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The appointment of Tt,
Lindley R, E.,, to the P.W.D. as
Assist: Engineer, lst; grade, t
fi1l1 the post held ‘by Capt.
Hamilton, R, E., raises certain
questions as regards his grading
and as regards the effect it
will have on the Assistant Engl-
neers of the 2nd, grade.

In the ordinary course of
things, the vacaney caused by
Capt, Hamilton's‘d?ath,wnuld

o

give a step of ;A:E"iSt- to“H.E

/s I
A, grade, a step of A, E, éaé
to A, E, f&t. grade,& leave a
vacancy iﬁ the A.E, 2nd. grade,
to be filled from Gooper'!s Hill
or the C.E, College, or by a
junior R.E.

But it is absolutely neces

sary t?at the charge of the Mi-
litary Sub-division ot the Pre-
sidency should be held by an
officer ,R.E. Jlone of the offi-
cers of the corps in the Dept
‘ere available,apart from the
fact of their being all (with
8xception of Capt, Baddeley ab-

sent on furlough) too senior for
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the post, and hence it was de-

L e

cided to apply for the services
of one of the R.Es doing duty
with the Q.0, Sappers & Miners,
Lt. (now Capt) Lindley accept.
ed the nomination,whiéh has
the concu%rence of the Govt,
of India,

This will not interfere with

the promotion of the senior

A. E. 1st, grade, but the senior

A.E. 2nd, grade, will lose the
step he would otherwise get.
The senior A.Es 2nd, grade
(not counting Mr; Carlasi)were
appointed "to Dept. 1in Sept,
1879, ‘Lt, Lindley,a Lieutenant
of 1873, arrived in the country
in Feby.1878,and may then be
considered as having a legiti-
mate eclaim to supersede them;
Nevertheless, the:less of the
step will naturally be felt
by the senior Civil A.EsZnd.
grade,and it will affect of
course the juniorfof the same
grade, retarding their advance-
ment, |
Two alternatives suggest

themselves as a remedy for
this hardship.
1st, Lt. Lindley might be

placed- for purposes
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of grading & promotion only--
on the *Military Works” List un-
der the Govt. of India, He would

be employed on purely Military

‘Works in Madras, which are a

charge against ®Imperial®,and as
he would thus fill a sanctioned
post, the Madras Scale should be
reduced by one Assistant Engi-

neer 2<nd,grade, The “Military

pm———— el

Works® list would of course have
to be inereased in the grade of
lsn; Assistants., He would in faet
oceupy a position similar. to Mr,
Target's, No one would suffer by
this arrangement,which would re-
move a hardship on our juniors y
which will certainly be felt if
not given open expression to,
3nd; Lt. Lindley to be borne as
@ supernumerary in his grade, and
not to be absorbed until the 17
Asst, Engineers 2nd; grade, now
on our scale, have peen promoted
to %st‘ grade, As above,tha A;E;‘
<nd, grade to be reduced by one,
BQing baek to 17 on Lt; Lindley}
absorption.

Against the first alterna-

tive the Govt, of India may

argue that, to obviate any grie-

vance & avoid this complication

)
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Madras might have nominated a

junior Lieutenant to-the 2nd,

o

grade of assistants, A suffi-

eient reply would be that,even

if we could first have “caught
our hare®-- which we could not --
the charge of Fort St. George

& the Mily. Works at Madras
involvesresponsibilities and
duties requiring an officer of

several years standing.

fomd

The second alternative

: }
would somewhat throw back the
attainment of ‘the Executive
iraae by our present Asst, Engi
neer an;’but that contingent
affeet is so remote it need
hardly be considered, It would
be‘perhaps, the better arrange-
ment of the two, inasmuch as
it would allow of Lt, Lindley
being employed at any pericd of
his connection with the Dept,
on *“Provincial Works”,or
Railways,&ca;

You may consider the ques-
tion need not have been mooted
at all, but I think there is @
diffieulty which had better be
faced at once--~ which India
will,I think,recognise,if
fairly put to them—— and for

which it would be well to devise

a remedy. Possibly some other

remedy may be available,but just
now I can think of none other,
nor can I see any serious objec-
tions to the courses I propose,
As there is, however,a finanecial
side to the gquestion,it might be
well-- if you consider it neces

sary to go on with it at alil=-

to take the Examiner's view,
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o 26t Marcu 1885, No. 795 W., Pusric Works.
f)
GOVERNMENT OF MADRAS.
) PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT.
General.”
i Establishment.
] : , 2 -
i Reap—the following letter from Colonel W. 8. TREVOR, R.E., Secretary to the
| : Government of India, Public Works Department ((ronoml) to the Secretary
. : to the Government of Madras, Public Works Department, dated Fort William,
19th March 1885, No. 428 G.r—
I am directed to reply to the general quostlun raised in ycur letter No. 89 W.,
dated 10th January, to which attumun is drawn in your later letter No. )39 Wt
i dated Tth instant, regarding the power of the Government of Madras to appoint to
! the Public Works Department officers of Royal Engineer without reference to the
! Government of India.
& 2. I am to state, for the information of His Exeellency the Governor in Council,

that the Secretary of State has limited the recruitment of the engineering establish-
ment to 30 annually, viz. :—

i ' 2

' From the corps of Royal Engineer i-f vos IR
] From Cooper’s Hill b san kD
' From Indian Civil anneerum Collf‘rr(m . : RaE

It is therefore impracticable to allow the Governme Ilt\ oi \[adms and Bombay to
appomt officers of Royal Engineers without restriction.

The whole quextlon however, of the strength of Royal Engineers in India, and
their (hxtubutlon, 18 now under conuduatmn. and the wishes of the Madras Govern-
] i ment for liberty of action, within certain plescrlbed limits, will be borne in mind.

4, Meanwhile, no appointments of Royal Engineer officers to the engineering
establishment can be made either in Madras or Bombay without reference to the
Government of India.

Orper—dated 26th March 1885, No. 765 W., Public Works.
: Recorded.

(True Extract.)

(Signed) J. SHAW-STEWART, Colonel, R.E.,
. Secretary to Govt., W.P.D.
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To the Examiner, Public Works Accounts.

///-, - ,,  Military Department.
%f L !

Exd. A. Grubert.
Spare Copies




GENERAL.
ESTABLISHMENT.

@obt. of 11885 ) b
PUBLIC WO RKS.

Dated March, 261h.

Reed. Enel.
sre s RER e & R e S
&.0.,26th March 1885, No.7565 W.

e

MARCH.

__ in India is under consideration, and that
no appointments can be made without refer-
ence to the Government of India, recorded.
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PuBLic Works DEPARTMENT.

PROCEEDINGS OF THE MADRAS GOVERNMENT.
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