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GOVERNMENT OF MADRAS.

PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT.
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Irrigation.
g Account.
Reap—the following papers :—
' Proceedings of the Madras Government, in the Revenue Department, dated 6th
October 1885, No. 1135.

- Amstracr.—Directing the Commissioner to provide for payment of the contribution due by
the Salt Department towards the expenditure on the Kovur-Manjair canal and to relieve the
licensees from payment of interest on the cost.

G.0., dated 14th November 1885, Mis. No. 1033, L.F., Financial.

Read—the following letter from the President; District Board, Goddvari, dated 1st
October 1885, No. 70. ‘

_ In reference to G.0O., dated the 6th March 1885, No. 473, communicated to me
by the Board of Revenue in their proceedings of the 31st idem, No. 3084 (Mis.), L
have the honor to submit, herewith, a copy of the resolution passed by the District
Board on the subject of the Local Fund contribution towards the cost of the Kovur-
Manjair canal. I regret to say they are not willing to pay anything on this account.
2. They consider that the advantages anticipated by the then Local Fund Board -
from the execavation of the canal are not now derived, as the portion of the distriet
where the canal runs has been provided with roads made by the District Board during
the period of 12 years the excavation of the work was delayed.
3. They agree with the views of Mr. Bliss in the last part of his letter, No. 2019, f
of the 21st February last, printed in the Revenue Board’s Proceedings, No. 1039, A -
dated the 30th March 1885.
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1

4. T am sorry that the District Board should have refused to pay this. They |
had promised to do so and, I think, they ought to fulfil the promise. But if it could ‘
be right to break a promise, I think the District Board have some grounds to go on. *
When they made the promise the canal would have proved much more useful to them

than now. Circumstances have considerably altered since the promise was made, and i
B o the District Board were not in any way responsible for the delay that has occurred. ,
Order—dated 14th November 1885, Mis. No. 1033 L.F., Financial.

The Government see no reason to reconsider their order, dated 6th March 1885,
No. 413 F.D., and arrangements should be made for payment of the contribution by
the District Board without further delay.

(True Extraet.)

(Signed) J. D. REES,
Under Secretary.

To the President, District Board, Godévari.
»  Public Works Department. :
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th Dec. 1885, No. 10851,

. T am directed to request that, in accordance with the resolution in the Depart-
ment of Finance and Commerce, No. 1274, dated Gov.
00.of the total estimat Rs.

L ! 2% of India will sanctio

gvari district g eharged to Salt Funds, and Rs.
ds under the dollowing circumstances.

2. The canal was undertaken to establish water communication between the
Penuguduru salt pans and the Cocanada canal, and te unite the Cocanada and Coringa
canals. Estimates were sanctioned in October 1876 for works amounting to £
Rs. 1,89,450 and providing for aqueducts over the Bhavaram drain, Cholangi river,
Tooliabaga and Coorada drains, and also for a lock into the Cholangi river, in order
that boats might convey salt from the platforms directly into the interior. As the
canal would obviate the difficulty previously experienced in navigating the Cholangi
river, it was considered necessary in the interests of salt manufacture. The proposal
to charge a portion of the cost to Local Funds is due to the offer of Rs. 39,900 as a
contribution by the Local Fund Board of the Cocanada circle, who recognised the - '
usefulness of the canal as a means of communication. As a large surplus was avail- 4
able under Canal and Ferry Funds, expenditure in starting work on this canal was

incurred from those funds, the cost of distributaries of the canal being contributed "
from Irrigation Funds. The total cost of the camal including establishment and tools :
and plant charges, as originally estimated, amounted to Rs. 2,51,970 and was appor-

tioned to the several funds as shown below :—

)

RS.
Salt Department T o AT 5 v48 N8 L 45 e 1,04,090
Local Funds ... A ome we 89,900
Canal and Ferry Fund e 89,550
Irrigation Fund <. 18,430

Total ... 2,51,970

3. On this sanction the canal was excavated as far as the Cholangi river and
opened to traffic; but when, in 1883, preparations were being made for constructing
the lock into the river and the aqueduct over it, it was found that the fresh water
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