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GOVERNMENT OF MADRAS.

PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT.

Buildings and Roads.
. Civil Works.

Reap—the following papers :(—

From Lieutenant-Colonel J. L. L. MORANT, R.E., Superintendent of Works, in
charge of 11 Cirele, to the Chief Engineer, Public Works Department, dated

Madras, 8th August 1885, No. 219 B.C.

With reference to Order, No. 1481 W., dated 25th June 1885, on Revenue
Department Order, No. 2851, of the oth idem, calling on Major Drake-Brockman, R.E.,
to explain regarding the complaints made against him by the Commissioner of Salt
and Abkdri Revenue, I have the hounor to forward Major Drake-Brockman’s letter,
No. 1441, dated 4th August 1883, | . |

4. 1t would appear that, for the past few years, the relations between the Salt and
Public Works Depuartment on the- Buckingham canal have been somewhat strained.
The boatmen navigating boats belonging te the Salt Department have ‘repeatedly
infringed the rules of canal traffic, and representations made by officers of the Public
Works Department have received but scant attention. Had this evil been confined to
the local officers of these departments, it might perhaps be hardly worthy of the notice
of Government, as they are doubtless well dble to take care of themselves. ‘But the
rules of canal traffic were prepared to protect the public, and by breaking those rules
the employés of the Salt Department have jeopardised the convenience and safety of

other canal eustomers. _

3. A propss of this, I may quote a case that oceurred during the very few
months during which I had charge of the canal. Mr. A. M. Saunders, the Agent of
the Madras Railway, copy of whose letter I append, reported to me that a heavily
laden salt boat was found across the canal at 3 A.M. The boatmen would do nothing.
Mr. Saunders had himself to unload the boat, and at last passed the obstruction after
a detention of four hours. e requested the men might be punished. Finding no
sule to cover the case, I reported it to the Commissioner of Salt and Abkdri Revenue.
Ile replied that T ought to have addressed the local officers, that the boat belonged to
a contractor, and that he, the Commissioner, could do nothing. ,

4. Tt goes without saying that the canal rules, which have been framed by
Government for the protection of the public, should be enforced with all courtesy, and

that officers of all departments who use the canal should respect these rules and set an

example of a loyal obedience to them. ‘ ¢
ENCLOSURE.
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