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x—dated 11th June 1887, No. 803, Public.
- 2. With reference to paragraph 2 of Mr. Rea’s lotter, it is obser
- payments made by Government to temples are in oompensat’ion for in?r;vf:n;:ﬁ
~allowances previously enjoyed by them, and were mot granted on archwological
Sl i (True Extract.)
H. E. STOKES,
Ag. Chief Secretary,

A

To theRIzi‘reetor-Goneml, Archewmological Survey of India.
» 4. ed, Eﬁ%
, the Public Works Department,




Archaology.

Recording, thh remark,
Mr. Rea, of the Arohteologloal

on n;onths

progress report by
Survey, for the last

11mm Joxe

GOVERNMENT OF MADRAS.

PUBLIC DEPARTMENT

Reap—the following paper :—

From A. REA, Esq., M..A.5., First Assmtant Archaeol gical Sur
to. the Chiaf Secretary to Govemment, dated Madtas, Ich

No. 172

Survey of India, dated anppuram, 19th
dated 20th Apnl 1887, No. 583, Public, I h
the work of the past two montha,w,melud.mg ,

large, is an inferior speclmen of Iﬁth’ entury 1 tole

Rs. 1,200 annually from Government : ‘but from all appearances  the 2

be better expended. The building is not in the state of repair wh
consider desirable, and the principal source of expenditure seems to be
The temple is said to have ample funds of its own, and there is little or no
Government should pay a subsidy to a temple that httle_ deserves i,

’ e A \cons1derable ﬁnancml savin . :

steep, preexpxtous mass of h
* country is pleasantiy-

_enclosure on tha snmm:z
in size and style to thﬁ
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encloses, not only this shrine, but another larger one which is pl: y : :

the west of it, lgut on a platform about 25 cht higher luc;}; 1:1}1[;1«;10;135 dl'tlr‘ll(:is:' ;I l.? b
is at present being completely restored. The two buildings, though c(;rrld? .t:_mple
large, are gf no great importance archsologically. They evidently, in mrtpax: 11 ‘.,er
date from Chola days, or about the 11th century ; but as they are ver)’r silnlilarstidl t(};%t,
already examined, it was scarcely necessary to survey them. Db

5. The chief objects of interest are the rock-e}lt J gin_a sculptures, paintings and
rock inscriptions.  Close behind the

Rock sculptures. temp}e, t?e r;)ck flshelves inwards, forming

a series of natural caves. '86

some chambers have .been built up in brick, forming a number of roorfllsl,oxlxlr(}}xi?:fllﬂxl\rfx(‘g
'probab!y once on a .tlme the residence of the Jaina priests attached to the temple
The brickwork of this portion seems from all appearances to date from about the 15th
century. The walls are built entirely under the overhanging rock, which has subsided
§11ghtly, and seems in danger of crushing them. The building is extensive, going
inwards beneath the rock for a depth of about 45 feet, and extending along its face for
over 90 feet ; none of this has been exeavated, the whole being a natural cavity filled

in with brickwork. On the left, a stair leads up to a first storey, containing a small
shrine dedicated to Dharmadévatha. Its

back wall is formed by the rock, which is
sculptured with a fine set of four figure
panels ; these cover a surface of 12 feet by 4 feet 6 inches. The left panel shows a
standing female figure richly jewelled, grasping in her left hands, what appears to be,
a plantain palm 6 feet high ; her left foot rests on the head of a lion. Four smaller
figures occupy the back ground. The panel on the right has a typical J aina figure
standing on a lotus, with a snake beside him, and branches rising up in front. A
female figure stands on each side. The next panel has a figure sitting cross-legged ;
chowrie bearers and ornament occupy the back ground. A standing figure with snake
hood and attendants occupy the panel on the extreme right.
6. On the right of this range of buildings, another stair leads to the upper storey
of the Vikara, as it may be called. The
Vihara. most of the rooms are on this level. The
brick walls, both internally and externally,
have once been completely coated with plaster, and this has been used as the ground-
work for a series of remarkable paintings,
which have evidently covered their whole
surface. Those on the exterior have

mostly disappeared through the scaling off of the plaster, but in the interior, some
remain in fairly-good preservation. The ceiling of the upper storey is formed by the
under side of the overhanging rock, and this also has been decorated with some pleas-
ing designs in colour. Two distinet periods of painting are observed, for in one place
some painted plaster has scaled off, and’ shows another set of paintings on a plaster
surface beneath it. The best of the frescoes is a circular panel about 3 feet in
diameter with a Jaina figure occupying a disc in the centre; from this radiate a
number of lines subdividing the panel into a _set of smaller ones. TEach of these is
occupied by different figures variously grouped ; one shows a number of worshipping
nuns with white hoods, another lions, elephants and other beasts, and so on. Asa
rule, the other paintingsare very fragmentary, having mostly either scaled off, or been
partially destroyed by the damp. The geometrical and floral designs on the ceilings
are bright and effective in their coloring, and are in fairly-good preservation.

7. Almost on the summit of the same side of the rock, at a height of nearly 100
feet from the ground, is a brick porch with
a small cupola, built on a ledge or natural

latform on the hill face. 1t shelters and

forms the shrine fora remarkable, rock-cut, Jaina sculpture, representing Sigamani
Nathar. The image is a large one, being 17 feet in height ; the hands measure 2 feet
6 inches, the arms 9 feet 6 inches in length, and the breadth across the chest and

arms is 6 feet 9 inches,

Rock-sculptured panels.

Paintings.

Colossal figure.
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8. There are a number of lengthy
inseriptions in old Tamil characters cut on
various parts of the hill.

there are a number of fine Jaina images-

in different parts of the place. :
Close to the west side of the hillis a

fine tank, and a mound with some stones,
marking the site of a previous temple. Some large sculptured stones are near; on®

stands upright, it measures 4 feet 6 inches in height above the ground, and 7 feet 3 L
inches broad. It represents an armed warrior with two females standing on each side, :

and may possibly be a safi stone.

AT

Inseriptions.

9. In addition to the rock sculptures,

Images.

section and plans were made of the Vikara; a few
of the best paintings, including the cir-
cular panel aforementioned, were copied
in colour; and drawings of the rock
sculptures and other images were completed. The inseriptions, which are in Chola
Tamil of about the eleventh century, were copied by Dr. Hultzsch, who accompanied

me thus far. _
11. The rock sculptures are in much_the same style of art and apparent date as
those lately examined at Vallimalai. No
attention is now paid by the people to the :
sculptures at the latter place; but those
at Tirumalai are regularly worshipped.

10. At Tirumalai; elevation,

Drawings.

Style of sculptures.

12. The head draftsman, while working at Sholinghur, surveyed six temples, all
large. Two of them, evidently from

Sholinghur. peculiarities of the site, show some very

unusual arrangement in their plans; the

outor walls are polygonal, and some other interesting features make them specially

worthy of note.’ i e hibd i ot :
One temple has some carved ‘pillars rivalling in intricacy of workmanship and
design the fine piers in the Kalyana Mandapa at Ye.llore.w P S
Another pillar in a mandapa is of a rather original design, and quite different in_
style of architecture from the building in which it now is. It is not unlike, in some
respects, some of the elaborate piers seen in a few of the northern caves. ;

13. The rock-cut temple at Mahendravadi was also surveyed. It is cut ot
single boulder, but is not desi
to form the outline of a structu
ing, like the rathas at M
so that in plan it is exactly like the plainer and earlier
rock-cut caves at Mdmallapuram. The boulder measures 32 feet across the front, and
19 feet in height. The vestibule has four massive piers, ‘and the same numl;erof
responding pilasters on the side walls. The shrine is a small rectangular chamber,
and enters directly from the vestibule ; a dvdrapala is chlptl}red on_each side of its
door. On one of the pilasters are four lines of an inscription in archaic characters.
14. The style of this excavation is identical with similar works at Mdmalla-
puram, Mémandiir, Narsapdlaiyam, Siya-
héndravidi and other Pallava caves. mangalam, Palldvaram, and other places.
As I expected, its examination fully
gupports my theory—advanced after T discovered in 1885 that the Mdmandir caves
were the work of the Pallavas—that all these rock-cut temples are the work of the
ancient dynasty which in the early centuries ruled over the greater portion of the

Southern Peninsula.

Mahéndravadi rock-cut cave.

One side only is excavated,

15. The members of the S‘urveijrst'éﬁ

Head Quarters. returned to Madras at the end of April.
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