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From g
Major C.HyP, Christie R,E,
T EXAMINER,
PUBLIC WORKS ACCOUNTS,
MaDRaS,
!1\0
The Chief Engineer,
Public Works Department.
Madras, 2, December 188/.

Here enter endorsement by the Superintending Engineer 5th
Circle No, 3403 dated 2lst. November 1887 on letter from

M 5 V\. -b'ﬁ'dl"bl[) 1'_;)((;(:11'_,1'-/& '51‘1{«11.1,‘@\31‘ South AK'COE Dlvlslon
!

{original).

Forwarded to the Chief Fpgineer P, W, Nepartment

as reyues ted,

2. There has been no ayoidable delay in dealing with
the travelling allowance bills of the South Arcot Diyision,
and Mr. Martin has peen informed accordingly, Mr. Martin's
/
complaints,of which there have been two,one ip my predecessors
time and one ip mine,were made inp replies to disallowance
lists,2n the wording of which,and of rejoindersete connected
with them,brevity is necessarily studied,and all redundancy
avolded; moreover the disallowance list form 1s intend®d for
@liciting 1nforuatlon as to.irregular,or epparently irregular,
claims 1n bills,and is not the proper vehicle for complaints
of this sort., Also Mr Martin on each occasion has adopted
a tone which implied a right on his part to call the Examiner

to account,and to insist on an explanation which must bhe

atisfactory to himself,or,failing that,a pronmise
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of emendment in future — a ¢laim which nei ther my prodecessor
AA % 50
, ; r the PUI’P
nor myself has been inclined to admit, The replies given Hadng allowed fo
D" >
to Mr. Martin’s remarks have therefore probahbly heen rather .
' oftice. 13

more eurt than they would haye been if he had addressed the ;“; \
o /
-Sekgfxaminer in a letter,and had adopted a sliphtly different j&

tone.

3 It is evidently not worth while to keep up such ) &
record of the detailed progress of the audit of each ‘
travelling allowance bill,or galary bill,and of the bhousﬁq
anq one accldents which may delay the disposal of any one
bill,often in the interests of the officers whose clalms
are under disposal,on the chance of being asked a month ort
afterwards why some individual bill was(apparently)delayed1‘
; day or two more ér}ﬂilﬂln audit; but if Government see an@
reason to suppose that there s any undue delay in the |
disposal of bills generally,l will endeavour to keep such ai‘
record for a time,and I shall hope to satisfy Government b
that there 1s no such delay; put it would I think be time and}

labour wasted.

4, I fully agree with Mr Martin as to the hardship to
menial servants of being kept wziting even a few days for

-out of pocket expensesforceq upon them in connection with
Journeyé @ade on duty, 1In Superintending Enpineers offices
such expenses as rallway§fares,are generglly,recouped at onece,
if pot advanced beforehand,éut of the office imprest,which

is apaln recouped on audit of the office trayelling allow-
ance bill; and I think Covernment might allow a similar

procedure in Executive Engineers offices,a small imprest
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