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officer, dated Dowlaishweram, 12th July 1889, No. 216 G.L.

From the same ’ ,  + of G.O., No. 1619 W., of 20th ’ 14
i : the receipt of .U, 2 "
4 the benor 10 AEXROW T th some further remarks regarc
| have h be excused if I trouble ym; ;n Public Works officers in this :
g ' " ; matter that may affect every officer *,

H bmwﬂ. L2 of he or three at the head of m.‘:&
with - the ; 0'3 :‘ guperinlending ﬁ'.ngm%er qn:l; -
oy worse off than those © w“b' -
i ’i:k' it will be granted that the su“r:“.
h:h‘thl hnrdthiq wouldbeu;_;m‘o;hw
]m“mhnypmkm Neo. 117 G-
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of 25th March 1889, and No. 319 W.,, of 6th February 1887, that the 10 per cent. rule
is not applicable in the case of high rents.

8. 1 would wish to point out that in the towns of Rajahinundry, within 6 miles
of this place, and Cocanada, within 35 miles, the rent of houses more commodious than
the one 1 occupy is about Rs. 70, and I do mnot think it can ever have been intended
that the rules should be applied when the rent charged is so far (more than double) in
excess of the market rates, or that an officer should be forced to pay Government a
rent equal to twice what he would have to pay a private house-owner for the same

’ Per month,  @ccommodation, and it seems to me only
RS just that rents should be fixed according

* Superintending Engineer ... .. 70 to those prevailing in the nearest stations,
Executive Engineer at Dowlaish- P which; in this case, would be about what
E;:acutive Engineer and Assistant was mentioned in my previous letter

i . " which would also be the rents paid b
Bagioos 3¢ Ohethipels ©,\. (e 88 Public Works officers in other cir(lsies. d
9. The circumstances connected with the Superintending Engineer’s house here
are as follow. The house formerly occupied by the Superintending Engineer, and for
which he paid a rent of Rs. 30, being below flood level and much shut in by the new
works, it' was deemed advisable to build a new one—there being none in the place
available for rent—and an estimate, amounting to Rs. 17,300, was submlf,ted in July
1484 by Colonel Montgomerie, then Superintending Engineer, who stated in his report
that the rent would be from Rs. 50 to 100 ; this was sanctioned and the work put in

"hand, but the amount of the estimate was found to be insufficient and a revised

estimate of Rs. 22,400 was sanctioned in G.O.,'No. 319 W., dated 5th February 1887—
the first Superintending Engineer who occupied the house was Mr. G. T. Walch, who,
as | have already stated, proposed that the rent should be Rs 112 a month or 6 per
cent. on the cost of the building ; he apparently suggested this rent with reference to
Public Works Code, para. 1041, otherwise I see no reason why,a rent according to
what was being paid in other stations in the district for the same accommodation
(about Rs. 70) should not have been proposed. The rent of Rs. 112 was approved in
G.0., No. 319 W., dated 5th February 1887, and was paid by the officers occupying
the house till 1st April 1889 when the orders of the Government of India, No. 479"B.,
dated 7th September 1888, came into force, and by these the rent was increased to
Rs. 170, subject to the limit of 10 per cent. of salary, and it is these new rules that I
consider require modification in the case of high rents and rents which exceed the
price prevailing in the neighbourhood. .

10. The house is pretty and elaborate but without much accommodation, and a
much more commodious one could be got in the best parts of Madras for Rs, 150 a
month.

11. Since writing the above, T have received a letter, No. 4867, dated 3rd July
1889, from the Collector of Ganjam, and with reference to the rent proposed to be
charged for his house at Chatrapur he writes as follows : — 8 '

“ Rs. 160 is a very heavy rental for an up-country house compared with the mansions that
oan be had for the same rental in Madras For the house I am at present oceupying, which has
four sitting-rooms and four bed-rooms—two of them upstairs—I pay Rs. 50 only.

12. T may add thut my house here has only two sitting-rooms, a very small office-
room and three bed-rooms. '

Orpra—dated 26th July 1889, No. 2019 W., Public Works.
Ordered that the Government of India be addressed.
(Here enter No. 2020 W., dated 26th July 1889.)
(True Ex!:m_ct.)
(Signed) K. R. E. DRAKE-BROCKMAN, Lt-Col, RE,
Ag. Joint Secy. to Govt., P.W.D,

Lo the Superintending Engineer, I Circle.
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From the same officer, dated Dowlaishweram, 12th July 1889, No. 216 G.L.

I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of G.0., No. 1619 W.. of 20th June
1889, and hope I may be excused if | trouble you with some further r;;moarks regard-

i?fel the rents of the Government .houaes oceupied by the Public Works officers in this
circle.

When it 1s evident that, owing to house-rent, a Sy srintending Knoinaa ered
here is in l::ngl!’h money nearly £]100 a year, worsepcoﬂ' thux;nfhgggl;)i%(czrzuz? {he
same rank in charge of other circles, I think it wil] be granted that the subject is
worthy of consideration. 1 felt 80 sure that the hardship would be at once acknow-
ledged that I put the case very briefly in my previous letter, No. 117 G.L., dated

- the Secretary to Government, Revenue

Department, which accompanied that Gov-
; . ernment order. It ig stated as follows :—
“It is observed that Rs. 228 is an altogether excessive rental for a Collector’s houge,”

And in the order thereon the rent was fixed at Rs. 159-¢ Per month, or less th
7 per cent. of a Collector’s salary. I would beg to point out that, aoc",,.;,-n;“to 5;';

Proceedings quoted, Rs. 228, which is less than 10 per cent ofhis sal is an altogether
cacssize et for & Colletor 0 puy 5 but hat Re. 153, which exuctly 10 por ocnt. of
my salary, is not an excessive rent for me; fufthermpre, it has apparently been
considered that between 6 and 7 per cent. of salary is a suitable sum for » Colléctor to
pay ; that is, that Rs. 159 a month is a fair rent for a Collector drawing Rs, 2,333 a
month, but Rs. 153 is not an excessive rent for a Superintending Engineer drawing
Rs. 1,532 a month. - ]

4. 1 would further invite attention to letter No. 413 G.L.,T dated 24th December

: 1886, from Mr. G. T. Walch, when Super-
t Printed ‘"ﬂ‘l 8%70’ SO AR5 dhtod-Sth intending Engineer of this circle, in
February 1567, which he writes as follows :—

 « With buildings so recently aud well constructed as those in question, 6 per cent. on the
capital cost will, I believe, meet all the requirements of para. 1041 of the Public Works Code, and
a rent of Rs. 112 per mensem, arrived at on that basis, is, I consider, as much as any officer who may
have to occupy the house should be called on to pay.

The italics are mine, At the Presidency, on account of the speeial

i 4 highness of rents, a Superiatending Engineer
gets Rs. 60 house-rent allowance and certainly the rent of a house, such as this one, would not

even in the good parts of Madras be as much s Rs. 172 per mensem.”
In the order on this Government, approved the rent of Rs, 1
5. I think T can assert with perfect confidence that

the mofussil, even amongst those drawing salaries as Ju
Rs. 153 a month for an unfurnished house,

12 being charged.

dges ax;d Collectors, who pays

Government of India ; but if paying such high rents in g place lik
oonsideréd.a .hardshlp (and any one who has been here must acknowledge that it is),
1 anéeodf opinion iiﬁat the stab]e:‘tﬂ ongIhtft:I(;e be referred, for favorable consideration, to be
treated as a special case under rule I o solution of G i .479 B.
e hupahhoy ' overnment of India, No. 479 B.,

- 7. In the Gévqrnment order under reference it is sta
exorbitant rents belpg charged, a maximum of 10
fixed ; but T maintain that the Government of In
rents when fixing the limit ; it wo
Revenue had to pay Rs. 850 or 450 g month and
Government of Madm seem to me to ha

ted that, in order to prevent
per cent. of the'occupant’s pay was
dia did not contemplate such high
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there is not a single officer in- four sitting-rooms and four bed-rooms—two of them upstairs—I pay Rs. 50 only.
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of 25th March 1889, and No. 319 W, of 6th February 1887, that the 10 per cent. rule
is not applicable in the case of high rents,

8. 1 would wish to point out that iq the towns of Rajahimundry, withix} 6 miles
of this place, and Cocanada, within 35 miles, the rent of houses more commodious than
the one I occupy is about Rs. 70, and I do not think it can ever have been mtendgd
that the rules should be applied when the rent charged is so far (more than double) in
excess of the market rates, or that an officer should be forced to pay Government a
rent equal to twice what he would have to pay a private house-qwner for the same

. Per month. @ccommodation, and it seems to me only

RS. just that rents should be fixed according

* Superintending Engineer ... .. 70 to those prevailing in the nearest stations,

Executive Engineer at Dowlaish- which; in this case, would be about what

W (0 ear i ot S T was mentioned in my previous letter *

Exeontive Engineer aa_d i) 50  Which would also be the rents paid by
gt o Vhecigputt vt Public Works officers in other circles,

9. The circumstances connected with the Superintending Engineex:’s house here
are as follow. The house formerlx oceupied by the Superintending Engineer, and for
which he paid a rent of Rs. 30, being below flood level and much shut in .by the new
works, it was deemed advisable to build a new one—there being none in the place
available for rent—and an estimate, amounting to Rs. 17,300, was submlf;ted_ m July
1884 by Colonel Montgomerie, then Supemntend‘mg Engmeqr, who stated in his report
that the rent would be from Rs. 50 to 100 ; this was sanctioned and the work put in

“hand, but the amount of the estimate was found to be insufficient and a revised

estimate of Rs. 22,400 was sanctioned in G.O.,_No. 319 W., dated 5th February 1887—
the first Superintending Engineer who occupied the house was Mr, G. T. Walch, who,
as | have already stated, proposed that the rent should be Rs 112 a month or 6 per
cent. on the cost of the building ; he apparently suggested this rent with reference to
Public Works Code, para. 1041, otherwise I see no reason why,a rent according to
what was being paid in other stations in the district for the same accommodation
(about Rs. 70) should not have been proposed. The rent of Rs. 112 was approved in
G.0., No. 319 W., dated 5th February 1887, and was paid by the officers oceupying
the house till 1st April 1889 when the orders of the Government of India, No. 479'B.,
dated 7th September 1888, came into force, and by these the rent was increased to
Rs. 170, subject to the limit of 10 per cent. of salary, and it is these new rules that |
consider require modiﬁcgtlon in the case of high rents and rents which exceed the
price prevailing in the neighbourhood, .

10. The house is pretty and elaborate but without much accommodation, and a
much more commodious one could be got in the best parts of Madras for Rs, 150
month.

11. Since writing the above, I have received a letter, No. 4867, dated 3rd J ul
1889, from the Collector of Ganjam, and with reference to the rent Proposed to be
charged for his house at Chatrapur he writes as follows : — : :

“ Rs. 160 is a very heavy rental foran u -country house compared with the mansions that
can be had for the same rental in Madras  For the house I am at present occupying, which hag

12. T may add that my house here has only two sitting-rooms,

a very small office.
room and three bed-rooms. Ty :

Orper—dated 26th July 1889, No. 2019 W., Public Works.
Ordered that the Government of India be addressed.
(Here enter No. 2020 W., dated 26th J uly 1889.)
(True Ex’tract.)
(Signed)  R. R. E. DRAKE-BROCKMAN, Lt~Col., R.E,

v Ag. Joi
To the Superintending Engineer, I Circle, i g Govt, P.W.D,
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