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GOVERNMENT

PUBLIC WOR KS

13th January 18

OF MADRAS.

DEP ARTMENT.

79, No. 42 R.

Railway:

Read the following paper :—

No. 64. Proceedings of the Government of India in the Public Works Depart-
ment, (Railway), dated Fort William, 13th December 1878, Nos. 9,169—

86 R.

Ricur of Gruaranteed Railway Companies and of the State to levy tolls on the
traffic passing over the roadways and footways of railway bridges, and the position of

Local Giovernments in respect to such brid;
Read again—

Act VIII of 1851 and Act XV of 1864.

1
Public Works lh-purtmvm Despatch to the
Secretary of dtate, No. 146 R, of 5th Octo- §
ber 1868. l

Letter No. 1264 W, ofrﬂw, 6th July 1875,)

enclosures.

Public Works Department, No. 1,777 R, of the
17th July 1875, to the Director of State
Railways.

Letter No. 1,654 W, of the 94th August 1875, |
from the Director of State Railways, and
enclosures.

Public Works I)Qparfment N6. 2,309 R, of the
16th Sq‘ntcmber 1875, to the Director of
State Railways.

Letter No. 3,169, of the 6th October 1876,
from the Agent to the Governor-General for
Central India.

Public Works Department No. 369 C, of the
4th November 1876, to the Director of State
Railways.

Tetter No. 00248 B, of the 93rd February
1877, from the Director of State Railways, 7
and enclosures.

Letter No. 002 4 E, of the 5th March 1877,
from the Director of State Railways, and
enclosure.

Public Works Department No- 972 C, of the
ard October 1877, to the Agent to the Gover-
nor-Greneral for Central India.

Read also—

Lotter No. 944, of 11th May 1876, from the?)
Consulting Engineer 10 the Government of ‘

from the Director of State Railways, and
(
|
7

(To onable Government to levy tolls on roads

and bridges.

Relative to the construction by the Oudh and
Rioh nd Railway of a bridge over the
G at Cawnpore, and the addition of &
roadway thereto.

ontaining a schedule of tolls authorised by
the North-Western Provinces Government to
by levied temporarily on the traffic passing
over the roadway of the Jumna bridge of the
Rajputana State Railway at Agra until the
question of - the right of Government to levy
such tolls is determined.

On the subject of the maintenence of a dispen-
sary at Mortukka from the profits derived
from the levy of folls on traffic passing over
the roadway of the Nerbudda bridge on the
Holkar State Railway.

Relative to the right of the Oudh and Rohil-
khund Railway Company to levy tolls on the

11 F 3 ) A0 Iarlwava § [ ek o .
India for Guaranteed Railways at Lucknow, y - traffic passing Over the roadway of the

and enclosures. {
Letter No. 1,873, of the 11th August 1877, }
from do. do. do. J

Ganges bridge at Cawnpore, and the disposal
of the profits derived therefrom.
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Letter No. 1,881, of the 30th May 1877, from)
the Agent to the Governor-General for
. Central India, and enclosures. On the subject of the scale of tolls to be levied
Public Works Department telegram, dated Tth on the traffic using the roadway of the
June 1877, to the Agent to the Governor- p Nerbudda bridge, Holkar State Railway,
General for Central India. and the disposal of the profits derived there-
Letter No. 3,499, of the 11th October 1877, from.
from the Agent to the Governor-General for
Central India.

Letter No. 1,734 W, of the 19th September)
1876, from the Director of State Railways.
Public Works Department No. 2,981 R, of the
97th October 1876, to the Director of State | Relative to the position of the Local Govern-
Railways. ment in respect to the levy of tolls on the

Letter No. 1,176 W, of the 9th August 1877, % traffic passing over the roadways of the Ravi
from the Director of State Railways, West- and Jhelum Bridges, Punjab Northern State
ern System, and enclosures. Railway.

Letter No. 4,414 W, of the 5th August 1878,
from the Director of State Railways, West-
ern System, and enclosures. i

OBSERVATIONS.— Oudh and Rohilkhund Railway—Ganges Bridge at Cawnpore.
__Tn 1868 when the construction of this bridge was under consideration, the Govern-
ment of India advocated the addition to it of a roadway, and requested, in addressing
Her Majesty’s Secretary of State, that « you will urge the Directors to lose no time
in getting this important work in hand, and we particularly desire that no design may
be sanctioned which shall net provide a roadway for ordinary cart and foot passenger
iraffic. We consider this of very great importance, and shail be prepared to concede

to the Company the right to levy tolls on the bridge.”

9. The Company who had previously been disinclined to do so now agreed to
copstruct the bridge with a roadway, and on the opening of the latter on 1s February
1876, the Government of the North-Western Provinces authorised the Company to
Jevy temporarily the same tolls as had previously been levied on traffic passing over
the Pontoon bridge, viz., those specified in the schedule attached to Act XV of 1864,
the accounts of the receipts and disbursements connected with this road traffic to be
kept separate in order to show whether any, and if 0, what, surplus profits might be
earned. The question of the disposal of the surplus profits was, in the meantime, to
be postponed. :

3. The Agent, Oudh and Rohilkhund Railway Company, at an official meeting
held in February 1876, said that the (ompany wished to levy permanently the same
tolls as had been authorised to be collected as a temporary arrangement. He contended
that the concession to levy tolls above referred to meant the same tolls as were levied
elsewhere in the Province, full tolls were, he believed, collected by the East Indian

:ailway Company on the road bridges they had constructed, and he failed to see why
the Oudh and Rohilkhund Railway Company should be expected to forego such profits
as might accrue from the arrangement made by it at Cawnpore for the convenience of
the public and of Government, such arrangement having added considerably to the
cost of the bridge and to the risk to which the Company was exposed. He further
stated that it was reasonable to suppose that the road traffic would by degrees decrease,
and though at first some profit might be realised from the tolls, it was possible that
hereafter they may not pay for the extra outlay on and maintenance of the bridge.

4. Colonel Fraser pointed out that it was the custom of Government to remove
all tolls wherever a temporary bridge had
been replaced* by a permanent one. He
said that the Lieutenant-Governor was irelined to think that the principle on which
tolls are levied, as a permanent arrangement, was that only so much be taken as
would cover the extra outlay and maintenance on the bridge to adapt it to roaa traffic.

* The Pontoon bridge was subsequently removed.

11851 and XV of 1864 can be applied to the cartways‘and‘fooﬁﬁmysiﬂatf@ﬁ L
~ but there is no occasion to resort to these Acts. All that is needed is to p
persous entering upon the bridges 1ill they have paid the toll. e
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Tt was resolved at this meeting to refer the question to the Government of India

for decision, and this was accordingly donme in the letters from the Consulting
Engineer to the Government of India for Guaranteed Railways at Lucknow now read.

h. Rajpootana State Railway—Jumna Bridge at Agra.—On the traffic passing
over the roadway of this bridge, the North-Western Provinces Government sanctioned
in August 1875, as a temporary measure, the levy of the same tolls as were levied on
the Pontoon bridge, but it reserved for further consideration the question of the right
of railways to levy tolls on traffic using roadways of railway bridges. :

6. Holkar State Railway—Nerbudda Bridge.—The Government of India in
June 1877 sanctioned the levy of the same tolls on traffic using the roadway of this
bridge as were in force for the ferry. The Agent to the Governor-General for Central
India had previously represented that the administration had derived a considerable
income from the ferry, which it had expended in the improvement of roads and the
maintenance of a dispensary at Mortukka, and requested that the railway should
contribute Rupees 800 per annum to the latter object from the profits it derived from
the tolls levied on traffic using the roadway of this bridge.

7. The late Director of State Railways contended that there would be a great
reduction in the road traffic as soon as the railway was opened through to Mhow, and
doubted whether a dispensary at Mortukka would be needed. He was also of opinion
that the net earnings from the tolls would not more than suffice to pay the cost of
maintenance and interest on the outlay on the roadway (estimated by the Manager
at Rupees 2,00,000), and that the railway should not therefore be required to bear
any part of the cost of the dispensary.

8. Punjab Northern State Railway—Ravi and Jhelum Bridges.—The levy of
tolls on traffic using the sub-ways of these bridges has been held over pending a
decision on the general question of the position of Local {(tovernments in respect to
mmperial bridges. :

Rusorurion.—Oudh and Rohillhund Railway —Ganges Bridge at Oawnpow::——'l.‘he’

existing law as regards the levy of tolls 1s contained in the Acts VIII of 1861 and
XV of 1864, which empower the Local Government to cause certain rates of toll

within a maximum schedule to be Jevied upon any road or bridge made or repaired

at the expense of Government, the tolls so levied to be deemed public revenue, a;zd‘

the net proceeds thereof to be applied wholly to the construction, repair, and main-

tenance of roads and bridges within the Presidency in which they are levied.

9. Ttis quite clear that these Acts do not apply in the case of the Oﬁdh and
Rohilkhund Railway Company’s bridge over the Ganges at Cawnpore, as that bridge

was not made or repaired at the expense of Government. It belongs wholly to the

=
3

Railway Company, and no one can claim to pass over it without paying the tolls

authorised by Government to be levied on it.

3. As to what those tolls should be, the President in Council is not p;repare&, |

to maintain the ground taken up by Colonel Fraser, viz., that the rates should be so
fixed as merely to cover the working expenses and interest on capital outlay without

.

“allowing the Cowpany any profit, but on the contrary, it appears to him that the

possibility of the Company making some profit from the roadway of the bridge ‘was
contemplated throughout, and he will not therefore object to rates “that in other

respects appear under present circumstances to be reasonable, merely because they
geemlikely to yield a balance of profit. There 1s therefore no necessity for the

Lieutenant-Governor to make his sanction temporary or expetimentalj,‘;dndﬁig rates

with the

already authorised as a temporary measure should now be sanctioned simp
observation that while the Lieutenant-Governor cannot pledge the G

in them. : : A
 State Railwny Bridges.—As regards these there is no doubt thatA&&E

maintain them in perpetuity, there is no present intention of proposing any alteration
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5. Next as regards the right of a State Railway to levy tolls for ordinary
affic passing over its railway bridges with or without the assent of the Local
overnment within the jurisdiction of which the railway is situated. Such li
baving been made with imperial funds, and_being directly under the control of the
‘Government of India, it follows that the Local Government have nothing from a
yailway point of view to do with the tolls or their scale. Hitherto the Local Govern-
nents have been referred to and tolls have been levied with their permission and on
scale as they have approved, eg., Jumna Bridge at Agra on the Rajpootan:
Railway, and the Nerbudda Bridge on the Holkar State Railway, and there is
objection to such course being followed in future. In the case of the Agra Bridge
it was arranged, and properly so, in communication with the Local Government that
the Railway bridge should not compete with the pre-existing and still maintaine
pontoon bridge in close proximity by levying a lower scale of tolls. g
6. Tt has, however, been represented on the part of the Local Governments
that the railway bridges by accommodating ordinary traffic have interfered with a
source of local revenue, but it is manifest that any profits arising from such tolls
reduce pro tanto the demands of the State in the form of taxation. Moreover, the
 benefit conferred by the imperial railway may fairly be considered as 2 set-off against
any such local or provincial loss.
i 7. The President in Council therefore considers that, in the case of State
~ Railways, the Local Governments should, if the rates proposed are considered
reasonable, sanction them unconditionally.

t this Resolution be communicated to the Governments of

O’fﬁﬁ“ Ordored, that . ‘
the North-Western Provinces and Oudh and the Punjab, the Agent to the Governor-
" General for Central India, the Consulting Engineer to the Government of India for
5 Guaranteed Railways at Lucknow, and the Directors of State Railways, Central and
. Western Systems, for information and guidance.
‘Ordered also, that this Resolution be communicated to the Governments,
Administrations, and
The gﬁ;m%m&?%%ﬁi: ﬁ%}e, Assam, and British Burmah. Officers margix,mlly
The Resident at H noted, for informa-

The Agent to the &mmw-(}enmal for Rajpootana, ’ :
The Consulting Engineers to the Government of India for Guaranteed Railways at  fiomn.

Calcutta and Lahore.
The Director of State Railways, North-Eastern System.

(Signed)  J. 8. TREVOR, for Major-General, R.E,
Secretary to the Government of India.

o the Secretary to the Government of Madras, Public Works Department, (Railway).

No. 65. ORDER THEREON, 13th January 1879, No. 42 R.
ConyuNICATED to the Consulting Engineer for Railways for information.
(True Extract.)
(Sigued) J. H. M. SHAW-STEWART, Colonel, RE,
Joint Secy. to Govt.,, P.W.D,,
Railway Branch.

g

~ To the Consulting Engineer for Railways.




RAILWAY.

S ot of (1870) Fudes.

~ PUBLIC WORKS.

i To
| Trur CONSULTING ENGINEER |
ror RAILWAYS,
Dated January 13th,
Vy' ‘:3‘_;‘
| I sued
. VEnc!.
s gy,
‘%m‘%m‘ o 0By '\*?5"&, 4 By, i

G, 0., 13th January 1879, No. 42 R.

; JANUARY.
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