GOVERNMENT OF MADRAS.

MILITARY DEPARTMEN

27th September 1878, No. 5082
Cantonments—Parade Grounds.

Read the following papers :—

No. 472. From Brigadier-General H. O CONNELL, Quartermaster-General, to
Colonel J. MICHAEL, c.s.1., Secretary to Government, Military Depart-
ment ; dated Ootacamund, 19th August 1878, No. 837.

I have the honor, by order, to forward, for the orders of Government, the
enclosed letter, No. 196, dated 14th instant, from the Commandant, 15th Regiment;,
Native Infantry, applying for the use of the ground at Poodoopett for parade
purposes, and stating that the Comthissioner of Police had objected to the regiment
parading on it.

2. Iam directed to request the sanction of Government for the use of the
ground by the military. The ground has, 1t 18 believed, recently been acquired by
Government for military use, and at considerable expenditure. See the following :—

I.—Proceedings of Madras Government (Military Department), No. 2008,
dated 23rd April 1878.
IT.—Memorandum from Secretary to Government, Military Department,
No. 3383, dated 5th July 1878.
1II.—Letter from Quartermaster-General, to Secretary to Government, Mili-
tary Department, No. 1 11th July 1878.

3. HEARN, Commandant, 15th Regiment, Native Infantry, to
; dated Madras, 14th August 1878, No. 196. (Forwarded through the Officer
: g Centre District, dated 15th August 1878, N 68.)

I have the honor to solicit permission to use the Poodoopett plain for parade purposes.

2. Having heard that the Commissioner of Police conceived that the ground belonged tg
his department, I, for form’s sake, asked him to allow me to parade there.

8. The Commissioner objects on the grounds that by my regiment parading there, the
military authorities may possibly some day put in a claim for the ground, and support the claim
by instancing a regiment having drilled there.

4. Ground for the regiment to parade on is required—the island is too far—the Poodoopett
plain is the most convenient ; and as the ground belongs to Government, either in the Police
Department, or Military, I beg to be allowed to drill there,

5. Major Balmer is aware of my intentions of referring the case, as I informed him that
I must have a parade, and must obtain the authority of Government if he declined to allow me
to use the ground ; and in reply to this intimation, he hoped I would not use the ground until a
reply had been received to the reference.

No. 4328.
Referred to the Judicial Department, for enquiry whether there is any objec-
tion to a Native regiment drilling on the ground in question.

OoracaMUND, (Signed) J. MICHAEL, Colonel,

22nd August 1878. Secretary to Government.

No. 1503.
Referred to the Acting Commissioner of Police, Madras, for explanation.

OO0TACAMUND, (Signed) D. F. CARMICHAEL,
23rd August 1878, Chief Secretary.
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No. 473, From Major A, BALMER, Acting Commissioner of Police, to the Hon'bls
I CARMICHAEL, Chief Secretary to Goverwment, Fort St.
dated Madras, 16t} September 1878, No. 90.

I have the honor, with referenc
August, on the enclosed letter from
objected to Colonel Hearn drilling hi

George ;

e to your memorandum, No. 1503, dated 23rd

the Quartermaster-General, to explain that I

s regiment on the Poodoopett plain, as it has

been used for many years by the Police as a drill ground for the foot and mounted

‘ branches, and if it were given over to the regiment in Vepery for a drill ground,
I do not know where another piece of ground could be found for the Police.

2. At the time Colonel Hearn wrote to me, I was aware that there had been

a question on a former occasion about the regiment in Vepery using the plain as

a drill ground, but could find no Papers in the office about it.  As I expected Colonel

ortly, I consulted him about it, and, after doing so,

at liberty to use the plain to drill his regiment

on, if he gave me previous notice 5 but Colonel Hearn had already referred the
question to the Quartermaster-General prior to the receipt of my letter.

- 3. The Police cannot do without it as a drill ground, but, as I have already I
informed Colonel Hearn, if he will give me mnotice on what days he wishes to drill :
his regiment, I will see that the Police in no way interfere with them. )

4. Commissioner of Police has for many years been regul

8razing on the plain to the cow-keepers in the neighbourhood, and
rent for Government, and he would thus

e i e o

A
e ™

arly let the :
realized the |

; appear to have been in temporary posses- {
Sion at all events.
5. The delay in replying to this reference has been caused by my being 3
unwell. /
No. 1702.
Transferred to the Military Department.
OoTACAMUND, (Signed) C. G. MASTER,
w18th September 1878, .

Acting Chief Secretary.

No. 474, Okpzr THEREON, 27th September 1878, No. 5082,

His Grace the Governor in Couneil directs that the Poodoopett pl

ain be used ’
as a drill ground by hoth Troops and Police, and observes that mutual arrangement
should prevent any inconvenience,

2. The care, and letting of the grazing, will remain with the Police.
(True Extract.)

(Signed) J. MICHAEL, Colonel,
Secretary to Government.

To the Quartermaster-General,
s> Judicial Department.
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