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GOVERNMENT OF

A

= Ao o i

MADRAS,

REVENUE DEPARTMENT

——

Reap—the following letter from J. H. GARSTIN, Fisq., ca.t., First Member of the
: Board of Revenue (on Special duty), to the Secretary
Revenue Department, dated Madras, 13th December 1888, No. 55 :—

to Government,

_ In continuation of my letter of the 26th ultimo, I have the honor to submit the
following report on the condition of the Sub-division of the Ganjam district.

2. This sub-division is under the charge of the Principal Assis
It comprises the Grovernment taluk of Chicacole and the Parldkimedi,

Its total area is about 1,300 square miles and its

Tharla zemindaris.

— Area. Popﬂam'
g : BQ. LS.

Chicagole taluk' . 412 200,419
Parlakimadi p 3 e 672 240,980
< STET IR SR AR, 172 105,296
Tharla .. & e R a4 24,118
Total ,. 1,310 570,813

| tive purposes, into two Local Fund taluks,

Chicacole and Parlikimedi Boards,

Assistant Collector,
Tekkali  and
Squ : population
about 570,000, as shown in the margin.
The Parlékimedi estate is nonder the Cours
of Wards and has been so for the last 50
years, Tl; Tekkali estate is in -the
possession of its two widowed proprie-
tresses, and Tharla in possession of the
zemindar of that name. It will thus be
seen that the sub-division is a small one,
being considerably smaller than the Goom-
sur taluk. It is divided, for administra-

each under a Taluk Board. These are the
and all the Local Fund roads in both circles, having

a total mileage of about 261 miles, are in the executive charge of a single Public
Works Department Supervisor, who is under the orders of the Principal Assistant
Collector as President of both circles.

works.

Besides this officer, there is a Public Works
Department Sub-Engineer in each Local Fund taluk who
Neither of these officers is under the Prinei
any way, and, if he wishes them to do anything, he

has the charge of all other
Assistant Collector’s orders in -
to address them through the

Collestor at Chatrapur, who addresses the Distriet }Z}ng'um:xl'i residing at Berhampore,

‘who sends the necessary orders. It thus comes about that

roads in the Parlikimed:

estate, which are not recognised as Local Fund works (and there are several such-called
“ Estate roads”), are under a different officer from the Local Fund roads in the

estate, of which there is a total len

admit of some improvement,

3. When the Colleetor first became a
the district he ordered weekly rep

gth of about 126 wiles. The system scems to

pprehensive of the occurrence of distress in
orts to be sent in by

all tahsildars and deputy

tahsildars on the condition of their taluks and sub-divisions. These reports were
directed to be submitted through Divisional officers in the famine narrative form

appended to the Famine Code, as being very compendious.
on by the Divisional officers with their remarks,
statements of seyere failure of crops and prospective distress
Tekkali and of the need for relief works in the latter estate
determined to visit those parts of the district before leaving it.

from some of the reports submitted.
The Parldkimedi ‘]?tste manager rj‘:ported insl:u;.—- 7 wi

- Weekly report for the week euding Yovember —Crops withering for want of

rain.  Rice and other food-grains procurable with great difficulty. No work availabie

for laboring classes.. Pe
operations. - Rice 103

ST

e in villa

ges inclined to do cooly work and
ragi 27 seers per rupee. : :
Wackly report for week ending November 10th.—Last week’s rain ve

~ Th were sent
In the reports from the sub-division,
in Parldkimedi and
having been made, I

I subjoin extracts

nd not eultivation
very useful to

& paddy fields. The ganie felt by people in general op mnmf the expected famine

N & )
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s o & cerain extent roduood. No umedite neossity for opening reliet works.
~ Rice 111, ragi 27 scers per rupee. t&.—-—-W hgilrie g tand y s s
gy ) i: ending November 17 ater-supply ; wiid S Vil
mnt;.vnf’?o;legogp{;;lmt ;”addg erops will give some relief. No immediate m . _,‘_. .
for opening relief works. Rice 12, ragi 27 seers per mg::-d ek i
T ol bl Mo mmetiie mosty o vl works
- difficulty ; people enjoy | : 0. Snd cholum. Ovwing to wantof min
R v tion live on ragy cumbu} 4 , 1 iy
mtteyd i&gﬁl :f giﬁe harvest only % of ordinary erop. There mfu.’la:ih:m
diffioulty in procuring food-grains.  If there is no rain by the end (;ood and);;al&
T bet{,, wﬁm in tanks and the people will suffer from. scarcity of ate ‘\
5 i D Tahsildar reported of his division— : T
I el 7 e g Sy St s
Mg “’::I"&:?.f‘n.“"ﬁ’éﬁi‘i?ﬁ distress, except well-to-do ryots. Relief works -

;?xg?hw?nmm No deaths from starvation wportéd. Rice 114, ragi 24 seers per

R ek essye r 1044~ Recent i has given lifo to
w  for week ending November life,
| - w#cizgp rq)ﬂiﬁe are in bad cigoumsmnoes‘.. ‘Bome are living on herbs. - Beg:: 7
zlbt il have to be started, asalso a poor-house. These will be required about
end of December or beginning ‘of January. Rice 113, ragi 27 soars po e, 11
In weckly reperi for week ending November 17th.—Bmall tanlmrgene1 lthon; .
* Tatge ones have little water. Condition of people mprgving.o In geg?lm wi ;
employment. Relief works and poor-houses ‘needed. Rice 12, ragi 27 scers per

ﬁ’eelcly repo}t for week ending November 24th.—Ryots plonghing land to sow

sevond crop of rice in northern part of Tekkali. Much land left waste. People n want

¥
oA

of smigrating to Burma. Some live on herbs. Noticed some cases of . L i y! !
anﬁfif{on%fgiﬁtg?f food. Requested Sub-Collector to open a relief work and & = * L ',*,( .
poor-house.  Rice 13, ragi 27 seers per rupee. i },: : s f
' ger of the Urlam estate reported in his— : ‘
; ?e;og}n;g&e fortuight ending November 3rd.—~As prices had risen, people were

ring from want of food, but as prices have since fallen owing to rain having =
fsz;l':g;, tlgiey may be relieved. ~Rice 12 seers, ragi 30 seers per rupee. | . A
" For weel: ending November 10th.—Owing to good rain in the week, the state o e
the country is good to some extent.  No work for coolies. No deaths from starva- |
i ice 12, ragi 27 seers per rupee. ‘ - ’ T S
i F::l f:ed: endii‘; Novemberl-) 17tk.pe~fsmte of country somewhat fair. Prices are
falling. People are free from fear of scarcity. Recommends execution of re ‘
works.  Rice 131, ragi 30 seers per rupee. _ g
Tahsildar of the Chicacole taluk reperted-— . & <l
%ﬁ the week ending November 10th.—Ragi and food-grains of lower classes have
been harvested. Ragi yiclded 8-anna and cumbu 4-auna crop. Some of the rainfed
tanks contain $, others $ of full supply. Cultivators have agricultural operations,
coolies have no work. Scarcity of food-grain is not felt. Hice 12, ragi 30 seers
m i

Por the week ending November 17¢h,—Paddy crops under chennels in o ndi-
tion, Rainfed paddym“llms suffered a good deal. Coolies have no work. . ty o
food-grains not felt. Prices falling slightly. = Rice 12, ragi 30 seers per rup
 For the week ending November 24th.—Village relief registors under
Rice 13, ragi 28 seers per rupee. Sy ¥
The Deputy Tahsildar of S8émpet reported in his— 3
Weckly report for the week ending November 3rd.—The prices of ri
Sémpet were, local rice 103, imported rice 114, ragi 22¢ scers per Tupee. -
" In kis weekly report for the weel ending November 10th.—Standing ¢
Food-grains abundantly available. Prospects favorable. Prices '-fanhg
. '11%, rice (imported) 12, ragi 22¢ Seers per rupee. i : |
In his weckly report jor week ending November 17ih.—The prices o
were, rice (oual) 12, i (imported) 12, ragi 24 seers pe rupee.

‘
}
|
|

&
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In gzporz Jor week ending November 24th.—Sufficient supply of water in tanks and
wells.  Most of the lahoring classes have work, Gratuitous relief has been given to

famished people. Prices falling, Food-grains abundantly available. Merchants
active. ; :

4. 1 left Chatrapur on the 29th for Berhampore and the same evening diked to
Kasibugga in the Tharla estate and in the morth-eastern part of the sub-division.
Here I was met the following morning by Mr. Broadfoot, the Acting Principal Assis-
tant Collector, and by the zemindars of Thurla and Mandasa. The Tharla zemindar
stated that the crops were so poor on his estate that he only expected a 1 outturn.
The deputy tabsildar, however, told me that this estate was the best in his division
and would probably get an 8-anna crop. The zemindar also complained that he
had been assessed too highly in the matter of road-fund, his income having been taken
to be neatly double of what it really was. The other side of the story, as I learnt
from Mr. Broadfoot, was that the zemindar had refused to send in proper accounts of
his income and had been accordingly assessed on ome estimated by the tahsildar and
approved by the Collector. The matter, I understood, was still under appeal to the
Board of Revenue. The Mandasa zemindar, 'whose estate adjoins the sub-division
on the north, said that there had been severs loss of crops in his estate, but he
thought he would get an 8-anna, or half crop, all round. There had been very
little rain, and he added, with a touch of humour, that he understood that the sun
never set on the Queen’s dominions and perhaps that might aceount for his estate not
getting its full quota of rainfall sometimes. He also complained that an Irish bridge
was being constructed, instead of a bridge with arches, over a small river, called the
Surnamudi, about two miles from Mandasa, on a road running for 16 miles through
his estate from the Trunk road towards Parldkimedi, and ashe had given all the land
required for the road, he asked to have an arched bridge built over the said river.
Except as a work possibly available for employing labor on during a period of
distress, the matter is one hardly within the seope of my report, but as I promised the
zemindar that T would mention his request, 1 have done so,

5. After a few hours’ halt, I pushed on to Parldkimedi, where T arrived the same
evening (November 30th). The road lies for some miles through a jungly country
where there is not much cultivation, but after crossing the watershed of the Mahen-
dratanaya river valley the eultivation began to increase rapidly in extent and improve
in appearance, till, at Parldkimedi itself, the five or six square miles of fine well-
grown rice erops, all nearly ready for the sickle, which are irrigated by the waters of
the two large tanks at Parlikimedi, called the Rama S4garam and the Sita Sdgaram,
were as fine a gight of its kind as one could wish to see.

6. At Parldkimedi I was kindly received by Mr. Taylor, who, in addition to
being the tutor of seven young zemindars, is Vice-President of the Parldkimedi Taluk
Board and President of the Municipality. Shortly after my arrival the eldest son of
the zemindar came to see me. He isa quiet-mannered intelligent young man and has
for some time had administrative charge of a portion of the zemindari eontaining
19 villages. These he manages with ability, and shows, I understand, a keen and
intelligeat interest in everything conneeted with the whole estate to which he is the
heir, : j

7. The next day the manager of the estate came to see me. He was, till quite
lately, tahsildar of the Chicacole taluk, and is, I understand, a Revenue officer of
much experience, He was appointed to his present charge nearly two months ago,
but as he had acted as Town Magistrate of Parldkimedi on two occasions, for brief
periods, during the last 10 years, he was not altogether unfamiliar with the estate
when appointed its manager. The view he took of its ‘condition and prospects was
somewhat gloomy. He seemed to have made up his mind that there ought to be a
famine. - He produced some figured statements and a memorandum in which he had
set out his opinion that the growing rice-crop would not yield more than 1 of an
average full erop; that a full erop only sufficed to feed the people of the estate for
a year, as one-third of it was regularly exported to the Vizagapatam district by road,
thus only leaving £ for consumption by man and beast, and that at the present moment
(leaving the growing erops out of consideration) there was not food to last till

the next harvest, and anless rain fell before February, thus enabling the peogle Fo
ortly

grow crops which might be gathered in April or May, the Government would s
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* even taking the manager’s estimate of tofal outturn to be approximately acourate, it is
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have to import food for the people. He supported his views by very precise caleula~ : g
j tions of outturn of the rice-crops wing
acres.  on the land under cultivation throughout

Total loss on seo e e 1L185  the estate, based partly on inspections of i
On:&ns 2r0p on . G e o 12,175 80 or Qt(?’ villages which he said he had
Two  do. ten e e 9608 podein the Varnassi, Kottur and Sarva- &
gh’“ g"' 2‘%'8'173 kota Kkhandams (sub-divisions of the |
Above dammsson 1 bi7p4 Gluk) Taking fhoareu cultivated this
— fasli to be the same as that cultivated last
Total ... 81,708 fasli, his estimate of outturn on the whole

—— areaof 81,708 acres is shown in the margin,

His estimate of yield in garces of grain was

24,327 garces of rice, less 3 to go to Vizagapatam, leaving a balance of 16,218 garces,
Plus 12,774 garces of dry grains, Caleulating that 3 seers of rice or 15 of dry grain
suffices for a family of 5 * persons daily,

*11 1b. per head. the above estimate, when worked out,
1 I have taken the population figures from the Shows a prospective supply of food enough
last census tables. The manager’s figures to last the whole  population of the
showed the population at 272,509 persons.  estate 240,980 + persous) for about 520
days. It is, however, to say the least of it,

improbable that if food is scarce the ryots will sell their produce for export. So that
to the above estimate of the manager’s may, 1 think, be added the § of total outturn
he deducted, as well as all the existing stocks in hand, whatever they may be. Thus,

clear there is no need for apprehension o the question of food-supply, for many months
to come at all events. But Mr. Taylor, who has lived for many years in Kimedi and
knows it well, considers that the stocks in-hand are large, as there has been no export
by sea from the estate for the last two or three years, while there are no trade
statistics to show what the movements of grain to Vizagapatam generally are, so that
the manager’s estimate of an annual export of 1 of the whole of the outturn of each
harvest has little to support it. The zemindar's eldest son, too, who knows the estate

8. The manager, in his memorandum, also set out that he caleulated that 33,000
people were now in need of relief, but if his prognostications proved correet and no
rain fell before February, then probably 1 of the whole population would be in need

of asaixnce, and to meet—- these gontingencies he suggested.the putting in hand of two

(1) a channel from the Vamshadh4ra at Battil; to . imedi 1
long, and estimated to cost Rs, 2,00,000 ; P?ﬂﬁhmedl’ gt e,
(2) a channel from the anicat at Battirisipuram, on the Mahendratanaya, to the
na Sdgaram, a distance of about 5 miles, and estimated to eos;; about
Rs. 50,000,
:,[ believe the former work is known ag the Vamshadhdra pro; is '
Publie Works De'partment.scheme which has been shelved for vI(’e:::]se.clt:\z:nIdcol;??ﬁﬁ
out nothing definite about it, Apparently estimates for both works are wanting. :

This Sub-Engtnen.
experience of mine

had only arrived at, Parlskimedi a month ago.  He had had mud. s AR I
76—78 and seemed to have already done e R

relief works in the famine of 18

b % Tﬁa%‘eﬁ:kaﬁ division, under the charge of the d
- oomprises the Tekkali and Tharla estaics, a fow small proprietary.
ofnig?% adp :

§

& < -

£ 34 ‘-'u o - ; i
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-
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- 8bounded in excellent sites for.Jarge irrigation_ tanks

| take the place%of the feneral] petty works of that
 taking the sae view o y i

- which T hed myself Xpressed, in my. first report, relative to the 1
oamned that he had not enmf‘%mbordinﬁtg officers,

d overseer, two

them.

" the du% h ‘
" surveyor, but he was not quite up te his work )
mord autteyﬁﬁsfandt‘wo sub-overscers, He s\;n;gm

he had applied for

el 2

- In.starting. vepairs to roads and other work: ‘since his afrival, Ho raid the estate

which might with advantage
ctor, which, abotind, thus
| of the district

the possibilities of impro the southern
proving S

ion of
He had o

.1°~Qn¢%§:ming of the 2nd instant, ¥ left Parlskimedi for Tekkali, a distance

of 19 miles,

| care,

icacole taluk.’ The deputy tabsildar h

..o mules. Lhe rogd was for five miled the same one that T had traversed two days
M@Hﬂm turned off to.the south-past through a country where ths crop
mueli poorer and Where there was a larger show of ' dry cultivation. At Tekkali,
roadfoot again met me with the deputy tahsildar and we discussed the position
dspects of the Tekkali division specially, and those of the sub-division generally, -

eputy tahsildar of Tekkali,
tes, and 29 villages
ingpected 21 of these last and

found that with the exception of four, which are river-irrigated and in which the rice-
[erops were good and would yield a full average harvest, those in all the other 17 were
by VEIZ bad and wauld yield nothing or at most & 1 or 2 anna arop.  The price of second-
| sor here had heen

1o eases of starvation reported. If gratuitous relief e

riee Was about 131 or 14 seers per rupes and was Weiwly fl‘]tg
e i "A mn

Broadfoot and .

the deputy tahsildar preferred to open a poor-house at Tekkali for the distribution of

cooked fodd to having to. distribute.reliefsin villages. “Therg are about 70 villages
Jiu the Tekkali*estate of which the condition, according to the deputy tahsildar, was
« very bad, 8. great deal ofand having been left waste,

almost completoly. They decupy a strip of country along the coast, about 7 miles

wide and about 15 long. : : .
12, Tnthe whole sub-division Mr. Broadfoot stated that-there were three had
- portions— o 1 B ‘

“abouf 40, square miles in area and with

persons. Here the loss of rice-crop is almest entire.

and the rice-crop having failed

(1) the .17 villages inspected by the deputy tahsildar .in the' Paltalogém
hunda in Tekkali. Hore the erops are very had. They co ;

. of about 50 square miles with a population of about 24,

(2) a group of villages, about 35 in number, near Jalmur in the Chiea

ver an area
000 persons.
cole taluk,

& population of about 20,000

the Vaxhshadhﬁm Tiver

“@lled the Varnassi khandam in the Parlékimedi zemindari, The area

(3): & group of about 25 villages ou the westorn side of

of this group is abiout 35 square miles and the population
. % persons. Mr. Broadfoot estimated roughly that th
. will amount to about Ks. 25,000 or 30,000 out of a

A‘.. L7 about Rs. 2,265,000 for the whole taluk.

A +
13 While at Tekkali, I was surprised to find that no. crowd of

inhabitapts came to see me and represent their distressed eircumstan,
generally done elsewhere. About 10 or 50 beggars came, however,
and Mediohf officer of the-union, who cawe to see me while they were
_ tent, recognised them as being almost all professional be
it less easy than usual to get their daily meal by begging from door to
« two gentlemeu told me that there was no dearth of food-su
district, nor was there amy severe distress at present, O

appearance of the people whom I saw betoken want. The wages of

hereabouts are vewy low, the district munsif inforiing me that field
?; while Mr. Broadfoot told me that ifi a statement made

only Rs. 2 a mont

© remissi

about 18,000
ssions mecessary
total demand of

Tyots and dther
ces, as they had
but the President
were collected near my
ggars of the town, who found

door, These

pply in that part of the
ertainly, nowhere did the

however,
get

\ ¢ by the
Urlam zemindar in eonnéction with some proceedings in his Uom,‘it;v_m statog that

~ he paid his laborers enly Rs. 13 a year.”
: 14. On the fQﬂgwing morning I went to Nowpada to geo the
ascertain what salt works were likely to be soon in progress;

siofi of the factory at a cost of Rs. 6,900 was only. awaiting g

v
a'y

1 ¢
f L N ¢ :
3 T K L r.d
e e TR

éa!t‘"f tory and to
I found m exten-
netion gnd aliotment of

#
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funds to be begun.
6 about 1,

‘I,t' a§9m5 to be mx»ex’celien‘t work to afford employment ax d .

me evening I went on from Tekkali to Calingapatam, whers I was met the
z:r:ﬁ:g, just before embarking, by‘the Tabsildar of Chicacole, who gave me a staten
~ ‘which he had had prepared showing that the rainfall in the taluk during the

g to the end of November, had ‘been 2220 inches against 42:50 in 18872 “ o
%?é’g"& 1886 ; that' the cultivation in the current fasli was in excess of any of

the five preceding ones ; that more rain was expected, but 1f it did nobiall- n
tanks wp%ld.beooixe‘dz; during the hot season ; that f:‘_eghma‘hed that the chanmel
irrigated rice lands would yield an 8-anfid erop, but ra rice lands less than a

crop, and that he estimated remissions would amount to.. about-Rs. 30,000 onto!&& : "'H
AL e - W ,‘JI_L':
The n r of peop‘ie likely to require relief he estimated at 5,000 and the number ‘? b % |

demand of about 2} lakhs, exclusive of zemindari peishensh and inam quit-rents.

of paupers to be fed gratuitously at 300 inthe whole taluk. The total of the ﬁgurﬁs
of population given in paragraph 12 supra is 62,000, 10 per cent. of which is §,20?,
so that in the event of distress necetsitating resort to relief works the Tahsildar’s

estimate seems a reasonable one of the mumbers likely to resort to them iri his talak, de.,

including the Tekkali Deputy Tahsildar’s division, but" exclusive of the Parlikimed:
estate. . Bl i

1. Thakensluious o whichff have arﬁvgd‘ relative to, the eondition of the sub- e .

division of the district is that there is no famine there, nor immediate prospect of any ;
" that the stocks of food-grain are fairly ample as shown by the tendency of prices to fall

slowly ; that in the three areas ‘paragraph 12 supra, there has been severe *

~ loss of the rice crop, and that in the rest of the sub-division the outturn will prove to be
short, varying from one-third to two-thirds of anaverage full crop on the whole area to
be harvested, though probably quite normal in all well-watered *villages, That distress
has been caused by the late high prices and the prospects of a failure of the rice harvest [
do not doubt, but I do not think it is such as to call for immediate remetial measures at
the hands of Government. ' If, however; no rain falls in the eurrent month or in Jon »

prices will probably rise, and'if they do so up fo the scareity rafe, then, I think, there
is every probability that the distress will greatly increase and that velief works will be

needed. The most potent factor in the matter is the very low rate of wages that
prevails in Ganjam, where a cooly ordaborer is paid only 11 annas per diem, when in

almost every other district he would get 4 annas, It is true the district is ordinarily

the cheapest in the Presidency in the matter of food-grains, but any rise in the prices
of these is felt more quickly and acutely by the low-paid laborer in Ganjam than the

better-paid one elsewhere, because the ratio of difference between the ¢ ices of food-

.

in Ganjam and any other district is much less than the rati of difference
g_t_ween the rates of wages in them, and wages do not 'glter at onoe with prices. The

Ganjam cocly seems to be, in fact, the worst off of anv in the Presidency, even atithe -

best of times, in the matter of the food purchasing power of his wages,

i
L

16. Should relief works become necessary, I recommend the following preparation

for dommencing work, on which should, T consider, be made at once—
(1) A road from Tekkali vid Nowgam to the point of junction of the Parld-
_ kimedi road with the trunk road near "Anantagiri, a distance of abou
12 miles. The probable cost would be about Rs. 25,000. There was once
a road along this line, but it was abandoned and much of it has since
g been cultivated with the permission of various Colloctors, HAEYM
(2) Re-making the road from mndalam ‘to Battili from the point where

it intersects the P4lkonda _road, about 10 miles. Probable “cost 1%
¥ : i RCE el ol

Rs. 10,000. -

(3) Making a road from Calingapatam to*‘t’hé trunk road dear Kota Bothmali ‘
: about ]2m11es; thig is the ]_ineof ‘the old do4st road. PTOb&ble 6&
. “.1”’"._ I‘-'.“u. L)

Rs. 20,000 B
Besides these works, there are’salt extension or repair works at the factories of Talit

- gapatam and Naupada, which could be put in hand directly, and ougkt to be begun
-in January if they are to be carried out this Pear Those st C’aliﬁggapa?am'ﬁguld )

invelve an outley of about Rs. 9,000, and

E . J 5 id
. . . L

laborers for two'months in cuse of need, but the work hu' "
recomm to Government by the  Commissioner of Salt 3‘“"“3"",{0"-; s e
wse there is so much salt in hand that no extension of tho work is required.  The

f.g} 'Naupada of Rs. 6,000, In thia

18w Decemser 1888, No. 835, Revesve. /T >t ¢
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ection I should here state, what I omitted to notice in my report on the northern
on of sthe district, that  there are salt works .at the Ganjam - factory estimated to
5t about Rs. 13,000 which have been recommended to Government for sanction in
to exeention during the current year, and might be put in hand at ouce if neces-
sary, and would afford a good deal of employment for two or three months in that
neighboughood. = ' it BT, a%sE 2 | :

i 17. T understood from Mr. Broadfoot that the Liocal Fund expenditure of his tivo

| taluk boards is proportionats to date, aud that consequently there is only about one-

b {}Xﬂfourth of 'the year’s allotments still unspent, while the balances are very small or ni/,

" He is anxious that, if reliéf works ave stgried, the Loeal funds of his division should

| receive a largt grant-in-aid from Provineial tunds, and that he should be authorised. to
carry out the proposed works in the ordinary manner(as contemplated by; section 38 of the

Famine Code) with his Local Fund staff, strengthened, where necessary, for the occasion.

I think the proposal a goed one provided the supervifing sfaft is sufficiently strengthened,

for it'is absurd to suppdse that the Local Fund supervisor in charge of all fhe Local

 Fund roadsin the Chicacole taluk to the extent of about 185 miles, and in the Péria-
kimedi estate to the extent of about 126 miles, could also look after the thrde works

* contemplated, or any one of them, if opened. Bach would certainly require its own _

executive staff, and at least one special officer to supervise the work. Mr, Broad¥oot

| also suggested the doubling of all Local Fund.road repair current allotments in the

i division out of the grant-in-aid, but I eanuot support the proposal. ,

' 18. He'also informéed me’ that he had submitted lists of numerous small new
works and repairs; involving an estimated outlay of abbut Rs. 66,000, for making
new roads and repairing old ones and improving the water-supply of villages, to the
Collector, as he cousidered that the orderg contained in the Revenue Board’s FProceed-,
ings of January 24th, 1888, No. 27 (Revend® Settlement Department), required him

" to do this in order to provide work for 5 per cent. of the population near their
homes. He said he did not approve of the system any more than Mr. LeFanu, the
Collector of North Arcot, who had put the samesonstruction on the Board’s order
and had protested vigorously against it in his letter of June 4th, 1888, No. 875, printed
in ‘the Board’s Proceedings of 9th June 1888, No. 266 (Revenue Settlement Depart-

" ment). I told him I considered that both he ‘and M. LeFann had sonrewhat mis-
apprehended the Boardls order. What the Board had directed Collectors to do was

" to prepare lists of civil agency works to such. an extent as would provide employment

i for B per eent. of the population of their respective districts in time of distress, but .
- nothing was said by them about having these works near the homes of the laborers.
. The tisapprehension appears to have arisen from the. Board’s order having ‘been

passed on & eireular letter from Sir E. Buck, the Secretary to the Gove ament of
India in the Revenue and Agricultural Department, which the Madras memenn
referred totho Board for report in G.0., dated November 29th, 1887, No. 1109, Revenue.
In this letter, dated October 11th; 1887, Cireular No.'65" F. 112, 8ir E. Puck asked
the Madras Goverament for ¢ a very brief deseription’of the nature of any works or
operations contemplated by section 30 of the Provisional Famine Code for famine relief
- which are specially intended for the employment of the agricultural population in the
vicinity of their villages,” adding thet he did not want a list of such works « but only
an explanation of their general character, 445 . construetion of *tanks, banking up of
ravines, irrigation and digging of fields, &c.”’ . Now, considering that section 80 of the
Madras Famine Code has no reference to any such matter, while seetion 28 gives the
very description of ®ivil agency works which 8ir E. Buck wanted, and which he
could not have failed to have seen if he had had the Madrag Code before him when he
‘wrote, I cannot help thinking that his letter (which is apparently a cireular one to all
subordinate Governments) was drafted with reference to some other code, for the
Madras Code does’ not contemplate such scattered works for the purpese of giviog

. 5 per cent, or any-other percentage, of the agricultural population work wesr their

' homes, but rather the. coneentration of Iabor on large works under goroper superyi-

¢ sion. Civil agency works are defined in section 21 of the eode, and it is true that

. section .23 points ouf that they are primarily infended to aﬁ’%rra light employment tc

. persons physically unfit for labor on professicnal ageney s and for those who

+ have been in receipt of gratuitous relief, and who, though recovering from debility, are

“ fnot sm'ong’lenough to go toprofessional agency ﬁotks‘.j._ﬁ‘nt ere \i‘s,‘a good deal of

" at
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