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 19th April 1888.

GOVERNMENT OF MADRAS.

PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT.

General
Account.

Reap—the following letter from A. REA, Esq., ®.R.A.8., First Assistant, Archeological
Survey, to the Chief Secretary to the Government of Madras, dated Amard-
vati, 20th April 1888, No. 188 :— e S

In continuation of my letter No. 138, dated the 26th March 1585, to the Director-
General of the Archseological Survey, regneutmgf that the balance of the grant of
Rs. 500, sanctioned for excavation last official year, should be continued to this year;

' ‘and that T might be allowed to draw on the further grant of Rs. 400, sanctioned for

Guntupalle, for work at Amardvati, and with reference to G.0. No. 374, dated the
7th instant, I have the honor to remark as follows:(— s WFry
9. In the work of excavation at (1) Bezvéda, (2) J igerigudem near Guntu-
palle, (3) Pogandanidibba, (4) Sakaladanidibba near Pedda Ganjam, g}: Kqﬂmﬁ; ,
(6) Kanuparti, and (7) Motupalle, the sum expended amounted to Rs. 227-10-3,
and at all of these places I made important discoveries. e i Ly
3. Of the original grant of Bs. 500, this left a balance of Rs. 272-0-9 for work
at the Amardvati stupa. This, however, is hardly sufficient for the exteusive work
being carried out here. I will be able to finish the work at Amarévati, so far as this
season is concerned, by drawing on the Guntupalle grant to the extent of Rs. 300, or
a total for this past season of Rs. 800. Rs. 163-4-9 were actually charged in the
accounts for 1887-88, leaving a balance of Rs. 636-11-3 brought forward to the grant

for 1888-89. ,

4. Of the work at Amardvati, ] may state T have got a number of marbles at the
hitherto unexplored Kuchidibba and, at the stipa itself, have up to date unearthed
over seventy sculptures: most of them are large, and several have inseriptions. The
finest discovered as yet are one of the upper panels of the rail, 6 feet 7% inches long
by 2 feet 8 inches broad, with figures and runuing scroll on one side, and fifty-two
closely-grouped figures, &o., 0B the othor ; and a splendid panel, b feet 4 inches high
by 8 feet broad (in four pieces), showing the representation of a stipa with rail, &c.,

~ complete. The minuteness of the work resembles ivory carving, and the panel itself

is almost a replicate of the bas-relief in the India Museum, illustrated by Fergusson in
pl. 17 of his History of Indian and Eastern Architecture. Though the design 18 different,
the general appearance of the panel is somewhet similar o, though slightly smaller
than, the fine one framed in the Central Museum at Madras.

e

Referred to the Public Works Deﬁartment, in oontinuation of endorsement dated

(By Order.) L :
~ . (Signed) W. 8. MEYER,
- 10th May 1888. ‘ Assistant Secretary.
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