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GOVERNMENT OF MADRAS.

LOCAL AND MUNICIPAL DEPARTMENT.

Reap—the following papers :—

From J. G. D. PARTRIDGE, Esq., Chairman, Municipal Council, Trichinopoly,
to the Chief Secretary to Government (through the Collector of Trichinopoly),
dated Trichinopoly, 30th April 1889, No. 16.

With reference to your memorandum, dated 8th instant, and your endorsement,
No. 324, of the 10th instant, I have the honor to annex herewith extract from the
Proceedings of the Municipal Council, dated 27th instant, giving their views and
proposals on the water-supply scheme prepared by Mr. R. A. Oldham, of Calcutta.

2. The great importance of the scheme, and the urgent necessity there is for
undertaking it at once, have been sufficiently explained in the report submitted by the
Council in July last and embodied in G.O., No. 899 M., dated 13th August 1888.

8. A copy of Mr. Oldham’s report, and two tin cases containing the original
plans, &e., which accompanied it, are herewith forwarded for consideration of Govern-
ment in the Public Works Department, as desived in paragraph 1 of &.0., No. 899 M.,
dated 13th August 1888.

4. It will be observed that the Council have modified their original rough
estimate of additional income in several particulars. They have decreased the water-tax
by Rs. 1,000, and the incomes from the grain market and additional fees in the present
markets by Rs. 1,000 each, while they have added a sum of Rs. 2,000, which they are
confident will be obtained by a careful revision of the house-tax. Besides this, the
estimate an increase only of Rs. 4,500 instead of Rs. 5,000 from the half-share of the
tolls. They consider these estimates to be moderate, and that they are not at all likely
to exceed the actuals.

PR

INCLOSURE,

Extracr from the Proceedings of the Municipal Council passed at the special meeting held on'the
27th April 1889, ; .

* * * *

Read memorandum from the Chief Secretary to G{Wernment, dated 18th April 1889, requesting
to forward at the earliest possible date the Views and proposals of the Council on the printed
report addressed by Mr. R. A. Oldham, of Calcutta, on the Trichinopoly water-supply
scheme.

* * * *

The Council offer the following views and proposals on the water-supply scheme prepared by
Mr. R. A. Oldham, of Calcutta.
The scheme covers a supply of pure water—

(1) to the most crowded and cholera-stricken parts of the town, viz., Fort, Marsackpett and
Sengolam, containing a population of approximately 60,000 people. This is estimated
at Rs. 2,50,000.

(2) to the two sepoy lines situatgd near the old Tanjore and Dindigul roads, respectivel
at the outskirts of the town, calculated at 8,000 head. This is to cost Rs. 32,413,

(3) to the South Indian Railway Company’s station in the cantonment, calculated at
100,000 gallons daily. This is to cost Rs. 87,195.

Engineering, contingencies and supervision, Rs. 39,951.

Ys

The total: cost for the whole scheme will be Rs. 3,59,559, or, in round figures, Rs. 3,60,000,
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Ways and Means.—It is presumed that the whole amount
at 4 per cent. under the conditions laid down in G.0., No. 322 T,.,
Relying on this, the following calculations are made regarding the annual cost

Interest on loan of Rs. 3,60,000 at 4 per cent.
Provision for sinking fund at 2 per cent.
Depreciation of machinery, &ec. at 13 per cent.
‘Working expenses as reckoned by Mr, Oldham

Total
Deduct—

(1) Contribution on account of sepoy lines already promised (G.0.

No. 1490, dated 27th February 1889) ¥ i
(2) Contribution from Railway Company towards working expenses.,

Interest and sinking fund provision at 6 per cent. on Rs. 42 000

e T D P R A N A I s ik AP

will be advanced by Government
dated 8th February 1889,

of the scheme :—

RS.

14,400
7,200
5,400

20,000

47,000

—

) )

3,000
4,000 and

(tke portion of the initial cost to be borne by the Company) .. 2500

Total

The Council will have to provide for a yearly sum of Rs. 37,500,
To meet this yearly amount, they now estimate the following :—

Water-tax on the portion of the town supplied 2 G oA
Income from the grain market and cart-stand to be opened in the
old district jail buildings e % ih 1
Revision of house rate .. o 5 i i §5 G
Saving in expenditure by the abolition of the present water estab-

lishment for tanks, &ec. gt A 8 :
Additional income from markets by raising the fees . . 544 2
Increased contribution from the District Board under tolls—uvide

paragraph 4 of G.O., No. 138 M., dated 4th February 1889

Total .,

 This leaves a deficit of Rs. 15,000.
The Council consider that Government ghould be re

9,500

RS.
7,000

3,000
2,000

3,000
3,000

4,500
22,500

—

quested to contribute Rs.

g . b S 1,500
more for the Sepoy lines, as Rs. 4,600 will be g fair contribution to cover the ini: 200 a year

extension to the lines and the share of the yearly working expenses as shown below :

Interest, sinking fund and depreciation at 7} per cent. on Rs, 32,000

(cost of extension) o 43 jog e Uik
Share of working expenses on 80,000 gallons’ supply

Total

At any rate, the Counil think that tho scheme cannot fairly bo extendeg
Rs. 4,000 per annum is contributed by Government.
This will reduce the deficit to Rs. 14,000,

The yearly balance of revenue bver expenditure at present is about Rs. 5,000. Thig
ently required for the dra

cannot be entirely exganded on the water scheme, as it is urg

the town, which has hitherto been neglected, Rs, 2,000 may, h

al cost of the

RS,

2,400
2,000

—

4,400

—

to the lines, unlesg

.amount
nage of

owever, be availed of fr i
e om thig

These are all the available resources which the Cogneil can think of
a deficit yet of Rs. 12,000, Unless a further contribution equal to this
Local Funds, the Municipality will be unable to undertake

The Council beg to suggest that the present rates of

- at p1£e§ent, and there is
mo i
the scheme, Ot 18 given from the

tolls may } d
levied at half the maximum rates at present. By this means the Loy ¢ doubled, as they are

: e Liocal Fund
to su ;}:lly Rs. 12,000 a year without any entrenchment upon their pr

e Council unanimously agree to undertake the s

Board wil] be able

esent income,

2 cheme prepared }
terms. - The supervieion of the work will be entruste d:th MeSSl‘S-POldhay Mr, Oldham on these

willing to superintend the comstruction of the works for 3 per cent. on
Rs. 8,20,000. |

m, who are

apparent]
the tota] cost o);

> ,.-’-/ vl
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i 1 i ill be no fear
letion are put in charge of the Railway Company, there will
of augflfx}}:al?;;:snoii (tlﬁglg:t;g-suppll;, as there woult% be if they v;eret }l1n unprofes51oEglgh:.fn$é
il look this arrangement as absolutely necessary for the proper working of
g‘clﬁ?zn?:.un?tl i: (x)lot 1illlzg(?nded to charge the Railway Company any water-rate upon their buildings.

v —_—

No. 46—2.
Forwarded to Government.

i i i : to the necessity of
2. The delay in holding a meeting on the matter was due . .
waiting 'I;o: a re%ly from the Agent, South Indian Railway, on certain points on
which Mr. Willock asked information. The Agent has now sent me a copy of his
letter to Government, reporting on the scheme; and from that letter, and the report
of the Chief Engineer of the Railway, I see that the Railway Company is favorable
to the scheme.

3 sity of having a supply of pure water for Trichinopoly town has
been Oz'lbrfx?lflaf:let(lz;s retaZognized, and I nI()aI;d not enlarge on it. Furthe;, Mr. Willock’s
report on the project, forming an enclosure to this office letter, ((lated 20th July 188}?,
No. 63—2, printed in G.0., dated 13th August 1888, No. 899 M., shows that tl ¢
scheme now forwarded is the only scheme that would really furnish a pure supply.
This scheme is therefore a necessity.

4. T was present at the meeting that passed the scheme. The figures relating
to income given in the extract of proceedings forwarded, were all carefully discussed,
)
and may, I think, be taken as correct and reasonable.

5. Ouly two of these figures require notice ; (1) the increased contribution asked
from Government, and (2) the question of the raising of the tolls.

] first of these, the Council have, I submit, made out their case.
Theirb'es‘t\;rsn:tx(;etth the annual cl,mrge for interest, sinking -fund.anc_i depreciation, on
the portion of the capital spent on thg extension to the lines, is, in fapt, below th.e
mark ; for they put down the capital itself at the bare cost of construction, and omit
all account of the 12 per cent. allowed for engineermng and contingencies. The
annual cost to the Council, on account of interest, smkmg‘ fund, gnd depreciation on
the Rs. 36,465, the real initial cost of the extension to the lines—uvide paragraph 20 of
Mr. Oldham’s letter—will thus be Rs, 2,735. It \Ylll not pay the Couneil to extgnd
the work to the lines, unless Government pay this sum plus the annual working
expenses of that extension, plus a sum to represent a fair profit to the Couneil, suffi-
cient to reimburse them eventually in the expense of the initial cost of that extension.
The annual working expenses of the extension is theoretically Rs. 2,051, that is, the
proportion to the total annual working expenses, Rs. 20,000, for a daily supplg dfi)f
80,000 gallons, out of a total daily supply of 780,000 gallons ; but as a fact, l:;hle)ela ;
tio,nal working expenses entailed on the Council by the extension would problq hy not
amount, in reality, to more than a few hundred rupees, as the ext? {:sﬁll 1(53 menil
required would be something very small. As to the annual profit, w ;cth e : ounc
must look for, unless Government would prefer to bear the 1m.t1al cost of the ex 1(inslon,
it cannot, I think, be put down at less than Rs. 1,500, that is, 4 per cetnt. on t 4: lf'OSt
of construction ; raising the total annual .cqntnbntmn'by Governmtﬁl t<l>1 some; ;xlllg
over Rs. 4,500. Tt will not pay the Municipal Qouncll to extend the Zc &r)n.e od ;
lines, unless the Government contribution 18 raised to at least R:h R} i l?nt'
earnéstly request that the Government would be pleased to aameb (e} contribu éo_n
accordingly. A contribution of only Rs. 3,000—the sum agreef to | }; ozergmenand
would only partly cover, if it did cover, the annual cl}arges or in f:;esh’ 0:y .
working expenses ; and the Council would, therefore, if thgy.e.Xi?cu . tIe work on
those terms, practically make Government a present of theogl'ltllaat?l)f . tsame:;v:zi
that Government have hitherto been only asked for Rs. 3,000 ; but the facts wi
fully known then. .

y7. As to the second point, viz., the tolls, the proposal is ﬂtll(: Olgy wia% on;. ;)Sf thg
difficulty, and will cause no hardship. I shall put it befor.fi e Local Fund Boar
at their next meeting, and have no doubt they will agree to it.
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8. It is intended to place the whole of the works, on completion, under the
management of the South Indian Railway Company. I regard this as an essential
feature of the scheme ; and as it will be for the interests of the Railway Company
themselves, 1 believe they also will prefer it.

9. There is one point not touched on by the Chairman or the Council. Mr.
Oldham would appear to have made a mistake in his calculation of the sinking fund.
An annual contribution of 2 per cent. to a sinking fund, so far as I can see, pays off
a debt in 30 years, i.c., of course allowing 4 per cent. on the fund; and, if so, there
is no difficulty. If it took 40, as Mr, Oldham states, there would be this difficulty,
that the loan would not be repaid in the time fixed by the rules.

P.8.—8ince writing the above, I have put the question of the raising of the tolls
before the Local Fund Board, and they have agreed to the proposal. A copy of their
resolution is enclosed. The tolls round Trichinopoly town will be raised to three-
fourths the maximum rates, and the Rs. 12,000 of the extra income will be paid to
the Municipal Council. Thus:—

RS,

Prosent income from tolls round Trichinopoly town at half rates .. 27,000
Add half the result of raising to three-fourths rate . . o'e seiirn13.500

Future income .. 40,500
Deduct Local Fund Board’s half of the old tolls .. ik ¢4 18,500

Balance to be paid to the Council .. 27,000 '
Deduct half of old tolls already decided to be paid .. ok .. 13,500

e

Additional sum now available for Council .. 13,500

This leaves a margin of Rs. 1,500,

2. The tolls cannot, of course, be raised this official year, as all the toll-gates
have been given out on contract.

TRICHINOPOLY, ' (Signed) ~ G. W. FAWCETT,
14th May 1889. Acting Collector,

——(—

From J. G. D. PARTRIDGE, Esq., Chairman, Municipal Council, Trichinopoly,
to the Chief Secretary to Government (through the Collector of Trichino-
poly), dated Trichinopoly, 7th May 1889, No. 17.

I have the honor to enclose a letter from Mr. Olfiham that has beén received
since writing my letter to you, No. 16, dated 30th April 1889, from which it will be
seen that he proposes to alter the nature of works at the source of supply, and thinks
that his present proposal is a great improvement over his first. I share in that opinion,
and beg to add that Mr. Oldham informs me that the cost of constructing the infiltra-
tion galleries now proposed would not exceed that put down originally for the wells
to be sunk in the river bed.

2. T have the honor, therefore, to request that you will kindly place Mr, Oldham’s
present letter for consideration of Government along with his report and plans sub-
mitted with my letter, No. 16, of the 30th April 1889.

e

No. 221-B.R.
Forwarded., The alteration appears to be an improvement.

TRICHINOPOLY, (Signed) G. W. FAWCETT,
10tk May 1889. Acting Collector,
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From G. W. FAWCETT, Esq., President, District Board, Trichinopoly, to the
Chief Secretary to Government, dated Trichinopoly, 17th May 1889, No. 45.

I have the honor to propose an increase in the tolls now levied in the ten
sanctioned gates round Trichinopoly, from the present one-half to three-fourths the
maximum rates.

2. The question arose in connection with the Trichinopoly water-works project.
In providing ways and means to carry out the scheme, the Municipal Council found
themselves short by Rs. 12,000 of the amount required to meet the annual charges ;
and the raising of the tolls wus found to be the only way to get out of the difficulty.

3. The question was considered by the District Board at their meeting of the
11th instant, and it was resolved that the rates of tolls be raised to three-fourths, and
that the whole of the extra profit be paid to the Trichinopoly Municipality, for the
purpose indicated. I enclose a copy of the Board’s resolution, and request that the
Government will be pleased to sanction the measure. I have already mentioned
the matter to Government, as Collector, when forwarding the report of the Trichi-
nopoly Municipality.

4. The tolls cannot, of course, be raised this year, as all the toll-gates have been
given out on contract.

o

From W.S. BETTS, Esq., Agent, South Indian Railway, to the Cousulting
Engineer for Railways, Madras, dated Trichinopoly, 1st April 1889, No. 388.

Your letter, No. 579, of the 3rd September last. T attach copy of a report (C-482
of 25th ultimo) from the Chief Engineer upon Mr. Oldham’s proposals for the Trichi-
nepoly water scheme. I also forward a printed copy of Mr. Oldham’s report. If
you have already been supplied with a copy of the last-named document, will you
please return the one I now send, as it is the only one I have.

2. I understand that if the South Indian Railway Company subscribes to the joint
scheme, interest at 6 per cent. will be paid by the Municipality to the Company for
the amount advanced, and that eventually by means of a sinking fund the advance
will be fully repaid.

3. I concur with the Chief Engineer in opinion that the arrangements proposed
are equitable, and that there is little risk of any interruption to the supply.

4. Will you please bring this subject before Government as soon as possible. At
the present time (and during the last four days) the supply of water in the Wyacondan
has been cut off, and we now have to obtain a supply of water for locomotive purposes
from the Trichinopoly Fort station.

No. 184,
Endorsement on the above.

Submitted for the orders of Government, with reference to Proceedings, No. 753-R,
dated 13th September 1888,

Mapras, ' (Signed) C. J. SMITH, Colonel, R.E.,
9th April 1889. Consulting Engineer for Railways.

From W. 8. BETTS, FEsq., Agent, South Indian Railway, to the Consulting
Engineer for Railways, dated Trichinopoly, 30th May 1889, No. 658.

Will you please cancel my letter, No. 614, of the 20th instant.

2. On the 27th idem the Collector of Trichinopoly called to my office, and
discussed with the Chief Engineer and myself the proposed joint water-supply scheme, |
with the result shown in attached copy of letter. ‘

3. You will observe that it is not the intention of the Municipality to charge
the Company with a certain rate per gallon for the quantity of water supplied. It is



e AR e e I 0 TSSO b S R
6 280 Aveusr 1889, No. 943 M., Locarn anp Municrpay,

A St ot P ot -
R i e et e S S A AN At
N e
e

proposed that the Company shall pa

! Y a proportion of th
only. Such estimate to be caleulated opn tlfeocfuantity of W:t

proportionate to the total supply to the Municipality.

actual working expenses
er taken by the Company

4. Under these circumstances the Chief Enginee : :
our objection to joining in the joixit scheme. guieer and myself wish to withdraw

—

ENcLosurE.

Letter from the Acting Collector of Triohinopoly, to the Agent, South : g
Trichinopoly, 28th May 1889, N o.géOS’—lesl, Indian Railway, dated

I have the honor to rep
Trichinopoly water scheme.

2. The conversation you, Mr. Logan and I had yesterd t :
removed your objections to joining in the scheme. t LIRS ha, T Belisve,

3. We have, in fact, as I discovered Yyesterday, been at cross purpose 1 :
never intended to. c_ha:rge.you anything for water. The total exI;)e:f;e :hz 1?;5 vtvl;nebo It was
will be put to by joining in the scheme will ho— ‘ y Company

(a) an initial expenditure of about Rs, 42,0
them ; and

(#) the annual share of the working expenses, estimated at Rs. 4,000
quantity of water taken, proportionate to the total supply.

4. The scheme is thus, as I said in my letter, No. 451—18
Municipality and the Railway Company construct and maintain the works jointly, each paying
for the construction and maintenance of its own share, and no more—the simplest and fairest
division possible. It would, of course, be possible, as I said yesterday, to arrange 1t in another way,
viz., that the Municipality should bear the injtial expense of the whole of the work, and merely

charge you an annual sum for water ; but they would, in that case, be obliged to charge you a
sum sufficient to cover— ;

ly to your letter, No. 1399, dated 23rd instant, on the subject of the

00, the cost of construction of the extension to
5 calculated on the

, of the 13th instant, that the

(1) the annual maintenance charges of the extension ;

(2) the interest they have to pay to Government on the ca

(3) a reasonable profit sufficient to reimburse them eventually in the original outlay ; and
that would, as we ff)und Yesterday, certainly cost you more money in the en(i for
you can borrow at 3% per cent,, that is, at 1 per cent, cheaper than they can. ’

9. The joint scheme is, in my opinion, the best for both parties—the cheapest
the best for the Municipality, as giving y(’m a direct interest in the work an dapes for you, and

supervision over the machinery. You will, under it, have practically the en th:ﬁzg:g@;gﬁl’g
the pumping machinery, and, in fact, of everything except the distribution in the s
6. An agreement will, of course, be drawn up between

5 \ 4o you and the Counei
is begun, defining the respective rights of both parties. This wil] presZntor?;l (()llllf,ﬁlézﬁ(t);e e

pital sunk on that extension ; and

B

No. 2564-A.

Endorsement on the above,

Submitted to Government, in contj

nuation of endorge
April 1889. ment No. 184, dated 9th

MapRas, (Signed) C. J. SMITH Colonel, R.E
4tk June 1889, Consulting Enginger for Railways,

No. 283-D.
Transferred to the Local and Municipal Department for favor of disposal
(Signed)  C. J. SMiTH, Colonel, R.E,,

Joint Secy, o Govt., P.W.D.,
Railway Branch.

5% June 1889,

4 (Agh o

o
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From the Consulting Engineer for Railways, Madras, dated 7Tth June 1889,
No. 1000.

———

Orper—dated 2nd August 1889, No. 948 M., Local and Municipal.

! t on the water-supply project, with the plans and estimates,
has bl\ed;tl ?elge};?:cllstorill)lzr Public Works Department for remarks. Pending receipt of
these, the Government will pass orders on the financial measures necessary to carry
ouf tl’le scheme, in the event of its being 3pproved and of the South Indian Railway
Company taking part in it as now proposed. : .

p2. g.‘he cost as estimated by Mr. Oldham is Rs. 3,69,669, as shown below :—

RS.

: ‘ . W
icipal oses proper, i.6., Supplying portions of t
@ F(t):w]guirrllw;%: If‘,gx{tfj Margaclf;e;;t and gengolam, with 12} per

i isi 2,81,250
. for contingencies and supervision R TR ,81,
() E)ctigxtxsio(gt% Sepo%’ lines, with 124 per cent. for contingencies and e
ision ¥ % S A e o %
(e) Susll)lg))l?‘;or South Indian Railway, with 12} per cent. for contin- e
gencies and supervision s o 0o o & i

Total .. 8,59,559

i .. Oldham has arrived at the shares in the cost of. the scheme
iltlg:tggttsliﬁg }ﬁ(:ﬁx; Slld the Sepoy lines, but from Paragraph 18 of his regt&ti't. anr}
he note on page (42), it would seem that he has taken into account only the a tlona1
i nOfe h ; %ended, mains, of the larger river works, and of ‘t!le more powerfu
iy e111{' h will be re(iuired if supply is given to these localities. It appears to
N thllct ;V fairer course will be to divide the cost and the working charges of
gl(;vg;?i?: ni‘o'eit in proportion to the supply estimated fgr each locghty, as ﬁthqrv.vtlisei
th Railws ]and the Sepoy lines would get for nothmg a portion qf the ini 1af
adiantage s)eracured by the Municipal works proper. On this basis, the distribution o

the cost would be as follows :—

RS.
(a) For Municipal purposes proper, at 600,000 gallons per diem . . 2,‘:732,232
(b) Extension to Sepoy lines, at 80,000 gallo;mlge(a)ro%xgm Tk e ;
(¢) Su§ply for the South Indian Ratljmy, tj.. ks ga .o p - sk
jem: e o e

Total .. 38,59,5569

PSR TIONE: T assumes the population of the SeBoy lines (who are
o e e tor ot the sat i H el per head per diem) to bo 8,000,
Oh i ording to the information supplied to His Excellency the Commander-in-
ghgrfe a:},] ac;c tal n%mber of men, women and children belonging to the 4th Pioneers
an&el,’fthehtfadras Native Infantry, including regimental fouft’)wlil:j_m only 4,135. 1If
this be so, the distribution of cost would be varied as shown below : sl
e .. 2,90,748
(a) For Municipal purposes proper, st 609,000 gallons 20,353

¢ 000 ons e e
; son o B lines, at, say, 42,
(0} Sonels Tor the South Tndian Ruilway, at 100,000 gallons .. 48,458

Total .. 3,59,659

i ' ible upon what ‘data Mr.
i uested to report as soon as possl ] ;
Oldh;rgehggh gtl:ag:gn(al)s hli:%;timate of the population of the Sepoyl lines, (g)ti;: ;fi]l(;vu;a-
tion of the cost of extending the scheme 80 as to.supply ;hfa mfﬁea:v e theZé
The probable actual cost of the piping, &c., required to bring

localities, should also be reported.

.
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3. The Council request that the whole amount required for the project may be
advanced to them by Government at 4 per cent. interest ; the initial cost of the exten-
sion to the Railway and the Sepoy lines, together with interest at 4 per cent., being
recovered from the Company and Government (in the Military Department), respect-
ively, by annual instalments. Butasthe Railway Company can raise money at 31 per
cent., it will be more profitable for them to provide the capital required for their
share in the scheme. Similarly it will be more profitable for Government to find the
capital for the supply to the Sepoy lines ; so that the Municipal Council will be required
to provide only the initial cost of their portion. As above calculated, this will be either
some 2,76,000 or some 2,90,000 rupees, according to the population of the Sepoy lines
which has to be supplied with water. The Government will be prepared to make a
free grant of one-fourth of the sum required from Provincial funds, and to advance the
balance at 41 per cent. interest, repayable in 30 years. The Council will thus have
to find at the most some Rs. 2,18,000, of which about Rs. 18,000 can probably be met
from their cash balance, so that they will have to borrow from Government to the
extent of, say, 2 lakhs. The yearly pagment required to discharge this sum, prineipal
and interest, in 30 years, will be Rs. 11,920.

4. The annual working expenses of the whole scheme are estimated by Mr, Oldham
at Rs. 20,000. Adding to this 1} per cent. on the estimate for works (Rs. 3,19,608)
on account of depreciation of machinery, &c., the total working charges may be
estimated at Rs. 24,800. Distributing this amount among the various parties to the
project in proportion to the supply to be obtained by each, the allotment will be as
shown in Statement A below if the daily demand of the Sepoy lines be taken at 80,000
gallons, and as shown in Statement B if the demand be taken at 42,000 gallons
only :—

A B.
RS, RS.
Munieipality T s SAR0TT Municipality A .o 20,055
Military Department =~ .. 2,644 Military Departme RIS L (TR
Railway s 3,179 Railway .. S §50 v 31349
Total .. 24,800 Total .. 24,800

9. The annual expenditure which the scheme will involve on the Municipality
will thus be at the most Rs. 11,920 4 Rs, 20,055 = Rs. 31,978, or, in round numbers
Rs. 32,000. A

6. The Municipal Council propose to meet the above sum from the following
sources :—

(#) Excess of present municipal income over expenditure,
() Revision of house-tax assessments.

(¢) Imposition of a water-tax.

(2) Increased revenue from markets.

(¢) Saving in present water-supply charges.

(f) Increase of toll revenue.

7. The average yearly excess of receipts over.charges Quring the four years
ending with 1887-88 was Rs. 5,800 ; but the Coupcﬂ only estqnate Rs. 2,000 a year
under this head for the water-works ptoject, leaving the remainder to provide for a

drainage scheme.

8. Under markets they hope to obtain Rs. 3,000 a year from a central grain
market and cart-stand to be opened in the old district jail buildings which the Gov-
ernment has lent for the purpose, and Rs. 3,000 by raising f'ees in the present markets.
The business that would be transacted in the proposed grain market, which does not
yet exist, would probably be wholesale, and the grain merchants would most likely
conduct their transactions outside of it, so as to avoid the fees. The Government
does not consider it safe to reckon the total extra income to be derived from markets
at more than Rs. 3,000 per annum.

J
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9. The saving on the present water-supply charges, estimated by the Council at
Rs. 3,000 per annum, apparently includes retrenchment of road expenditure also,
which is undesirable. In any case the amount to be obtained under this head is very
problematical, and His Excellency in Council is of opinion that Rs. 1,000 a year is all
that can be safely calculated upon.

10. All the tolls in the distriet are at present under the control of the District
Board, who levy half the maximum rates chargeable under Schedule B, Act V of
1884, paying the Trichinopoly Municipality one-third of the total receipts, deducting
those at the Iyar gate. It is proposed by the Board to raise the tolls to three-fourths
schedule rates, and to make over the whole of the additional receipts thus obtained to
the Municipality for the water-project. The Government cannot entertain this pro-
posal. It is not legitimate to provide a supply of water for the town by means of
taxation of which only a part—and in the present case probably a small part—will fall
upon its inhabitants.

The proposal to increase the proportion of the existing toll receipts payable to
the Municipality is also inadmissible. The gates which fence in the town being
managed under the Local Boards Act, tolls are levied on traffic passing both ways,
whereas if the gates were under the Municipality, only traffic entering the town could
be taxed. The one-third proportion of the total toll receipts which the Municipality
at present obtains may be assumed to be equivalent to two-thirds of the inward traffic,
and, considering the position of Trichinopoly as a trade centre and emporium of
produce for export, it cannot be held that any larger proportion of this traffic is
intended for consumption within the town.

11. The increased revenue to be

: rs.  derived otherwise than from house-tax and

By present excess of receipts over water-rate is thus only Rs. 6,000. The
Bdﬁf.fﬁ:ts o R 3’888 balance of Rs. 26,000 required by the
B; Sevidgr o et Mk Council must be raised by the revision of
charges .v w+ ws .. 1,000 thehouse assessments and the imposition
-—— of a water-tax—a policy which will lay

Total .. 6,000 the main burthen of payment for the

-— Wwater-works more directly on the inhabi-

tants of the town who benefit by them.

12. The house tax is at present most inadequately assessed. The statement on
pages 42 and 43 of G.0., 16th March 1889, No. 312 M., shows that in 1887-88, nearly
2,000 houses in Trichinopoly were exempt from taxation, while the incidence per house
taxed was only Rs. 1-9-5, against an average for all municipalities of Rs. 1-14-7.
Trichinopoly is & town in which the tax should bring in more, and not less, than the
average, and considering that each house taxed yields Rs. 2-8-10 in Madura, Rs. 2-6-4
in Bellary, and Rs. 2-13-1 in Calicut, the yield in Trichinopoly should not be less than
Rs. 2 per building. This rate would give an increase of nearly Rs. 5,000 a year on
the present assessments. The house-tax registers should therefore be at once revised
on a proper valuation. It must be remembered that a double increase of revenue can
be thus attained, viz., first from the tax on buildings proper, and second from the
water-tax, which is based upon the same assessments.

13. This latter tax is to be levied at 4 per cent. on the annual rent value of the
buildings and lands in that portion of the fown to be supplied by the Municipal
scheme proper. According to Appendix IV, G.O., 16th March 1889, No. 312 M., the
current demand for 1887-88 under the taxes on buildings and lands, which are levied
at 73 per cent. on the rent value, came to Rs. 24,684. Assuming that this could be
raised to Rs. 30,000 by revising the land assessments as well as those on houses, and
that the value of the buildings and lands to be assessed to water-tax will be about
three-fourths of the aggregate value for the entire town, the water-tax should yield—

Rs. 30,000 x %x 7 = Rs. 12,000.
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* Estimated aennual charges of the
project .. i 2% .. 382,000

Dednet—
Receipts from savings and markets

———

estimated in paragraph 11 .. 6,000

Increased yield under house-tax

as estimated in paragraph 12.. 5,000

Revenue from water-tax , . .« 12:000
23,000
Balance .. 9,000

15. The Council are requested to give the above sug
consideration and to report their views at an early date. %
assessment of the houses and lands situated in the area to be serve
scheme proper should at the same time be reported.

e,
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14. There will still be some Rs. 9,000
per annum required to meet the charges of
the water-supply project,* and unless the
Council can find some other unobjection-
able means of raising this money, it must,
in the opinion of Giovernment, be obtained
by adding to the tax on buildings and
lands. That tax is now levied at the
highest rate authorized by the District
Municipalities Act; but the Government
will be prepared in case of need to legis-
late in order to raise the limit of taxation

Fr
from 7} to 10 per cent. on the annual rent
value.

gestions their careful
The number and estimated
d by the Municipal

(True Extraet.)

J. F. PRICE,
Chief Secretary.

To the Chairman, Municipal Council, Trichinopoly,
through the Collector,

”
”
”»
»

President, District Board, Trichinopoly.

Public Works Department (Railway Branch).

Military Department.
Sanitary Commissioner for Madras,

Exd. A. Raitt.

-
-

|




Gobt. of {18893 ¥ adrus.
LOCAL AND MUNICIPAL.

. .
L4
Issued
e J AR | Ry |
G.0., 2nd August 1889, No. 948 M. s | |
A% D
AUGUST. =
!
@
Water-supply. ¢
Passing orders on the financial measures neces-
sary to carry out the — scheme prepared by Mr
()Mlmm for the town of Trichinopoly, in the
event of its being approved by the Public Works
Department, and of the South Indi: an Railway =
Company taking part in it as proposed.
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