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GOVERNMENT OF MADRAS.

PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT.

b i e e

General.
Account.

Reap—the folfowing papers :—

From D. C. GORDON, Esq., Examiner, Public Works Accounts, to the Secretary
to Government, Public Works Department, dated Madras, 25th February
1886, No. 125 W.

With reference to paragraph 5 of my office note No, 675, dated 25th November
1885, I have the honor to submit, for the approval of Government, a set of formsfand
instructions in view to giving effect to the requirements of the Government of India
(vide letter No. 277 A.G., of 30th October 1885, printed with G.O., No. 2950 W,
dated 9th December 1885).

2. The General Superintendent, Presidency Workshops, has tested the forms in
their general character, and though T have somewhat modified them since they were
so tested, the alterations will not cause any practical difficulties in their compilation.
"The annual administrative accounts of the shops will be prepared as heretofore, the
introduction of the forms now proposed affecting only monthly procedure and accounts.

3. Provision has been made for charges on account of—

Additions and repairs to block,
Sanctioned permanent establishment,
Purchase and repairs of machinery and plant,
being debited to the Provincial budget grant under—
Original Works.
Repairs.
Establishment.
Tools and plant.

4, Charges, outturn, and balance on works done in the shops will be recorded
in a special suspense account, termed the “Workshop manufacture suspense.” In this
_account will be included *raw materials in hand,” i.e., for current use, the object
being to obviate the ineonvenience which the General Buperintendent represents
would be caused by obtaining all articles required for immediate use from the Stores
division. The value of materials charged under this head is not to exceed Rs. 5,000
at any time.

5. A subsidiary account, termed sales,” is proposed, chargeable to the budget
grant, for the purpose of recording deposits, which are compulsory prior to commence-
ment of work in certain cases and for adjustments in advance of completion of work
(see Code paragraphs 2283 A to 2283 E).

6. With reference to Code paragraph 9283 D, it is proposed that ¢“jobs of a
trifling character ” may be considered to be works estimated to cost Rs. 2,500 and under
for which monthly adjustment in anticipation of completion will not be considered
necessary. ‘

7. Work done for the Public Works Department will be billed for “at the cost as
brought into the workshop manufacture suspense account, that is, at the actual cost of
Jabor and materials plus a percentage of the general and contingent charges of manu-

, distributed at the diseretion of the General Superintendent to the works in hand.
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who engages to carry out a work for a lump sum. This arrangement 1s a favorable
one for the Public Works Department, and altogether I am of opinion that it may be
tried ; for, in the event of alterations being made in an indent on the workshops, a
revised estimate would also be made so as to adjust the probable cost.

4. The Examiner proposes, in note 2 on form 7, that no work is to be under-
taken for municipalities, &e., before the whole estimated cost has been paid. There
would then be no debts outstanding ; but Mr. 0’Connell thinks credit should be given
to municipalities, firms and persons of position ; and proposes that the enforeing o
payment in advance should be left to the discretion of the General Superintendent.
(Cases will happen at the presidency town where emergent work has to be done
without estimate and without regard to cost ; in these cases prepayment of a definite
sum cannot be made. But as contributions from Loeal Fund Boards are credited to
the Government before work is carried out by the Public Works Department, the
same system will probably be followed with advantage when orders are sent from the
districts to the workshops.

From H. O’CONNELL, Esq., General Superintendent, Public Works Workshops,
to the Superintending Engineer, V Circle, dated Madras, 5th March 1886,
No. 1867 W.

1 have the honor to request that you will be good enough to obtain the sanetion
of Government for the grant of Rs. 1,50,000 for the operations of the Public Works
W orkshops for the year 1886-87.

9. As the workshop isnow open to all departments of Government and the
general publie, T have inoreased the amount applied for last year by Rs. 50,000.

Endorgement on the above.
No. 5050.
Recommended to the Chief Engineer, Public Works Department, for sanction.

(Signed) H. I. PRENDERGAST, Colonel, R.E.,
11th March 1886. Superintending Engineer, V Circle.

Office note from the Examiner, Public Works Accounts, dated Madras, 17th
March 1886, No. 942,

Your office note No. 1065 C., dated the 16th March 1886.

According to the proposals made in my letter No. 1256 W., dated the 25th
February 1886, the system hitherto adopted of sanctioning an annual lump sum
ostimate for the workshops will have to be discontinued, and, like an ordinary division,
the workshops will have to be provided with budget grants from Provincial funds
according to the requirements of the Executive Engineers under the following items
of expenditure :—

1. Original Works, Civil Buildings—Additions to block.

2. Repairs, Civil Buildings—Repairs to block.

3 Tstablishment—Sanctioned permanent establishment.

4. Tools and Plant—Purchase and repairs of machinery and plant.

Orper—dated 30th March 1886, No. 858 W., Public Works.

The introduction in the Presidency Public Works Workshops, from 1st April o
1886, of the modified system of aceounts: proposed by the Examiner, Public Works /L—"
Accounts, is sanctioned: _
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