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161 Jury 1889, No, 597, REVENUE.

GOVERNMENT OF MADRAS.

REVENUE DEPARTMENT.

Ruap—the following letter from the Government of India, Department of Finance and
Commerce, dated 18th June 1839; No. 3040 :—

: I am directed to acknowledge the receipt of your letter, No. 325, Revenue, dated
BEL 30th April 1889, forwarding the Proceedings of the Government of Madras in which
it is proposed that the ruling in paragraph 9 of the Resolution of this department,
No. 1648, dated the 28th March 1888, may be modified so as to admit of the grant of
compensation for the dearness of provisions being regulated with reference to the prices
not of the cheapest staple food-grain of the district, but of the cheapest staple food of

*' | the servants to whom it is intended to afford relief.
. 2. In reply, I am directed to explain that the basis of the rule which was laid
down in 1870, and the strict observance of which is directed in the Resolution of 28th

3 March 1888, is that if in any district the common food of the people has risen in price
beyond a certain point, the fact indicates a general scarcity and pressure in the

|2 district causing such distress to Government servants there employed as to warrant an
- increase to their pay sufficient to mitigate the hardship caused by high prices. The

r:?‘. change proposed by the Government of Madras would render admissible the grant of
compensation before such general scarcity had occurred.

3. The Governor-General in Counecil does not consider that the necessity for thus
extending the grant of compensation has been established, and therefore regrets that
he is unable to accept the proposal, which would, moreover, complicate the rule and
might lead to the result that in the same district and at the same time some Govern-
ment servants of the class for whose relief the rule is intended would be in receipt of
4 compensation for dearness of provisions while others were not.

OrpEr—dated 16th July 1889, No. 597, Revenue.

Recorded.

2. With reference to paragraph 3 of the
above letter, it is observed that as in this
Presidency all classes of Government servants are habitually rice-eaters, the difficulty
anticipated by the Government of India cannot arise.

8. 8o far as the Ganjam district is concerned, the inquiries made by His Excel-
lency the Governor during his late tour in that district showed beyond doubt that rice,
not ragi, is the staple cultivation of the district and the staple food of the people, five-
gixths of whom, incloding many of the very poorest, eat nothing but rice. The per-
centage of the acreage under rice to total cultivation is also 67, whereas the percentage
as regards ragi is only 19. 1In these circumstances, His Excellency the Governor in
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lst Avausr 1889, No. 482, FiNANCIAL.

GOVERNMENT OF MADRAS.

FINANCIAL DEPARTMENT.

AEAD—the following papers : — ’
G.0O., dated 25th July 1889, No, 638, Revenue.

G.0., dated 26th July 1889, No. 640, Revenue.

Order—dated 26th July 1889, No. 640, Revenue.

His Excellency the Governor in Council resolves to direct that the foregoing
order shall not be held applicable to the rates of money wages and rations payable
under sections 185 and 186 of the Famine Code, which will be calculated accordin o
to the retail price of ragi not with reference to that of rice.

(True Extract.)

(Signed) C. A. GALTON,
Seey. to Govt., Rev. Dept.
To the Collector of Ganjam.
,, Commissioner of Revenue Settlement and Director
of the Department of Land Records and Agriculture.
y,  Financial Department.
»  Accountant-General.

Copy to the Commissioners of Land Revenue.

Orper—dated 1st August 1889, No. 482, Financial.

Recorded.
(True Extract.) g P
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To all Heads of Departments.
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Exd. W. H. French. %
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