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by himself. In ces®s other than

-

those of offlcers‘proceeding on

7 s PR ek RN S o

leave, the paynent to.an agent or

bank ‘has been a matter of arrange-

ment petween the disbursing officer
’ 5

and the payee,and 1 am unable to

say whether a written authority 131
generally rayuired,or whether oral
instructions are considered suffi-
cient., Indeed,unless thé}é'is some

difficulty about getting a voucher

4

for the payment,as in a recent case
which has led me to sunwmit this

o
question for orders,the fact of

s S i

payment to an agent ( 1n the case

of an officer not taking leaye) does

not come to the knowledpe of this

il ff:. ce.

5. As regards vouchers éqf: .
such payrents the practice haé‘beepQ
to acceyt the receipt of the ban h'
aggnt as a final receipt; and ‘

L 3

apparently no douht has been qupr—g

¥

tained as to the sufficiency of suc

a receipt as a voucher for the

amount paid. The only diffi

apparently ha§.been one afi

of theucﬁde}reguirgmeat (;iyh
‘péraﬁg7$ivthap réceip£s f§f sﬁlar;gﬁ
shall acknowiedge the Teceipt of the
aross,and not of the net,amount p;id;

b2cause no bhank or aeeney firm will




(as such ) give any receipt for any-

thing except the net amount paid.

| T In considering,what rules,
1T any,should be laid down as to
these matters,it will,l think,pe

convenient to take first the question

b

-of the voucher,and next that of the

authoraity to ne reguired from the

officer concerned;because the

anthority to be demanded depends

ese R AN S e TS

on the sort of voucher that is to
. .be required; and the expediency

of allowing payments to agents 1n

t%is or thgt class of cases will
probably depend,core or less ,on the
i degree of strictness with which a
formally sufficlenﬁ authoraty 1is

to be 1insisted on.

7. As regards the voucher

‘question,1t seemws, doubtful whether

the receipt of an agent or bank —the

e receipt,that 1s,0f an agent as
 distinguished from an attorney —

is of any real value except as an
gg_interimwreceipt,to be subsequently
exchanged for a final receipt signed
oy the princlpal;and if 1n any class
of cases paynents to banks and

firms of asency(as such and not as

attorneys of the officers concerned)

may pe pernitted,the difficulty as

to the detasl of the voucher can,

and T think shovld,be got over by

requiring the officer himself to

give a final recelpt 1n the form and
detail required by the Code. On the

other hand 1f payments may be made

only to the duly constituted attorney

or attorneys of the officer concerned, ?w

e ¢

I presume that such attorney or |

attorneys would feel no difficulty f?
about giving a2 receipt in the form

and detail in which the officer 1

himself would give 1t The receipt

in that case would be giyen HY some

individual partner of the firm of
agency,or some individual officer
of the bank,signing as attorney for
the principal and not on behalf of

the firm or bank.

8. As regards the question ofb‘
whether a power of attornéy shou ld
be reyguired in all cases,or in any
cless of cases,1t appears to me that, |

1f the receipt of an agent is to be

regarded as merely an ad interim

B

receipt,payments to agents (as Pis-
tinguished from attorneys) should
not bhe a}lowed in cases 1in which
there is likely to he any difficulty
or delax’ln exchanging the ad

interim receipt for a final receipt;



and that,consequedtly,payments of
leave allowances to offlcgrs out of
'India,or possibly even out of the
Madras Pr651déncy,should only be
made to the officer himself,or to

his duly constituted attorney: and
if it is thought that payments

to an agent (as such) must be con-
fined to cases 1n which the payee

is in India (or in the Madras
“Presidency),in which cases ;heques
;an'always be sent to the officers
_concerned,lt may be a question
whéther 1t would not be better

to forbid such payuments altogether,and
‘to reguire cheqyues drawn 1n the names
| of the officers concerned to be sent
eithef direct to themseives or to
their agents to be forwarded. Pay-
ments to anyoody except the creditor
himself would then be prohiblted‘

in the case of an officer actually
in India (or in the Presidency) whether
on lsave or not,and in ‘the cese of
an officer proceeding on le;ve b

of India (or out of the %residency)
1t would be necessaryto ascertaln
whather he wished cheyues sent to
hiuself,or whether,having e;ecuted,
or being about to execute,a power

of attorney he wished payments nade

- to his attorney.

o

9. Should Govt. consider it
désirahle to requ1re‘power of attorna!*i

in any class of cases,i1t will be

necessary to provide the means of :

ascertaining that a proper power

of attorney has,in each gase, been !
duly executed; and with a view to

this 1t will probably be desirahle g
to rule that such power of attornpey ‘
shall be sent to some central j ,Tj
office - propably the Examiners —

i !
for nots or repistry,and that pay- ’%J%

ments shall only he made under B

instruetions,whether special or.
general, from suck central office.
Instructions will also be necessary
as to the precautlons‘to be taken

to ensure that a power of aitorney-

remains in force.
.

10. It 1s presumed that chegues
drawn for paynent to an attorney
should be drawr in the pname of the
Frincipal,not in the name of the

attorney.

1 5 Supposing that powers of
attorney are nof considered necessary,”f'
1t should 1 think at any rate he

ruled that no payment should bhe made
to an agent ﬁlthont formal authoraty

to ‘that effect in writing.
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i I_: o 7
;L”ﬁ’mentS¢of &f ‘official salaries
o

12, : 1t 1s purely a question

for Gecvernment to con51der.whethér
poversof attorney should be reyuired
or not; but 1 pelieve that i1n England

they are-always reguired,when pay-

{ i ¢ 3

3 7
'y

or pensions are made -to banks Or
agents,except 1in the case of quasi-
official agents such as Messrs. Cox

and Co; and 1 may point out that

the Code (para 1617) requires the
production of & power of attorney
in cases of paynents to the repre-
sentatives of a contractor. Possibly
Govt, mey consider that in dealing
- With 1ts own servahts it 1s necessary
to 1nsist on the same degree of
formality as 1s prescribed for
dealings with contractors, but 1
"think that if any ‘laxity is to be
allowed 1n such transactions,it
should be done on the responsibility
and with the express permlsslon‘

of Govt.,and not on the responsibili-

ty of the Examiner or of the

¥1sbursina officer,

13, As the prineciples 1nvolved
‘in the questionsnow raised are not
peculiar to the P,V¥.D, ,and as orders

may possibly have been issued already

1in other departments,1t may be

»

W, e A . IR SRR
" o g S il o oo + e 7 AT (T

MOsom

e e

advisable to refer the matter for

the consideration of the Financial

Depar tment,
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