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PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT.

General.
Establishment,

LEerTER—from

Ligvr.-Cor. R. R. E. DRAKE-BROCKMAN, R.E,
Ag. Joint Secretary to the Government of Madras,
Public Works Department,

To
Tae SECRETARY To THE GOVERNMENT or INDIA,
MiLITARY DEPARTMENT.

Sz,

I am directed to acknowledge the receipt of your letter No. 602 M.W., dated
21st March 188%, asking for a report on the suggestion that water for the garrison of
Fort St. George should be obtained from the Red Hills instead of from the Seven

Wells.
9. Tn reply, 1 am to say that the matter was carefully considered by this
. Government in 1879-81, and. that the result of a prolonged investigation then made
was that the Seven Wells water-supply was the cheaper of the two, and though the
Red Hills water was somewhat better in quality, the greater cost and the risk of
failure of the supply from the Red Hills induced His Excellency in Council to retain
the old arrangements. Nothing has since occurred to alter the conditions of the case,
except perhaps that the Red Hills supply is more assured. ‘When, however, the
improvements contemplated in the Madras water-supply in introducing filtering
arrangements at the Red Hills, drawing the water from a i)wer level so as greatly to

crease the store available, and bringing it to the city in a closed main instead of an
open channel,.the Red Hills supply will be incomparably superior, and should, even

at increased cost, be availed of. Pending, however, the completion of the proposed
improvements to the Madras water works, His Excellency the Governor in Couneil
would prefer to make no change in existing arrangements for supply of the garrison
of Fort St. George. :
1 have the honor to be,
Sir,
Your most obedient servant,

Lieut.-Col., R.E.,
Ag. Joint Secy. to Govt., P.W.D.

OO0TACAMUND,
24th April 1889.

Exd. J. Henricus.
Spare Copies
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