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GOVERNMENT OF MADRAS.

PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT.

Irrigation.

Resp—the following paper :—
G.0., dated 19th December 1884, No. 1413, Revenue.

Kead—the following proceedings of the Board of Revenue, dated 10th December
1884, Mis. No. 11705 :—

Read—the following letter from the Collector of Chingleput, to the Secretary to the
Board of Revenue, dated 8th December 1884, No. 5931 :—

I have the honor to submit, for the information of the Board of Revenue. a
preliminary report upon the damage done in the Ponnéri taluk by the recent cyclone.

2. I, some few days ago, received a hurried report stating that three-fourths of
the tanks in the taluk had gone, that very great damage had been done to both houses
and crops in the north along the shores of the Pulicat lake, and that there was some
personal distress amongst the very poor in the part which had suffered most.

3. Pitchoo Pillay, the deputy tahsildar, whom I had placed in charge, vice the
deposed acting tahsildar, had, like a sensible man, before writing to me, sent out as

many gumastahs and revenue inspectors as were available to inspect and make
inquiries, and had, from the money given him for relief purposes at Sholaveram,

L

furnished them with small sums of money to assist any immediate distress.

L

Sholaveram tank, collecting the information wanted by Government as to the damage
done there, I at once wrote to him, giving him instructions as to what to do, called
in by telegraph the best revenue inspector from the Chingleput taluk to assist, and
directed Pitchoo Pillay to, as soon as he possibly ecould, go to the north of his taluk and
let me know, affer examination, the true state of things, and I furnished him with a
book of free passes for wood and leaves for issue to the ryots in order that they
might be able to get the means of repairing their houses. I further directed him to
let me have a list, as soon as he could, of irrigation works damaged. I asked
Mr. Pinto to relieve him with the least practicable delay. This had been done before
my order was received, as Pitchoo Pillay had, with most creditable celerity, finished
his work at Sholaveram in a very short time. I requested Mr. Pritchard to, as soon as
the Public Works Department no longer required him, go for a tour through the most
injured portions of the taluk and report to me the result of his observations. He left
the Red Hills on Friday morning and is now at Gummidipoondy.

8. On receipt of the first report, I wrote to the Executive Engineer and sent a
copy of the letter to the Superintending Engineer. I am now addressing the Public
Works Department again, sending a copy of the list of Imperial tanks breached.

6. There is altogether a large party out looking into matters, and the Board may
be assured that we will all do our best to remedy, as far as is possible, the disaster
which has occurred.

7. I have given the tahsildar sufficient funds to meet any actual personal
distress which may be found. Free passes will be issued liberally, so as to allow of
the ryots settling down again in their houses, and we will do our best to get the
urrigation works put right as soon as we can. Nothing more can, I think, be done
until the jamabandi. I do not advocate any special measures of relief, such as have
been authorised at the Red Hills and Sholaveram. I think that kind of thing unwise,
excepting in very special cases. It forms a bad precedent and tends to make the

4. He himself was, at the time, engaged working at the villages under the
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H. E. STOKES,

Secretary to Government

_, artment,
i B oh ‘with list of Impenal ﬂmks breached (to be returned).
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. Excrosue E.

| Annamalaichery

. giahmbedu
| Melakalani
Kallur

| Vadakkunallur ... {

Thenambattoo

| Pralayambakum ..
Kilikodi
‘Mela.mathalambedu .

Avur ...
| Vembedu ...

.P.oclm.my
‘Mangodu

| Vallur S
' Clmmambedu

 Perikarumboor ...

Tank
Do.
Do.
Do.

Sitteri

Tank

Peria yeri ...
Sitteri
Hissa tank

River channel.
Big tank

e

8 breaches

do.
do.
do.
do.
do.
do.
do.

large breaches
10 breaches ...

3 do.

do.
do.
do.
do.
do.
Breached number not
given in the report.
15 breaches }
5 . ido.
‘Breached number not
given in the report.
2 breaches
1 large breach

do.

12 breaches ...

Bund totally washed
away :

1 breach
1 large breach

1 breaeh
1 large breach

s

Contains 10 or 15 days’
- water,

Contains 1 month’s water.
Do. 10 days’ water.

Contains a very little
supply of water.

Contains 10 days’ water.

No water in the tanks.

The tank was empty, but
by ralsmg ring bund
1 month’s water was
stored in the tank.
Requires urgent repair.

Do. -

Contains 10 or 15 days’
water.

Nearly 2 months” water
was left in the tank.
Ring  bund raised.
Requires urgent repair.







. WORKS DEPARTMENT.

General.
Establishment.

wing papers :—

Lieutenant-Colonel H. SMALLEY, R.E., Executive Engineer, Chingleput

8?? to the Superintending Engineer, V Cirele, dated 2nd March 1885,

e the horior to report on the damages fo irrigation works in Ponnéri taluk
r in G.0., No. 1164 L., of 30th December 1884.

Itogether sixty-five tanks on the Imperial list have been breached more or less,
‘which sixty-two are north of the Kortalaydr and the other three are in the Red Hills
nor basin, and therefore come within the operations of the Tank Maintenance Scheme.
these Will be referred to Executive Engimeer of No. 2 Tank division, my remarks
only apply to the sixty-two tanks north of the Kortalaydr. All those enumerated by
‘the Collector in his report are included in that number. ;

- 8. The tanks generally stood the rainfall well, but it was the cyclone of the 21st
ember blowing over the tanks then full to overflowing which caused the damages
they have sustained ; and again, when the breaches were either wholly or partially
closed after the cyclone by temporary measures, the heavy rains in December opened
them out again. :
4. However, since the last rain in December all tanks have been ring-bunded and
~ the former ring-bunds strengthened both by the villagers and by this department on
~ emergency, and there has not been so much loss of water as might have been anticipated.
- It is not thought there is entire loss of water in any tank, and in the larger tanks,
certainly such as Chinnambedu, Perumbedu, Arani, Medur, &c., there is a fair supply
 at the present date. The crops seem to have been injured more by the heavy rains
~ directly than by the breaching of the tanks.

5. What has to be done before next monsoon is to close breaches, make up bunds
 to sections, protect front slopes with turf, grasses, or stone revetment, and to open large
- nataral escapes at the ends of the tanks where there would not be time enough to
~ build weirs. It is thought regular levels should not be insisted upon to accompany
' the estimates as they take much time and are not absolutely necessary in cases of this
- sort, wlhere the great object is to get the tanks in a condition to hold water before next
- rains..  Complete repair estimates can follow hereafter.

: 6. Although only called upon to report regarding Ponnéri taluk it will be conve-
nient to report upon the other taluks of the district also, especially Madurdntakam
~ faluk, which has suffered to an equal extent though not from the cyclone but from
heavy rains and river floods both in November and December 1884, chiefly in the
latter month. Eighty tanks on the Imperial list have been more or less injured in this
1 luk alone, besides injuries to river channels. The Collector of the district considers
that the clearance of these channels, which ordinarily devolves on the ryots, must on
this extraordinary occasion be undertaken by this department. The tanks affecting
the South Indian Railway have suffered extensively, and it is necessary to thoroughly
t least the Athur group in this taluk before next rains. The tanks that have
most are those fed by rivers, the Kiliyar, the Cheydr and that portion of the

low the junction of the Cheyar.
Chingleput taluk twenty-nine Imperial works were breached (twenty-
six channels) and in the Conjeeveram taluk nineteen Imperial tanks
In the Tiruvallir taluk thirty-five Imperial tanks were breached and

uk fifteen exclusive of Red Hills and Cholaveram.
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Pusric WorEs DEPARTMENT.

DINGS OF THE MADRAS GOVERNMENT.
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