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GOVERNMENT OF MADRAS,.

JUDICIAL DEPARTMENT.

Reap—the following paper : —

From the Surgeon-General with the Government of Madras, dated 30th Septem-
ber 1887, No. 0-586.

ABSTRAC’[‘.*—FOI‘\V{LI‘(ﬁng annual report on Lunatic Asylums for 1886.

OrpER—dated 13th December 1887, No. 2827, Judicial.

The Surgeon-General with the Government submits the report on”the Lun.n’tlc
Asylums in thig Presidency for the year ending 31st December 1886. The Pr”;ll‘,’“‘”i
report having been for nine months ouly, in consequence of the )chunge in the I’(:l‘l““)
of the report from the official to the calendar year, the results of the two periods :l}b
again unsusceptible of comparison with each other. The following ‘*"t““““e‘l,lta{l?‘vm il
compares the results of the year 1886 with those of the two preceding periods :—

1884-85. 1 1885 (nine months.) 1886.
| | (T . St
e RSTRRLCIL L  | | |
e [ 2 as (Lnth g
y Males. |Females | Total. f Males. ‘I"mn:llv-‘s.}I Total. | Males. ‘I‘ emales,| Total.
\ { il AT et 15 1 20 e
- : - ———————————————————— !
sl \ 3 o SE 30
Remaining at end of previous year .| 369 124 493 407 141 48 | 444 ' 1'.).13 ({tg
Admitted £ ; T <t 161 53 214 135 44 179 | 182 36 ;
Deduct— i & 33
Died : 2 o . 21 14 35 29 5 927 | 25 8 8
Cured ] s i 75 15 ,;1 45 13 58 ‘ 89 29 1.§
Transferred to friends . . 26 7 33 23 11 34 12 8 I.',)
Otherwise o5 1 . 5] b} 8 vo 8 r - 1'->. "l)(-;
Remaining at the end of year Y 103 140 RS ¢ 58 600 438 52 590
r g : : oo | 408 40 543 144 156 . e 588"
B Premasuneigih il (Clisaga I RD] f Sl 146-73 | 581°39 | 434-98 f ey
Do.  do. sick A oo 13:07 509 f 1816 [ 12-32 7:84 | 20°16 9760 i -

2. The daily average was 588 against 581 in the previous peri_od, but a marked

decrease is observed in the number of admissions during 1886, which was even .IOSS

than the number for the Previous nine months, besides being the lowest on record since

1877-78. The cures effected also show a considerable increase, so that ﬂ,w tondeuc,y

to accumulation in the Asylums’ population, referred to in the review of last year’s
report, was to some extent checked, :

3. The admissions during the year were, as usual, mainly composed of patlf‘llts

between 23 and 40 years ()f age. The

Ifflﬁ(-fn‘ﬁ(’f‘ﬂ}f figures relating to the religion, sex, and

December  1886.  osidence of patients admitted show that,

1885, as usual, the male sex preponderated ; that

Under20 years .. ., 8 the Hindus formed the greater proportion ;

20 to 40, 55 i et : and that Madras contributed the largest

%:&& of 60 years .. 1 number of the Asylums’ population for
E the year.
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4. Asin the previous period, the causes of insanity could not be ascertained in
the majority of cases, 533 out of 768 being returned as ‘‘unknown.” The use of
narcotic drugs, hereditary taint, and epilepsy were the chief causes of lunacy among
the remainder. Acute mania and chronic mania were among the most prevailing
types of insanity.

5. The percentage of recoveries to admission contrasts very favorably with the
results in previous years, viz., 73:29 against 3240 in the previous nine months,
and 4252 and 44-95 in 1884-85 and 1883-84, respectively. The Surgeon-General’s
attention will be drawn to paragraph 6 of G.O., No. 2816, dqted‘ 18th October 1886,
as the absence of comment on these figures is again observed in the present report.

6. The number of patients in hospital was not as large as the number in the previous
nine months, but the mortality was greater, 33 deaths having occurred against 27 in
the previous period. The percentage of deaths to the daily average strength was 560
against 4'64, and to total admissions 20-49 against 15°08. These rates are very high,
and the Government further observe that, taking the Madras Asylum alone, the
mortality was much higher still, being over 69 per mille of the average strength. It
is true that 18 deaths out of 29 were due to meningitis, but it is observed that as many
as 10 deaths (23 per mille) occurred from pulmonary diseasealone. These figures call
for the Surgeon-General’s attention. One case of small-pox, which terminated fatally,
ocourred in the Calicut Asylum, but this was the only casualty of the year there.

* Diarrheea and dysentery seem also to have been prevailing forms of sickness.

7. The number of criminal lunatics was sligh.tly less at the end, than at the
beginning, of the year, although the number of admissions was more than the number
discharged, 4 deaths having occurred among newly-admitted patients.

8. The accounts connected with the Asylums show that Rs. 5,676 were received
from paying patients and Rs. 23,264 from municipalities and local boards, while
the value of articles received from the manufacturing dept}rtment was Rs. 2,071, the
value of medical stores, &c., amounting to Rs. 234. The figures for the previous nine
months were, respectively, Rs. 3,473, Rs. 18,418, Rs. 1,445, and Rs. 275. The net
charges for the year under review amounted to Rs. 86,817, and were prf)portlonately
less than the charges for the previous period, when they stood at Rs. 67,099. The
average monthly cost of a patient, excluding the Superintendent’s pay in the case of
the Madras Asylum, and including the Superintendenq’s pay in the case of the Waltair
and Calicut Asylums, compared with the previous period shows but slight variation.

1885. 1886.
Madras— RS, A, P. RS. A, P,
European and Eurasian,. ., o o 1412 5 16 716
Natives .. A 438 AN V. Vi 10516 ) Lot g
Waltair .., i G 4 oo 34 1350 .6 12 4.7
Calicut i b5 yid 3 10 5 5 10 4 9

The reason for excluding the cost of superintendence in the Madras Asylum is
not apparent. In future reports, the financial results should be more fully treated,

the cost per head under the several jtems and classes being deduced and compared
with the previous year’s results.

9. The individual reports of the geveral Asylums have not been included in the

present report, apparently with reference
G.0., dated 12th July 1886, No. 1455, to the original proposal of the Govern-

) y ' ment of India, concurred in by this
Gpvemr_nent, to include Lunatl_c Asylums among those for which statistical tables
with brief notes should be submitted for two years, and a full report every third year.
But in Raragraph 5 of their Resolution of the 15th J uly 1887, No. 28.—1579-Y5,
communicated with G.0., 2nd August 1887, No. 1081, Public, the Government of
India have decided that the.repqrt on Lunatic Asylums shall be submitted annually in
future as heretofore, and this will be done. The Government, however, consider that

\A'_/V;.
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the report may easily be kept within very brief limits as in that now under review,

and that the separate reports of the Asylums are unnecessary, all requisite information
being given in the tables,

(True Extract.)

A Ly
gL L L [ -’
Chief Secretary.

To the Surgeon-General with the Government of Madras.
»  District Magistrate, Malabar.
» N . Vizagapatam.

»  Publio Works Departmexi.p f

»  Sanitary Commissioner for Madras.

»  Accountant-General.

»  Inspector-General of Jails.
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GOVERNMENT OF MADRAS.

JUDICIAL DEPARTMENT.

Reap—the following paper :—

From the Surgeon-General with the Government of Madras, dated 30th Septem-
ber 1887, No. 0-586.

Asstracr.—Forwarding annual report on Lunatic Asylums for 1886.

OrpEr—dated 13th December 1887, No. 2827, Judicial.

The Surgeon-General with the Government submits the report onT%he Il":&?)tli:
Asylums in this Presidency for the year ending 31st December 1886. 1 (zh% o
report having been for nine months ouly, in consequence of the chﬁngte in eriolc)ls et
of the report from the official to the calendar year, the results of t(‘: Wgﬂ? Homiver
again unsusceptible of comparison with each other. The following {S,td(’en;rioﬁs ah et
compares the results of the year 1886 with those of the two preceding p :

1884-85. 1885 (nine months.) 1886.
Males. [Females.| Total. | Males. |Females.| Total. Males. |Females.| Total.
. : 7 156 600
Remaining at end of previous year .| 369 124 493 407 141 538 444 )
Admiited gt o €1 53 214 135 44 179 132 36 168
Deduct—
Died At A e 3 T o 14 35 292 5 27 25 23 li‘g
Onrved’. L o . | 76 15 91 45 13 58 83 . 15
Transferred to friends .. P T 33 23 11 34 l2 T
Otherwise T, e ) 5 % 53 8 i 8 4(118 152 590
Remaining at the end of year .o | 403 140 543 444 156 600 54-08 | 15350 | 688-48
Daily average strength .. .. | 383'32 | 13771 | 521-03 | 434-66 | 14673 | 58139 | 4 9066 | 595 | 14901
Dot - “doSreteles XS L Tigen 509 | 1816 | 1232 7:84 | 2016
U 5

2. The daily average was 588 against 581 in the previous period, but a mar%ﬁed
decrease is observed in the number of admissions during 1886, which was évsﬂ less
than the number for the previous nine months, besides being the lowest on reccr dfsu:tce
1877-78. The cures effected also show a considerable increase, o that the ten ﬁ:;:"y;
to accumulation in the Asylums’ population, referred to in the review of last ye
report, was to some extent checked.

3. The admissions during the year were, as usual, mainly composed of patu;.l{;l;:
between 23 and 40 years of age. r

i figures relating to the religion, sex, an
Decembor 1886 pesidence of patients admitted show‘that,
1885. as usual, the male sex preponderated ; _tha?
Gruder 30 Soatl st 8 3 the Hindus formed the greater proportion ;
20 to 40 ©py | we .. 138 125 014 that Madres contributed the largest

) - -~ a 38 ) b
%) :v:.r?l(s) of 60 yea;'s . 1 6{5) number of the Asylums’ population for
3 the year.
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4. As in the previous period, the causes of insanity could not be ascertained in
the majority of cases, 533 out of 768 pelng returned as “unknown.” The use of
narcotic drugs, hereditary taint, and epilepsy were the chief causes of lunacy among
the remainder. Acute mania and chronic mania were among the mogt prevailing
types of insanity.

5. The percentage of recoveries to admission contrasts very favorably with the
results in previous years, viz,, 73-29 against 32:4( in the Previous nine months,
and 4252 and 4495 in-1884-85 and 1883-84, respectively. The Surgeon-Genera]’s
attention will be drawn to paragraph 6 of G.O., NO. 2816, dqted_ 18th October 1886,
as the absence of comment on these figures is again observed in the present report,

6. The number of patients in hospital was not as large as the number in the previous
nine months, but the mortality was greater, 33 deaths h'avmg occurred against 27 in
the previous period. The percentage of deaths to the daily average strength was 560
against 4-64, and to total admissions 2()49 agamnst 15°08.  These rates are very high,
and the Government further observe that, taking the Madras Asylum alone, the
mortality was much higher still, being over 69 per mille of the average strength. It
is true that 13 deaths out of 29 were due to meningitis, but it is observed that as many
as 10 deaths (23 per mille) occurred from pulmon_ary disease alone. '1‘hqse figures call
for the Surgeon-Geeneral’s attention. ( Jne case of small-pox, which terminated fatally,
occurred in the Calicut Asylum, but this was the only casualty of the year there,
Diarrhea and dysentery seem also to have been prevailing forms” of sickness,

7. The number of criminal lunatics was slightly less at the end, than at the
beginning, of the year, although the number of admlsmo_ns Was more than the number
discharged, 4 deaths having oceurred among newly-admitted patients,

8. The accounts connected with the Asylums _s}}ow.tl_lat Rs. 5,576 were receivgd
from paying patients and Rs. 23,264 from municipalities and local boards, while
the value of articles received from the manufacturing department was Rs, 2,071, the
value of medical stores, &e., amounting to Rs. 234, The figures for the Rl'_evml_‘xs nine
months were, respectively, Rs. 3,473, Rs. 18,418, R)s. 1,%4-5, and Rs. 275. flhe net
charges for the year under review amounted to Rs. 86,817, and were pr_orportmna’tfal
less than the charges for the previous period, when they stood a(;. Rs. 67,099. The
average monthly cost of g patient, excludmg the Sup’ermter}dent 8 pay in the case qf
the Madras Asylum, and including the Super1pte11den§ 8 pay in the case of the_W_altau-
and Calicut Asylums, compared with the previous period shows but slight variation,

1885. 1886.
Madrag— RS, A, P. RS. A, P
European and Eurasian., . % bix So. 1412 5. 159 @
Natives , , el 4ia LY, i 5 L R, i (R
Waltair via ' «id %1 e o 13 0 ¢ I
Calicut = 3 4 ok .o .. 1085 10 4 9

The reason for excluding the cost of superintendence in the Madras Asylum is
not apparent. In future reports, the financial results should be more fully treated

the cost per head under tle severa] items and clagses being deduced and compared
with the previous year’s results,

9. The individual reports of the several Asylums have not been included in the
present report, apparently with reference

G.0., dated 12th J uly 1886, No. 1455, to the original proposal of the Govern~
ment of India, concurred in by this

Government, to include Lunatio Asylums among those for which statistical tables
with brief notes should be submitteq for two years, and a full report every third year.
But in paragraph 5 of their Resolution of the 15¢h July 1887, No. 28157 9-95,
communicated with G.0., 2nd August 1887, No. 1081, Public, the Government of
India have decided that the report on Lunati Asylums shall be submitted annually in
future as heretofore, and this will he done. The Government, however, consider that

M ——
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the report may easily be kept within very brief limits as in that now un_defr rev1tqw,
angl that the Separate reports of the Asylums are unnecessary, all requisite information
being given in the tables.

(True Extract.)

. E. STOKES
& Chief Sf;cretary.

To the Surgeon-General with the Government of Madras
»  Distriet Magistrate, Malabar.

- 3 5 Vlza.gapatam.
»  Public Works Department.

»  Sanitary Commissioner for Madras.
»  Accountant-General.

& Inspeetor-(}eneml of Jails,

Exd As Ra\ittu
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number of insanes sent for treatment, On the contrary, the admissions since 1882-83
have been almost stationary as shown in

Admissions— : 4 d
TR A e A .thet’l?arg.m’ and the proportional increase
JeBaBe | e L R A grg L 0 TS monthe tnder reviow s stery
1884-85 .. .. .. .94 slight. The steady. increase which he
1885-86 (9 months) 1L .. 179 appeared in the asylums’ population is

due, not . g
fact, pointed out last year, that the number dlzschalg)edlagfsl‘r:;l;:;zs;o%& but to the
pace with that admitted. There is a constant tendency to accumulate %e}? not keep
tion made in last year's review that every hundred admissions rajs d t}? e
lation at the end of the year by 21 has been shown to be below, rather tl? be BIpHs
mark. The population of the asylums at the end of the year vzyas ‘600 ; :n above, the
the commencement—an increase” of 52, the admissions having mean i‘lqldlnst 548 at
179.  The daily average strength rose from 521 in 1884-85 t -5w PR
under review. 9 to 081 in the period

4. The figures relating to the age of the atients :

70 per cent. of the cases to{D be those of persons? ixtll(:;ll]: ;ggét?fd f’-}go“g v usuag, !
40 years of age, Whgn, as remarked by the Surgeon-Genera] the silb b
organization is heaviest. ~As regards the causes of Insanity ’littl dr%m. on the
1s afforded. Out of 727 cases, 507 are returned as of caixses : ];3 e
frequent physical causes are the use of narcotic drugs, child-birlztl: nogn' :

these may be regarded as really being important factors in the eq m_l _epilepsy, and
The moral causes are much less reliable—two cases are ascribed to 8 ;? Sfmou c ll}’naoy ;
would appear to be more probably a symptom, than a cause, of iHSaniE;; ;9 belief ;” this

5. The percentage of recoveries to admissions was 32:40 durp; ;
—a result which was decidedly unfavorable in comparison with gllgsg:a ﬂjfle e e
shown in paragraph 3 of the report, Ol past years, as

_ 6. The Surgeon-General does not make any comment on the fluctug{jone :
statistics of recoveries from year to year, nor on’ the differences betweo : lins e
asylums. The subject seems to merit attention, i the several

7. The ages of the patients who recovered have by ted d ; :
the remarks mgade in paragraph 5 of the last review. l');l(i: ::&Iﬁ;ed Mibhe oy oo with
of the three asylums. With two exceptions, every recovered patiegt discl
the _year showed an increase in weight, which was in g majorit g
considerable. The Superintendent of the Calicut Asylum nthi y of
case in which improvement in health was followed by mental reccf: g
the cures oceur m patients under two years’ residence, and <K ery. Almost all
cases of chrome’ demeptla. As regards age, the results are not eries are rarest in
cures are found in patients between 20 and 35, very decisive ; mos

8. The health of the inmates of the asylum :
epi‘demic'occurred. The deat.h-rate in relagiron t?) g:isi’yogvfa&: ‘Zhs(;le’ Sheiactoryc B
cent. against 6-71 of the previous officjal year, and in relationgto tr etn ffth Ll a3
15:08 per cent, - F}'om_ the figures for g series of years commencj 0? adm1ss_}ons i
percentage of the nine months under review wag very much the llgée;to?rll 1}?7 ‘1-7t8 e

e last nine

years, and was considerably less than half
that I’)eriod, 4 e Aaid average (93 per cent.) death-rate of

mation

Gov:ernmen.t,_and the necessary sanction accorded to th
for its provision.

10. The total net cost of the three asylums amounted to R, 67,099-1-5 for the

period of nine months, against Rs, 82,734-3- i
ot Ll (;rease gl % :; 31'9, .3 for the year 1854-85. The result is a
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11. The average monthly cost of a patient in each of the asylums was as follows.
In the Madras Asylum, excluding the Superintendent’s pay, in the case of Europeans
and East Indians, Rs. 14-2-5 against Rs. 15-12-8 in 1884, and that of Natives,
Rs. 10-1-5 against Rs. 10-2-5. In Waltair and Calicut, including the Superintendent’s
pay, the cost of each patient is given at Rs.13-0-6 and Rs. 10-5-5, respectively, against
Rs. 12-8-8 and Rs. 10-5-5 in the preceding year. The only increase thus appeared
n the Waltair institution. On the whole, His Excellency in Council considers the
report under review to be fairly satisfactory.

(True Extract,)

H. E. STOKES,
Ag. Chief Secretary.

To the Surgeon-General with the Government of Madras.
»  District Magistrate, Calicut,

e Vizagapatam.

»  Public Works Department.

Sanitary Commissioner for Madras.

»  Accountant-General.

EX& ' A. Rﬂitt:
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