lfﬂwMadfa: Government, Public Works Departmem,n
: 24th February 1873.

——————————————————
L]

Read the following letter from Mr. Croom :—
(Here enter No.—, dated 8th December 1872.)

S B , No. OgpER THEREON, 24th February 1873, No. 600.

cne TR = LISHMENT, No. 50. : His Excellency the Governor in
: : R4 pet Council has considered with much atten-
: tion the case of Mr. Croom, as set before

bhim in the voluminous corzespondence relating to his claims.

9. Mr. Croom, who from his position and previous occupations, was very
ill-qualified for the performance of the contracts which he undertook, is himself to
blame, if he has, as is probable, sustained considerable losses while eng ‘
work. As regards the clearing of the three Voyaloor sch:
failed in producing evidence of the work actually peri
Excellency in Council is of opinion that the Executive F

‘ that were possible to ascertain the real circumstance
€« 1 Mr. Croom in a liberal spirit. The delay that took place in
’ N actually carried out, and the impossibility of completely ascerta
; ' ' ' g\ are owing to Mr. Croom’s own irregular manner of conducti
‘ ® Lordship in Council is accordingly unable to admit the validif;
claims as regards these works.
3. But in consideration of Mr. Croom’s ,
of work and measurements may have led him into attem
perform, and so caused him a loss which he could ill-:
Governor in Council desires that the sum of Rupees 150,
-~ : : \ L S ] in the original estimates for contingencies, may be pre
' it SRk gratuity. 1f this fails to satisfy Mr. Croom he is at liberty tc
] . 4. In disposing of the claims made by Mr. Croom n
£ i consideration, relating to three of the Voyaloor salt channels, the ¢
‘.\' ; Excellency the Governor in Council has been drawn to the manner in
, : , Revenue Board have disposed in their Prdceedings, No. 2,307, «
' of a claim of Rupees 4,865 madeshy Mr. lCroom, fof clearing
: 3 channel and two of the Kotur channels jon estimates aggregatiis '
s [ & As regards this claim the Board have enddrsed the rG'L'(‘1‘-\“"‘““'1"1".&‘:;”\15 e
i ' \ i Collector and Collector, to the effect that an| arbitrary sottlement of the bills
\ s HAL e Ee ‘ by Mr. Croom should be made by paymnt of the sum of Rupees "“," e 2
o iy AR pills, not having been examined into by {fuePublio Works Officers in “U‘Nq:z:;b:\
b s » g Sl - of their non-presentation till January 1872, though the contract time CIRT

oy chould, 10 the
/ i - e June, and the work was actually complet ed before September A

! = ther sum of
> . opinion of the Governor in Council, be | paid in full, making & furthe
Sk - ~  Raupees 2,283 to Mr. Croom’s credit.
Y . o : ; rtment L0
| 5 G A 5. These Proceedings will be comt nunicated 10 the R‘iv e(;‘::isg??)f Govern-
3 S iR { the Board of Revenue, with a view to offe fot being g1ver P sme T < instructions
| ' [ e ment. And the Board of Revenue will a| jso be requested t? ‘SS::T S:omtr sotion and
' i ~ as may appear necessary to prevent conti §acts for works of Pett O it 8

NP [0 Sakie 8 tepsm'a being given to men who, like 1 gir. (Croomm, 8re prima fi

. " 7 /e"
=y ' \,‘—,7‘4,7’7“”:# 3
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Controller of Public Works Accounts.
ict Engineer, Chingleput.

T Ji CHl)Om.

=}

' '%be ﬁevme Department . /




@obt. of {1873} ¥
PUBLMW@B

A ¥

-~
e |

L=

THE REVENUE DEPART

Za = § bl E

(,Z:-'(o'/[; g,a.,'_

/ 4*//&/)

// g ¥y L




ory st v
s ot B TR s O Y gy -’y




;ﬂm that the Memorial with its
submitted with the foregoing

letm be"forwarded to the Right Honour-
a.nd that the Memorialist he advised of

- WALKER, Colonel, R.E.,

Secretary to Government,



Gobt. of {1874} Fadved

PUBLIC WORKS,

I, CROOM

Mr. J. Croom, complaining of the
manner in which his claims for work

hr

o
IS

onde oe herewith forwarded fully explains the grounds upon

1 has been based, and appears to make further comment on the

! S NPT

We have the honour to be,
My Lord
Your Lordship’s most obedient,

humble servants,

(Signed)  HOBART.
( ,, ) F.P.HAINES.

. ) J. D sIM
( , ) W. ROBINSON.

& manner in  which  his claims for

o executed in comnection with salt e¢han
: B <~ .
A : ciearances were disposed of. be forward

to the Right Honeurable the Secretar
Seala: il ¥
il : il

)
.

\
\ »
"\ &



o5 qf the Madras GovernM, delz'c Works Department,
9th June 1874.

Read the following despatch from the Right Honourable the Secretary
of State for India :—
Ixpia OFrice, LONDON,
93rd April 1874.

- My Lorp,—I have received your Excellency’s letter, No. 10, of the 26th

ebruary lest, forwarding a memorial from Mr. J. Croom, appealing against your

decision with regard to his claim for remuneration on account of work done in
“connection with salt channel clearances.

bk 2.; In reply I desire that Mr. Croom may be informed that, after a careful

consideration of his claims, I am unable to interfere with the decision arrived ab

by your Government.
" "3, Herewith are enclosed copies of three letters from Mr. Croom, which were

forwarded by him direct to this Office.
' I have, &c.,

SALISBURY.

~ His Excellency the Right Honourable

The Governor in Council, Fort St. George.

o No. 154. ORDER THEREON, 9th June 1874, No. 1,516.

——*—-——_—_
= ' i CommuxsicaTep to Mr, Croom with
CIVIE WORKS, No. 10. reference to the Memorials accompany-
ing his letters of the 12th and Rlst
January 1874. .
(True Extract.) :
(Signed) G. W. WALKER, Colonel, R.E.,
Seeretary to Government.

To Mr, J. Croom.
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SUMMARY OR OUTLINES

OF THE

ENCLOSED APPEAL

THE RIGHT HONORABLE LORD CRANBROOK
i | SECRETARY OF STATE FOR INDIA,
&O-’ i &Cog (QC-

May 1r Prease Your Lorpsmre.

IN submitting the enclosed Appeal, T most respectfully beg to state, that
the main object in doing so, is to show Your Lordship the most unsatisfactory
manner in which it was treated, when submitted to the Madras Government, in
being returned to me with the following Endorsement— This case cannot be
reopened ;* while it cannot be shown that it was ever before submitted to them.

I beg to add, that I am fully convinced that His Grace the Governor
derived such information from his Secretary, who it cannot be said would venture
to mislead; but it seems to be owing to a slight complication unavoidably in-
volved in the Appeal, and is consequently open to misrepresentation if not cau-
tiously perused, as hereinafter explained.

Such being the case, and as the son of an Englishman naturally proud
and jealous of the honor and integrity of the English Government, Your Lordship
might well understand my feelings when I consider what effect such a decision,
and the most unsatisfactory dealings throughout every feature of this case would
have upon the heathens of this country, and upon the people of England, had it
found its way through the Press.

The enclosed Appeal I further beg to add, is for a sum of about 500 and
odd Rupees, due to me by the Madras Government in a matter relating to Bunds,
and withheld from me through a mistake of their Executive Engineer
shown.

as herein

It is an Appeal of long standing for several years; and though this
mistake was detected about ten months after its ocourrence, it was forthwith
submitted to the authorities, and first of course to the Collector, who on his dis-
covery of the mistake and my claim to the money, at once wrote to the District
Engineer (Colonel Moberly) to inform him of the amount so withheld in order to
pay me; but notwithstanding the repeated requests of the Collector 2nd of the
- Board of Revenue also, to be informed of the amount so stopped, the District
- Engineer tacitly refused to give them the information in defiance of all constitut-

| authority, and has not done so up to this day, but answered their requests with
 unsatisfactory replies which the Collector returned to him as such. Eventually,




3
enit, whose unsatisfactory proceedings also are herein shown, I now beg
Your Lordship’s patient attention to this evasive treatment of the Appeal.

1 i This Appeal in the packet I beg to state, consists of two Sections—No. 1
~ and No. 2. No.1 which is an Appeal against money stopped for ezcavation work,
has been decided by the Government and Your Lordship’s predecessor.

" Seetion 2 on the other hand is the present and undecided Appeal,
erroneously said to have been decided by Government. It is the appeal against money
withheld in the matter of Bunds; and it also shows how an official confederation
have unanimously worked o oppress me.

In the present instance therefore this oppression is glaringly shown by -
the manner in which this Section 2 Appeal was evaded as follows:—

. The late Honorable Mr. Ellis, the Member of Council who disposed of
such Appeals of this Department, was known to be a close and intimate friend of
my principal oppressor, Mr. Harrington—so much so that they are known to
liive lived together; and as I thought Mr. Ellis may not be able to resist the in-
fluence of his friend, the every first time therefore that I submitted this No. 2
Appeal, I sent it direct to the Governor.

L - About this time, however, His Grace was under preparation for a journey
to Delhi, and he sent the Appeal to Government, for it was returned to me direct
& from Government with the said unsatisfactory endorsement, while it cannot be
} ‘ shown that this case, claiming money stopped for bunds was ever previously sub-
v mitted by me; and if so, I beg it may be produced.

Sometime after the Governor’s arrival, therefore, I sent back the same
Appeal to His Grace, and showed up the evasive endorsement, and to my asto-
nishment, I received the following reply :—=
GoveErsMENT Housg, QOTACAMUND,
21st September, 1878.

« Mr. Croom is imformed with reference to his Petition of the 12th
instant, that his claim was considered by Government and that they have declined
i to reopen his case. No further Petition, therefore, from Mr. Croom will be noticed.”

By Order

(Signed) T. HANKIN,

I’/'l'{'a te Necretary.

Thus Your Lordship will perceive that I am shut out from fair explana-
tion before I could show the Governor that the matter has been misrepresented to
His Grace, and that the said Appeal, said to have been considered by Government
cannot be produced.

I now beg to observe, that in dealing with petitions, His Grace as a rule,
obtains fivst the Secretary's report thereon; and though it could hardly be said, that
the latter would submit such a report to mislead, the only way to account for 1t,
is the certainty that he must have made a mistake in glancing at the same original
_unsatisfactory endorsement, a copy of which he must have.

"~ Then again—besides this 1 beg to add that this No. 2 Appeal relating to

unds is unavoidably involved on a slight complication as I stated, and if not



)
its were decidedly lost. Yeb in the face of this also, he
: y payment due to me.
%ng the case, therefore, under such circumstances, without even
triment to Government, 99 votes ou of a hundred—if not the whole
d g0 to show, that fair dealing on this matter, would have been to
fall &meunb, or rather more than less.

_W’Engineer had so reduced my bill, however, I appealed against
ollector. - The Collector being satisfied upon enquiry of the officials in
of the channels, regarding the fall of heavy rains as well as the resilt-
channels clearly detected, he explained the matter to the Engineer and

¢ that he could not conscientiously make the reduction. But the

[r. Harrington insisted on it, alleging that he made liberal allowance ;

¢ he could have done so when he knew nothing of the rains when he

my work, and also of the resilting when he was not on the spot to form

sible data to go upon, & child could see that such an assertion is perfectly

factory.

~ With the above explanations, therefore, I now beg to state that I am now

jjﬁsit;ion to explain the slight complication adverted to above, which renders

No. 2 Appeal open to misrepresentation wantonly or otherwise, and it 1s
ined as follows:—

: It has been shown in the foregoing paras. that four channels were given
me for clearing out or excavation at the rate of 3 Annas 4 Pies per cubic yard. At
the No. 4 channel alone, however, Bunds were to be made according to the estimate,

and it is on this question that my present claim 1s being made.

_* Inow beg it to be borne in mind that in such works there are Bunds
~ of two descriptions, the one for payment and the other for non-payment. Those
for payment might be denominated Regular bunds ; and for these the dimensions
as well as the charges per cubic yard are clearly put down in the estimate. They
are raised by special labour in excavating dry earth and depositing it at short or
long distances, and the rates are put down accordingly at so much per cubic yard.

The non-payment punds on the other hand are made without the least
expense Or trouble in the course of excavation work in water channels, 1n
simply depositing the excavated mud in a line, instead of as usual throwing it
away indiscriminately, and thus allow them to settle down into bunds of such
dimensions as the excavated mud would admit.

The bunds, therefore, that were to be made in this No. 4 channel were of
this latter non-payment description ; and the Sub-Engineer who made the estimate
informed me, that they were merely intended to keep in a little rippling water in a
straight line in the channel ; hence 1o dimensions and consequently no payments
are put down for them in the estimate.

T As a further proof that these Bunds were not to be paid for, it will be
seen in the estimate, that this No. 4 channel for which hunds were to be made had
orecisely the same market rate for excavation alone, as the other channels for

' no bunds were to be made, as will be seen as follows —

Thus for instance, No. 1 channel has excavation work without bund-work

nas 4 Pies per cubic yard. The number of cubic yards to be excavated




opped for excavation work,

e b e Seeretary, and not yet decided

to him at oncea P. S. dated 24th May inform-

gineer, and in the same P. S. informed him also

any, in the matter of bunds, with the intention of

sealin reference to them through the anthorized channel, viz.
then to the Board, and lastly to the Government, and this
' one now submitted, and returned with the unsatisfactory

Finally, I beg to observe that notwithstanding Colonel Moberly’s deter-

d opposition in refusing up to this day i1 defiance of all constituted authority
mention the amount stopped for the bunds, his last reply is that ™ the bunds
ere included in the valuation ;” and though he is simply requested repeatedly to
state the amount, he refuses to do so, and hushes up the matter with equivocal
replies such as the above.

The said reply, I beg to add, Your Lordship will find to be a mere ran-
dom assertion, without any foundation to admit even of an understanding of
what he means, and a mere trifling with official matters. [f the bunds are
included in the valuation, I bee to know where are the rates and dimensions in the
estimate ? For this No. 4 channel, the total amount of silt to be excavated only, 18
mentioned as amounting to 4,062 cubic yards, and the payment for the excavation
or clearing of that amount of silt, is put down at Rupees 846 4 Annas and nothing
else, and which sum exactly corresponds as payment for the said amount of silt at
3 Annas 4 Pies per cubic yard as in the other channels.

Your Lordship will therefore discover that his statement is but a mere
random assertion and will be able to say, if there is a shadow of truth in it when
he is utterly unable, and does not attempt to prove, that the bunds were in the
valuation, which is simply impossible, while there are no dimensions and conse-
quently no payments for them in the estimate to say nothing else.

With the certainty, therefore, that Your Lordship will dispose of this case
on Your honest conviction, and with the most respectful apologies for this intrusion,

1 beg to remain with the utmost deference,

Your Lordship’s most humble and obedient servant.

JOM, Senior.
Care of Mrs. A. Kexm,
l'f"[‘l'l'!_] IIU//I l,'mul‘

%ﬁiqumnbeﬂr, 1879. Madras.
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SUMMARY OR OUTLINES

OF THE

ENCLOSED APPEAL.

THE RIGHT HONORABLE LORD CRANBROOK
3 . SECRETARY OF STATE FOR INDIA,
&C., &C., &C.

B

May 1r Prease Your LorpsHIe.

I submitting the enclosed Appeal, I most respectfully beg to state, that
the main object in doing so, is to show Your Lordship the most unsatisfactory
‘manner in which it was treated, when submitted to the Madras Government, in
being returned to me with the following Endorsement—** This case cannot be
reopened ;” while it cannot be shown that it was even before submitted to them.

I beg to add, that I am fully copvinced that His Gi.ce the Governor
derived such information from his Secretary, who it cannot be said would venture
to mislead; but it seems to be owing to a slight complication unavoidably in-
volved in the Appeal, and is consequently open to misrepresentation if not cau-
tiously perused, as hereinafter explained.

Such being the casé, and as the son of an Englishman naturally proud
and jealous of the honor and integrity of the English Government, Your Lordship
might well understand my feelings when I consider what cffect such a decision,
and the most unsatisfactory dealings throughout every feature of this case would
have upon the heathens of this country, and upon the people of England, had it
found its way through the Press.

The enclosed Appeal I further beg to add, is for a sum of about 500 and
odd Rupees, due to me by the Madras (Government in a matter relating to Bunds,
and withheld from me through a mistake of their Executive Engineer as herein
shown.

It is an Appeal of long standing for several years; and though this
mistike was detected about ten months after its occurrence, it was forthwith
submitted to the authorities, and first of course to the Collector, who on his dis-
coyery of the mistake and my claim to the money, at once wrote to the District
Engineer (Colonel Moberly) to inform him of the amount so withheld in order to
pay me; but notwithstanding the repeated requests of the Collector and of the
of Revenue also, to be informed of the amount so stopped, the District

ngineer tacitly refused to give them the information in defiance of all constitut-
ed authority, and has net done so up to / is day, but answered their requests with
tisfactory replies which the Collector returned to him as such. Eventually,
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rtment, whose ansatisfactory proceedings also are herein shown, I now beg
licit Your Lordship’s patient attention to this evasive treatment of the Appeal.

.__—-————____.—-—-—-‘

his Appeal in the packet 1 beg t0 state, consists of two Sections—No. 1

*‘and No. 2. . No.1 which is an Appeal against money stopped for cwcavation WOrk,

has been decided by the Government and Your Lordship’s predecessor.

Section 2 on the other hand 1s the present and undecided Appeal,
erroneously said to have been decided by Government. 1618 the appeal against money
withheld in the matter of Bunds; and it also shows how an official confederation
have unanimously worked to oppress me.

In the present instance therefore this oppression is glaringly shown by
the manner in which this Section 2 Appeal was ovaded as follows:—

‘ The late Honorable Mr. Ellis, the Member of Council who disposed of
such Appea.ls of this Department, was known to be @& close and intimate friend of
my principal oppressor; Mr. Harrington—=s0 mueh so that they are known to
have lived together and as I thought Mr. Ellis may not be able to resist the in-
fluence of his friend, the every first time therefore that I submitted this No. 2
Appeal, I sent it direct to the Governor.

About this time, however, His Grace was under prepamtion for a journey
to Delhi, and he sent the Appeal to Government, for 1t was returned to me direct
from Government with the said unsatisfactory endorsement, while it cannot be
shown that this case, claiming money stopped for bunds was ever previously sub-
mitted by me; and if 80, 1 beg it may pe produced.

Sometime after the Governor’s arrival, therefore, I sent back the same
Appeal to His Grace, and showed up the evasive endorsement, and to my asto-
nishment, I received the following reply :—

GoverxmesT HOUSE, OQOTACAMUND,
21 st Swptumb«'r 1878.

¢« My, Croom 1s imformed with re erence to his Petition of the 12th
instant, that his claim was considered by Government and that they have declined
to reopen his case. No further Petition, therefore, from Mr. Croom will be noticed.”

By Order
(Signed) 7. HANKIN,

l'r;l't]fl' See retary.

Thus Your Lordship will perceive that I am shut out from fair explana-
tion before 1 could show the Governor that the matter has been misrepresented to
His Grace, and that the said Appeal, said to have been considered by Government
cannot be produced.

1 now beg to observe, that in dealing with petitions, His Grace as a rule,
obtains first the Secretary's report thereon; and thoughit could hardly be said, that
the latter would submit such a report to mislead, the only way to account for it,
is the certainty that he must have made a mistake in glancing at the same original

- unsatisfactory endorsement, a cOpy of which he must have.

Then aga.in—besides this 1 beg to add that this No. 2 Appeal relating to
Bunds is unavoidably involved on a slight complication as 1 stated, and if not

- T
i — e o



Yet in the face of this also, he

I the case, therefore, under such circumstances, without even
Bntbp Government, 99 votes out of a hundred—if not the whole
to show, that fair dealing on this matter, would have been to
ount, or rather more than less.
he Engineer had so reduced my bill, however, I appealed against
¥, The Collector being satisfied upon enquiry of the officials in
"'the channels, retrmdm(r he fall of heavy rains as w Lll as t lw resilt-

r that he could not cou\cwntlously m%ke thc retluctlon But the
Mr. Harrington insisted on it, alleging that he made liberal allowance ;
@ could have done so when he knew nothing of the rains when he
iy work, and also of the resilting when he was not on the spot to form

It has been shown in the foregoing paras. that four channels were given

mie for clearing out or excavation at the rate of 3 Annas 4 Pies per cubic yard. At

"the No. 4 channel alone, however, Bunds were to be made according to the estimate,
and it is on this question that my present claim is being made.

I now beg it to be borne in mind that in such works there are Bunds
of two descriptions, the one for payment and the other for non-payment. Those
for payment might be denominated Icyul/er bunds ; and for these the dimensions
a8 well as the charges per cubic yard are clearly put down in the estimate. They
are raised by special labour in excavating dry earth and depositing it at short or
long distances, aud the rates are put down accordingly at so much per cubic yard.

The nof- -payment bunds on the other hand are mmh* without the least
expense or trouble in the course of excavation work in water channels, in
simply depositing the excavated mud in a line, instead of as usual throwing it
away indiscriminately, and thus allow them to settle down into bunds of such
dimensions as the excavated mud would admit.

The bunds, therefore, that were to be made in this No. 4 channel were of
this latter non-payment description ; and the Sub-Engineer who made the estimate
informed me, that they were merely intended to keep in a little rippling water in a
straight line in the channel; hence no dimensions and consequently no payments
are put down for them in the estimate.

4 As a further proof that these Bunds were not to be paid for, it will be
seen in the estimate, that this No. 4 channel for which bunds were to be made had
precisely the same market rate for excavation alone, as the other channels for
which no bunds were to be made, as will be seen as follows :—

Thus for instance, No. 1 channel has excavation work without bund-work
at 3 Annas 4 Pies per cubic yard, The number, of cubic yards to be excavated

e e e I g




avation work, and present disclosures show that I was right
Appeal relating to excavation work alone, for there was no money
imate for bunds.

gred by Government, I beg to add, that on the discovery that
Jpped was mixed up or included with that stopped for excavation work,
2 Appeal was then in the hands of the Secretary, and not yet decided
I therefore wrote to him at*once a P. S. dated 24th May inform-
‘mistake of the Engineer, and in the same P. S. informed him also

aw all claims, if any, in the matter of bunds, with the intention of

@ fresh Appeal in reference to them through the authorized channel, viz.
Collector, then to the Board, and lastly to the Government, and this
al 18 the fresh one now submitted, and returned with the unsatisfactory

Finally, I beg to observe that notwithstanding Colonel Moberly’s deter-
pposition in refusing up to this day in defiance of all constituted authority
jion the amount stopped for the bunds, his last reply is that ‘the bunds
cluded in the valuation ;” and though he is simply requested repeatedly to

) the amount, he refuses to do so, and hushes up the matter with equivocal
es such as the above.

The said reply, I beg to add, Your Lordship will find to be a mere ran-
om assertion, without any foundation to admit even of an understanding of
S what he means, and a mere trifling with official matters. If the bunds are
included in the valuation, I beg to know where are the rates and dimensions in the
‘estimate ? For this No. 4 channel, the total amount of silt to be excavated only, is
mentioned as amounting to 4,062 cubic yards, and the payment for the excavation
or clearing of that amount of silt, is put down at Rupees 846 4 Annas and nothing
else, and which sum exactly corresponds as payment for the said amount of silt at
3 Annas 4 Pies per cubic yard as in the other channels.

Your Lordship will therefore discover that his statement is but a mere
random assertion and will be able to say, if there is a shadow of truth in i1t when

he is utterly un:ﬁﬂe, and does not attempt to prove, that the bunds were in the

valuation, which is simply impossible, while there are no dimensions and conse-
quently no payments for them in the estimate to say nothing else.

With the certainty, therefore, that Your Lordship will dispose of this case
on Your honest conviction, and with the most respeetful apologies for this intrusion,

I beg to remain with the utmost deference,

Your Lordship’s most humble and obedient servant.

J. CROOM, Senior.
Care of Mrs. A. Kexr,
‘“’(‘l}c‘r‘// ”f!(// Road,
_5th November, 1879. Madras.
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England.

DeEAR MR. CroOM,—It is now many years since I h

:A/‘r

known you. All that I have seen and heard of you, entitle
you to my very sincere regard. I should be very happy to hear
that you have succeeded in the appointment for which you tell
me you are a candidate. You may make what use ¢ f this letter
you please.

.d) THOMAS DEALTRY

1e, yours faitniully,
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I find withal that we should have concern
Ppinions of superiors.
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, LETTER
- FBOM A 1OYAL BRITISE sumsEcT op THE

MADRAS PRESIDENCY,

Most humbly and respectfully submitted
TO HIS EXCELLENCY THE RIGHT HONORABLE

ASHMEAD BARTLETT, ESQ.,
M. P, e, ge., e

May 17 PLEASE Your ExceLLENCY—

to time the Proceedings of

in this country against acts of injustice and Oppression .
and having noticed your Excellency’s name among the
said Members, T have taken the liberty to submit this
Iqtter most respectfully soliciting Your Excellency’s pardon
for the intrusion,

administration in this country,

With these convictions on my mind therefore, and
while it is announced in one of the leading journals of this
presidency, and also rumoured abroad, that out of g
hundred petitions submitted through the Government to
His Lordship the Right Honorable the Secretary of State,

- ninety-nine out of the hundred are returned to the
petitioners with the endorsement that “ The Secretary of
state declines to interfere,”




o
-

But it is difficult to believe that such a proceeding is
the result of indifference, but rather that of His Lordship’s
natural reliance on gentlemen officials, whose high social
training gives them unquestionable credit for veracity, and
jntegrity in His Lordship's estimation, as to repose implicit
confidence in them. Yet withal, the disreputable proceed-
ings of the Governor of Madras and of His Excellency’s
officials lead me to infer, that the medium for evasion of
petitions lies on the familiarity that exists between officials
of this country and those of the Indian Office in London.

In any case therefore, allowing the report to be as it -

may—and this case having been so surreptitiously treated
as herein shown, as to conceal the obnoxious proceeding
from His Lordship’s notice, and any access to His Lordship
also through the Government having been barred unlawfully
against me as also herein shown, I have under this
circumstance, ventured in relying on Your Excellency’s
fayor, to adopt a surer course of access to His Lordship,
in soliciting Your Excellency’s kindness as the medium to
lay this case for His Lordship’s special and private considera-
tion, if it is not an unconstitutional proceeding to do so
(rather than bring the proceeding to public exposure) or
to treat it as Your Excellency may please.

Another impediment in the matter of redress I beg to
add, could be seen in the disinclination of H. E. the
Viceroy to interfere with Mr. Grant Duff’s Government,
when requested to extend an act of mercy in com-
muting the sentence of transportation on a number of
unfortunate and highly respectable Hindoos, who have
been so transported under very doubtful convictions in
connection with the Salem riots, although the inter-
ference was solicited by a whole community : and it was
through the indiscretion of the authorities themselves
in permitting the erection of a Mahomedan Mosque in

IO it

¢ 3
- e

the heart of a Hindoo town to stand as a perpetual eyesore
to the Hindoos that this riot originated,

Ere I proceed further I beg to state, that 1 have never
as yet seen Mr. Grant Duff to bear personal animosity
against His Excellency ; but as a legal professor uses every
available material against friend or foe to expain his case
I feel driven to the painful necessity to do so.

In short I beg to state, that while the lustre of
British integrity shone forth in by-gone days of former
Rulers, so far as this presidency is concerned, it is now
(only after Mr. Grant Duff’s arrival) quite diminished—so
much so, that the proceedings of the Government, so far
as Mr, Grant Duff is personally concerned in acts of
injustice and oppression are _as deliberately tolerated as
they would be under a Mahomedan Government as in one
instance herein shown, to say nothing of other instances in
the journals of the 3 presidencies, so that loud, united, and
frequent appeals are reiterated to the people through the
Press, to memorialize Parliament for the recall of His
Excellency who (according to the public journals) reversed
the decision of the High Court to his will, and transported
a large number of highly respectable Hindoos under
doubtful conviction. It is also stated in one of the said
journals that he broke the law at his option (what could
be worse ?) and a very startling accusation against His
Excellency is inserted in the Heading of the leading
Editorial of the Madras Athencewm in an issue of April 1884
of too grave a character to mention. All these and other
causes seem to be the result of the clamour for the recall
of Mr. Grant Duff.

Tnstances of the said clamour could be seen in the
Madras Atheneum of the 12th, 15th, 16th, and 17th April
1884 as also in other journals. A journal of another
presidency says, “ we have only to hope that Mr, Grant



4

Duff will not add to his growing unpopularity by other
acts of rashness and high-handedness, and thus make
himself the object of public curses.”

When was it ever known, since India was brought
under the rule of Great Britain, save at the present time,
that the Madras Government was tried, convicted and fined
by the High Court for (what the Hindoo Patriot and other
journals denominate,) “scandalous conduct and arrant
despotism.” The said journal adds that, “ Mr. Grant Duff
has good friends in Parliament; but will they lend

themselves to the support of a despot ?”

While thus practically shut out from appeal to the
Right Honorable the Secretary of State, as shown
further on, as well as from other sources therefore, and
knowing of no other medium of redress save the
Honorable Members of Parliament, in whom the people
of this country repose implicit reliance—but as it savors
of presumption in me in my insignificance to presume
to address Your Excellency, my conviction nevertheless
that there does not exist a more honorable, humane and
conscientious representative body under the sun, divests
me of that diffidence which stands in the way of
access, in most humbly submitting this appeal for
your Excellency’s gracious interposition herein solicited
on behalf of the injured and oppressed ; and all that I could
tender as a return for this benevolence, is the sincere and
heart-felt gratitude of

A poor and injured man,

J. CROOM, §Sr.

PURSEWAUKUMN,
MADRAS, 4th June 1884,

)

. N

Testimonial from the REvD. MR, T. DeaLTRY (late Arch-
deacon of Madras) on his return to England.
DeAr MR. CrooM,—Tt is now many years since I have

known you. All that I have seen and heard of you entitles
you to my sincere regard and respect. I should be very
glad to hear that you succeeded in the appointment for
which you tell me you are a candidate. You can make
what use of this letter you please.

Believe me your’s faithfully,

(Signed) THoMAS DEALTRY.
MADRAS, 15¢h March.

From THE REVD. MR. S. PERCIVAL.

] This is to certify that I have known Mr J. Croom,
Senior, for many years, .and have always heard him well
spoken of.

(Signed) 8. Percivar,

Chaplain.
NEGAPATAM, 19¢h July 1878,

My disinclination to give publicity to the following
disgraceful proceedings (notwithstanding this protracted
oppression for a number of years) is clear from the fact, that
nothing of this csse has as yet appeared in the public
journals,

Particulars relating to unfair dealing and oppression

tolerated by His Excellency Mr. GRANT DUFF, Governor
of Madras,

Save up to the present administration, it was hardly
ever known, that in undertaking work from the
Madras Government, the individual so engaged was made
to suffer ruinous loss through proceedings as herein shown
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in false endorsements, and gubtle connivapces, while the
Government sustains no v etion, but gains
to the full extent of a poor man’s work.

In being thwarted in the early stage of my career
to earn a livelihood with a very small capital now
completely exhausted by the subtle mode of oppression
tolerated by His Excellency Mr. Grant Duff as herein shown,
I most humbly and earnestly beg Your Excellency’s patient
perusal of this case.

This case I beg to state is but an isolated one of
others now known abroad, caused through some caprice or
inadvertant, or unavoidable eclashing with Government
officials.

In this instance of my case therefore, the Madras
Government required the economical and expeditious execu-
tion of some work, which was previously tardily executed.

To accomplish this requirement, the Government En-
gineer mever ventured ; but when he found I had invented
an apparatus, took the contract, and executed the work
expeditiously, he interfered with some flimsy and plausible
ohjections ; and when I informed him that the invention
and contract were mine, and that I was responsible to
Government for the work which T understood as well as
any Engineer, and required no such interference, he
betrayed deep animosity, and created an ill-will among the
officials of the Public Works Department against me, as
I subsequently discovered.

His conduct towards me in endeavouring to prejudice
the mind of the Deputy Collector (under whom I was
working) against this apparatus was the cause of my retalia-
tion. Asthe Public Works Department had mno control
in this work however, it was completed in due course,
and here the matter dropped. But the said Engineer must
have greatly exaggerated on my retaliation to have set

7

sl f 4 :
his colleagues so aliciously against me, as shown further
on. &n\‘b

Never for a moment therefore suspecting that gentle-
men of their position would stoop to unfair dealing, I
now accepted some work from Government to excavate
some wet channels, to render them navigable to float out
their cargo-laden boats, and of which work the Public
Works Department had the supervision,

The work of excavation in this latter instance being
now completed, and all the laden boats having been floated
out without the slightest detriment to Government, and
the order of Government with reference to work executed
under water being such, that the Inspecting Eugineer
should not be too particular in his measurements, or rather
that the work would suffice if the objeet of the Government
is realized.

On the Inspecting Engineer inspecting my work of
excavation therefore, I was not ealled to attend ; and I now
discovered that I was completely in his hands, and at his
disposal, for in so measuring, and in the face of the above
order, to say nothing of the object of the work beine
realized, he struck off about one half the amount of m;
bill, viz, 1,690 Rupees ; and this amount I considered
as stopped for excavation work alone, for there was no
other work in the estimate from which such an amount
could be stopped, '

The full amout of my bill according to the contract and
estimate was 3,550 Rupees ; and having so struck off the
1,690 Rupees in the face of every possible advantage to
Government [ appealed to Government against it, backed
by the opinion of the Collector ; but the Engineering
officials strenuously opposed, and quashed the appeal,
while the Government, allowed me only 150 Rupees which
they admittted as due to my poverty, But this being
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a sort of blind work with no clue or ita to go upon, 1
submitted to the decision. & s AN, L .

Ere they had so quashed the appeal however, I
discovered that the whole 1,690 Rupees were not stopped
for excavation alone as 1 believed thex.n to be, but that t.(l)x;
Inspecting Engineer through an oversight ha-d stopped ito
and odd Rupees more or less for bunds also which were no
be paid for in the estimate, and these two stoppages he ;;;t
together, and made up the 1,690 Rupees; and ere (;
appeal was decided or quashed, I informed the Governm.en
of this, adding that Iintended to appeal _a.fresh against
this stoppage for bunds, which I am now doing.

The full explanation regarding this stoppage f.or bunds
Ibeg toadd, I inserted in my petition (datfad 15th May
1882) to Mr. Grant Duff, the Governor, but His Ex.cellency
never instituted an enquiry into the matter ; and in e.very
instance of six different petitions consecutively subrfutted,

no enquiry nor any motion whatever ‘was made in th.e
matter ; but in every instance t.hf.? case wa.s' treated as if
it had never been previously submitted to His Excellency.

The officials of the Public Works Depa.rtment. on t:he
other hand, repeatedly returned the petition to me th.h
evasive replies, when so transferred to them b.y His
Excellency, and no attempt whatever was x.nade in any
single instance to disprove the claim ; but while no regorb
was called for from the officials in the way of explanabl.on,
nor even a check or reprimand given for such evasive

proceedings, in every instance a mere acknowledgme‘nt
of the receipt of the petition, with the statement 9f its
trausfer to the Public Work Department, was posted to me
by His Excellency. The claim could not be disproved, and
this was the routine resorted to.

Colonel Sankey, the Secretary of the Public Works
Department, was the leading and chief opposer of this

9

' ﬁtion, and he a,Ed Mr. Grant Duff are known to be on

very intimate a of which is, that His
Excellency promoted him toa seat in the Legislature, in
the face of very grave charges which had been previously
brought against him as shown further on.

Tt was Colonel Sankey who first started his opposition
with  lying endorsement, as will be presently shown, and
the said intimacy seems to account for His Excellency’s
reticence in the matter of the grave charges brought
against him from time to time in " tampering with ‘this
case ; for in this age, there are unfortunately men of high
positions, who, when two are of the same stamp, easily
arrive at a mutual understanding to injure a subordinate
in cenniving talk, if the one says, “he is an impertinent
fellow” (because I could not help complaining against him)
and when the other says, “ Well, we could bring him to
his bearings.”

In defending a claim therefore, the more so one which
has so culminated as to throw the claimant into such
pecuniary difficulties as to tell upon his health, such an
individual T beg to observe is in the condition of a arowning
man who would catch a straw.

. Such being the case therefore, 1 humbly beg Your
Excellency will not think me presumptuous when I speak
openly in stating, that when I, in my humble position in
life, would disdain to associate with an individual, who,
like Colonel Sankey, could stoop to the mean practice of
lying and shuffling to injure a poor man (who never as
yet saw him) to gratify the animosity of a friendly eolleague
and what a reflection it is on the British Government, who
could have sent out such a Governor (over this mighty
presidency) who could so compromise the dignity of his
position in the close intimacy that existed between them
and connive at such practices, if silence and non-
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i o in matters of oppression over and over s.ubmlt-
x;;ertf:r:;: notice of a Gosﬁhor, could be recognized as
i ?
m“nllv‘::; beg to revert to matters rel:?ting to the claim.
This sum of 500 and odd Rupees so thh}fek'l for bunds
through this oversight I beg to add, I am clau‘nmg. for a;bt(;:b
ten years ; and one cause of this long procrt'xstma.txon 0 1s'
case was, that prior to Mr. Grant Duff’ s.arnval as Governor;
this claim was in every instance submitted to Gover;m:itl)c
through Colonel Sankey (the Sec:,retary of the l; i
Works Department) who being a friendly colle@gu}g o 2
Engineer who fell into the,oversight. and the sau? t:\gmem
himself having written a very abusive letter a.gs?ul)ls m; o
another Department, the Superintenden't of wblcl s;.; X
was ashamed toread it to me, the said ‘Colone. nkey
opposed this claim by every subtl.e contrl'va.nce 1ma(.1gma.-
ble with false endorsements, evasive replies, burk; hmy
petitions from time to time, and delayed and shelved them

for indefinite periods to die out.

‘In being eventually given to underst&?.nd however,' t.ha.t
he was authorized by Government to dispose of pe‘txtlf)ns
for Government in their name, Mr. Grant Duﬁ' at this t(lim;
had just arrived as Governor, and fr.oxfn t,hen.ceforwarH'
in every instance submitted my petitions direct to His
Excellency through the Private Secretary.

When therefore I first submitted this claim to Govern-
ment throngh Colonel Sankey prior to Mr. Grant Duff’s
arrival, he started the opposition with a false end,c’»rsemen_t,
which stated—* This case cannot be reop.ex.md; and in
requesting him to produce a previous petition that coult%
have elicited that endorsement, he was una.blfa to do'so 3
but in every instance he and the officials from time to time,

and after very long periods of many months used to send

me evasive replies, such as, “The Government has

11
* “considered this case.” “Your ¢
dered.” The claim has been considered with the greatest
scrutiny.” ¢ This is the 6th petit

ion and no further notice
will be taken of your petition.”—

But never in one instance
has it been shown how the petitions were « considered,”

nor has a single attempt been made to disprove the
claim, which here stands ouf in bold relief
shown in the following

Governor to which I now
attention ;—

To His Excellency the Right Honorable Mounstuart
Grant Duff, Governor of Madras, &c., &, &e
May it please Your Excellency—

* »

alm cannot be reconsi-

in figures as
petition to His Excellency the

beg to solicit Your Excellency’s

¥

“ Apart from the above I beg to state, that Your
“ Excellency has from time to time very kindly accepted
“my petitions for transfer to the Public Works Depart-
“ment, and the highly-paid officials in every instance
“so tampered with them to gratify the animosity of a
“ friendly colleague ; and this they have done over and over
“ without the slightest check or hindranee, and with
“ perfect indifference to Your Excellency’s reputation, and
& also to the integrity of the British rule in this country.”

h * " »
| :

*In"addition to all this, the very individual Colonel
“ Bankey, the Secretary, who started this proceeding with
“lying endorsement, when unable to disprove the claim,
“—over and over shelved my petitions to die out—Dburked
“amother petition which I submitted through him to the
8 “ Secretary of State, in which I complained against his
“ treatment of this case sent me evasive replies in  every
« tnstance, and misapplied the Rules of the Service in a
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ch he implied that he would not
His Lordship, albeit he had
et

« Jetter to me,in whi
« forward another petition to
* withheld a former one so submitte
« In the face of such disgraceful proceedings over and

« gyer represented to Y. E. therefore, Iregret tobe under the
« pecessity to observe, that an official of such an untrust-
« worthy character, Your Excellency promoted to a seat
“ in the Legislative Conncil, and he obtained from Your

« Excellency a very flattering testimonial of his services

« to the State, while on the contrary he was bringing the

« British rule into disgrace and contempt in this country.”

«T now beg to show, that this petition claims a sum
%« of about 500 and odd Rupees stopped for bunds from my
« pill for Governmeut work, through the oversight of an
« Engineer ; and the proof of this oversight is here very
¢ clearly shown in the following few figures as follows.”
« The full amount of the bill according to the estimate
« was 3,550 Rupees. This amount therefore was appor-
« tioned for only two items of work and for nothing else, Viz:
« For bare excavation Rupees 3,526 4 0
« For tamping (not makin bunds
4\ ¢ and Sun?irigs : ) } Rupees 23 12 P
Jse ¢ Thus making th

Spt T ear TR
e full total of...Rupees= 3,550 0 0

« But while in measuring the work, and while the Engi-
« neer stopped a certain amount for excavation work, he also
« through a mistake stopped the said 500 and odd Rupees
« for bunds also which had no payments for themin the

and included this latter stoppage Wwith the

“ gstimate,
k, which added together

“ gtoppage made for excavation wor
“ amounts to the 1,690 Rupees.”

« When therefore not a fraction is put in the estimate
« for bunds, the question arisas—how came about 500 and

« odd Rupees to be stopped for t :
« most simple question which Your_ Excellency with the

i 13
:1.5,’!
« estimate in hand could . solv i

solve unassisted by any body

“ else.”

." But it is necessary to inform You
’Z thm misha.p occurred. The gentlemanr E\:;fz“::ge htohv:
;?tﬂfmbes is Cap.tain Smithers. He was then the Sub-
- ngmegr ; and it was he who verbally informed
“ why he put no dimensions and consequent] o
“ for the bunds in the estimate.” e,

“ The reason therefore he alleged was b i

g ge ecause (said
: :‘.i}:]e n:ud ;va.s no.t to be brought from elsewhere ené?ég hbecz
g thg A p for this purpose ; but that while excavating
; ec. aunel, the excavated mud (such as it was) inst 3
¢ of being as usual thrown away indiscriminately sho:d
¥ fr'xm:raly.be ileposited in a line, to keep alittle ripplir;g water
; rom rippling out of the line of the channel, for h1
; purpose bunds of a span high would suffice 4 and hw i
only the 23 Rupees 12 ans. for merely tamp;no- the:] ’ff“t

¥ Engige::a:h:v;)lih-‘ihand again, the oversight of the other
W ige o v .ea.sured the work occurred as follows :
e a‘;s}rmng. the depths of the excavation, he
Poudd ot e ehes‘tlma,te ; and failing to see if they had
o Were- .C arges fo? tl.lem in the estimate, of which
St i l,l and believing they were to be of the
B o onl::;:r g’ h!iI;a;i: for these channels, viz, 3 yards
SN oalodfated 1gh toseparate large sheets of water,
R i ;ic::::’g]y and made that stoppage of the

3 Insp:;f;tg ;;wh' was tl}:e mistake and impression of the
ngineer, therefore, is clear al i ‘
" : , is clear also from his ow
2 Z}(‘;;ir;m;ld;ertently written to me through his Overscel:'
e had made the stoppages, in whi J
e toppages, in which he states, ¢ the
yards wide and one yard hi
498 : ard high, and the
payment for them is 3 annas 4 pies per cubic y:rd ;7 which

€« a
“amounts to. the sum stopped for them, But in the face
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 of this not a pie nop measurement is put for t,heu: e‘;n ::Z
« estimate. The g4iq |otter therefore is ext:fted 15th
« jnserted in my petition to Your Excellency
« May 1852 :

“And another gnd most incontrovertlbl.e p;oott.'ort]::z
« the money in the estimate was SO ap?orblozethe whole
« said two items of work as above shown 13, ory timate for
« amount of the 3526 Rupees 4 “’ns'_ p“t-u}; t':,llfeejlumber of
“ eXeavation, correspondsto the pie Wit fod bblo
« cubie yards to be excavated at 3 ans. % pi

3 y“d'" : A g ho
“Lastly T beg to state thab Captam.?m;tg;:é?n gw P
« made the estimate is now 1n bzla.dra.sdm.1 t‘y;'ha‘b i
ol sl Exceueml:)y t‘:usfh:.nmhe it would be
4 v this case better 4 ol
°°21‘: :ﬁ:&f;nana 1I would feel most thankful if this
[ m A

just and
3 :  for report, as the unjus
“ SR psasiacrod. fo B8 t(()):‘wn E;'ul])y justifies such a

nd reasonable ; and with
her intrusion.

« stern opposition herein .sh
« trapsfer as both imperative a

R »r this furt
« ul apologies for t !
respecful ap « T beg to remain

d
« Your Excellency’s most huu:’ble an
« obedient servaidss : :
J. Croow, (Senior.)

D

: :’5& Mﬁnliisx:‘——Eaét éf Tannah Street, Madras.”

¢ This last an% ;::sit.;i_glg?t

traf:sfet oittgevi;s: ::uldagest report upon

oy ol o, i sl

l;;.e de;;c:u‘;i:;t‘h:l‘kGrant Duff hasin every instanc
is

br
in the fa¢® of the grave charges c
- gthing more than post to me an &
done B ]

15

of t;!e receipt of each petition, with ‘the statement of the
transfer of the same to Public Works Department ; and the
officials on the other hand deal with them as they please,
in every instance sending me evasive replies, with never
an attempt to disprove the claim ; nor have I had a single
reply direct from His Excellency, hence the officials treated
the petitions as they pleased.

Having above explained the unrighteous proceeding of
the case, I now humbly beg Your Excellency will not be
displeased at this further intrusion in showing that even the
recovery of this money would prove but a very small matter,
if the interest is not recovered on what I borrowed for sub-
sistence during the very long procrastination and tampering
of this case for a period of .about ten years through no
fault of mine ;und if Mr Grant Duff, the Governor, had a as
mere matter of duty only called upon the officials to disprove
this claim, the matter would have been seen through at

rtant request for the
hers, who made. the
it in preference
Mr, Grant Duff has not
th and last petition to
e and

ainst the officials
s knowledgment

once without further shuffling ; but there was one continued
transfer of the petition from time to time

» without any
request of the kind to the officials,

Calculating therefore on the lowest possible rate of
interest on borrowed money among the middle or poorer
classes, the usual rate as could be traced in our Small Cause
Courts is one anna on the Rupee per mensem, and though
I off and on paid double this amount in emergencies, I

say nothing of the indignities I endured from a score of
editors owing to my inability to liquidate their Jjust
mands,

If, however, a concession such as this be-thought a bad
dent, Your Excellency will admit it to be a very fair
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and as it is also the stern principle
of the British nation to meet the ends of justice at
any cost, more so in the case of the poor, I beg to

state with all deference, that it would prove a most

salatary check on official oppression s0 prevalent in this

country, if the losses so sustained be made good (as a

warning to others) even out of the salavies of such oppres-

sors, who so deliberately trifle with the integrity of the
, and who was it

British rule to gratify private animosity
but they who created this ill-feeling that caused the

mutiny of 1857 ?

and honest concession;

To obviate overwhelming pressure in claims for
interest on His Lordship by those who hitherto failed to
show the just propriety of such claims, vhe recognition o
this case in the matter of interest might be made an

exception.

With all humility therefore, I beg to observe, that the
above disclosures of the possibility of such disgraceful pro-
ceedings may induce H. L. the Right Hon. the Secretary of
State to devise measures in future, that would obviate this
unavoidable necessity to seek redress through the present
abnormal course as herein pursued, in the absence of which
as an alternative, the poor have no other course to pursue.

Finally, T beg to state, that had T the means to do so I
I might have taken this case to be adjudicated in a Court of

law, and spared His Lordship this inconvenience ; but my
e to doso ;and if on the
uld

have been seized and published ; and with that the con-

impecuniosity never permitted m
other hand I had sent this to the Public Journals it wo

fidence of the country would be lost on the Government.

I have ventured the appeal to Your Txcellency, on the
which ever

faith of the integrity of the British nation,

shone with a brighter lustre than that of any othe

17

mﬁon under the sun, e i i
B , ever since it c: der i
o 1t came under the influence
If, therefore, the a
i ; ppeal should meet with th
- - e f
gnil:egtlon of Your Excellency and His L()rda‘lr'ombIe
mgu t onorable the Secretary of State His L: c;ph'th’e
tr:nsc;s to the Madras Government, that this cr o ta
it er}:‘ed fm.‘ report or decision to Captain Smith Ml
Lordeht. e estimate is all that I can desire : ander'sf Wh'o
G’)veinlp would' alfxo graciously condescend t(’) re plo
referenctznet!;tt }::o 1dn.t1mate His Lordship’s pleasure qtl;eSt #
e disposal of this case, I w l
¢ ould :
ﬁ:::ef::] ;nd. tlflmnkful for this great condescem(iivr?l ¥
: with most respectful i i/
: apologies for thi
I beg to remain with the utm(;t deferen::se
Your Excellency’s most humble
and obedient servant,

me in

most
and kind-
intrusion,

b

16th June 1884. J. Croow, (Senior.)

Por
URSEWAUKUM, Madras, East of Tannah Street

P. 8.—Thi i
Ll a:(;sttgla,lm was due about the middle of the
o Nove,mbe,- 18893 ]:Vs:s reply to my last petition dated

: . a mere acknowled {

T s
tﬁzl;f;:f)l;}g 12 petitions said to have been :ugr':?t:td()f i
¢ to 1883. But in not one of the said erefrlc?m
plies

has any attempt been made to dispr

Though I do

a few years
partment was endowed

f .petitions relating to
mit as if disposed by

ot know if it is still the pratice—b

g0, the Secretary of the P. W. De 2 g
ith the prevogative to dis-pos;a 2
ws of money within a certain .Jj
e Governor in Council, :

sl
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But it is difficult to believe that such a proceedin is
the result of indifference, but rather that of His Lordshig )
nat:u{-al reliance on gentlemen officials, whose hich soc{’ai

‘)!??.mu.lg gives them unquestionable credit for vera:ity and
integrity in. His Lordship’s estimation, as to repose im’plicit

_,Mence in them. Yet- withal, the disreputable proceed-
ings of the Governor of Madras and of His Excellency’s

officials lead me to infer, that the medium for evasion of -

petit.i(ms lies on the familiarity that exists between officials
of this country and those of the Indian Office in London

In any case therefore, allowing the report to be as it
ma.y—-an this case having been so surreptitiously treated
as herein shown, as to conceal the obnoxious proceeding
from His Lordship’s notice, and any aceess to His Lordshia
also. through the Government having been barred unla.wfullp
a,.gamgt;\ me as also herein shown, I have under thi);
circumstance, ventured in relying on Your Excellency’s
.fa.vor, to adopt a suver course of access to His Lordsh?
in soli-citing Your Excellency’s kindness as the medium tf:)’
l?,y th.ns case for His Lordship’s special and private considera-
tion, if it is not an wnconstitutional proceeding to do so
(rather than bring the proceeding to publie ex:losure) o
to treat it as Your Excellency may please, :

Another impediment in the matter of redress I bee to
a.d'a, could be seen in the disinclination of H Eoth
Viceroy to interfere with Mr. Grant Duff’s G.ov;:rnn.aenl:e
wherl requested to extend an act of mercy in com:
umnuler;g the sentengg of transportation on a number of
beenr unate and highly respectable Hindoos, who have

80 transported under very doubtful convictions j
connection with the Salem riots, although the i tm
ference was solicited by a whole community : and itm "
?hrongh.the indiscretion of the authorities' thems Iv‘:&s
I permitting the erection of a Mahomedan Mosquz‘f:

%
-

{

the heart of a Hindoo town to stand as a perpetual eyesore
te the Hindoos that this riot originated.

Ere I proceed further I beg to state, that I have never
ag yet seen Mr. Grant Duff to bear personal animosity
against His Excellency ; but as a legal professor uses every
available material against friend or foe to expain his case,
I feel driven to the painful necessity to do so.

In short I beg to state, that while the lustre of

. British integrity shone forth in by-gone days of former

Rulers, so far as this presidency iz concerned, it is now
(only after Mr. Grant Duff’s arrival) quite diminished—so
much so, that the proceedings of the Government, so far
as Mr. Grant Duff is personally concerned in acts of
injustice and oppression are as deliberately tolerated as
they would be under a Mahomedan Government asin one
instance herein shown, tosay nothing of other instances in
the journals of the 3 presidencies, so that loud, united, and
frequent appeals are reiterated to the people through the
Press, to memorialize Parliament for the recall of His
Excellency who (according to the public journals) reversed
the decision of the High Court to his will, and transported
a large number of highly respectable Hindoos under
doubtful conviction. It is also stated in one of the said
journals that he broke the law at his option (what could
be worse ?) and ‘a very startling  accusation against His
Excellency is inserted in the Heading of the leading
Editorial of the Madras Atheneum in an issue of April 1884
of too grave a character to mention. ~All these and other
causes seem to be the result -of the clamour for the recall
of Mr. Grant Duff.

Instances of the said clamour could be seen in the
Madras Atheneum of the 12th, 15th, 16th, and 17th April
1884 as also in other journals. A journal of another
presidency says, “ we have only to hope that Mr, Grant
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his colleagues S0 Tnaliciously against me, 83 shown further
on.

Never for a moment therefore suspecting that gentle-
men of their position would stoop to unfair dealing, I
now accepted some work from Government to excavate
some wet channels, to render them navigable to float oub
their cargo-laden boats, and of which work the Public
Works Department had the supervisig.

The work of excavation in this latter instance being
now completed, and all the laden boats having been floated
out without the slightest detriment to Government, and
the order of Government with reference to work executed
wnder water being such, that the Inspecting Engineer
should not be too particular in his measurements, or ‘rather
that the work would suffice if the object of the Government
is realized.

On the Tnspecting Engineer ingpecting my work of
excavation therefore, I was not called to attend ; and I now
discovered that [ was completely in his hands, and at his
disposal, for in s0 measuring, and in the face of the above
order, to say nothing of the object of the work being
realized, he struck off about one half the amount of my
bill, viz, 1,690 Rupees ; and this amoant 1 considered
as stopped for oxcavation work alone, for there was no
other work in the estimate from which such an amount
could be stopped.

The full amout of my bill according to the contract and
estimate was 8,550 Rupees; and having so struck off the
1,690 Rupees in the face of every possible advantage to
Government | appealed to Government against it, backed
by the opinion of the Collector ; but the Engineering
and quashed the appeal,
ly 150 Rupees which
But this being

officials strenuously opposed,
while the Government allowed me on

they admittted as due to MY poverty.
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stition, and he and Mr. Grant Duff are known to be on
very intimate terms, a proof of which is, that His
Excellency promoted him to a seat in the Legislature, in
the face of very grave charges which had been previously

brought against him as shown further on.

1t was Colonel Sankey who first started his opposition
with a lying endorsement, as will be presently shown, and

~ the said intimacy seems to account for His Excellency’s

reticence in the matter of the grave charges brought

against him from time to time in tampering with this
- case ; for in this age, there are unfortunately men of high
positions, who, when two are of the same stamp, easily
arrive at a muatual understanding to injure a subordinate
in cenniving talk, if the one says, “ he is an impertinent
fellow” (because I could not help complaining against him)
and when the other says, Well, we could bring him to
his bearings.”

In defending a claim therefore, the more so one which
has so culminated as to throw the claimant into such
pecuriary difficulties as to tell upon his health, such an
individual I beg to observe is in the condition of a drowning
man who would catch a straw.

Such being the case therefore, I humbly beg Your
Excellency will not think me presumptuous when I speak
openly in stating, that when I, in my humble position in
life, would disdain to associate with an individual, who,
like Colonel Sarkey, could stoop to the mean practice of
lying and shuffling to injure a poor man (who never as

yet saw him) to gratify the animosity of a friendly eolleague
and what a reflection it'is on the British Government, who
could have sent out such a Governor (over this mighty
presidency) who could so compromise the dignity of his
position in the close intimacy that existed between them
and connive abt such practices, if silence and mnon-

‘.&, 30343
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« gstimate in hand could solve unassisted by any bod¥™

“ else.”
« But it is necessary to inform Your Excellency how

« this mishap occurred. The gentleman who made the
« pstimates is Captain Smithers. He was then the Sub-

and it was he who verbally informed me

“ Engineer ;
charges

¢ why he put no dimensions and consequently no
« for the bunds in the estimate.”

_« The reason therefore he alleged was because (said he)
« the mud was not to be brought from elsewhere nor to be
« dug up for this purpose; but that while excavating...
« the chaunel, the excavated mud (such as it was) instead
"« of béing as usual thrown away indiscriminately, should
« merely be deposited in a line, to keep alittle rippling water
« from rippling out of the line of the channel, for which
«i purpose bunds of a span high would suffice ; and he put
“only the 23 Rupees 12 ans. for merely tamping them.”

L
tl(med for
w“« only two i
Fo 0 1tems e
w Fo: t:”'re. excavation of work and for notb”::.asl appor- « On the other hand again, the oversight of the other
“and SuTIE:.?g (not making) b +  Rupees 8 52; e:e v « Engineer whp tmeasured the work occurred as follows :
1es unds 2 0 « L I > ravatl
* Dhas ks i R While so measuring the depths of the excavation, he
. u
aking the fy Pees 23 12 o « spw bunds in the estimate ; and failing to see if they had
« dimensions and charges for them in the estimate, of which

11 total ot‘...Rup“‘.35,
Md"’

they were to be of the
ese channels, viz, 3 yards
te large sheets of water,

« there were wamw, and believing
« Jimensions usually made for th
« wide and one yard high to separa
« he calculated accordingly and made that stoppage of the
% 500 and odd Rupees.”

« That such was the mistake and impression of the
« Inspecting Engineer, therefore, is‘clear also from his own
« Jetter inadvertently Witten to me through his Overseer
« after he had made the stoppages, 1D which he states, ‘ the
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“ of this not a pie nor measurement is put for them in the
“estimate. The said letter therefore is extracted and
“inserted in my petition to Your Excellency dated 15th
“ May 1882.” ‘ Ay

- “And another and most incontrovertible proof that
“ the money in the estimate was so apportioned for the
“ said two items of work as above shown is, that the whole
“ amount of the 3,526 Rupees 4 ans. put in the estimate for
“ excavation, correspondsto the pie with the number of
“ cubic yards to be excavated at 3 ans. 4 pies per cubic

1 eyad

“ Lastly I beg to state that Captain Smithers who
“ made the estimate is now in Madras city, residing in
“ Vepery, and as Your Excellency must admit that no body
“ gould report upon this case better than he, it would be
“ most satisfactory,and I would feel most thankful if thi

; -« case be transferred to him for report, as the unjust an

“ stern opposition herein shown fully justifies such a
« transfer as both imperative and reasonable ; and with
« respecful apologies for this further intrusicn,
« I beg to remain
“ Your Excellency’s most humble and
¢ obedient servaigsy

: J.: CrooM, (Senior.)
“ 15th May 1884
« PURSEWAUKUM,—East of Tannah Street, Madras.”

g This last and most important request for the
transfer of the case to Captain Smithers, who made the
estimate, and who could best report upon it in preference
toany other official, His Excellend§y" Mr. Grant Duff has not
heeded. And although this is my sixth and last petition to
His Excellency, Mr. Grant Duff hasin every instance and
in the face of the grave charges brought against the officials

15

of'the receipt of each petition, with the statement of the
transfer of the same to Public Works Department ; and the
officials on the other hand deal with them as they please,
in every instance sending me evasive replies, with never
an attempt to disprove the claim ; nor have I had a single
reply direct from His Excellency, hence the officials treated
the petitions as they pleased.

Having above explained the unrighteous proceeding of
the case, I now humbly beg Your Excellency will not be
displeased at this further intrusion in showing that even the
recovery of this money would prove but a very small matter,
if the interest is not recovered on what I borrowed for sub-
sistence during the very long procrastination and tampering
of this case for a period of about ten years through no
fault of mine ; and if Mr Grant Duff, the Governor, had a as
mere matter of duty only called upon the officials to disprove
this claim, the matter would have been seen through at
once without further shuffling ; but there was one continued
transfer of the petition from time to time without any
request of the kind to the officials.

Calculating therefore on the lowest possible rate of
interest on borrgwed money among the middle or poorer
classes, the usual rate as could be traced in our Small Cause
Courts is one anna on the Rupee per mensem, and though
I off and on paid double this amount in emergencies, I
would be satisfied if the one anna on the Rupee per mensem
would be granted me for the losses I have sustained in inter-
est on this money borrowed from time to time for subsistence,
to say nothing of the indignities I endured from a score of
ereditors owing to my inability to liquidate their just
demands.

If, however, a concession such as this be thought a bad
precedent, Your Excellency will admit it to be a very fair



-

16

and honest concession, and as it is also the stern principle
of the British nation to meet the ends of Justice at
any cost, more so in the case of the poor, I beg to
state with all deference, that it would prove a most
salutary check on official oppression so prevalent in this
country, if the losses so sustained be made good (as a
warning to others) even out of the salaries of such oppres-
sors, who so deliberately trifle with the integrity of the
British rule to gratify private animosity, and who was it
but they who created this ill-feeling that caused the
mutiny of 1857 2

To obviate overwhelming pressure in elaims for
interest on His Lordship by those who hitherto failed to
show the just propriety of such claims, the recognition of
this case in the matter of interest might be made an
exception.

With all humility therefore, T beg to observe, that the
above disclosures of the possibility of such disgraceful pro-
ceedings may induce H. L, the Right Hon. the Secretary of
State to devise measures in future, that would obviate this
unavoidable necessity to seek redress through the present
abnormal course as herein pursued, in the absence of which
as an alternative, the poor have no other course to pursue,

Finally, T beg to state, that had I the means to do so
I might have taken this case to be adjudicated in a Court of
law, and spared His Lordship this inconvenience ; but my
impecuniosity never permitted me to do so ; and if on the
other hand T had sent this to the Public J ournals it would
have been seized and published ; and with that the con-
fidence of the country would be lost on the Government,

I have ventured the appeal to Your Excellency, on the
faith of the integrity of the British nation, which ever
shone with n brighter lustre than that of any other

17

nation under the sun, ever since it came under the influence
of civilization.

If, therefore, the appeal should meet with the favorable
consideration of Your Excellency and His Lordship _th,e
Right Honorable the Secretary of State, HiS.LOl‘dS]:HpS
request to the Madras Government, that tln.s case be
transferred for report or decision to Captain Smithers who

* made the estimate is all that I can desire ; and if His

Lordship would also graciously condescend to request tl'le
Government to intimate His Lordship’s pleasure to me in
reference to the disposal of this case, I would ever feel most
grateful and thankful for this great condescension and ki'nd-
ness ; and with most respectful apologies for this intrusion,
I beg to remain with the utmost deference,
Your Excellency’s most humble
and obedient servant,

J. CrooM, (Senior.) £ pm rye /e con
16¢h June 1884. Lo Ewrnrotdd e

PURSEWAURUM, Madras, Bast of Tannah Street.

P. 8.—This claim was due about the middle of the
year 1871; and the last reply to my last petition, dated
15th November 1883 was a mere acknowledgment of 12
replies to my 12 petitions said to have been submi.tted fr(')m
the year 1873 to 1883. But in not one of the Si?.ld replies
has any attempt been made to disprove the claim ; and I
am informed that the Governor in Council will take no
further notice of my claim in this matter. Though I do

not know il it is still the pratice—but up to a few years

ago, the Secretary of the P. W. Department was en.dowed
with the prerogative to dispose of petitions relating to
sums of money within a certain limit as if disposed by
the Governor in Counctl.
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i @ Bis Greelleny
S The Dt g@wmbfe Aobert “ﬁﬁmﬁxke,

L A ‘ Gopernor of ARladras.
e o WO R, .
Mey 1t presss Youn BXeecuENcy,

2 After many years of subtle oppression, and when Your Exeellency's
nppuhwvm as Governor of. Madras was announced, a bright spark of hope dawned

A
T,

upon my mind, from the likelihood that Your Excellency might chance t0 be a
descendant of that illustrious nobleman of the above name, whose fame for advocacy
ﬁ in matters of humanity was a prominent feature in his parliamentary career, which
i ® . many years ago I read of ; and that as such, your Excelleney will be intbued with

L m——— A e i

the same humane feelings inherited from that nobleman, of whom it 18 now known
Your Excellency is his descendant.

e
.

‘ol e ”

<

As the proceedings of Your kdelleney”s predecessor i matters involved 1n
this petition are truly ineredible, and unprecedented in the annals of British admi-

ni,\'rtrzni n in this country, never hitherto Enown nor heard of, Bhave here taken the
liberty to disabuse thésminds of Your Excellency and the Govt., by the following ex-

by
B = TS

tracts from the Press, to show that the proceedings herein explained, are not fabricat-
) 4 v

- ed (’.\'ilg;"
d

\ me
Jlluiz,\‘:

erations of my own invention ; Lhe following therefore is from the Madras
ated 24th Augyst 1886.

.

P o « The following P].\'tm’:ris eeom the Scotehman dated 27th Ultimo, which

embodies the opinion of Sir Grant. Duff’s political friends regarding his Indian

career.”’ 'l'lu;tﬁaid Journal says i—** 'l.‘he-k;ighthoud just conferred on the retiring
¢« Governor of Madras> may be regarded 3s. 4 smiall reward for the expatriation
o « endured by him for 5 years, and a very small solatium in the midst of te Fitra-

« grdinary unpopularity which he managed to ineur in India. He will not leave the
s « country a day too soon. The faet that he is about to retire, will probably prevent
, ¢ the Indian new Secretary from trying to make capital at home, and earn personal

¢ popularity in India," by instituting a formal enquiry into the official scandals that
' ¢ he leaves behind him in Madras.” The following again are others cub out from
. ,\‘A the said Madras Times, dated 23rd August 1886 and 11th September of the same

R

s‘ )'L“:ll‘ M e &

ok

¢ Apras” writes in the World :=—¢The most hostile eritie of the Government
can find nothing to say against the appointment, of Mr. Robert Bourke as Governor

of Madras. Intellectually keen and socially popular, with official experience, and the
best of recommendations as the brother of the late Liord Mayo, Mr. Bourke will be
received with open arms by the Presidency which ‘he is fo govern. A greater
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to be relioved of h at the 2 iy g
deney will work Bourke 80 pragmatical

o

ke T 0 THE EDITOR OF THE ° MADRAS TIME
is eminently i g : '
cal, sensible,
manner, and
th the multi-

n two ways—first
rn India’’ ; second
ng to be, *“ Garru-

by a European, whﬂ}zﬁ ays
by a Native, who, not agreeing with the above, declares the

lity Cynicism, Sententiousness Incarnate.” Can you say,
these is correct ? And if so, which ?

. [Why attempt to decide ? Questions like these are apt to m ik
between two bundles of hay, We leave the matter to those with nice
selves.—Ed. M. T.]

The above however are but very insignig:‘;ant versions of

lavished on Your Excellency’s predecessor during the period of ﬁls administration in
this country ; and I now beg to procceed with the fellowing petition. 4

R EAL TR
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rom the path of ‘
berration, but a
bitterness in
rtly true, show
rather than a bed

~ This humble i‘petit;ion relates to claims  of mouey’_aﬁe to me, for work
executed by me for the Madras Government—the said money being wrongfully and |
maliciously withheld from me, through. false representations, evasive replies, and |
lying Endorsements of the Executive Engineer, and the Seeretary of the Public
Works Department, so glaringly criminal as to amount to nothing short of a
deliberate act of *cheating to oppress and injure me for the reasons herein |
shown ; and Mr, (now Sir) Grant Duff also the retired Governor of the Madras |
: (a close companidﬁ of the said Secretary) is herein also criminated for commivingly |
) aiding and abetting the said act of cheating through a sham proceeding, knowing it
te be such as shown further on. ' h

asks you
. C. S. S 1 -} B
$ito E{“‘thh ; The said works J beg to add were given to me by the Madras Government
P D ' through the salt Department. They consisted in the Excavation of 3 wet channels,

: Inaias’?me;t;gmie # ~ to render them navigable to float out the Government salt in boats from the salt-pans,
. the S al"em ans. 4o its destination 20 miles away to Madras to be stored ; and the efficiency of the *
: P work was to be supervised (as a rule) by the Public Works Department; and the

full amount of payment agreed upon for the work by the Government was, as shown
' _in the Estimate as follows :— Ty . ;
L2 A T Rl SR

Fok BRterapa M e s s B8 4 ©

ent writes :(— R e =
For tamping (not making) Bunds ... bb A2 1S 0

M E. Grant
llament as a

Full total... 3,550 O 0
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ily in the burning
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l’,’i._timﬁ’ I, and not he, was responsi
n, from his complexion and strolln

sun, I 1c (' . him as a subordinate Engineer withb;l';i

a7

‘ ‘ duty it
‘my bill for

the work as'w‘éﬂ as any Engineer ; and this was the sore point.

nance, for he seemed
y and contract with

But this plain-speaking letter he looked upon as im
to think T was his subor@inate, while this was my private p
the collector ; and though T believed that this letter which I
my own interests, would be more or less disagreeable to b
regret to me to be under the necessity to do so. ;

unawares to
d in profess-
' the Excava-

~written to protect
it was a matter of

-

- Having explained above the cause of this oppressioﬁi’ :
claims herein submitted being for money withheld for excavation work and also for
Bunds, I beg to explain first the treatment of the claim for ezcavation work, and

afterwards the treatment of the claim for Bunds, to both of wh’i%. I most respectfully

arefore, and the two

beg your excellency’s careful attention. ‘ 3 ‘
. e 5
EXCAVATION CLAIM. g
In a foregoing page of this humble petition will be se s , the amount n the
Estimate sanctioned for this excavation work, which is 3,526 Rs. 4 Annas. The

highly satisfactory result of this excavation work also, is very clearly shown, in the
heavily-laden boats (laden under official supervision) having floated out through the
depths which the Engineer himself sanctioned as sufficient for their navigation,
without the slightest loss, impediment, nor even inconvenience to the Government ;
and the fact that he went over to the works (20 miles from Madras) without
informing mes and professed to have measured my work is also stated.

It is also shown, thatin the face of all this, he made a random stop-
page of about half the amount of my bill, and that stoppage for Excavation alone
was 1,200 Rs. more or less ; and for Bunds which had only 23 Rs. 12 Ans. for them

. in.the Estimates he struck off 500 Rs. more or less for them also, making a total
. stoppage of 1,690 Rs. ; but this latter stoppage for Bunds he made through an over-
sight explained further on.

I now beg to explain under what circumstances he made the said stop-
page for the Hzcavation work. He made it in the face of the self-demonstrated cer-

which he himself san

boats were those usually used for this purpose. ;

tainty of the thorough efficiency of the work, in the heavily-laden boats (fairly laden
~ under the eye of the salt superintendent) having floated out through the very depths
If sanctioned as sufficient for their navigation, and which depths he
would not have sanctioned above the mark, to put Government to unnecessary ex-
pense, with no prospect of any benefit to himself also—hence it is self-evident that
they could not have floated out, but through his own measurements ; and these laden

————




8

mentioned, the oue is as just explained above, which incurs no expenditure, save a
trifle for tamping excavated mud, when deposited in a line. Those again of the
other description usually made in the district, are better known as Regulation Bunds
and are intended to separate large sheets of water. To raise such Bunds therefore, the
earth or mud has to be brought from certain distances, and the rates for them vary
according to distance, and their usual dimensions are 3 yards wide and one vard high
distinetly marked in the Estimate with corresponding rates ; and if the Bunds 1 had
to make were to be of this description, the dimensions and rates per cubic yard would
be in the Estimate, and the charge for the whole length of such bunds would have

been about 500 Rs. but there are only 23 Rs. 12 ans. for them in the Estimate for
mere “ tamping™.

The above therefore explains the oversight of the Executive Engineer ; for
when he measured my work : he saw Bunds in the Estimate ; and failing to see if
there were dimensions and rates put for them therein, he calculated on the Regula-
tion Bunds, and struck off the 500 Rs. (more or less) from my bill, failing to see that
only 23 Rs. 12 ans. were put for them, as could be seen to this day in the Estimate ;
and the surest proof that he was under this wrong impression regarding their dimen-
sions and rates could even now be traced in his letter on my work to the Superin-

tending Engineer ; and where existed the necessity also for such huge bunds, the
said Engineer himself is unable to explain.

- And lastly, another incontestable proof that no dimensions nor charges
(save 23 Rs. 12 Ans.) were put for the Bunds is, that the whole of the money put for
this channel for which the Bunds were to be made, agrees to the pie for the Excavation
work alone of this channel (No. 4) not. a pie remaining for the Bunds in the Esti-
mate, save the 23 Rs. 12 ans. put in it separately for tamping them.

Having therefore explained above, how this oversight relating to the stop-

page of money for Bunds oceurred, I now beg to explain the treatment of this Bund-
money claim

At this stage of the proceedings, when I now first started this Bund claim,
and allowed the excavation claim to stand over fop the time being, for the purpose of
fairly detecting the cheating as above mentioned,another Secretary (Colonel Sankey)
was appointed to the Department. This Secretary also imbibed the same feeling,
and assumed the same attitude of opposition against me as did his predecessor ; and
this seemed a natural result, while the Executive Engineer who *started the opposi-
tion was still in the Department as the proceedings will show ; and it was a matter

: [ e gred utany.”’ e
, nsidered with the greatest seruw » R o oriement
?32;:; so and so) referring to one of the above endorsements, without a

point in any one of them ; and

9
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It so happened, that just after the new Secretary Col. Sankey took up his
post in the Department. I now for the very first time started this Bund claim as
above explained ; and the very first reply he sent after a very long period, was the
following irrelavent one viz. * This case cannot be reopened”, and when requested to
produce a previous petition which could have elicited such an endorsement, he was
unable to do so, and the following was sent. * Your petition has been considered
but does not explain how or when ; and to every subsequent petition, the follow-

that I think Your Excellency will have
76 o sifers of 18 ol Stdont ¢ word 4 the point were sent. “Your petition has

i erve ' ;
I e : hout the whole proceedings, 1n S0

-



TSy ,"‘:

‘ the Superintendent of which informed me that he was asham-
me ; and the causeofthxagmage is expiameﬂm a former page
' Ques.—Was this Excavation work practically efficient, and did the Govern-

ment realize the object of the work to the fullest extent, without the slightest detri
ment or even inconvenience to them ? :
 Ans.—Yes. And the strongest proof that the excavations were made ac-
cording to the depth given by the Engineer is, that the laden boats, usually used for
this purpose and laden under official supervision, could not bave floated out, but
through the measurements put for that purpose by the Engineer ; and for him to
have made a random stoppage of about half the money in the face of this, too clearl y

proves his ill-will to injure me, while a common sense verdict suggests that not a pie
should be stopped.

Ques.—Is there a Government order to support this verdict ?

Ans.—Yes. There is a Government order which implies, that works under

water should not be too critically serutanized, but he considered satisfactory if the
object of the work is attained.

A e ;
The other work relating to these claims, is for simple Bunds,
the Excavated mud deposited in a line, and tamped into Bunds.

made up of

Ques.—Could it therefore be seen through by a school-boy at his alphabet,
that it is deliberate cheating to withhold 500 Rs. (more or less) for a work that has
only 23 Rs. 12 ans. for it in the Estimate, the more so, which has been persistant-

ly pointed out to the Secretary and to Sir Grant Duff the retired Governor of
Madras ?

Ans.—Decidedly it is ; and though the stoppage was made throngh an over-
sight of the Engineer as shown above, and pointed out to the Secretary more than
half a dozen times over, his replies were sometimes Silence, and on persistance of
appeals, every reply was without a word to the point.

Ques.—Would therefore the people of India trust the Government if this be
known abroad ?

Ans.—No—mnot for ages to come. And to decorate a Governor known to
have been aiding and abetting such proceedings, virtually renders that decoration a
by-word and a sham even to deserving men.

J. C. Sn.
TESTIMONIALS OF CHARACTER.

Dear Mr. Croon.—It is now may years that I have known vou. All that T
have seen and heard of you, entitles you to my sincere regard and respect. 1 should
he very glad to hear that you have succeeded in the appointment for which vou tell
me you are a candidate ; and you may make what use of this letter you please/.

Believe me yours faithfully )
4 (Signed.) THOS. DEALTRY,
Arehdeacon of Madras.
Adyar 15th Feb.
; To Mr. J. CROOM (Senior.)
This is to certify that I have known Mr. J. Croox (Senior) for many
years, and always heard him well spoken of. ; '

20th June 1875, 5

Signed.) S. PERCIVAL,
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