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GOVERNMENT OF MADRAS.

PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT.

General. ’ /
Establishment.

Reap—the following papers :—

Office Notf: from the Examiner, Public Works Accounts, dated Madras, 14th
April 1888, No, 1343. -’

In G.O. No. 687 W., dated 27th Eebruary 1888, the appointment of A. Rama-
chendriah, who has exceeded the age of 25 years, as a draughtsman on the permanent
establishment of the West Coast Division, has been sanctioned, subject to the usual
conditions as regards pension ; but the vacancy against which the.appointment was
made has not been yet intimated to this office.

2. T presume, however, that the appointment was made vice Govindaraja Mudaliar,
draughtsman, first class, retired from 11th February 1888, and if so, the appointment
is irregular, as, under Public Works Department Code, para. 460 A, that vacancy
should not be filled up permanently until the final orders on the pension application
are passed by Government in the Pension Department.

3. Apart from the above objection to the appointment in question, I have to
point out that there are at present two supernumerary draughtsmen, who have been
ordered to be absorbed on the occurrence of vacancies, vide G.0Os. Nos. 808 W, and
3366 W., dated 15th March and 8th December 1887, respectively, and orders are
requested gs to whether the appointment of Ramachendriah can be accepted on the
fact of the above orders.

4. 1 take thig opportunity of asking that Government may be moved to reconsider
the question of embodying in the Code the orders contained in G.0O. No. 537 W, dated
16th . February 1888, to the effect that supernumerary hands must, in all cases, be
absorbed before new men are appointed.

5. The desirability of introducing a ruling of the kind was brought to notice in
my Office Note No. 747, dated 8th November 1887, but it was decided by Government
that each case should be decided onm its merits, vide G.O. No. 3081 W., dated 15th
November 1887. 1 now wish therefore to explain I never intended to suggest dny
rule which would prevent Government from dealing with each case on its merits, or
which would, in the slightest degree, hamper them in doing so. The intention was
simply to place a necessary restriction on the action of Superintending Engineers or
other subordinate appointing authorities, as long as supernumeraries exist, and this

_ principle has already been affirmed and re-affirmed by Government, vide G.Os, No,

Wb ok np| 1635 'W., dated 28th June 1886 ; No. 808 W., dated 15th March 1887 ; also G.O.

- No. 537 W., dated 16th February 1888.
6. Should Government, on reconsideration, decide to embody the ruling in the
Code, it will be necessary to consider in what manner the existence of available super.
numeraries can best be kept in view of appointing authorities, and generally how
practical effect can best be given to the rule; but I do not propose to go into this
matter until receipt of a reply to the present reference.
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