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dﬁi}:mge, it is hoped that his proposal will enable the vexed question of the discharge
of the town drainage into the sea clear of the jetty may shortly be settled. At present,
1t must apparently all flow down the ramp used for landing cargo—a very objectionable

arrangement,”

3. Under the above circumstances, I be i
g to submit that the charge should be
borne, and the work executed, by the N:egapatum Municipality. o

Petition from Messrs. ADAMSON, MACTAGGART awp Co., Agents, British
India and Nederlunds India Steam Companies, and other Merchants and
Inhabitants of Negapatam, to the Chief Secretary to Government, dated
Negapatam, 14th April 1887,

We have the honor to address you on the subj i
0 ject of improvements to the port of
Negapatam, and to claim for the matter your most careful at?ention.

2. The value of gxports and i : ;
been as follows :— gxports and imports for the two official years ending 1886 l.mve

RS.

Value of exports, 1884.85 .. = .. .. .. 48,36,207
Do. BINED T s LR N L ik 163,96,916
Value of imports, 1884.85 . e A % .« 60,57,608
Do. 188586 .. -e 48,04,072

while the paasqnger traffic from and to Bn.r.tnah and the Straits Settements now
assumes large proportions, there having been landed here during the two years ending
31st March 1886 over 40,000 passengers, while the shipments for the same period
have amounted to over 53,000 souls. ;

3. The present state of the harbour and port is deplorable, th i
being silted up, and beats are only zble to go out to steamers at heign}:o :v?te:f (t‘l::l x::::;
then with the greatest difficulty. !

4. A dredger was placed here in July 1884, for the purpose, it ;
keeping the entrance to the river, and the river itself, freepfrom ail;f tl: es:flﬂ:se:(;a(t’;
to proceed to steamers at all states of the tide, but we regret to state that the machine
has never done a day’s work, having from the first proved an utter failure. and after
several unsuccessful attempts to make it work, it was laid aside some distance up the

5. In this useless and disgraceful state, we believe it has been cost;

Rs. 120 monthly for wages ofmenitieharg,e. SUUAE prarimnt

6. Some eight months ago, Government sent an expert on dredgers ( Mr, Cockbu
to sub _plans and specifications for putting the dredger in working order, ﬁﬁz
although these have now been before Government for six months, nothing” has been
done to remedy the evil. | |

7. In 1883 the river wall was lengthened and a large boat basin for load;
built opposite the Master Attendant’s office at an expense of over Rs, 20,0001,n§u20t!;1t:

asin, like the dredger, turned out a miserable failure, proving utterly incapable

of fulfilling the wants it was intended to supply, and now, it is sad to
is % up and the whole going to wreck aud ruin, state, the work

) IO OM : de and port i
te has been the case, and we are now at the : port improved, the
and plight than we were previous to the building ofm (t)}r::,elg();? {: far worse condition
of the river wall. asin and lengthening
9. About a year ago, orders were o
boat basin filled up, but %his has noz e . s
estimates at dl.fieren. t times have been submitted to Goyer

; . X 0 ose wh i
them, and if Negapatam is to hold its own as the p:f:c?;atly ;)z:]l?s inbeggutt;iﬁkltx’fz:
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— which we doubt not it can do if properly attended to and its wants supplied by Gov-
ernment—the present pitiable state of affairs must be looked into, and ways and meang

provided to get us over our difficulties. The extra expense caused to shippers is

€normous. *
11. We have now, over and above our regular weekly steamers to Bombay and

Caleutta, a regular weekly line to Rangoon ziz Northern ports, and a weekly line to
the Straits Settlements, and there are many extra steamers calling which are not on
the regular lines. The native craft plying between here and Ceylon are innumerable.

12. We hopefully look forward to Negapatam (already a terminus of the South
Indian Railway) becoming in the near futu.re a place qf ﬁr;st importance, and with the
opening of the new railway traversing the rich and fertll.e rice counj;ry from Mdyavaram
to Tiruvalir, and thence on to Mutupet, our exports will largely increase.

13. With a view, then, to provide satisfactorily for the wants of the already large
and steadily-increasing traffic of the port, we would respectfully submit—

(1) That the dredger be at once put in thorough working order, or a new one

s supplied, which would be a far better course, and be kept continually
working, so as to keep the bar at all times clear, and a proper depth of
water in the river.

9) That a young, competent, energetic person be placed in charge.

(3) That in the meantime till the old dredger is repaired, or a new one supplied,
large gangs of coolies be employed to remove the silt from the river
and bar.

(4) That the boat basin not being required, or a thing desired by the shippers,
be filled up, and that the work be immediately proceeded with. Coolies
could be employed for this purpose when low water in the river, using
mamooties and baskets to remove the silt, which could be utilised for
filling up the basin, : :

(5) That after the boat basin has been filled up, the space be handed over to
‘the municipality. ' ; ,

(6) That the town drain, which formerly ran through where the basin now is,
be restored to its original straight course into the river, and covered

y over throughout. : eibie g : ]

(7) That the present quay wall, which is fast getting into disrepair, be put in
thorough condition at once, and the wall extended right up to the rail-
way boundary. This is of the utmost importance for the loading and
discharging of boats. '

(8) That Government instruct the Public Works Department to remove the
rubbish and broken-down remains of an old building near the boat basin.’
The rubbish could be utilised for filling up the basin, and the ground,
which is no use to Government, might be handed over to the municipalityt'

(9) With the boat basin filled in and the ground handed over to the muniecipality
as suggested above, improvements could be made in the way of erecting
substantial sheds for the storing of grain, and for having the railway
extended right down to the end of the jetty wall.

(10) That the w}.xole sum at the credit of the Port Fund be expended on
permanent improvements to the harbour.

From T. E. MARSHALL, Esq., Acting Port Officer, Madras, to the Chief Secre-
tary to Government, dated Madras, 1Gth June 1887, No. 5217. '

1n returning the accompanying petition from the inhabitants of Negapatam,
forwarded for report under endorsement, dated 14th May 1887, T have the honor to
submit the following remarks and explanations.

2. In paragraph 5 of their complaint the petitioners deplore the present state of
the harbour and port. By harbour I presume the river is meant. and I can only
state that neither the Port Officer, nor the Chief Engineer, Public Works Departn;ent,
make any remarks regarding thq bar of the river, or the difficulty attendant on boat
traffic to and from the shipping, in their last tour reports, "

| . ¥
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3. In regard to paragraphs 5, 6 and 7, I would state that estimates have been
submitted to Government for the alteration and fittings of the Bruce’s Patent Dredger
at Negapatam with this office letter, No. 4744, dated 1st instant.

_ 4. In regard to the petitioners’ remarks about the boat basin, which is referred
to m the Port Officer’s tour report, I may state that an estimate for the work was
called for some time back, and the same has been submitted to Government for sanction,
with this office letter, No. 5082, dated 14th instant.

9. The petitioners conclude with several suggestions for the improvement of the
port and river. The Collector of Tanjore will doubtless report on all these sugges-
tions, but in that numbered 7, it is stated that the present quay wall sl}ould be put
nto good eondition and extended right up to the railway boundary, in regard to
which I would explain that an estimate for the repair of the jetty or quay wall, but

not for its extension, has been submitted to Government, with this office letter,
No. 4786, dated 2nd instant,

.. 0. In suggestion numbered 8 reference is made to an old building to be demo-
lished, and the debris utilised for filling up the boat basin, This I presume is the
building referred to in G.0., Murine, No, 128, duted 24th March 1887, and, if so,
I see no reason why it should not be demolished as suggested, sanction for the same
having been accorded by Government,

—_——

- ]'mm E. GIBSON, Esq. Aoting’Coiléctor of Tanjore, to the Chief Secretary to
 Government, dated Vallam, 16th Juno 1587 No. 354 g4

~ In returning the enclosed petition, No, 318 of 1887, dated 14th May, I have the
honor to report that, from inquiries made, it appears the petitioners haye good reason
in of the present state of the port of Negapatam, and that the suggestions

 they make for its improvement are generally worthy o congi sy

petitioners’ proposals relate to the improvement of the harbour jtself and
ailway communication with it. 7

at the up.

) That th . handed over to the municipality.
) That the quay wall bo repaired and extonded o the ruilyay. bes e

- As regards («) the improvements required to the dredger, it appears that th
i8 before Governmont, I presume, in the Marine Department, The. dredprs
1, might be entrusted to the care of the Port Officer. Meanwhile, as the
ming on, it is not now necessary to employ manual labor to “clear the
Ailling up of the basin (5) was sanctioned by Government in G.0.,
1886, No. 425, Marine. ~ Nothing whatever would be gained by
(c) transferring the site to the municipality, but (d) the extension of the quay wall
&ﬁmmmmof the line of rail to the end of the jetty wall would be a

 great advantago requires no proof. I venture to suggest that th
: meopmof 1e Cdnmllzmg Engineer for Railw?g: 4 e matter be referred

P :*ﬁil mnkemhonm the course of the fown drain is g subsidi '

e . o y att
gl e gttt T e,
; 4 ’mennoneg i 0 the attention of the municipal council in the Govern-
7. The request contained it
PrBLiRn, ’3 Gwm %h:heo rfix::;leentence of the petition I leave for the
m B e i sl e P égapatam is ap lmportant one, its present

101 ahomf”h'ge . lmprovement is eglled for. ] ld

b offcer should bo instrugteq g yisit the place and rer s 0888t that a
‘ © Place and report generally what
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Ist Aveusr 1887, No. 350, Marive. 5
Orper—dated 1st August 1887, No. 350, Marine. |
\ f the papers read above contains a petition from the Agents of certain -
Tlll‘ecf;l’l;;:nies arlx)dpgther inhabitants of N egapatam complaining of the present e
S«:ﬁtl?tgon of that port, and making certain suggestions for its improvement. 2

2. The petitioners propose— . . ' M
) That the dredger be put in thorough working order (or a new one supplied) , ;
@)' and placed in charge of a competent officer. . ;
(¢) That pending the repair of the dredger, or supply of a new one, coolies be
employed to remove the silt from_ the river and bar.:
(¢) That the boat basin be filled up, and the site thus obtained made over to the
icipality. . :
(d) T};x;;m t;xc;p:«l)wi drain be restored to its original straight course to the
river. ; , J
. ay wall be repaired and extended to the Railway boundary.
. s ?1“1111:2 ?]112 ‘ll'gmyz’ains of the I¢)>ld building near the boat basin be removed and
v utilized in filling up the basin.
That the whole sum at the credit of the Negapatam Port Fund be expended
@ - on permanent improvements to the port. . e
4) The memorialists finally remark that with the boat basin filled in and the
( - land made over to the municipality, further improvements could be made
by erecting sheds for grain, and extending the Railway to the end of the
jetty wall. %
osals having, together with the observations made tpereon by th_e
o Th?e’,[‘g;?gre and the %on g(,)f.’(’mer, Madras, been carefully considered by His

'goxl};:flt:;c; the Governor in Couneil, will now be dealt with seriatim.

redger—(1) The memorialists will be informed that ?he Port Officer,

| (a) .D’;;d‘gg;;(un)icaﬁon with Mr. Cockburn regarding the repair of the dredger,

Madras, mthe delay they complain of is due to a change of plan by the latter officer

and that bsence ogpother duty at Cocanada. The final plans and estimates have

and to hmeaver been received from the Port Officer, Madras, and will be separately

3;):7, sg{;’vgf wi{hout delay. The Port Officer will report the amount of expenditure on
0

estsblishment and other charges connected with the dredger during the time that it

' has been laid up.

The Port Officer, Negapatam, will have charge of the dredger after its repair.
‘ eR val of Silt from the Bar and River—The Government agree with the
b tﬁ: now that monsoon weather has set in the employment of coolies for this
Collector wg) uld not be desirable. But if the dredger, after its repair, should again
}’“’ﬂ’pmwa.y labor paid from Port funds should be regularly employed every hot

a : ;
weather. . et . . :

). Boat Basin and Town Drain.—The estimate (amount]ng to Rs. 2.284
ﬁ(lf') m;(g}?e boat basin submitted by the Public Works Department ig sancti;nedz
for co;:gbeing met from Port funds. The work should be carried out in concert with
the ik {hglgmmclpal gnﬁhr:nties who propose to
intending Enginecr’s letter, 7th May build a covered drain right through the
*su r_;nt}?;dg,l ,T,_Ef“ site of the basin.* The Public Works

. , Department estimate for the i Wil be
forwarded to the Chairman of the Munieipal Couneil. drain

The Government are not prepared to make over the basin site to the munici-
pahty;) Repair and Eztension of the Quay Wall—The Government haye recently sane-
( tioned 1 two estimates from Port funds for
repairs to the jetty and jetty wall. The
question of the prolongation of the wall
. . . to the Railway bounda will be referred
for the opinion of the Consulting Engineer for Railways, who wg also report as to
the extension of the Railway proposed by the memorialists Ph 2 (A) above]

and recommended by the Collector,

e ' TR R

" ond March 1887, Mis. No. 87.
.fG'O’ginsth Fuvins 5. % 00
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1 GOVERNMENT OF MADRAS. W .

PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT.

General.
Account.

Rean—the following paper :—
From J. W. RUNDALL, Esq,, .10k, Buperintending Engineer, VI Circle, to
the Chief Engineer, Public Works Department, dated Trichinopoly, 21st
- August 1888, No. 1162 T.J. .

The building formerly used as an office by the Head Assistant Collector at
atam has been vacated now that the Head Assistant has commenced oceupa-

rugd :. " lg:n of the office provided for him at St. Joseph’s College. , -
g | 9. All public offices at Negapatam having been provided for in this building,
Recd. . Enel. 4 the old office is not required for any public purpose, » ;

3. The Honorary Secretary to the Negapatam Club has written offering Rs. 1,00
. for the building. 1 have had a valuation statement made out, and the Executive
4 Engineer reports that the probable original cost of the building was Rs. 3,450. It is
— _ not now worth more than 49 per cent. of this, or say Rs. 1,300, as the roof and floors

ugust 1887, No. 350 e in bad order. ' S
G.0., 1st A 1887, 3 J ap 4. T think the best plan would be to put the building up to public auction, and
s | if Government approve of this course, I will have the building sold in this way after

due notice has been given locally. : ,
5. The building stands on Government land, but there is no defined compound

round it.

Orper—dated 8th September 188 8, No. 2780 W., Public Works.

o | The pro in para. 4 of the Superintending Engineer’s letter is g roved, but

3 ; there sh?n?ld an upset price fixed, say Rs. 1,000. R 199 ’, u

. The land to be sold with the building should be clearly demarcated in
communication with the Collector. 3

(True Extract.)

(Signed) 7. 0. HASTED, Colonel, 8
‘ Secretary to Govt., P.W.D.

the superinfandins 1 eer, VI Ofmle.
B

Lo the enminer, Publio orks Assounia.

»  Revenue

Negapatam Port. Ry
agap S L % E!d. 80 Jo Pm
Passing orders on petition from Agents SEE = 8 ies ;
certain Sgeamer Compaglieo and othﬂ’ inhabitalle® pire. Copt
of Negapatam suggesting certain improven
to the port. 3
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