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Eneclosure to Circular No. 5 Public Works.

No. 620, dated Simla, the 17th October 1887.
From—7J. BurcEss, Esq., LL.D., C.LE, Dir. Genl., Archaological Survey of Tudia,

Tp—"The Secretary to the Government of India.
From a paper that has recently a.ppezu‘ed in the Bengal Asiatic Society’s Journal, I

observe that an ancient Buddhist stipa ab Mordhvaj, 27 miles north-east of Bijnaur, menfioned

by General Cunningham (Archmological Survey Reports, Volume LI, pages 237-38) mus?
have been recently excavated without any reference to this Department, and other remains

have been similarly excavated in Ghazipur, ab Blitari and elsewhere.

9. However carefully the contents or relics found in ancient mounds may in some cases
be collected and forwarded to the Provincial Museums by the excavators, the excavations
themselves always destroy those indications of purpose and arrangement that the specialist
o,and which are of as much interest as the objects found. It ismost desirable
cured by the best modes of excavation, and which only the
or, should be acquired. No one can readily
tific excavation and destruction of the many

any have already been utterly destroyed, in

alone would notic
that every detail that can be se

ould know where and how to look £

expert w
unseien

conceive what must have been lost by the

Buddhist remains that might be named. So m
search only for their contents, and so few of them are now left, that it seems most desirable

they should be strictly guarded from further destruction, or excavated only under the most
experienced direction, not so much for the “ finds » they may contain, as to discover, if possible,
their original characters and the arrangements connected with their purposes and uses. This
ohject seems to have been lost sight of in Upper India, and the excavations made of late years
seem to have been conducted with but little scientific care. Archmological excavation is now
vent work from what it was half a century ago, and requires knowledge and
experience. A distinct arrangement hould also be made for the transmission to the public
museums of cvery object found in any excavation.
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