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Promotions—Engineers. -
Majors of Royal Engineers.—Decision of Her
Government in to the promotion

of — to the rank of Lieutenant-Colonel, and the

establishments ively, communicated to His
Excellency the mmander-in-Chief and the
Public Works Department.
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MiLrrary DepaRTMENT, 18T JULY 1889, No. 4265.
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GOVERNMENT OF MADRAS.

 MILITARY DEPARTMENT. [%

Promotions—Engineers,

Read the following paper :—

s No. 4. From Major-General . K. ELLES, o.B., Adjutamt-General in India,

{6 the Secretary to the Government of India, Military Department ; dated
Simla, the 30th May 1889, No. 2799-C (Engineers—Officers).

T have the honor, by direction of the Commander-in-Chief, to forward, for the

- information of GGovernment, the accompanying copy of Horse Guards’ letter No. 20-

Engineers—2085s dated 18th April 1889, communicating the decision of the
Home Authorities in regard to the promotion of Majors of Royal Engineers to the
vank of Lientenant-Colonel, and the proportion of Lieutenant-Colonels of Royal

Engineers 10 be allotted to the Imperial and Indian establishments respectively.

& Major-General Sir G. B. HARMAN, k.c.B, Military Secretary, Horse Guard .
Fro roollency the Commander-in-Chief in India; dated War Office, 8. h-igch e?htz HPE
1889, No. 20- Engineers—2085. ; P

I am directed, by His Royal Hig‘mess the Commander-in-Chief, to inform you that the
aestion of the probable effect of the system of continuous service in India on the maintenance
of & sufficient aumber of Lieutenant-Colonels in the Royal Engineers, has been for some time
ander the consideration of the Secretary of State for War and the Secretary of State for Iudia

in Council.

9. Under the present system of .promotion, the number of Lieutenant-Colonels ome th
Troperial and Iudian establishments, respectivel):, varies very considerably from time tgl:imee
and 88 8 {'95““3 when there is an excess on the Home establishment, officers have to be assigneé
to duties inferior to those with which they onght to be entrusted, while, on the other hand, when
there is 8 deficiency, junior officers have to perform duties for which their rank and pay are

imnﬂim.ent.
3. Tn the ranks below that of Lieutenant-Colonel, this question does not press as the duties

can be arranged without necessitating fixed numbers. But in the rgnk of Lieatenant-Colonel
it is essential that, so fat as service out of India is concerned, there shonld be a fixed esbabli:l?-
ment.

4. Tt has, therefore, been decided, upon the recommendation of His Royal Highness, that
¢he only remedy for this state of things is to promote to vacancies on the Inﬁian esgtablish’ment
ouly those Majors who have elected continuous service in India, and to vacancies on the Imperial

plishment, all other officers including those serving in India not on continuous service
should there be any, the last-named officers being ordered home on promotion. v

5. This decision may in some cases entail supersession, but not to any material extent
as the two classos of officers wil rarely be employed together, there oa.nybe little or noni:’tj?;:g
to either.
i is also to be observed that nearly all the senior Majors now serving on the Indian
pstablishment are employed in the Works Departments. They may, therefore, under Article
11 (b) of the Royal Warrant of 15th November 1887, elect promotion to a half pay Lieutenant-
Coloneloy, and Article 8 of the India Office Royal Warrant of 20th February 1336 provides for
« heir retention in their appointments. j
6. In the event of the Government of India desiring to promote to a vaca 4
establishment of Lieutenant-Colonels the senior Major on the list—although n§t°§‘ 23:,{;‘,‘};‘;
-ce officer, but only performing & five yegrg’ tour in India—His Royal Higl e
that such promotion should be made conditional on the officer’s accepting continuous service

i India.
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