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GOVERNMENT OF -QFLADRAS.

MILITARY DEP;RTMENT.

t

B 6th November 1885, 1No. 6225.

Organization—Bri Army.

w
Read the following paper :—

No. 78. From Colonel 0. R. NEWMARCE ] Officiating Secretary to the Govern«
ment of India, Mililary Departmenty to the Quarter Master General in
India ; dated Simla, 28th October 18%, No. 1040-B.

Organization—British Army.

I am directed to acknowledge the receipt of your letter No. 4555-B., dated the
20th October 1885, submitting the proposals of His Excellency the Commander-in-
Chief for the location of the increased British force in India, which, it is understood,
embody the views of His Excellency for the permanent distribution of the garrison

of India after the augmentation has been fully carried out.

2. The question of the permanent distribution of the garrison of India is one
of very great importance, requiring more careful consideration than it has been
possible to give to it during the limited time at present available.

3. The Government of India, therefore, propose to restrict the consideration
of this question to the present urgent necessity for providing accommodation for
the troops about to arrive in India during this trooping season, avoiding, as far as

- possible, consistent with the health and comfort of the men, any arrangements
which may lead to heavy expenditure, which might prove to be unnecessary when
the re-distribution of the army had been more fully considered.

4. In accordance with this principle, the Government of India approve of the
following distribution of the troops about to arrive : —

Battery, Royal Horse Artillery, to Mhow.
1 Battery, Field Artillery, to Kirkee.
1

o 4 ,; Bellary.

1 s Mountain Artillery, to Darjeeling.

1 » 35 » 3 Murree.

1 Battalion, British Infantry, to Bangalore.

1 2 a%7 » » Poona.

1 Battalion, British Infantry at some station in Madras or Bombay, to be fixed
hereafter. :

The Infantry drafts will be distributed to the various Regiments to which they
belong. .

5. These arrangements will necessitate the transfer of the Field Battery from
Mhow to Neemuch, and the abolition of the Convalescent Depdt at Murree as
proposed by Sir Donald Stewart. '

6. With regard to the disposal of the six Batteries of Garrison Artillery, the
Cavalry drafts, and the remainder of the Infantry drafts, which are to come out in
the trooping season 1886-87, I am to state that the six Batteries of Garrison
Artillery are intended—

1 for the new position at Quetta.

1 3 3 » 2 » Peshawar'

1 for Karachi.

1 ,, Bombay.

1 ,, Calcutta. V4

1 in reserve at some convenient station, to be fixed hereafter,
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Iready located, and the sixth might perhaps
dgarh. The three additional Battalions of
new position at Pishin, and one for the new

fts will join their respective Regiments. It
8d in accommodating the increased strength
halkot ; and at these places the difficulty can
|detachments from the Infantry Regiments at
ndgarh and Amritsar, where there is available

ald be glad to receive, not later than the 20th
His Excellency the Commander-in-Chief as

o. 1040-B.

ry to the Government of Madras, Military
r the orders of His Excellency the Governor
ts may be made for the reception of the troops,
sible as to what extra accommodation will be
pe involved.
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By Order.)
(Signed)

A. CROOKSHANK, Col.,
Dy. Secy. to the Govt. df India.

J
§

ser 1885, No. 6225.

Provincial Commander-in-Chief and
sceedings of Government, No. 6195,
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HERBERT, Lt.-Col., 4, g . | |
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Dated November, 6th.

. , !
Issued - 8th January 1886, No. 183.

: 3 NG Military Buildings.
ek Enel. ¥  Read the following paper :—
‘ . No. 116. From Major D. J. 8. M:LEOD, Deputy Quarter Master General,

to Lieutenant-Colonel A. KENNEY-HERBERT, Secretary to Government,
3 Military Department ; dated Ootacamund, 5th January 1886, No. 23-A.

- Referring to 0.G., No. 6225, dated 6th November 1885, intimating the stations
at which the extra battalion British Infantry and Battery of Field Artillery
allotted to this Presidency are to be located, and ealling for a report relative to the
extra accommodation that will be required for these corps and for the augmented
» : %  strength of British Regiments, Cavalry and Infantry, I bave the honor, by order, to
= i ' - report.as follows, the requirements at each station being detailed in succession :—

: BaNGALORE— British Cavalry.—Accommodation will bé required for sixty-six
NOVEMBER P o gingle men and sixty-six horses. In the current year no expenditure at all will be

‘ . s requisite on either head, and next year, making allowance for absentees -at
« Nos. '78-79, ) b ~ Wellington, &c., the few extra men to be provided for could, without unduly
o ’ ~ interfering with either health or comfort, be easily accommodated in the verandahs
of existing barracks at an outlay of Rs. 1,000. It would be desirable, however,
ultimately to provide another block of barracks for single men, and the Provincial
Commander-in-Chief would p o to include this building in the schedule of
‘works required, which is annually submitted to Government, leaving its execution
to be delayed until convenient with reference to other wants. For the stabling of
sixty-six horses an expenditure of Rs. 11,880 will have to be incurred next year.
G0t British Infantry.—The existing barracks contain ample accommodation for a
~ battalion of augmented strength, and no expenditure will, therefore, be requisite
~ on them. il o0 f ) ,

© BuniArY—British Infantry.—No expenditure need be incurred on the present
- ‘'barracks in which the extra strength can be properly accommodated without
~ overcrowding. B4

: i v

~ Caxvavore.—The augmented strength of Br
 accommodated in existing barracks without extra
b Forr Br, Groree,—As Government is aware nothing can be- done towards
- providing additional accommodation for troops in Fort St. George until the
b mngs now occupied by the Aeccountant-General’s and Military Accounts
~ Department Offices are made available; the manner in which it is proposed
 to utilize these will be mentioned in the report which is under preparation in reply'
~ to.the Reference Order of Government, No. 5126, dated 16th September 1885 ; but
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Tt has been assumed above that three batﬁiliébs, British Infantry, will shortly

‘be present together at Secunderabad ; but under existing conditions a battalion of a

' regiment from this Presidency being assigneq to Upper Burma, the Provineial
. Commander-in-Chief believes it will be unnec séy, at all events for an indefinite
. period, fo provide for the location of a third bagtalion at Secunderabad, and, under
.~ these circumstances, no expenditure beyond the R8. 300 mentioned as requisite in
. eonnection with blocking up of doors in married quarters would be demanded ; the
. barracks now occupied by the dep6t, 2nd Battalion, Hampshire Regiment, being
~ _large enough to accommodate a battalion on the augmented strength, together with .
‘the depdt of a battalion in Upper Burma. &

g The retention at Secunderabad of the depdt of the battalion in Upper Burma
. i8s necessary only so long as the depdt of the 1st Battalion; Oxfordshire Regiment,
- 18 located at Bangalore; when that battalion goes home it would be as well that
Bangalore should be looked on as the station for the depot of the battalion, British

Infantry, employed in Upper Burma. %
ZHE \ oo, (PN fiat 51 2 Kamperee.—Some additions to the existing ba;z?cks estimated to cost Rs. 3,000
LT e STl : 3 will be required next year to provide accommodation for the augmented strength,
, ’i ofs?)fe zguth, 31\20",7_'_0' British Infantry, immediately, leaving a new barrack to cost about Rs. 50,000 to be
10unt of this 59 gzldgl'&%a built ultimately in ordinary course.. «
aut OﬂtYfm""bheﬁ: Lo it . Raxcoow, THAVETMYO AND Tonenoo.—Existings';accommodation at these stations
%6 completed by cohiey (2 (17 FAeR o in the British Burma command will contain the extra numbers of men of regiments
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at augmented strength, without any expense having to be incurred.

: A tabular statement showing expenditure requisite this year and next year, as
above detailed, is attached.

It will be noted that whereas in the letter of the Government of India,
Military Department, No. 1040-B., dated 28th October 1885 (Proceedings of
Government, No. 6225, dated 6th. November 1885), * Bellary ” is mentioned as the
station for the extra Field Battery to be allotted to this Presidency, the report
above made contemplates the location of this battery at  St. Thomas’ Mount.”

It is therefore necessary to explain that, after the report to the Commander-in-Chief
in India was made, upon which his proposal to locate this battery at Bellary was
based, it was found that such great expense would be involved immediately in
alterations and additions to existing barracks at Bellary to accommodate another
battery there even temporarily, that General Rowlands was obliged to modify his
original report and to recommend the location of the extra Field Battery at
St. Thomas’ Mount, instead of at Bellary, barracks, &c., being ready for the
reception of the battery at the former place without extraordinary expenditure
being demanded. AL ; ,

SRl
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This recommendation has been adopted by His Excellency the' Commander-
in-Chief in India and has been submitted to the Government of India, so that
orders directing the indicated change in original arrangements may be expected
shortly, and the report above made has been framed in anticipation of these orders.

Before closing, General Rowlands thinks it desirable to observe, with reference
to para. 6 of theletter of the Government of India, Military Department, No. 1040-B.,
dated 28th October 1885 (Proceedings of Government, No. 6225, dated 6th
November 1885), that, before long, when the work of remodelling the hill fort of
Sitabuldi has been completed, another battery garrison artillery will be required by
this Presidency permanently for that fort, and that, unless the garrison battery
taken from Fort St. George for the Expeditionary Force to Upper Burma is sent
back to that station, it would be desirable that the spare battery mentioned as to be
kept in reserve might, with advantage, be sent direct to Fort 8t. George on arrival
from England, it being most undesirable that the fort armament and guns in the
shore batteries at Madras should be left without a battery to look after them for
any time. ' ¥ [
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