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GOVERNMENT OF MADRAS.

PUBLIC DEPARTMENT,.

Reap—the following paper :—
NOTE.

It has been brought so often to the notice of the undersigned that the use of the
¢ Manual of the Administration,” especially in the districts, is not commensurate with
the trouble tuken in producing it, that he deems it his duty to offer suggestions for its
more extended use before the matter grows too much out of date to admit of that
being done.

2. Probably the chief reason why the use is not more extended.is that the
greater part of the copies were handed to Collectors, no special nstructions being
given as to their application. The routine of a Collector’s office is not favorable to
initiation in such a matter, and it is to be inferred that most of the copies have merely
gone to the * record-room,” s

3. The undersigned has taken no part of any sort in promoting the circulation of
the book. The book was issued impersonally for very good reasons, for otherwise it
would have been extremely difficult to obtain the eriticism and check
departments. But this method has had one disadvantage in leaving |
any person interested in its dissemination. ,

4. The first principles underlying each department of the Government adminis-
tration are set out in these volumes, and it is believed are not to be found elsewhere.
These principles must remain true for a long time to come. Even the technical
details in the different notices can without much difficulty be kept current by those
immediately concerned, the notices having been drawn up in such a way that the frame-
work, at any rate, must be permanent. The historical part of the matter, including
the three preliminary articles and all the foot-notes, are not likely to be superseded
for some time to come. The second volume contains many useful articles and tabula-
tions. Under these circumstances, there should be means of applying the cuntents of
the book in the practical administration. :

6. Among the following suggestions, some may be approved :— 1

() Heads of Departments and Collectors to whom a large number have been
supplied may be called on to report what distribution they have made of
them, and what use has been made of those retained at head-quarters.

(b) Heads of Departments may be called on to report whether they wish for
extracts from the Manual to be reprinted in pamphlet form for the use of
their subordinates; the reprint of single articles would in most cases
cost no more than the issue of a moderate-sized Government Order.

(¢) The Board of Revenue may be called on to report whether any portions of
the Manual should be made text-books for the standard examinations of
junior Civilians. . : b

(d) The first three articles are of permanent and general interest. The folio size
is a great impediment to their use. They might be reprinted in octavo,
the notes being thrown to the end. The Survey Office could have no
difficulty in reproduciug the maps in octavo. The prime cost of a re-issue
of 500 copies would be about Rs. 300. e “




or otherwise of the Manual articles in
above remarks, it may be pointed out that each article (except
‘ at&xelss)was sent by the Public Department of the Secretariat at

nding executive department, and was by the latter passed

(Signed) C. D. MACLEANE.

e’s note w111 be commumcated to all Collectors and H A
E d :
‘ ba»asked to report on the suggestions made in paragrapel? 5s ’

(True Extract.) :

! H. E. STOKEN. »
Chief Secretary.
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