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GOVERNMENT OF MADRAS.

PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT.

General.
Account.

Reap—the following letter from D. C. GORDON, Esq., Examiner of Public Works,
Accounts, to the Secretary to Government, Public Works Department, dated
Madras, 8th November 1886, No. 126 W.:—

I have the honor to forward, for information and orders of Government, notes by
Mr. Rainier, Deputy Examiner, of his inspection of the office of the Tanjore division.

2. The report is on the whole satisfactory, but the matters which require remedy
should have the special attention of the Executive Engineer and of the accountant.

ExcLOSURE.

Nores of inspection by H. RAINIER, Esq., Deputy Examiner, Public Works Accounts,
Madras, of the office of the Executive Engineer, Tanjore division, on the 22nd and
23rd October 1886.

Mr. C. Mitford Smith, Executive Engineer, 3rd grade, who took charge of this division
from Mr. Hughes on the 2nd April 1886, was present ; also the accountant, T. S. Sundrum Pillay.

2. The office was last examined by an Accounts officer in November and December 1885 (see
papers printed with G.O., No. 2984 W., of 12th December 1885).

3. The sub-divisions remain the same, except that an additional one was formed in September
1886 by the absorption of the Cauvery and Vennir Regulators project, hitherto a division
of itself.

The headquarters sub-division is now under the Executive Engineer.

The Tanjore sub-division is now under Mr. A. M. Foord, Executive Engineer.

The Méyavaram sub-division is now under Mr. Krishnamachariyar, Assistant Engineer.

The Cauvery and Vennér sub-division is now under Mr. T. Subrahmanya Pillai, Honorary
Assistant Engineer.

4, The above officers, except the last-named, have each a drawing account, the sub-division
officers rendering their cash accounts twice a-month, with fair punctuality, but not always
accompanied by vouchers.

5. The balance of the Executive Engineer’s drawing account on 1st October 1886 was proved
correct. The cash-book balance was verified by count of cash in hand. The sub-divisional cash
accounts were examined as regards a period of each.

6. The balance at the treasury at the beginning of the month has sometimes been out of all
proportion to the expenditure of the previous month, thus :—

Total outlay of Treasury balance at
division. close of month.
» RS. RS.
April 1886 ... oia 115289 14,547
o TR R P R e I R e Y 11,591

Ragt o e TR 10,616
(see code paragraph 1859). The uncertainty of the weather is said to have made progress on
works uncertain.
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7. The imprest-holders are—

a) Mr. C. H. R. Morton, Supervi :

i capable of reduction. RUETte HlaE10s MR ROG Thout, vk bt MiRcrsips
(5) Mr. E. Dady, Supervisor, Rs. 25; frequently recouped.

(¢) Mr. R. Visvanatha Iyer, Overseer, Rs. 25 ; recouped frequently.

(d) Mr. T. Subrahmanya Pillai, Assistant Engineer, Rs. 250 ; frequently recouped

(e) A. Streenivasa, Head Ulerk, Executive Engineer’s office, s, 25. e

8. The above accounts are in order, but the charges should be posted m
a maistl‘y or when la,bo.r is paid, the lleriod shoulg be mentionelc)l. Watcolf;lg}faiy’tﬁg .é:v htlen
when P&ld in gangs, {nlght be conveniently brought together in a nominal muster roll for . S}:
work, ms'tead of'enizenng each man by.na,me in the gash or imprest account. In the M4 e
sub-division, maistries and labor are paid often as much as twenty days after the period coﬁgﬁn

9. Rs. 51-13-0 received by the Méyavaram sub-divisional officer b ;
i 3 f miscellan

receipts on the 22nd June were not paid into the t ; i eous
189 lpan 1 1894). P nto the treasury until the 19th July (code paragraphs

10. The work accounts of June and July 18%6 were . X
available right through to the work voucher rendered to therEiz;nilrlng’(: O’I;%(;l:: o ii s oy

11. The average monthly number of works in progress f
113; the number of contractors and petty contm%to%s’essg 3 ;Ol't ggegﬁ }fg;xr olfnov]vlg;'l]: hgstbeen
prepared, 118; the cash outlay on works, Rs. 634 ; the outlay by cheque on works, Rs % ;;gcts
] . Oy 4

12. The contractors in this division who have led
: : ger accounts are not more th ixi
ber, the remainder bein called pett i re than six in
1;1\1111;10?‘6(1- e Te :n tgt tp y contractors, of which, in September, there were 98
At present all payments to con ractors are made by sub-divisi !
necessary that all e_ontracts for works above Rs. 2,000 );hould b:lﬁlfggﬁ_eam::?};e ét is, of course,
Engineer for sanction, whatever the nature of the agreement (code paragraph 336) uperintending

13. In the Tanjore sub-division, it has been the cust .
above, on final measureme_nt_s.of finished work, tp deduct lgn;e?il::t.%ag:gfl gpeif;};o soilt'ractors. as
of the work by the sub-divisional officer; and in this way there has accumulpt & Ra inspection
to about 36 petty contractors, some as far back as March 1886. ated Rs. 1,715 due

14. In the Méyavaram sub-division, the sam t : ~
and is as long outstanding ; the last me’asurement? 5? I"chgfv:c?:ll:sm a}i)lg\trfauiglfas T(:;icheq Rs. 1,829,
1886 (see paragraph 21 of last report), erred to is dated May

156. District Jail, Tanjore.—Rs. 151 is yet to be debi BRI o
ment for convict labor employed on the abo);e w(:.urkela(sa';b l;'zgr.t % s uvidon by e Hiat Dapit

16. Messrs. Hunter and Company, eontractors, should h ir bi

. S ’ ave t >
ledger account k%)ktla in their own name and not in that of their Zsth};fuieglgseﬁai?&ut ls:nd t1111e1r
is no cont.ra.ct._d ?1 power of attorney from Hunter and Company to tghei.r ¥ ‘: ﬁm there
Iyengar, is sai to have been seen by the Executive Engineer; but a gent, Ramanja
of it, should have been registered in the office. i copy, or at least particulars

17. Measurement sheets are generally i : :
conspicuously cancelled as soon as%:he bi]lyislgrzs:g. fair order, but all such doouments must bo

18. There were no measurement books for s ;
shown were not all in such good order as is desﬁg??ncggs 1;3}: elzg‘:logzéeg&?n; 2 el

19. There is a balance of Rs. 21-11-7 since March 18 :
to the contributor, regarding a head-sluice in Noz{:.r, 1W?§(’,1:v %z];]: ?:ﬁdaﬁpmﬁnﬂy be returned
measurement book was available. o be finished. No

90. The works of the Cauvery-Vennér regula i il 1
I. Alterations to the Grand a.nigut. e e
II. Dam at Vennar head. -
III. Cauvery regulator.
IV. Vennér regulator.
V:i. Lascar shed.
Rs. 50 charged in September’s work abstract of Cauvery regulator
“ serew shutters” is for the pay of maistries, properly chgrgeagble uudetro“le;’t:gy uslllldilr'é;g:}?ﬁ
register of works account of the above work for July ; the balance of materials af site at the
beginning of that month is Rs. 2,883-5-8, and there was a decrease in the value during that month
of the same amount, but this is not borne out by the work abstract, part IV nbgr by a ve
unintéel'lhg&ble_a p.al.ser, yvhlolflf w?s pr:d"lcfd’ said to contain*an explanatio;l, > o Ty
. A similar wipe off of materials at site in July (Rs. 62 i :
of the Venndr regulators, without anything in support.y ( SR Arpoats INEND Jegtir of works
22. There is a small stoc}: pg.lance which came to this division with the Cauvery and Vennér
_regt\ﬁl_atgl?s.p'roleot. In that division, there was a sanctioned limit which covered it ; there is none
in this division.
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The stock is principally building materials, and the accounts are in order.

93. The tools and plant accounts might be better kept. Th ire th g
s H ) L pt. ey require the accountant’s
attention. Some furniture bought in the Tanjore sub-division was paig forqon the 2nd September
1856 (Rs. 84) without any bill (M 17) except the petty contract account, and were not brought on
to the tools and plant accounts until the 30th September 1886.

There are no famine tools in this division.

24. 8o far as the Executive Engineer’s office is concerned, the service label account is in
order, but there are similar accounts in the sub-division offices, which are never checked. The
accountant should, in future, check the account in the Executive Engineer’s office whenever a fresh
supply of labels is indented for.

25. Twenty-four items, aggregating Rs. 1,506, are standing in the deposit account (September
1886) as security lodged by contractors. Steps have long ago been taken to transfer these items
to the post office savings bank; but this institution, unlike the district savings bank just
abolished, requires so many forms of declaration from the parties, that it involves considerable -
correspondence and delay. :

96. The recent movements of Clerk Vettivalle Pillay are not recounted in his service book
which has never been attested since 1879. £

97. The accountant is allowed by the Executive Engineer his legitimate authority over the
clerks, and although he has ample assistance he works assiduously himself.

Orper—dated 10th November 1886, No. 2966 W., Public Works.

Communicated to the Superintending Engineer, VI Circle, for the information
and guidance of the Executive Engineer, Tanjore division, whose special attention will
be directed to the several matters brought to notice which require remedial action. ”

(True Extract.)

(Signed) J. 0. HASTED, Colonel, R.E.,
Secretary to Govt., P.W.D.

To the Superintending Engineer, VI Circle.

,, Examiner, Public Works Accounts.

Exd. E. Fernandez.
Spare Copies
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