GOVERNMENT OF MADRAS.

MARINE DEPARTMENT.

Reap—the following paper :—

From J. H. TAYLOR, Esq., Lieut., R.N.R., Master Attendant, Madras, to the
Chief Secretary to Government, dated Madras, 15th April 1886, No. 3476.

Administrative Department.

Negapatam, found the light and house in .'_’;m,nl order, Hon. Colonel Shaw-
;u:mnnpn‘n‘\'ing me. No changes of any sort in the river have occurred since my last
visit, and I endeavoured to elicit some expression of opinion a% to the best method of
impfm'iug the port, having previously circulated a plan of my own proposal as being
inemy opinion likely to do good, but not by any means insisting upon it. I notjced
that, on the occasion of His Excellency the Governor’s recent visit, great stress was
laid by the local European authorities as to the good that would result if they had
control of the port funds. Under present legislation, that could not be listened to
nor does the Port Dues Act sanction the funds being diverted to river improvemen
unconnected with shipping; but from what they advanced, I entertained a hopeful
conviction that they were ready to come forward with some feasible plan, which, if
approved by the Chief Engineer, might receive assistance in the same way that help
is being given to Gopélpur, Tuticorin, (Cocanada, &c. I have since received letters,
through the Collector, copies of which are sent herewith, from which it appears that
the Natives wish nothing done, and the European members of the community seem
only to desire the money, which they have been assured cannot be granted them. I
beg respectfully to recommend therefore that, when the dredge is in good working
order, the boat basin be filled up, and its outer wall strengthened, and the low ground
at the back of the quay filled up to the quay level, and reVetted on the north side, so
as to divert the town sewer and storm water clear of the quay, which now suffers
damage from town floods. « The ground recovered in both cases will become valuable.
The deputations that addressed His Excellency the Governor omitted to draw his
attention to the fact that the failure of the works hitherto attempted was due partly
to the entire absence of any intelligent method of drainage by the Municipality, and
partly to the action of the Railway Company, who have for years encoura d th
lighters bringing railway material to lie at the jetty, where their crane is constrt

and thus aceumulated silt and caused shallows on the town side. To such an extent
was the evil permitted that a large bank was formed into the river, upon which coal
was stored. This was interdicted in 1883, and if a moderately current could be
maintained along the town side, and the sewage and storm water diverted to the sea,
north of the quay, a very important improvement would be effected, and the sanitary
condition of the town, which is now one of the most unhealthy in the I’resid(‘mc):,
would be benefited. The prosperity of the sea-borne trade is not in any way inter-
fered with by the evil condition of the town, and the native merchants, who conduct
by far the largest portion of export and import business, do not desire any chinge. The
difficulties, such as they are, are inseparable from those of all other ports similarly
placed on rivers debouching on a loose sandy shore, and troubled with a bar, which
changes its position and altitude with every variation of the seasons.

I have the honor to report that on the 13th February last, I visited the port of

3

2. From Negapatam we proceeded to P4mban, and in going through, an accident
happened to the steamer Madras, which obliged us to leave her ‘there for repair,
and apply for the Margaret No#theote, which fortunately was idle at Tuticorin.
The aceident was brought about solely by the characteristic obstinacy of the Commander,
Mr. Lloyd. « His attention had been drawn by me to the slack condition of his wheel-
chains, and he had been ardered to take them in. In this climate chains corrode so
rapidly that they require constant attention. He neglected to take this precaution,
and, on entering the pass with steam and current acting upon the vessel, the port pilot
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steering and in charge, a sudden rapid movement of the wheel caused the chain to ride
on the barrel, and effectually stopped all steerage. She took the ground on the left
bank, and though the shock was not great, her plates seem to have suffered from the
coral of which the bottom is composed. A leak developed under the engine, but this

* was stopped by concrete and an iron plate fortunately at hand. I did not, however,
consider it advisable to proceed in her, but directed Mr. Lloyd to remain in Pdmban
for a few days, and, if nothing more occurred, to proceed slowly to Madras. This hé
did, but soon after getting the boat in motion, another leak sprang under the after-
boiler, and necessitated her being placed on the beach in a very secure place, where
she is now waiting a careful examination of the bottom.

3. The lighthouse is in very good condition, but several complaints had reached
me in Madras regarding the quality of the light, which was admitted by the Port
Officer, Mr. James, to be inferior—a defect which he, in the first case, attributed to the
size of the wick, and afterwards to the nature of the oil. The wick was changed and
the oil sent up to Madras, where it was pronounced by the Chemical Examiner to be
very superior. On inspection, we found that ignorance of the right.way of trimming
the wick was the real cause; it had been cut so as to form a point in the centre,
and the volume of the light was diminished more than half. A lesson was administered
to the keepers, and I hope to hear no more complaints. The prism is in perfect order.

4. We inspected the buildings, which had suffered in the last eyclone, and left
instructions as to what portions should be repaired. The Pdmban Pass itself does not
seem to have silted up, but a dredge is wanted on the sand banks between Cooreesuddy
and Pdmban, where the currents take bends and cause obtructions. But the question
of going to the great expense of providing efficient dredgers has become to a great
extent dependent on the realization, or withdrawal, of the Pdmban Canal project.
We from time to time hear this scheme alluded to in newspapers and oceasional letters,
and a confident tone is assumed about it. Hon. Colonel Shaw-Stewart saw some
of the trial pits bored early in 1882 by order of the Madras Government, and was able
to take a very good view of the country and form an opinion on the feasibility of the
canal. I also took occasion to point out to him the difficulties connected with naviga-
tion, which, in my judgment, will prove fatal to any pecuniary return ; the cut itself is
nothing, but the approaches on either side are formidable obstacles, and have not
received the attention they will claim hereafter, if capitglists are committed to the
scheme. In the Madras Mail of 15th March 1886, this passage occurs in a
leading article dealing with Pondicherry and Monsieur Richaud, its Governor :—¢ Some
progress in the shape of international negatiations has been made in respect to the
Pémban Channel project, but neither the English nor French Government has been
able to.allot funds for the work out of the current year’s budget.”

6. So far as my inquiries have proceeded, no circular or invitation of any kind
has been issued to the mercantile communities of Colombo, Madras or Calcutta,
to invest money towards the capital required. The Government of Ceylon, in a letter
to the Government of Madras, dated 22nd April 1885, repudiated all active tnterest in
the concern, and though letters direct to the Government of Madras from the promoters,
Messrs. Grindrod and Jenkins, relating to railroads in the extreme south of the presi-
dency between Tuticorin, Madura and Ramnad promontory, in connection with, the
project, have been received, it seems difficult to believe they were written with any
hope of prictical results. Some opinions of Sir John Coode’s have also been published,
though probably not under his authority,

6. The general effect of all these communications is to throw discouragement
on any effort of ours to improve or maintain the present pass at what will be great
expense to port funds. If the canal is formed, it will certainly be sufficient for small
vessels such as now frequent the P4mban Pass, and it will, by allowing light-draught
steamers of the British India Steam Navigation Cdmpany to go through, soon destroy
entirely the native trade, which now finds employment for a very good style of vessel
and a large class of seafaring natives. Negapatam will be a sufferer by the change,
for a steamer will take as many coolies in one trip as half-a-dozen schooners, and only

" pay one port due. Native merchants exhibit no disposition at present to invest in
steam. They know little or nothing about it, and have a very reasonable dread of
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placing their interests so completely in the hands of European Commanders and
Engineers.

7. On leaving Pdmban in the little. Margaret Northeote, we passed through that
portion of the channel where the proposed Lorne Harbour is situated. It is ten miles
from the promontory, and the canal would be on the mainland of India, thus affording
a harbour, to which railroads and other conveniences might converde ; but there is no
real necessity for any such harbour, and an enormous sum of money would be required
to construct the breakwater to the south-west, which is now completely exposed
to the force of the monsoon, and breakwater protection would also be required to
protect the mouth of the canal in Palk’s Bay, while similar difficulties in navi-
gation would arise to those connected with the Rdmesvaram profect. It should
never be forgotten that, if the latter canal was formed, it would be of no use to
Southern India on .account of the transhipment of cargo that would be compul-
sory. All merchants dread the inconvenience, the expense and the risk of this
interference with their shipments, which necessitates another agency and commis-
sion, which, in these days, cannot be afforded. We discharged our native pilot at
Heelakarai—a port which represents very fairly the uncertainty of trade and the
fluctuations of prosperity. It was once a large and flourishing seaport, but now shows
every symptom of decay. It used to maintain eighteen pilots to conduct the, naviga-
tion between it and Pdmban, but the demand has fallen short, and I am compelled
to instruct the Port Officer at Pdmban not to fill up vacancies among the pilots until
the reduction of numbers to nine.

8. At Tuticorin we inspected the lighthouse on Hare Island, a very handsome
column of stones, with the lamp and prisms in perfect order, as everything under Mr.
Phipps’ charge is found to be. The pier, which has been lengthened recently, might
be well improved by the inner half having the roadway widened ; it pays well enough
to justify this expense, and I have instructed Mr. Phipps to send in an estimate, for
submission and recommendation to Government. >

9. From Tuticorin, Hon. Colonel Shaw-Stewart returned to Madras, but as the
Margaret Northeote was not immediately required, and the coals on board belonged
to the Marine Departhent, T thought it right to continue my inspection as far as
Beypore, from which port the expected visit of His Excellency the Viceroy to Madras
would compel my return.

10. Captain Phipps and I left Tuticorin in the afternoon of the 18th February,
timing ourselves to arrive at night off Manapaud Point, where a small light is very
much required. . : .

11. During the day, the great Trichendore temple is a splendid land mark. Tt is
about six miles north-east of Manapaud Point, but at night the ever-increasin
growth of the dangerous shoal between the two places renders it very desirable that
a light, such as the one at Tellicherry, be exhibited. The ground close to the church :
1s of considerable elevation, probably sixty or seventy feet, so that an inexpensive 3
turret for the light, and a room beneath for the keeper, would suffice.

12. On the morning of the 19th, we inspected the Muttum Lighthouse, and the
new buildings for the establishment. Everything about the licht and houée was in |
perfect order, and would do eredit to any Trinity light in Enngnd. The house and |
offices are advancing rapidly, and will be strong and comfortable when completed.
The lightning conductor is carried down the hill to water. Proceeded at 9 4 .. and
anchored that night at Quilon to give the firemen a rest, the vessel not being manned
for constant work. I have already reported on the capabilities of Quilon for harbour
purposes. But in the absence of trade, or promise of it, nothing can well be done.
Left at 8 aA.m.; 20th, and entered Cochin Harbour next morning. There was a fair
depth of sixteen feet water on the bar. I inspected the lighthouse and light, all in
good order. The Government jetty is in need of repairs, and Mr. Winckler was
ordered to send in an estimate. *I sent for Mr. Pinto, the senior pilot, who has been
so unfavorably reported on by Mr. Logan and Mr. Winckler with recard {o his
conduct on board the Barque Cyrene. 1 informed him that Government had ordered
his early retirement, and adviseéd him to send in any petition he could get supported
by local authorities. This he has failed to do. He has been for several years a
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constant'source of trouble to the Port Officer. The previous Port Officer had been
;1_1rectgd to send in a m(:nthly. report of his conduct and attendance, and only a short
ime before the Cyrene’s accident, Mr. Winckler had applied for permission to fine
him for mspbordmatmn and non-attention to orders and duty. He has a large family,
and on their account I regret that I can urge nothing in his favor. The head clerk
of this Cochin office has Just been convicted of theft and embezzlement of Government
money, and sentenced to 18 months’ rigorous imprisonment, for want of proper super-
vision. He dlscovqred a way of falsifying the pilot’s accounts, and by altering the
]Qounterfoﬂs, after signature of the Port Officer had been given to the bills, secured a
1a;‘g(fj([:srm;n of money. How far back this robbery dates cannot be ascertained, but the
ate Mr. Gahan, Port Officer, and M. Winckler, present Port Officer, evidently allowed
: : themselves to be hoodwinked by this
Vz“(ie G.0., Marine, Mis. No. 170, dated 9th clever rascal. The Cruz Milagre Gap and
pril 1886. the tov(sl'n groynes are fairly well reported
3 01, anc 1 0 ing 1 ort

or harbour on which port funds eould legitimat’ely orIuscgf:xll(}y Sﬁz fﬁ)olflliglib i
accoulngt. (XYZ%;ZD csla;r;le dz}y to Pondni, which place I was desirous of examining on
e éinsf or d]ett)_r 1mproven_wnts sought to be placed on port funds.
gy aIi'e E e 01‘f honies, of Whlch class of vessel there were eight in the
o anae(tahor our-places f(.n' landing and shipping cargo at some distance
) e attempt to unite all trade on one small jetty would seriously

;ﬁ?ﬁg?si ﬁ?ihfarade.t It is at onge evi@ent that revetment of the beach wall and
I most exposed portion of it is the only reason for the attempt on the

ta tveryil small tonnage due, and when I recom-
2 2 this class of vessel, it w: ly that they
might pay a reasonable com i P el o Ny ;
S pensation for the lichtine A their
guidance, and the general protection they en.]'o?ed.nb L

14, : 2 |
woll the eutcs r<ing artived. ab. Beypore; the red light at fhat port did not show
thin, colored chimp ey b emg too opague. I have now had that attended to, and
: ey supplied ipstead of glass sides to the lanthorn. The Calicpt

light gives a good [
good grder. good light, and PortwOﬁicer reports the lighthouse and all appliances 11
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From J. B, PEt}iNNﬁN GTON, Esq., Colle NCLOSURES,
Ve Department, Madras, dated Vallam, 5th March 1886, No. 1433.

With ref
A thz erence to your D.0., dated 97th January 1886

2. The other v 4
Plan alluded to in your demi-official under reference is probably the 029

forwarded by you to the Chairman, MuniciP®
UCouncil, Negapatam. His reply * is enc

* No.4
0- 407, dated 19th February 13gs,

From R. H ings of the councillors.
om k. H, SHIPLEY Eﬂq Chai JUgE "
ant, Administrative Tre. oaT, Munioipal Counei aster Attend-
No.dgr, "% Departmert, Mada, dated Neohornr o (o Prprusy 1880
With reference ¢ ;
:n the posed i:x;rgvg:;:e:tetrﬁ No. 808, dated 2nd February 1886, enclosing rough Pl-atﬁ
n extraot‘ﬁ‘om the Proceedin 0 the port of .Negapatnm, I have the h:)uor to forwnl'd her9886
® Plan s returneg. 88 of the municipal council, No. 32, dated 10th Februaty 185
En“m hOm the = L
Proosed; RS | :
:  Proccedings of the Municipal Council, Negapatam, dated 10th Febroaty 1886-
.
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The plan is so incorrect that t
improvemgnt. The council fullydendo
wasted in abortive plans. They deprec

port, as the port‘dues are largely m'exc

e

:on N ¢ 0. H. WILKS, BEsq., Executive Engineer, Negapatam
Fxegon nvm g InsPeethﬂI?i?Ei?og, for the 1st February 1886.

n Denison having sent a circular with a rough pldn of
d the place. The proposals are chiefly old ones—

Negapatam Harbouwr Works.—Captal
! Pound ; (2) to divert the river so that the deep

certain improvements to the port, Ithtgnf{f,)z&?‘:\?ay b7

(1) To continue the jotty wall up £0 59 "0 Rl onst : :

channel shall be along the new wa % lo matter and can be definitely estimated for, the second

means of groynes. T first 15 5 élidg that the groynes must be of great length tp act with any

is very doubtful The river 18 80 ould be liable to he washed away in any sudden land flood.
y W

useful result, in which Cast(i;eﬂ:gwn cide, because the aurve on the river helps it, and the drainage
The deposit is always ()I){hﬁt side, forming shoals W

from the town is all on . bortant Sug vould hav ‘
romI ls‘im:.)lld have expecteddthx;f S‘ﬁ;}; ;;Iﬂ;gd action of the municipality, it seems best to wait
and aiter

Superintending lngineer Lot ellency the Governor. I can give no useful opinion
tillllpflrltans::rkl: %ave been iilspected by Hlis Fixoe 3 czoss sections would be necessary before any

1 new plan an
in a hurried manner; probably 8 p
scheme could be recommendec.

1886, No. 980, Marine.
Th ndations made in paragraph 1 of the foregoing report in reference
e recomme :

3 ed to the Colléctor of Tanjore for remarks.
to the port of Negapatm;l Wzal;otl)'(t3 z:ff;iefor in G.0., 5th January 1886, Mis. No. 9,
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The Government awal i that the Master Attendant does not advocate
regardingthe dredger- 1t 18 ggglizeihe port for the present. The attention of the
the extension of ActdiII Oft(;l tho Master Attendant’s remarks regarding the defective
ally . . W'n
municipality will be dra
system of drainage- h 2 of his Jetter, the Master Attendant will report
9. With reference to paragrap by Mr. Phipps of the Steam Tug Madras,

. .. n
in due course the result of :iltll? g;:;l}lln?ggﬁ’ Mis. No. 115, and will also expedite the
the

sanctioned in G.O- of planationﬂ om the ommander and Engineer of the Madras,

submission of the €X 11886, Mis. No. 172. ,
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placing their interests so completely in the hands of European Commanders and
Engineers.

7. On leaving P4mban in the little Margaret Northeote, we passed through that
portion of the channel where the proposed Lorne Harbour is Hit’tl;litv'l: It is ten milos
from the promontory; and the canal would be on the mainland of India. thus affording
a harbour, to which railroads and other conveniences might conve ; but there is no
real nec«;-séity for any such harbour, and an enormous sum of money would be required
to construct the breakwater to the south-west, which is pow completely exposed
to the force of the monsoon, and breakwater protection would ul.\'q l‘»e'rc(‘ 1_,111'(11,1 to
protect the mouth of the canal in Palk’s Bay, while similar difficulties in navyi-
gation would arise to those connected with the Rdmesvaram project. It should
never be forgotten that, if the latter canal was formed, it would be of no use to
Southern India on account of the transhipment of cargo that would be compul-
sory. All merchants dread the inconvenience, the expense and the risk of this
interference with their shipments, which necessitates another agency and commis-
sion, \\'hirh-, in these days, cannot be afforded. We discharged our native pilot at
Heelakarai—a port which -r«'[nw,-\wns very fairly the uncertainty of trade and the
fluctuations of prosperity. It was once a large and flourishing seaport, but now shows
- every symptom of decay. It used to maintain eightéen pilots to conduct the navio:
tion between it and Pdmban, but the demand has fallen short, and I am compelled
to instruct the Port Officer at P4mban not to fill up vacancies among the pilots until
the reduction of numbers tg nine.

8. At Tuticorin we inspected the lighthouse on Hare Island, a very handsome
column of stones, with the lamp and prisms in perfect order, as everything under Mr.,
Phipps’ charge is found to be. The pier, which has been lengthened recently, might
be well improved by the inner half having the roadway widened ; it pays well enough
to justify this expense, and I have instructed Mr. Phipps to send in an estimate, for
submission and recommendation to Government.,

9. From Tuticorin, Hon, Colonel Shaw-Stewart returned to Madras, but as the
Margaret Northeote was not immv(liu‘n‘l_\' required, and the coals on board belonged
to the Marine Department, I thought it right to continue my inspection as far as
Beypore, from which port the expected visit of His Excellency the Viceroy to Madras
would compel my return.

10. Captain Phipps and I left Tuticorin in the afternoon of the 18th February,
timing ourselves to arrive at night off Manapaud Point, where a small light is very
much required.

11. During the day, the great Trichendore temple is a splendid land mark. Tt is
about six miles north-east of 1\[:111;’11_):111(1 l’uint’, but at night the vvcr-imreusing
growth of the dangerous shoal between the two places renders it very desirable that
a light, such as the one at Tellicherry, be exhibited. The ground close to the church
1s of considerable cle\':ltiun, I'n-u},)ahly s1 Yy or seventy fﬂvt, so that an incxpensi\'e
turret for the light, and a room beneath for the keeper, would suffice.

12. On the morning of the 19th, we inspected the Muttum Lighthouse, and the
new buildings for the establishment. ‘]verything about the light and house was in
perfect order, and would do credit to any Trinity light in England. The house and
offices are advancing rapidly, and will be strong and comfortable when completed.
The lightning conductor is carried down the hill to water. Proceeded at 9 a.x., and
anchored that night at Quilon to give the firemen a rest, the vessel not being manned
for constant work. I have already reported on the capabilities of Quilon for harbour
purposes. But in the absence of trade, or promise of it, nothing can well be done.
Left at 8 a 20th, and entered Cochin Harbour next morning. There was a fair
depth of sixteen feet water on the bar. T inspected the lighthouse and light, all in
good order. The Government jetty is in need of repairs, and Mr. Winckler was
ordered to send in an estimate. I sont for Mr. Pinto, the ior pilot, who has been
so unfavorably reported on by M. Logan and Mr. Winckler with regard to his
conduct on board the Barque Cyreme. I informed him that Government had-ordered
his early retirement, and advised him to send in any petition he could get supported
by local authorities. This he has failed to do. He has been for several years a
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s s 3¢ ot b foordjlftty Improvements sought to be placed on port funds.
il Mok orrf 0111188, of Whlch class of vessel there were eight in the
e et g tour places fqr landing and shipping cargo at some distance
el tl‘il ((i 5 Ite a t?nlpt to unite all trade on one small jetty would seriously
i ot b (n 1o;t 5 18 é‘t once QV}@eI?t that revetment of the beach wall and
ey ettt i\* atﬁ)osev Portmn of it is the only reason for the attempt on the
sarmlg exte];lQiOll fet }: esIbels pay a very .small tonnage due, and when I recom-
sk okl feaqox;qbl of the Dues Act to this class of vessel, it was only that they
o-uiodanceya : sonable 'compensat_lon for the lighting of the coast, the charts for their
g e, and the general protection they enjoyed. ’ i

s lgiﬁesc%r]r:)isevgriilng altrl'ived. at Beypore; the red light at that port did not show
thin’ i h'o e glass })emg too opaque. I have now had that attended to, and
’ chimney supplied instead of glass sides to the lanthorn. The Cu’licut

light gives a d light : : :
ez i good light, and Port Officer reports the lighthouse and all appliances in

From J. B. PENNINGTON, E el . | 4 .'
- B. PENNIM » Bsq., Collector of Tanjore, to the Mast '
tive Department, Madras, dated Vallam, 5th March ;1;8%, "%;cgenli':gt /

With reference to your D.O., dated 27
M y JL G118 7th January 1886, forwardi g

H](:; r ];,ghl :;]dej propos;etli1 improvements at the port of Negapatam, Ialﬁavzgt}?erg];;l;rptlgniﬁf

e :agdmizc ants and others consulted through Mr. Denison, have given no L‘c_l

Yot {S e; i et gx%)edlelllmy or othfrwise of the improvements proposed, except thate;o

ot i given};Ji - gpililil;n ;]I:lgﬁgv:m;pti ared ulilnecessary. It appears that the Executive
. u ‘ 3 ; :

by Mr. Denison. The sketch referred to isJ ?ere?ithtreitlrggh-lettel i i fO?‘WﬂI‘ded s

2. The other plan alluded to in your demi-official under reference is probably the one
f:)rwar_ded by you to the Chairman, Municipal
(_.gﬁln&l, Nlegapatgm. His reply * is enclosed
wi e plan and extract from th -
ings of the councillors. 4o, T AR

e Ko. 107, dated 19th February 1886,

—

Hrom B B SELELBY, Faq, Chairman, Municipal Couneil, Negapatam, to the Master Attend-

ant, Administrati
No. 407. inistrative Department, Madras, dated Negapatam,, 19th February 1886,

With reference to your letter, No. 808, dated 2nd F
; s ANO, ebruary 1886 i
on the proposed improvement to tho port of Nogupatam, T bt e
. ings o foi ,- o
T placs 18 Fetterhtl g e municipal council, No. 32, dated 10th February 1886,

Exrtracr from the Proceedings of the Municipal Council, Neg
3 p neil, x. egapatam, dated IO.th February 1886.

32. Read letter from the Master Attendant, Administrative D
ing a rough plan of a proposed improvement to the port of N;;gpagx‘:’tment, Madras, forward-

-

" Orprr—dated 3rd

/a light at Manapaud Point.
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is 80 1 ¢ that the council are unable to submit any criticism on the proposed
im TOTV}:IIIE)&L? ls'sﬁel Iég?xl;xrgicl fufly endorse Captain Taylor’s remark that much capital has been
Wals)ted in abortive plans. They deprecate most strongly any further taxation on account of the
port, as the port dues are largely in excess of the legitimate a,nqpal expenditure.
= *

* *

—e

}
H. WILKS, Esq., Executive Engineer, Negapatam
the 1st February 1886.

. - (antain Denison having sent a circular with a rough plan of
Negapatam Har tb 0'2" Zgr;z‘rt %agfg ected the place. The proposals are chiefly old ones—
certain improvemen! Btt 0 i t,o the Railway compound ; (2) to divert the river so that the deep
(1) To continue the je {hwu pra i.e., on the east of the river, and this it is proposed to do by
channel shall be alon grn: is a s{mple matter and can be definitely estimated for, the second
means of groynes. The firs is so wide that the groynes must be of great length to act with any
is very doubtful. 'm;le rlveel“they would be liable to be washed away in any sudden land flood.
}xsefu.l rosult, 11:11 whm cl?st};e town side, because the curve on the river helps it, and the drainage
The deposit is a W‘R’ 4 5 that side, forming shoals which will require constant dredging.
from the town is all on i that such an important suggestion would have come through the
I should h?‘ye gxg)er and after the proposed action of the municipality, it seems best to wait
Supermtendmg ,n%m iils eoted by His Excellency the Governor. 1 can give no useful‘ opinion
{ill the works have been ISP plan and cross sections would be necessary before any

in a hurried manner; probably & new
scheme could be recommended.

June 1886, No. 280, Marine.

i . saragraph 1 of the foregoing report in reference

b reco?nl}e;iat:g:; Tv%?leblg' fefer%edpto the Colleetorgof Tanjore for remarks.

to tho port of Negupsall N ¢ alled for in G:0., 5th Janary 1886, Mis. No. 9,

The G,O vemme(;l deer. 1tis oathered that the Master Attendant does not. advocate

regarding the tf ert T1T of 1885 to the port for the present, The attention of the

the ‘?x.t e;llsi}c(;nwoﬂl b: drawn to the Master Attendant’s remarks regarding the defective
municip ,

system of drainage.

Notes of C.

tion
Exrracr from the Inspects Division, for

o paragraph 9 of his letter, the Master Attendant will report

\}}_w 2. With reference b ination by Mr. Phipps of the Steam Tug Madras,

h mi . :
ult of the exa Mis. No. 115, and will also expedite the

: the res
The depoog i ho 4th March 1886 :
atten;&& quc.}loe. Ziglazations from the Commander and Engineer of the Mudras,

to the entire iwy (). of the 9th April 1886, Mis. No. 172. .
partly to'ﬂ.lfé?éecretary of State for India has recently been addressed in reference
gfgt&r;l}rédger required for the Pé,mbaanass. e . T St

Jready been passed In connexion Wi e estimate
wa?JO’—/i. Separate orders have aoli: they’l‘uticorin B

itted for the im rovement
:Zg' )mgtt(:rh:l].ﬂaster ittendant will take the necessary steps for the exhibition of a

the embezzlement of Government money by the head clerk
er will be required to exercise a closer super-
so as to prevent such embezzlements in future.
in the case should be submitted for the inform-
full report as to the nature and amount of the

6. With reference to

in the Cochin port office, the port offic

vision of the work of his subordinates,

ister dings
A copy of the magisterial proceed
ationPZf Government, together with a |

defalCationS. (Tme Ext ra Gt. )

E. F. WEBSTER,
Claef Secretary.

To the Master Attendant, Madras.
Collector of Tanjore.
Revenue Department.
Public Works Department.
Financial (M.) Department.
Accountant-General.

Exd. A. Raitt.
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steering and in charge, a sudden rapid movement of the wheel caused the chain to ride placing their interests so completely in the hands of European Commanders and
on the barrel, and effectually stopped all steerage. She took the ground on the left Engineers. A ,
bank, and though the shock was not great, her plates seem to have suffered from the 7. On leaving Pdmban in the little Margaret A’orthcyte, we passed throngh that
coral of which the bottom is composed. A leak developed under the engine, but this portion of the channel where the proposed Lorne Harbopr is sitnated. It is ten miles
was stopped by concrete and an iron plate fortunately at hand. I did not, however, from the promontory, and the canal would be on the mainland of India, thus affording
consider it advisable to proceed in her, but directed Mr. Lloyd to réemain in Pdmban a harbour, to which.railroads and other conveniences might converge ; but there is no
for a few days, and, if nothing more oceurred, to proceed slowly to Madras. This he real necessity for any such harbour, and an enormous sum of money would be required
did, but soon after getting the boat in motion, another leak sprang under the after- : to construct the breakwater to the south-west, which is now completely exposed
boiler, and necessitated her being placed on the beach in a very secure place, where ' to the force of the monsoon, and _breakwater PFOt@Ct}On \.Vm.ll(l also be required to
she is now waiting a careful examination of the bottgm. . protect the mouth of the canal in Palk’s Bay, while similar difficulties in navi-
3. The lighthouse is in very good condition, but several complaints had reached : gation would arise to thqse corin;ciﬁed W.lfh“:(;;e fR&nltalS\{aram {)}'OJect. Tt should
me in Madras regarding the quality of the light, which was admitted by the Port never be forgotten that, if the ha; (—’,(r‘ fli:ﬁ: ke o(;frmfa( > 1t tgotu d b? of no useﬁto
Officer, Mr. James, to be inferior—a defect which he, in the first case, attributed to the Southern India on account of the tra . igncé i cargo that w 0;1 d be compul-
size of the wick, and afterwards to the nature of the oil. The wick was ehanged and : sory. All me}'ChamS. ~dre‘i.‘d ot mcoln_v},ln ﬁooeésifl:a ex‘p ent?e i t',l % mk s
the oil sent up to Madras, where it was pronounced by the Chemical Examiner to be int‘*rfe"e‘}ce.‘f’lth their Shlpm(,mts’t‘{)r(: liﬁor(i(;d %VL: é?igh.ler ?igenq “t‘?‘} _CO!TI?S-
very superior. On inspection, we found that ignorance of the right way of trimming ) slon, wluqh, in these 4&?5’. m.im‘o vts‘ 5 f'mirl. the unl}:er‘:r;i;et( 01%r ’?a (iw’ pldO ‘}‘?t
the wick was the real cause; it had been cut so as to form a point'iu the centre, Heelakarai—a port W.hwh 1e1)1(:sen 15;1.(:6 ’lZd fourishi ,,a nhy ?t bxa el o
and the volume of the light was diminished more than half. A lesson was administered fluctuations of prgsger'ltvy » Iitl:zgs (t):(ii;m,; .1;1 ;ighteen I;l{:{; i%‘lggil(iu;;ttﬁgz:&o‘:‘:
to the keepers, and I hope to hear no more complaints. The prism is in perfect order. Z‘O‘i‘% :&?(‘agflo?; gn de%:i}n'lban, but the demand has fallen short, and I am comp‘eﬁe d

4. We inspec’ge}zld the buildings, which had suffered in the last cyclone, and left
instructions as to what portions should be repaired. The Pdmban Pass itself does not : i .
. - . ¢ g < e’y mbers to nine.
seem to have silted up, but a dredge is wanted on the sand banks between Cooreesuddy the r(;du(‘;t} Or; (:i];;lin we inspeeted the lighthouse on Hare Island, a very handsome
9 o . . . ) 1¢ \oLe } - ; . e a
and P4mban, where the currents take bends and cause obtructions. But the question = . C()hlml.l t ftstolxlms, with the lamp and prisms in perfect order, as everything under Mr.

to instruct the Port Officer at Pdmban not to fill up vacancies among the pilots'until

of going to the great expense of providing efficient dredgers has become to a great } t . .. which has been lengthened recently, mi
extent gependent on the realization, or withdrawal, of the Pémban Canal pr(?ject. ~ Phipps’ charge 13 f)omtl}(llet?ngg-r hfllflehgtif;g thl(; Soid iy 3 dengd;bi tepa;zcilvlelly 3 rllxélngctllt;
~ We from time to time hear this scheme*alluded to in newspapers and oceasional letters, be well improved by 20T have instructed Mr. Phipps to send in an estimate, 48

and a confident tone is assumed about it. Hon. Colonel Shaw-Stewart saw some to justify this expense, ion to Government
submission and recommendation to :

c Tuticorin, Hon. Colo_mjl Shaw-Ste.wart returned to Madras, but as the
e /zlzotc Was: not immediately required, and the coals on board belonged

of the trial pits bored early in 1882 by order of the Madras Government, and was able
to take a very good view of the country and form an opinion on the feasibility of the

canal. I also took occasion tQ point out to him the difficulties connected with naviga- , Margaret Nort b bt > : :

tion, which, in my judgment, will prove fatal to any pecuniary return ; the cut itself is ' o to the Marine Department, I }thOllgz}(llt vlit;itnogfhﬁigo E;%?eﬁlelrlxlce “;iel%sigzghmt a;le(ll‘ as

nothing, but the approaches on either side are formidable obstacles, and have not Beypore, from which port the expec . s S5 S

received the attention they will claim hereafter, if capitalists ave commigted to the , would compgl my return. AL

scheme. In the Madras Mail of 15th March 1886, this passage occurs in a 10. Captain Phipps and I left Tuticorin n the fi_ftemoon of the 18th February,

leading article dealing with Pondicherry and Monsieur Richaud, its Governor :—* Some ' timine ourselves to arrive ab night off Manapaud Point, where a small light is very

progress in the shape of international negotiations has been made in respect to the 1 muchorequil‘ed- : , '

Pamban Channel project, but neither the English nor French Government has been _ . . . -

able to allot funds If)oi']the, work out o; the cm};%nt year’s budget.” ‘ 11. During the ?s y’alsd; eo%ri\}gzrf:}l:}lll?lndf’ﬁrf;mgﬁ lit? flli)}v%r;;dI&Iiai%r;:iﬁireagnm
b. So far as my inquiries have proceeded, no circular or invitation of any kind abOuthsmE tl}llmflinng'od: <hoal between the two places renders it very desirable Lha% )

has been issued to the mercantile communities of Colombo, Madras cr Calcutta, gr{’.W,;t v cheas th% ono at Tellicherry, be exhibited. The ground close to the church

to invest money towards the capital required. The Government of Ceylon, in a letter & ?s ;fg pod If:l derable elevation, probably gixty or seventy feet, so that-an inexpensive

to the Government of Madras, dated 22nd April 1885, repudiated all active interesf in , } Teneath for the keeper, would suffice.
the concern, and though letters direct to the G?overnme’nt of Madras from the promoters, , 1 turret for the light, and a room bl :

Messrs. Grindrod and Jenkins, relating to railroads in the extreme south of the presi- ; ‘ ’ 12. On the morning of the 19th, we inspected the Muttum Lighthovse, and the

icori i i i | 1 ; : hing about the light and honse was I
dency between Tuticorin, Madura and Ramnad romontory, in connection with the new buildings for the establishment Everything about ght and hotise was in
projey;:t, have been received, it seems difficult topbelieve they were written with any } perfect ordelg, and would do credit to'lla[;)}; '1;21;1!13)’ léggl(;t in Ef:ngla;,ld' The house and
hope of practical results. Some opinions of Sir John Coode’s have also been published, , " offices are advancing rapidly, and ;Vl s hi‘l%o Wate(i'qm f)rta ledwhen completed.
though probably not under His authority. ; The lightning cgnductor is carried o‘zﬁle ﬁ.remeAn‘ s ‘t'h o :ocele ed ;l)t .9 A, and
6. The general effect of all these communications is to throw discouragement : . anchored that night at Quilon to %Wee e capa’tbilitiessz? dlqii elfng gla%ned
on any effort of ours to improve or maintain the present pass at what. will be great j for constant Worlg. iy h:g:e zgaeifytlx"a%e, oo qitarlie of i ilothing :;nogv eflrbeafi o(;ll;r
expense to port funds. If the canal is formed, it will certainly be sufficient for small ‘ %;g(;ie%. A.E.l:t 21(§lth, Z 2 .’entered e sty Sk vitmains” "Thope wie s i

vessels such as now frequent the Pdmban Pass, and it will, by allowing light-draught
steamers of the British India Steam Navigation Company fo go through, soon destroy
entirely the native trade, which now finds employment for a’very good style of vessel
and a large class of seafaring natives. Negapatam wﬂlllf)e aan(.1 suffere}:l' by the cl(1langlc,
e man ies 1 tri alf-a-dozen schooners, and on g .
rp steame: (;311;] tal]éit?:e meicm:sgh(i)’g& nl(? ggspgsition Oat present 4o, bnvost i;:vx conduct on board the B‘:il'qge, gg"ﬁ”ﬂ; tol ;ﬁar?;einl;ngez?gzng(}’lveezz:lnlg“{:e}:agu;g})eu":g
one por . ¢ £5 . i . , ; i retirement, and advis ; : 3
Etacam. They know little or nothing about it, and have a very reasonable dl"ead of } ]ﬁ? ?;E?i ;?xthi?itie;. This he has failed to do. He has been for several years a

; v I i ted the lighth d light, all i

depth of sixteen feet water on the bar. I inspee lighthouse and light, all in
gogd order. The Government jetty 15 111 need of repairs, and Mr. Winckler was
ordered to send in an estimate. I gent for Mr. Pinto, the senior pilot, who has been
so unfavorably reported on by Mr. Logan and Mr. Winckler with regard to his

L 4
.

'
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placing their interests so completely in the hands of European Commanders and
Engineers.

s 7. On leaving Pdmban in the little Margaret Northeote, we passed through that
portion of the channel where the proposed Lorne Harbour is situated. It is ten miles
from the promontory, and the canal would be on the mainland of India, thus affording
a harbour, to which railroads and other conveniences might converge ; but there is no
real necessity for any such harbour, and an enormous sum of money would be required
to construct the breakwater to the south-west, which is now completely exposed
to the force of the monsoon, and breakwater protection would also be required to
protect the mouth of the canal in Palk’s Bay, while similar difficulties in navi-
gation would arise to those connected with the Rdmesvaram project. It should
never be forgotten that, if the latter canal was formed, it would be of no use to
Southern India on account of the transhipment of cargo that would be compul-
sory. All merchants dread the inconvenience, the expense and the risk of this
interference with their shipments, which necessitates another agency and commis-

sion, which, in these days, cannot be afforded. We discharged our native pilot at

Heelakarai—a port which represents very fairly the uncertainty of trade and the
fluctuations of prosperity. It was once a large and flourishing seaport, but now shows

. every symptom of decay. It used to maintain eightéen pilots to conduct the naviga-

tion between it and Pdmban, but the demand has fallen short, and I am compelled
to instruet the Port Officer at Pdmban not to fill up vacancies among the pilots until
the reduction of numbers to nine,

8. At Tuticorin we inspected the lighthouse on Hare Island, a very handsome
column of stones, with the lamp and prisms in perfect order, as everything under Mr.
Phipps’ charge is found to be. The pier, which has been lengthened recentl y, might
be well improved by the inner half having the roadway widened ; it pays well enough
to justify this expense, and I have instructed Mr. Phipps to send in an estimate, for
submission and recommendation to Government.

9. From Tuticorin, Hon, Colonel Shaw-Stewart returned to Madras, but as the
Margaret Northeote was not immediately required, and the coals on board belonged
to the Marine Department, I thought it right to continue my inspection as far as
Beypore, from which port the expected visit of His Excellency the Viceroy to Madras
would compel my return.

10. Captain Phipps and I left Tuticorin in the afternoon of the 18th February,
timing ourselves to arrive at night off Manapaud Point, where a small light is very
much required.

11. During the day, the great Trichendore temple is a splendid land mark. Tt is
about six miles north-east of Manapaud Point, but at night the ever-increasing
growth of the dangerous shoal between the two places renders it very desirable that
a light, such as the one at Tellicherry, be exhibited. The ground close to the church
is of considerable elevation, probably sixty or seventy feet, so that an inexpensive
turret for the light, and a room beneath for the keeper, would suffice.

12. On the morning of the 19th, we inspected the Muttum Lighthouse, and the
new buildings for the establishment. Everything about the light and house was in

_ perfect order, and would do credit to any Trinity light in England. The house and

offices are advancing rapidly, and will be strong and comfortable when completed.
The lightning conductor is carried down the hill to water. Proceeded at 9 a.x., and
anchored that night at Quilon to give the firemen a rest, the vessel not being manned
for constant work. I have already reported on the capabilities of Quilon for harbour

urposes. But in the absence of trade, or promise of it, nothing can well be done.
Left at 8 a.v., 20th, and entered Cochin Harbour next morning. There was a fair
depth of sixteen feet water on the bar. T inspected the lighthouse and light, all in

ood order. The Government jetty is in need of repairs, and Mr. Winckler was
ordered to send in an estimate. I sent for Mr. Pinto, the senior pilot, who has been
so unfavorably reported on by Mr. Logan and Mr. Winckler with regard to his
conduct ug ward the Barque Cyreme. 1 informed him that Government had-ordered
his early reurement, and advised him to send in any petition he could get supported
by local authorities. This he has failed to do. He has been for several years a

=
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GOVERNMENT OF MADRAS.

MARINE DEPARTMENT.

Reap—the following paper :—

From J. H. TAYLOR, Esq., Lieut.,, R.N.R., Master Attendant, Madras, to the
Chief Secretary to Government, dated Madras, 15th April 1 886, No. 3476.

Administrative Department.

I have the honor to report that on the 13th February last, I visited the port of
Negapatam, found the light and house m good ortf{er, Hon. Colonel Shaw-Stewart
accompanying me. No changes of any sort in the river have oceurred since my last
visit, and I endeavoured to elicit some expression of opinion as to the best method of
improving the port, having previously circulated a plan of my own proposal as being
in my opinion likely to do good, but mot by flny means 1nsisting upon it. I noficed
that, on the occasion of His Excellency the Governor’s recent visit, great stress was
laid by the local European authorities as to the good that would result if they had
control of the port funds. Under present legislation, that could not be listened to,
nor does the Port Dues Act sanction the funds being diverted to river improvements
unconnected with shipping; but from what they aglvanced, I entertained a hopeful
conviction that they were ready to come forward with some feasible plan, which, if
approved by the Chief Engineer, might receive assistance in the same way that help
is being given to Gopilpur, Tuticorin, Cocangda, &e. I have since received letters,
through the Collector, copies of which are sent herewith, from which it appears that
the Natives wish nothing done, and the European members of the community seem
only to desire the money, which they have been assured cannot be granted them, T
beg respectfully to recommend therefore that, when the dredge is in good working
order, the boat basin be filled up, and its outer Walll strengthened, and the low ground
at the back of the quay filled up to the quay level, and revetted on the north side, so
as to divert the town sewer and storm water clear of the quay, which now suffers
damage from town floods. The ground recovered in bn‘th cases will become valuable,
The deputations that addressed His Excellency the Governor omitted to draw his
attention to the fact that the failure of the works hitherto attempted was due partly
to the entire absence of any intelligent method of drainage by the Municipality, and
partly to the action of the Railway Company, who have for years encouraged the large
lighters bringing railway material to lie at the jetty, where their crane is constructed,
and thus accumulated silt and caused shallows on the town side. To such an extent
was the evil permitted that a large bank was formed into the river, upon which coal -
was stored. This was interdicted in 1883, and if a moderately deep current could be
maintained along the town side, and the sewage and storm water diverted to the sea,

_north of the quay, a very important improvement would be effected, and the sahitary

condition of the town, which.is now one of the most unhealthy in the Presidenc
would be benefited. ’The prosperity of the sea-borne trade is not in any way inte{:
fered with by the evil condition of the town, ;m@ the native merchants, who conduct
by far the largest portion of export and lmpgl‘t f;lsmess, do not desire any change. The
difficulties, such as they are, are inseparable 011111 those of all other ports similarly
placed on rivers debouching on a loose sandy shore, and troubled with a bar, which
changes its position and altitude with every variation of the seasons,

. From Negapatam we proceeded to Pdmban, and in going through, an accident
happznegrt;n thebstpeamer Madras, which O?I%Gd us fo leave her there for repair,
and apply for the Margaret Northeote, W ];ci for_tul}ately_was idle at Tuticorin.
The accident was brought about solely by the eharacteristic obstinacy of the Commander,
Mr. Lloyd. His attention had been drawn by b e the slack condition of his wheel-
chains. and he had been ordered to take them*in. Tn this climate chains corrode so
mPidl} that they require constant attention. He neglected to take this precaution,
and, on entering the pass with steam and current acting upon the vessel, the port pilot
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: : Administrative Department.
/: T %xlt L et O ﬁz Y "_ * C_ﬁ,/"z“ z.—, 'Zf:; K I hilVC the h()nOl’ tO 1,01-)01.10 thﬂt on the 13th February 1a<t’ I 'Visited ﬂ“ J[.

‘ Negapatam, found the light and house in good order, Hon. (Colonel €Law-Stewart
L7 ‘ ) 3 ! 2
iy O 4g /X/F /ﬁ//// 7 L

Reap—the following paper :—

AP TS )’/\” ¥ 7’/7 Z A 1Y From J. H. TAYLOR, Esq., Lieut., R.N.R., Master Attendant, Madras, to the
; ;“ i ‘ Chief Secretary to Government, dated Madras, 15th April 1886, No. 3476.

acm‘»mpunying me. No changes of any sort in the river have occurred since my last
visit, and I endeavoured to elicit some expression of opinion as to the best method of
improving the pori, having previously circulated a plan of my own proposal as being
f in my opinion likely to do good, but not by any means insisting upon it. I noticed
7 7 Issued that, on the occasiontof His Excel!uncy the Governor’s recent visit, great stress was
/(’/o{ i /é / Py ooy laid by the local European authorities as to the good that would result if they had
Loy s control of the port funds. Under present legislation, that could not be listened to,

Recd. Enel. nor does the Port Dues Act sanction the funds being diverted to river improvements

: unconnected with shipping; but from what they advanced, I entertained a hopeful

conviction that they were ready to come forward with some feasible plan, which, if
approved by the Chief Engineer, might receive assistance in the same way that help
e is being given to Gopdlpur, Tuticorin, Cocanada, &e. I have since received letters,
’ through the Collector, copies of which are cent herewith, from which it appears that

G.0., 3rd June 1886, No. 280. . the Natives wish nothing done, and the Euaropean members of the community seem
S TSR SR - only to desire the money, which they have been assured cannot be granted them. I
' T = beg respectfully to recommend therefore that, when the dredge is in good working

order, the boat basin be filled up, and its outer wall strengthened, and the low ground

at the back of the quay filled up to the quay level, and revetted on the north side, so

y as to divert the town sewer and storm water “lear of the quay, which now suffers
Lk 4 f damage from town floods. The ground recovered in both cases will become valuable.
' 3 The deputations that addressed His Excellency the Governor omitted to draw his
attention to the fact that the failure of the works hitherto attempted was due partly

; to the entire absence of any intelligent method of drainage by the Municipality, and

JUNE. * partly tosthe action of the Railway Company, who have for years encouraged the large

lighters bringing railway material to lie at the jetty, where their crane is constructed,
and thus accumulated silt and caused shallows. on the town side. To such an extent
was the evil permitted that a large bank was formed into the river, upon which coal
was stored. This was interdicted in 1883, and if a moderately deep current could be
maintained along the town side, and the sewage and storm water diverted to the sea,
north of the quay, a very important improvement would be effected, and the sanitary
condition of the town, which is now one of the most unhealthy in the Presidency,
would be benefited. The prosperity of the sea-borne trade is not in any way inter-
AT T . fered with by the evil condition of the town, and the native merchants, who conduct
by far the Jargest portion of export and import business, do not desire any change. The
difficulties, such as they are, are inseparable from those of all other ports similarly
placed on sivers debouching on a loose sandy shore, and troubled with a bar, which

changes its position and altitude with every variation of the seasons.

9. From Negapatam we proceeded to Pdmban, and in going through, an accident
happened to the steamer Madras, which obliged ns to leave her there for repair,

Ports and apply for the Margaret Northeote, which fortunately was idle at Tuticorin.
§ i The accident was brought about solely by the characteristic obstinacy Qf. the Commander,
Passing orders on a report submitted by th ~ Mr. Lloyd. is aftention had been drawn by me to the sl?,ck _condltlon of his wheel-
Master Attendant of his inspection of the sou)tvherg chains, and he had been ordered to take them in. In this climate chains corrode so
and some of the western ports of this presidencf.n : o rapidly that they require constant attention. He neglected to take this precaution,
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and, on entering the pass with steam and current acting upon the vessel, the port pilot

P Ay,
p s " oL {(_(;7[




June 1886, No. 280, MARINE.

steering and in charge, a sudden rapid movement of the wheel caused the chain té ride
on the barrel, and effectually stopped all steerage. She took the ground on the left
bank.and though the shock was not great, her plates seem to have suffered from the
coral of which the bottom is composed. A leak developed under the engine, but this
was stopped by concrete and an iron plate fortunately at hand. I did not, however,
consider it advisable to proceed in her, but directed Mr. Lloyd to remain in Pdmban
for a few days, and, if nothing more oceurred, to proceed slowly to Madras. This he
did, but soon after getting the boat in motion, another leak' sprang under the after-
boiler. and necessitated her being placed on the beach in a very secure place, where
she is now waiting ireful examination of the bottom.
.

me in Madras regarding the quality of the light, which was admitted by the Port
Officer, Mr. James, to shferior—a defect which he, in the first case, attributed to the
size of the wick, and afterwards to the nature of the oil. The wick was changed and
the oil sent up to Madras, where it was pronounced by the Chemical Examiner to be
very superior. On inspection, we found that ignorance of the right way of trimming

3. The lighthouse is in very zood condition, but several complaints had reached
1
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the wick was the real cause; it had been cut so as to form a I,,,im in the cer ;
and the volume of the light was diminished more than half. A lesson was administered
to the keepers, and I hope to hear no more complaints. The prism is in periect order.

4, We insp::("(«*(l the buildings, which had suffered in the last eyclone, and left
instructions as to what portions should be repaired. The Pdmban Pass itself does not
seem to have silted up, but a dredge is wanted on the sand banks between Cooreesuddy

d P4mban, where the currents tak nds and cause obtructions. But the Ulauwtiu;l
of going to the great expense of providing efficient dredgers has become to a great
extent dependent on the realization, or withdrawal, of the Pdmban Canal project.
We from time to time hear this scheme alluded to in newspapers and oceasional letters,
and a confident tone 1is assumed about it. Hon. (‘u];mpl- Shaw-Stewart saw some
of the trial pits bored early in 1882 by order of the Madras Government, and was able
to take a very good view of the country and form an opinion on the fi ity of t
canal. T also took occasion to point out to him the difficulties connected with naviga-
tion, which, in my judgment, will prove fatal to any pecuniary return ; the cut itsell '
nothing, but the approaches on either side are formidable obstacles, and have not
received the attention ﬂh'_" will elaim ]1(‘1“.‘:|ftt‘l‘, if (':_zpit:l,li.\[s are committed to the
scheme. In the Madras Mail of 15th March 1886, this passage occurs in a
leading article dealing with Pondicherry anc Monsieur Richaud, its Governor :—* Some
progress in the shape of international negotiations has been made in respect to the
Pamban Channel project, but neither the English nor French Government has been
able to allot funds for the work out of the current year’s budget.”

5. So far as my inquiries have proceeded, no circular or invitation of any kind
has been issued to the mercantile communities of Colombo, Madras or Calcutta,
to invest money towards the capital required. The Government of Ceylon, in a letter
to the Government of Madras, dated 22nd April 1889, repudiated all active interest in
the concern, and though letters direct to the Government of Madras from the promoters,
Messrs. Grindrod and Jenkins, relating to railroads in the extreme south of the presi-
dency between Tuticorin, Madura and Ramnad promontory, in connection with the
project, have been r ived, it seems difficult to believe they were written with any
hope of practical results. Some opinions of Sir John Coode’s have also been published,
though probably not under his authority.

6. The general effect of all these communications is to throw discouragement
on any effort of ours to improve or maintain the present pass at what will be great
e 'pcdse to port funds. If the canal is formed, it will certainly be sufficient for small
vessels such as now frequent the P4mban Pass, and it will, by allowing light-draught
steamers of the British India Steam Navigation Company to go through, soon destroy
entirely the native trade, which now finds employment for a very good style of vessel
and a large class of seafaring natives. Negapatam will be a sufférer by ‘the change,
for a steamer will take as many coolies in one trip as half-a- dozen schooners, and only
pay one port due. Nz}tive 1'11('*1'(:11:11}’(5 exhibit no disposition at present to invest in

.. They know little or nothing about it, and have a very reasonable dread of
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