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GOVERNMENT OF MADRAS.

PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT.

Buildings and Roads.
Military Works.

Reap—the following papers :—
G.0., dated 24th September 1888, No. 6442, Military.

From Brigadier-General E. FAUNCE, Quartermaster-General, to the Secretary
to Government, Military Department, dated Ootacamund, 6th January 1888,
No. 61 A.

With reference to the correspondence regarding the necessity of providing more
accommodation for British Infantry in Fort St. George, ending with my letter
No. 4874 A of the 13th ultimo, I am desired to say that, although it is decidedly
an advantage that a battalion should be kept together under its Commanding officer,
still. as in the case of the battalion quartered in Fort St. George, a certain number
of companies have throughout a great portion of the year to be detached to St.
Thomas’ Mount or Palldvaram for rifle practice or military training, and if, as seems
probable, it would be cheaper to build new barracks at St. Thomas’ Mount than to
acquire by purchase either existing buildings in the city of Madras, or land whereon
to erect buildings for the Accounts offices, the Commander-in-Chief would be prepared
not to press for the evacuation of the buildings in Fort St. George now occupied by
those offices, provided that a special grant can be obtained for the erection of barracks
for a wing of British Infantry at St. Thomas’ Mount next year, ¢.c., 1888-89.

Memorandum No. 260, Military.

With reference to the Quartermaster-General’s letter No. 51 A, dated 6th
January 1888, intimating that His Excellency the Commander-in-Chief will not press
for the evacuation, by the Accounts offices, of the buildings now occupied by them in
Fort St. George, if a special grant be given, in 1888-89, for the erection of barracks
at St. Thomas’ Mount for the accommodation of a wing of British Infantry, the
Secretary to Government, Military Department, is directed to suggest, for the approval
of Sir Charles Arbuthnot, the advisability of convening a committee to report in
what manner the condemned barracks at that station ‘can be rendered sanitorily satis-
factory for the occupation of Kuropean troops either by the addition of an upper
storey or improvements and additions to existing buildings, the committee being
composed of —

An officer of the Public Works Department ;
An officer of the Quartermaster-General’s Department ; and
An officer of the Army Medical Staff,

Forr S1. GEORGE, (Signed) A. KENNEY-HERBERT, Brigdr.-Genl.,,
12th January 1888, Secretary to Government,

From Brigadier-General E. FAUNCE, Quartermaster-General, to the Secretary
to Government, Military Department, dated Ootacamund, 19th January 1888,
No. 283 A.

In acknowledging the receipt of your memorandum No. 260 of the 12th instant,
I am desired to state that the Commander-in-Chief accepts the suggestions for the
assembly of a committee to report on the possibility of altering and improving the
old north and south barracks at St. Thomas' Mount either by the addition of an
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upper storey or in some other way, o as to adapt them for the suitable accommodation
of British troops.

_2. His Excellency accordingly nominates Colonel Ommanney, Commanding Royal
Artillery, Eastern District, as President, and Lieutenant-Colonel Smalley, Deputy
Assistant Quartermaster-General, as a3 member of the committee, and would suggest
that the Public Works Department and Surgeon-General, Her Majesty’s Forces, be
desired, under the orders of Government, to nominate officers of their respective
departments to sit as members of the committee, the date of assembly of which might
be fixed py the General Officer Commanding Eastern District as soon as the names of
the Public Works Department and Medical members are communicated to him.

Reference Order No. 508, Military.

_Ordered that the Public Works Department and the Surgeon-General, Her
Majesty’s Forces, Madras, be requested, in accordance with the suggestion in para. 2
of the above letter, to be so good as to nominate, in communication with the General
Officer Commanding Eastern District, an officer of their respective departments to
serve as members on the committee in question.

Forr St. Groree (Signed) A KENNEY-HERB'ERT Bri
“ . y gdr.-Genl.
24th January 1888. : Secretary to Govern’ment.

e S—

G.0., dated 31st January 1888 No. 354 W., Public Works.
Read—Proceedings of the Military Department, dated 24th January 1888, No. 508.

PR

Order—dated 31st January 1888, No. 354 W., Public Works.

Colonel Ross Thompson, R.E., Executive Engineer, Presidency Divisi is
nominated as the Public Works member of the prop%sed committee. y'fllfzzv::x(;l"rixlx-
tending Engineer, V Circle, will arrange for making Colonel Ross Thompson’s
services available, and instruct that officer to place himself in communication with the
General Officer Commanding Eastern District in respect to further proceedings.

(True Extract.)

(Signed) H. R. MEAD, Colouel, R.E,
Joint Secy. to Govt., P.W.D.

From the Surgeon-General, Her Majesty’s Forces, dated 1st February 1888, No. 266.
Reference Order No. 783, Military, dated 3rd February 1888.

—

From Colonel M. PROTHEROE, c.8., ¢.8.1., Officiating Quartermaster-General,

to the Secretary to Government, Military Department, da
29th June 1888, No. 2363 A, | y Department, dated Ootacamund,

Referring to my letter No. 283 A, dated 19th January 1888, T have the honor

to report, for the information of Goyernment, that th ?
920th Feb’ruary 1888. er , that the committee assembled on the

2. From its Proceedings enclo.sed (A) it will be observed that a decided opinion
is expressed against the reoccupation of the old barracks even when improved by the

addition of an upper storey, it being added that no suitable site exi ) by t
for the extra barrack build{ng thatgwould be requireltlil. ST T el B

3. As it was sugggsted to the Commander-in-Chief that possibly the old Parade
ground, no longer required for parade purposes, as the Royal Artillery Barracks have
been removed to the other end of the station, would be held to be sufficiently removed
from the Mount Hill and the Native houses under it, and be large enough to be
utilized as a site for the barracks of a Wing British Infantry, His Excellency called
upou the General Officer Commanding Eastern District to report upon this suggestion.
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4. That officer’s reply is enclosed (B) and its terms precluded Sir Charles
Arbuthnot from recommending the adoption of the old Parade ground site for the
new barracks.

5. The General Officer Commanding has 20w been desired to assemble a committee
to fix upon a site to the south and west of the cantonment of St. Thomas’ Mount
for the new barracks if a suitable one can be found there, and a further report shall
be made to Government when its proceedings have been received and considered by
the Commander-in-Chief,

AT AN

—_—

ENcLOSURES.
(A.)

Proceedings of a Committee assembled at St. T}lomas’ Mount on the 20th February 1888,
by order of Brigadier-General Smart, Commanding Bastern District, for the purpose of reporting
on the north and south barracks as to their suitability for the accommodation ol a wing of a
British Regiment.

President :
Colonel M. W. Ommanney, Royal Artillery.

Member:
Lieutenant-Colonel F. Smalley, Deputy Assistant Quartermaster-General.

Attending Committee.

Deputy Surgeon-General 8. B. Roe, c.B.
Colonel Koss Thompson, R.E.

The Committee having assembled pursuant to order, proceed to thoroughly examine the
north and south barracks, St. Thomas’ Mount, and are of opinion that, should the existing
buildings be capable of sustaining an upper storey, the accc mmodation thus obtained would
roughly be for 320 men ; this estimate includes the accommodation afforded by an upper storey
on the gun-sheds as well as on the north and south barracks.

‘o complete the accommodation required for a Wing of British Infantry, a new barrack
capable of containing about 100 men would be required, for which there is no suitable site in
the vicinity. '

The Committee are also of opinion that, even if sufficient accommodation were available, the
site is unsuitable for permanent occupation and most objectionable on sanitary grounds owing
to “ the Mount ”* hill being immediately in its rear, and theintervening space beftween it and the
barracks being crowded with native houses thickly populated.

(Signed) G. J. SMART, Brigdr.-Genl.,
Commanding Eastern District.
(Signed) M. W. OMMANNEY, Colonel, R.A.— President.
BESARER | F. SMALLEY, Lieut -Col.,
Dy. Asstt. Quartermaster-Genl., ; Member.
b

Eastern Dist.
i) S. B. ROE, m.B,
Deputy Surgn.-Genl, M.S,, = Attending Committee.
(o i) ROSS THOMPSON, Colonel, R.E.,

—_—

(B.)

F Brigadier-General G. J. SMART, R.A., Commanding Eastern District, to the
o Q.ulfrtermaster-(}eneral, dated Fort St. George, 9th June 1888, No. G.233.

I have the honor to inform you that, with reference to your letter No. 1932 A., dated 18th
ultimo, the Deputy Surgeon-General of the district reported that the site referred to was not in
his opinion suitable for %armoks for a wing of British Infantry, for, if placed towards the west
and south-west, tue buildings would crowd up the station hospital and church, and would
Erobably be found liable to the same objection as that which rendered the old north and south

ks uninhabitable.
malo i: company with the Deput, Surgeou-General, the Assistant Quartermaster-General and

‘ve Kneineer, Chingleput Division inspeofﬁd the ground in question. I am of opinion
gﬁcﬁfg: is Egt sufficient %pal:se for the barracks and subgirdiary buildings required for a wing
of British Infantry.

2. Ground sufficient for the purpose and good is, in my opinion, available on the south and
south-west portion of the cantonment.
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Reference Order No. 4758, Military.
The further report promised in para. 5 is awaited.

OoracaMunD, (Signed) A. KENNEY-HERBERT, Brigdr.-Genl.,
12th July 1888, Secretary to Government.

e —

From Brigadier-General M. PROTHEROE, c.5., c.s.1., Quartermaster-General,
to the Secretary to Government, Military Department, dated Ootacamund,
7th September 1888, No. 3260 A.

With reference to this office letter No. 2363 A of 29th June 1888, I am desired to
submit, for the consideration and orders of Government, the accompanying proceedings
of a committee which assembled to select a site to the south and west of the canton-
ment of St. Thomas’ Mount for barrgcks for a Wing British Infantry, ‘together with
a plan of the proposed arrangements of the several buildings.

2. The proposals of the commijttee include the provision of barracks for four
companies in double-storied half-company blocks with subsidiary buildings and the
following auxiliary buildings : —

(2) Married quarters. | (4) Quarter guard.
(¢) Orderly room.
Of these, the Commander-in-Chjcf considers («) and {¢) need not be provided as the few
married men that need necessarily he with a deteched wing could be suitably housed
in the Royal Artillery married q'uarters which are not distant from the proposed site
for the barracks, while an orderly pgom is not authorized as a separate building,
accommodation for it being provided ip the lower floors of one of the barrack blocks.

3. No provision has been made by the committee for the buildings enumerafed

in the margin, items (1) to (5) of which

(1) Wash-houses, His Excellency considers should be pro-
(2) Plunge-bath, vided for with the barracks, leaving the
(8) Refroshment-room (or canteen), provision of the remainder for future con-

49 M ine. ] Ly e
253 ngﬁggeand Skittle alley sideration as the necessity for each may

(6) Armourers’ shop. arise.
() Blacksmith’s forge. 4. With regard to the refreshment-
(8) Religious reading and prayer room. room or canteen, His KExcellency con-

(¥) Ball court. sidersthat when the new barracks are built,

the conditions of an institute ought to be
ation ayanged and provided accordingly in the lower
k.blucks, which having been done, a small building for
t liquor apd spirits, and for a bar, should be erected in a
Jacent to the building containing the remaining accommo-

kept in view and accommod
floors of one or more barrac
the issue and storage of mal
situation convenient and ad
dation for the institute,

5. The plan of placing the b
His E.x_cellen.cy, for obviously un
prevailing wind ; but the arra

arrack blocks in a square does not commend itself to

der it all the blocks cannot benefit equally from the

. Ngement of the buildings on the site is a detail which
;an?ag:r;ozzlg:rf‘lﬂihlate" ’WMheﬂ the general scheme for the location of a wing of British
. Thoma e : :

Biora oo ey 8" Mount has heen approved and the provision of barracks for it

6. It will be noted th 4 : : :
Royal Artillery Ri ding schogls, he site selected will necessitate the removal of the

b . . sy B :
southward for new schools, ut gufficient ground is available close at hand to the

ENCLOSURE,
P i :
Sda 0;0%’:{183: ise ﬁfG:g(:-mlm(l}ttee assembled at St. Thomas’ Mount on the 11th July 1888, by
instruction from Arm Ha. s J. mart, R.A., Commanding Kastern District, acting under
of the cantonment of gt {,ﬁ ‘qufl‘ters, for the purpose of selecting a site to the south and west
+ homas’ Mount for barracks for a wing of British Infantry.

i
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President : whe
Brigadier-General G. J. Smart, R.A., Commanding Eastern District.
Members :

.A.. Commanding St. Thomas’ Mount. s
g?iﬁgﬁlcglmﬁegx’n?ﬂey: (i:ssistant Quartermaster-General, Eastern District.

In attendance :

1 tern District.
iating Deputy Surgeon-General Inkson, Eas i
8&3 ﬁw;}n %ur??on,yEsquxeoutive Engineer, Chmgleput. D1v1|510!;1 o
The Committee having assembled pursuant to order, proceed 11;10 mtspe(;::1 tme]) glzx‘;m]l)lan? 'J.g‘hls
the south and west of the cantonment and select that shown in fil e agﬁ) dIr)a in}; i
site they consider in every way suiltab!:, btei(lilg very ﬂ:(?::il szgﬁzm}; ;’1 : ;
" g A s . . et
gOOd'I?ﬁ: m&;fn;li?gcgﬁx;ﬁ:v:sy ;lls:)l a‘h(?)w&sthe%ommi'ctee recommend the various buildings
-should be arranged.
i MART, Brigdr.-Genl. % osidont
i ity COManc;ilgg Ea.sten; Distnct,} Presiden
. W. OMMANNEY, Col,, R.A.,
e vgogmanding St. Thomas’ Mount, >]![embers.
AR P SMALLEY, Lieut.-Col., ; J
” 7 Asst. Quartermaster-Genl., Eastern Dist,
et i J. INKSO%, M{.Sn., i \|
: .-Genl. .
OﬁgE.[.M}t’s Elt;gges, Ea.st’er_n Dist., pIn attendance.
( ., 3 0. H B, BURLTON, ek
Executive Engr., Chingleput Divan., J

'Order—dated 24th September 1888, No. 6442, Military,

Ordered that the foregoing papers, together with the plan, be forwarded to
the Public Works Departmegnt, git% %)he‘ i"équgest that the necessary plans and estlx}lt:te:
for barracks and buildings for a wing of a British Infantry Regiment on the si 'b{il
St. Thomas’ Mount, selected by the committee, may be prepared with the least pqsmhp
delay and submitted through the usual channel for the approval of Government in this
department. .

(True Eitract.)

(Signed)  A. KENNEY.HERBERT, Brigdr.-Genl,,
Secretary to Government.

‘Orper—dated 2nd October 1888, No. 3084 W., Public Works.
Communicated to the Superintending Engineer, V Circle, who will arrange for
‘the preparation of the requisite plans and estimates as soon as possible.
(True Extract.)

(Si . 0. HASTED, Colonel, R.E.
(Riggeclt % 2 ,Secreta’ry to Go;'t., P.W.D.

To the Superintending Engineer, V Circle, with plan.
Mifita.ry Department.

»

Exd. J. Henricus.
Spare Copies
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