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GOVERNMENT OF MADRAS.
REVENUE DEPARTMENT. :
/ iy i

Reap—the following Proceedings of the Board of Revenue (Revenue Settlement,
Land Records and Agrieultare), dated 11th May 1888, No. 211 :-—

»
- SR

W. Wizsow, Esa,, .4, C.S.

- Read—the following letter from E. B. HAVELL, Esq., Superintendent, School of
Arts, to the Commissioner of Revenue Settloment and Director of the

1]\?epa;tment of Land Records and Agriculture, dated Madras, 5th May 1888,
0. 227 :— W .

With reference to G.0., dated 24th October 1887, Mis. No. 641 L, Rei'enu;s, I

have the honor to submit y report on the arts and manufactures of the Malabar and
Coimbatore districts. : e g ’

2. Ootton weaving.—There is very little in this industry to call for special remark.
The following may be noticed :— £ i L
5 Colored cloths.—At Bhavéni in the Coimbatore district about 60 families weave
~ inferior colored cloth worn by females, In Coimbatore, 100 families weave a dark-red
cloth worn generally by Mahomedans as a head handkerchief or upper cloth ; it is
~ woven with white stripes. f e : i e
White cloths.—Coarse white cloths worn by ryots are woven in villages all over
‘the districts ; about 500 families in Coimbatore town weave superior white cloths with
brocaded ends, but they are not to be compa with the finest manufactures of
- Madura and other places. Common white and ¢ cloths are also made at Kollegdl.
- The weavers number about 382 families, e e
3. Cotéon carpets—Fifteen families at Bh
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4. Silk weaving.—In Coimbatore town a :

 cloths of ordinary quality. Fifteen families at Kollegdl are engaged in the same
industry. Their cloths are generally of plain erimson color (either Cochineal or lac
~ dye) with the ends simply brocaded ; all the specimens which were shown to me we
~ badly woven and not remarkable in any other respect. Common bazaar dyes seem
w the most popular; formerly it 15 said the town was noted for the fine
8 lac dye. I append a memorandum .on the silk culture carried on in the
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few families make rough palampores angd other ill’uram in the Coimbatore district, a zf and badly finished. All the work turned out is of an inferior description. In
Biithan s weiving s Bl : chintzes of a common deseription ;' Coimbatore town, there are about 45 families of ordinary workmen.
several vi ¥ ghat mat : k1! S : : ;
e il;hvtllli]sigi?tem;pzhe town of Pdlghat ; uts sgzxxeu known. The best are made in %}} L (;9 Black s;ggﬂtzsz Carpe?ztcr:s and Wood carvers—They aro the 'Ordlllllal%rv v;iorkmgﬁ
1 s. e mats are woyen b on ones are made in many places § und in every district. Irom is smelted in a few jungle villages in the Walawan

sedge which grows in taluk of Malabar, and Bhavéni and Satyamangalam taluks of Coimbatore; but the
mdqsﬁry ?ieems to be fast dying out. In wood carving, there is nothing worth noticing
in either district.

10. Lapidaries.—About ten families at Chettipalayam, a village near Tirupir in
the Coimbatore district, work crystals for spectacles and make crystal and glass beads
and various kinds of ornaments, lingams and other sacred symbols and images. The
! process is exceedingly simple like all native processes, but the work turned. out 1s
11 neat and well finished. The crystals, &c., are ground on emery dises which are
' prepared as follows :—Corundum, which is said to be found in the neighbourhood, 1s
first pounded up to any desired degree of fineness, a sufficient quantity of lac to form
the disc is melted up and mixed with the powdered corundum ; as the lac cools, it is
flattened out fo a circular shape on a stone which has been first sprinkled with a
little more of the powder to give the surface of the disc the proper texture. A
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: ler fem Malabar distri ; 4 o i
z“ iny part of India, e dl‘angzle;’harﬁ very fine; i factaI fa“}(:ssrmt’ espec%ally number of dises are prepared in this way with corundum powdered more or less finely
madeem than a written deseription F:f Lorward herewith will oi i bnone .ger i to suit the quality of the work. They are attached by a little melted lac to the
G cobuP,Ofarepea,t of some highly eonve laures. 1,2, 3 and 4 B Oolve e etterkll ‘ia b ordinary native lathe which is worked with a bow in the ordinary way except that
il irfaﬁs hood (figure 2) stamped fro;ﬁ onalized foprm such aga ti ell']’e ttyp}(f’/ gy els (g the crystal worker turns the lathe with the right hand and works with the left and
plates anguf:i Ii sls th(;a tali or Marriage t:ked;e a!ldh finished by chfsini 00?1‘11‘:%2;?1'3% : does not, like the carpenter or metal worker, employ an assistant. The discs are oé
. and pellets of : - The other type ; i : i course kept wet while the crystals are being ground. Smooth wooden discs are use
;a(t’:;’:nsmhﬁgures 5 6, 7 and 8,g.01dh:01fd?red on to g weﬁg:.lssil:l z(‘liefup of miiigo gfv’ for the ﬁ%lal polishing proceszes, the crystaglsgbeing worked with water and a paste
e has = Deculiarly light dl‘lnge of gold pendants ph_ g f{ﬁ made of corundum very finely ground. Crystals are procured locally and from the
Wol;kxflzn fF(:x';gl;Ee 7 shows an elabomt?pigmeef}d effect whieh Eh‘Z (;(;il = gf the; i]k surrounding districts. The amethysts found at Vallam near Tanjore are sent to
g ree months ; figures 5,6 :g d0t8 V:::k which, it is said\flggzupge; Oa ;if , Chettipalayam to be polished. The workmen, however, are not particular in choice

of materials; when they have no special order on hand, they will use any colored
pebble or pieces of broken glass to make up into ornaments.

11. The Coimbatore District Manual states that good gunny of sunn hemp is
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end to an orua » Which are being thin manufactured in some of the villages situated in the north of Ero_de and ﬁguth of
18 unusually 10$§?§:ihl’gzteﬁofhgoldv 1t is notazilrﬁfd n rows angd attagﬁzgeZtOie.i%ﬁg Bhavéni taluks ; but I could obtain no information in those localities regarding the
9 is another Moplah pattemg b over the hogom like Z ;p:akmg a neck ornament, as it industry. It has probably died out. b
emeralds, In the Coimbatoreadglzn Ple but effective arr:nwe flower garlang. F’igure . 12. T append a detailed statement giving particulars of the number of workmen
are also noteworthy, igure llls' riot, the silyer ornamentgsement’ set with rubies and aud the industries in which they are engaged, and also the memorandum on silk
18 not often met with, ft is i: the type of Wristlet wo Born by the Vellala caste culture referred to above :— :
» 6,7 and 8).  Figures 19 am‘iv (ln.;, 3 o sarmo way ag trlll]’ but such a fing specimen Rl
18 probably suggested by the sh show two kinds of armlet G go‘ld OrNamentg (figures Excrosure No. 1. s
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(as in the example), may hagwi)sometm}es plain and Somet‘o low eylin ers generally i . :
for charms to protect the perer. Ge1¥ed from the practis. y Ll Ofnamental ends { ' 5 i S Other particulars.
sight of person, though (he intentI:onc ;ze toli Wearing receptacles s Place. g g i fé A
8. Bmss-.sma'tks.—Kunhi‘ma 1 : Lo e o L g § % - 30 5 1!
Malabar district for brafsas-xsmith’nga M and Cherupalchepi . 3 8 g g vl 1ia
easting vessels of all kinds, lam i g:v ork. The Workmen g are the chief places in the [ i {
n diameter, called  Upyteg psf,i % especially Japgg eook're exceptionally skilful in el o e . :
shapes of the various yossol ( gure !4), which il g vessels, often 5 or 6 feet i AR R e 28 14 16 1 F‘f@fﬁgﬁ.ﬁf"e f‘;:s;lsiesc:? g:di?x;d;ym{)ymss-m:l‘:ﬂﬁ;
two forms of water vessels 3 are mteresting apq i used at great festivals, The R : ; and four Tamilies of skilled workmen who
classic design, whil N RO e | eristic.  Figures 15 and 16 are ' Weaving Heblishumoet ad {\ﬁf‘{bxﬁm
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come out. At this stage the worms are fed with small cuttings of tender leaves of mulberry
plants five times in the day and five times in the night. Thus they are fed for seven days. On
the eighth day they discontinue feeding and lie down without moving. In this state they are
said to be attacked with fever. On the morning of the next day they recover and are fed as
before with small cuttings of mulberry leaves. In this way they are fed for four days. Then
they are attacked with “ fever” a second time and discontinue feeding. Next day they are
again fed as usual. After the lapse of four more days they are attacked with * fever ” a third
time. Next day they recover as usual and are fed with full-grown mulberry leaves for four
days lqnger, when they are attacked a fourth time. At the time of the first *fever” the
worms in one tray are transferred to two trays. On the second attack the worms in two trays
are removed to eight trays, for the third “fever ” they are removed to sixteen trays and for the
fourth to thirty-two trays. In four days after the fourth attack the worms grow large and
change color from white to purple. At this stage they discontinue feeding altogether and are
removed to bamboo tatties called * clendrigai.”” ‘Uhree days afterwards they begin to spin
cocoons During the process the tatties are exposed to the morning sun at sunrise for about
half an hour and then hung up to the roof inside the house. In two days more the cocoons are
collected in bamboo baskets ; a sufficient number are laid aside for a fresh propagation and the
rest are subjected to a steaming process to kill the chrysalides. The silk is unwound from the
cocoons by putting them in a chatty with boiling water and a few cleaning nuts (Ponnalangai)
and attaching the ends of two or more cocoons to a light wheel turned by hand. ~The cleaning
nuts probably serve as a solvent for the natural gum secreted by the silk-worm for building the
walls of his cocoon together. There does not appear to be any specific disease prevalent in the
taluk among the silk-worms. They are said to be affected in abnormal seasons of heat or rain,
but not to such an extent as to produce a marked loss in the quantity of silk. ‘L'he following
table shows the average price of raw silk per maund during the last ten years :— :

Year. Average price.
, BB A R
The price of one maund of raw silk in the year July 1879
to June 1880 i 000
The price of one maund of raw silk in the year July 1880
to June 1881 - 34000
The price of one maund of raw silk in the year July 1881
to June 1882 oy T o i 1R 00
The price of one maund of raw silk in the year July 1882
to June 1883 i 2712000
The price of one maund of raw silk in the year J uly 1883
to June 1884 O piban (ORE )
The price of one maund of raw silk in the year July 1884
to June 1885 sise: 90 00
The price of one maund of raw silk in the year July 1885
to June 1886 iy & 510 100
_~The price of one maund of raw silk in the year July 1886
to June 1887 Fanl L e R wit i DD 0
The price of one maund of raw silk in the year July j1887 55

to Kebruary 1888 ... i X. R B
The price is said to fluctuate according to the increase or decrease in the importations of China

or other silk.

Lust of the villages in which silkworms are reared.

Number of ryots
5 ; 3 rearing silk.worms.
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