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GOVERNMENT OF MADRAS.

PUBLIC DEPARTMENT.

Reap—the following paper :—

From A. P. MacDONNELL, Esq., C.8., Officiating Secretary to the Government
of India, Home Department (Sanitary), to the Local Governments and
Administrations, dated Simla, 28th April 1886, No. 5—122.

A case having recently occurred in which compensation was claimed for the
destruction, by order of a Government medical officer, of the bedding, clothing, &e.,
belonging to certain individuals who occupied quarters in which a man had died of
cholera, the Governor-General in Council considers it desirable, in order to prevent
the unnecessary destruction of property and the submission of claims for compensation,
that some definite instructions should be laid down for the guidance of officers in such
cases. His Excellency in Council is accordingly pleased to direct that the procedure

preseribed for adoption among European
* Nos. 56 and 57. troops, as given in the rules* appended
to this circular, shall, with the addition
of the foot-note, in future be carefully observed.

9. Tt should be impressed upon all Government officers that if destruction of
property is ordered as calculated to cause infection, and inquiry subsequently shows
in any particular case that such destruction was not absolutely necessary, but that
purification would have sufficed, the officer ordering such destruction must be held
responsible for the loss occasioned thereby to the owners of the property.

ENCLOSURE.
Purification of Bedding and Clothing.

56. The straw of the barrack bedding used by persons attacked prior to admission into
hospital will be burnt. The stuffing of mattresses and pillows used by cholera patients in hospital
will be opened out, exposed to the air, and beaten, and, when practicable, submitted to a dry heat
of not less than 250° Fahrenheit for at least an hour (in an oven or otherwise *) before being used
again ; the remainder of the barrack and hospital bedding, clothing, &c., and such of the clothing
worn by patients on their admission as is not liable to injury thereby, shall be boiled, exposed P
the air, beaten and afterwards washed with soap and water.

Cots and punkah fringes which have been used by cholera patients, or in wards set apart for
them, should also be subjected to the action of boiling water when they are no longer required for
such cases.

Such articles of a soldier’s kit .as cannot be treated in the above manner will be removed to
hospital and there fumigated and exposed to the air and sun for a week, beaten and brushed.

Burning only to be resorted to when purification cannot be at once carried out.

# Or if means are not at hand to enable this to be done, it should be boiled.,
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~ 57. When circumstances are such that the above processes of purification cannot be at once
carried out, such articles as body linen, bedding, cots and punkah fringes may be burnt; but
with proper arrangements the necessity for this destruction will rarely arise.

To the Chief Seorétary to Government, Madras.

4

ments for information and guidance.
" (True Extract.)

#  E F. WEBSTER,
-~ Chaef Secretary.

Cofamunicated to the departments of the Secretariat and to all heads of depart-
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Sanitary.

Communicating to departments concerned
certain rules ‘preseribed by the Government of
India for purification of bedding and clothing
used by cholera patients for adoption among
European troops.
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GOVERNMENT OF MADRAS.

PUBLIC DEPARTMENT.

Reap—the following paper :—

From A. P. MaAcDONNELL, Esq., C.8., Officiating Secretary to the Government
of India, Home Department (Sanitary), to the Local Governments and
Administrations, dated Simla, 28th April 1886, No. 5—122.

A case having recently occurred in which compensation was claimed for the
destruction, by order of a Government medical officer, of the bedding, clothing, &e.,
belonging to certain individuals who occupied quarters in which a man had died of
cholera, the Governor-General in Council considers it desirable, in order to prevent
the unnecessary destruction of property and the submission of elaims for compensation,
that some definite instructions should be laid down for the guidance of officers in sych
cases. His Excellency in Council is accordingly pleased to direct that the procedure

: prescribed for adoption among European

* Nos. 56 and 57. troops, as given in the rules * appended
to this circular, shall, with the addition
of the foot-note, in future be carefully observed.

2. It should be impressed upon all Government officers that if destruction of
property is ordered as calculated to cause infection, and inquiry subsequently shows
in any particular case that such destruction was not absolutely necessary, but that
purification would have sufficed, the officer ordering such destruction must be heid
responsible for the loss occasioned thereby to the owners of the property.,

ENcLOSURE.
Purification of Bedding and Clothing.

96. The straw of the barrack bedding used by persons attacked prior to admission into
hospital will be burnt. The stuffing of mattresses and pillows used by cholera patients in hospital
will be opened out, exposed to the air, and beaten, and, when practicable, submitted to a dry heat
of not less than 250° Fahrenheit for at least an hour (in an oven or otherwise *) before being used
again ; the remainder of the barrack and hospital bedding, clothing, &c., and such of the clothing
worn by patients on their admission as is not liable to injury thereby, shall be boiled, exposed to -
the air, beaten and afterwards washed with soap and water. ;

Cots and punkah fringes which have been used by cholera patients, or in wards set apart for
them, should also be subjected to the action of hoiling water when they are no longer required for
such cases.

Such articles of a soldier’s kit as cannot be treated in the above mauner will be removed to
hospital and there fumigated and exposed to the air and sun for a ‘week, beaten and brushed.
Burning only to be resorted to when purification cannot be at once carried out.

* Or if means are not at hand to enable tMs to be done, it should be boiled,
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bt Lot ‘When ciroumstances are such that the above processes of purification cannot be at once
' carried out, such articles as body linen, bedding, cots and punkah fringes may be burnt; but

. with proper arrangements the necessity for this estruction will rarely arise.
“ : 9 : § 4 s & : d f 2k .
® S o thef Chied Secretary to Government, Madras. i
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 Communicated to the departments of the Secretariat and to all heads of dep#rt-
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certain rules preseribed by the Gover ;
India for purification of bedding and clothing
used by cholera patients for adoption among
European troops.
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