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20te Marce 1888, No. 915 W., PusLic Works.

GOVERNMENT OF MADRAS

PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT.

General.
Account.

Reap—the following paper :—

Office note by the Examiner, Pyblic Works Accounts, dated Madras, 21st
December 1887, No. 908,

T have the honor to forward herewith 49 statements showing the works in the
Presidency ( *‘ Buildings and Roads” and * Irrigation > separately by divisions), on
which no outlay has been incurred during the six months ending August 1»87, as well
as the annual repair works of last year, for which gcompletion reports had not been

received iu this office up to 30th September 1887, and also two abstracts, one for the
Buildings and Roads Branch, the other for the Irrigation Branch, showing the numbers

for each period from six months and upwards.

2. I cannot say whether in all cases the works have been completed, though I
have reason to believe that a large majority of them have been completed, and,
considering that for months there has been no outlay on them, for as you will see from
the information contained in the first column of the detailed statements which s
in each case the month in which last outlay was incurred, it would seem that e
(1) the works are carried on in a very dilatory fashion in contravention of
paragraph 1256, or (2) that the completion reports are unduly delayed after completion
of work. 1 may mention that I am daily receiving completion reports, six, nine, or
even twelve months or more after the admitted completion of the vork.

3. The marked difference between division and division seems t cate that
the delays in question are probably the result of the more or less attention given to
the matter by the Executive Engineers concerned.

4, At present statements similar to those enclosed are sent by this offi
Executive Engineers periodically, inquiring whether the works are completed
requesting that, if so, completion reports may be submitted, and in the monthly
objectionable items statements to Government the delay in subwmitting completion
reports beyond one month after completion of work is brought to notice.

5. As, however, these measures have quite failed to secure the prompt submission
of completion reports in accordance with Code paragraphs 503 and 1301, 1t secms
desirable to try whether other measures would not be more effective. In my office
note No. 662, dated 18th October 1887, I have already suggested that the non-
submission of completion reports known to be due should be dealt with in a separate
periodical statement apart from the objectionable items statement ; but it is necessary
for this purpose that information of the completion of work should be available, and, t
supply this, I would suggest that the Executive Engineers should 1
submit themselves quarterly statements of completed works, supplemented
works on which, though not completed, there has been no outlay for six
with full explanation (as regards the latter) of the reason of suspension of work.
quarterly statements would no doubt give a certain amount of trouble in those
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