would seem necessary to determine what equip-
ments are actually necessary for instructional purposes. This could
perhaps best be done by informing Commandants that the scale laid
down in table K, ¢ Engineer Kquipments for India, Part I, Equip-
ment Tables, 1887,” must be strietly adhered to in future, and that
nothing beyoud that scale will be allowed except on good cause being
shown. The adoption of such a course would probably lead to
special applications from the three Corps of Sappers and Miners, and
with reference to these representations it will, no doubt, be easy to
determine what modifications are necessary in the table referred to.

(#) All instructional stores should be entered in a special ledger for such
stoves, separate from the ledger for ordinary regimental equipments,
and the expenditure of these stores shou!d be separately accounted
for in the same way as other equipments. The articles of miscel-
laneous purchase, obtained locally by the Commandants from the
lump sum provided for this purpose, should appear in this ledger,
and the cash expenditure thereon should be specially watched.

(¢) The corps might be entrusted with all ordinary repairs to their own
buildings, but not their construction or maintenance, and with the
provision of the authorized articles of barrack furniture under con-
tract entered into between the departments which arrange these
supplies and the Commandants, The corps might perhaps make
barrack furniture for the neighbouring stations with profit to thern-
selves and economy to the State. The first contract would probably
be based on the actual expenditure of the past five years. Anything
saved out of the annual contraet allowance would be at the disposal
of the Commandant for the advantage of the corps, but no additions
to buildings leading to future inereased cost of maintenance should be
allowed without the previous sanction of the Government of India.
'Phe accounts of the expenditure of the whole grant should be
strictly kept. The buildings would be inspected annually by the
Inspector-general of Military Works on the occasion of his inspection
of the corps (or by the Superintending Kngineer or other officer
deputed by him who would report to him at the corps inspection).
The inspecting officer (or the officer deputed by him) would also
inspect the accounts and check some of the more valuable articles
of stock. The accounts and stock would likewise be checked at
uncertain intervals by an Inspector of Accounts from the Military
Accounts Department, in addition to the former being audited in
detail regularly in the usual way by that department. An annual
stock-taking under #égimental arrangements should take place just

i before the inspection of the corps. :

 (d) The work done on payment by the corps should be kept entirely

A d separate from that carried out for the instruction of the corps. For

the former kind of work, tools and materials, including coal, &e., for

the engines, should be provided by the corps under private arrange-

ments, the only connection Government need have with it being that

‘a percentage charge would be levied for the use of Government

. buildings and machines.

" 10. It was further stated that arrangements would be made for the Controllers

of M Accounts to submit, in future, the annual budget estimates of the Corps
of Sappers and Miners relating to the above particulars separately in advance to
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Order.—Ordered that a copy of this Resolution be forwarded for information
guidance to the Governments of Madras and Bombay ; to the Adjutant-General
; to the Inspector-General of Military Works ; to the Controllers of Military
astern and Western Circles; and to the Accountant-General,

(Signed) E. COLLEN,
Secretary to the Government of India.

: No. 2172-F.
?Obpy of the above forwarded to the Secretary to the Government of Madras,

L B 5
(By Order.)

(Signed) HURLOCK PRITCHARD,
Depy. Secy. to the Govt. of India.

| No.160. Osomm tmmnrox, 16th Septomber 1889, No. 6345.

| Beﬁor;alzyhe Contrtzlle;e ofllé(ggtary Accounts, Communicated for the information
B, mper ¢ and guidance of His Excellency the
Proos. of Govt., No. 2039, dated 21st Mar 1889.  Commander-in-Chief and the Controller

Adi uta’l,xt-Genemi:s 33:2’0“’!’1&“3:'&1&}?“8151’_’& of Military Accounts, with reference to

15th June 1889. the correspondence marginally noted.

(True Extract.)

(Signed) A. KENNEY-HERBERT, Brigdr.-Genl.,
Secretary to Government.

To the Adjutant-General.

; Quarter Master General.
Tnspector-General of Ordnance.
Controller of Military Accounts.
Public Works Department.
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