GOVERNMENT OF MADRAS.
MILITARY DEPARTMENT.

July 1885, No, é
Defences—Forts.

Read the following paper :—
No. . From Brigadier-General R. (. STEWART, Quarter Master (1o
to Lieutenant-Colonel A. KENNEY. HERBERT, Officiating Secretq
Government, Military Department ; dated Ootacamund, 29th June 188:
No. 1446-B.
I am desired by the Commander-in-Chief to submit to Government the annua
Inspection Report of Fort St. George, dated 1st April 1885,
2. His Excellency would again urge on Government the desirability of carry.
ing out as soon as possible—
(1) the demolition of the outworks -
(1) the improvements to the water-supply of the Fort ;
both of which works were prominently brought forward last year.

3. The erection of a new magazine in the berm of the Wilajd Gate, which is
one of the works proposed by the Committee for execution in the current year, Si
Frederick Roberts would Suggest might be allowed to remain in abeyance until
a decision is arrived at in regard to the removal of the Arsenal from Fort
St. George.

4. Sir Frederick Roberts quite agrees with the Committee that the site select.
* 0.G., No. 2626, dated 15th May 1885. f(ln thie m.‘“, ”M‘_IE . [.”’IH ‘ If 7““? a desir-
able one, and His Excellency would not
have approved of it had he not been informed that no other suitable site could be
found. His Excellency now learns that the Government Architect has proposed
another site somewhere near the entrance to Popham’s Broadway ; this His Exc:
lency would consider in every way more suitable.

From Brigadier-General A. C. JOHNSON, c.s., Commanding Eastern District, to the Quarter
Master General, Madras Army, Ootacamund ; dated Fort St. George, 1st April 1885

No. 147-G.
I have the honor to inform you that on the 1st April, accompanied by the Officers as per
margin, I held an inspection of Fort St. Georg:

; : ' as directed i yara. 16, Sectio Madr:
Colonel H. L. Prendergast, R.E.,Snpermmudmg Engineer, 8 directed in para. 16, tion V, Madras

V Circle. Army Regulations,
Co;%r;ezii. lI)‘{ler?:;klns’ R.A., Commanding Royal Artillery, 2. The reports submitted by a Senior
Lientenant-Colonel 8. E. Atkinson, Deputy Assistant Officer, Royal Artillery, Fort St, G rge, and

Quarter Master General, Eastern District. by. the Executive Engineer, Presidencs

sion, were duly considered on the spot and
hereinafter embodied,
3. Armament.—The authorized armament consists of—

() 5 80-pdr. R.M.L. converted guns, 5 tons,
(b) 8824- ,, 50 cwt., 8.B.C.I. guns,
(¢) 8 10-inch C.I. Mortars.
In addition to the above used for signal time and saluting purposes there are—

6 18-pdr. C.I. guns.
6 9-,, Bronze guns.
1 6-, C.I gun.

Two Gatling guns have been authorized as per Proceedings of Madras Governmen
No. 6854, dated 29th October 1880, and Proceedings of Madras Government, No. 3364, dated
15th June 1883, but these two guns have not been received. The question of the type of
machine gun for Fort St. George is still under consideration, 3.

Two Gardner guns have been received and platforms erected for them on the sea face
of Fort St. George, but it is not yet known whether these guns are to form a part of the
armament of Fort St. George.
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2 embrasures for 24-pdr. S.B. guns, completed.
ground platform for 24-pdr. S.B. guns, completed.
round platform for 24-pdr. S.B. guns, partly completed.
‘sets of shell cartridge and Artillery stores, partly completed.
boratory, partly completed.

cal progress has unfortunately been made in the matter of rectifying the

vater-supply to the Fort in consequence of a report from the Sub-divisional

main from the Seven Wells was choked ; the main is being examined, in view
ub in full working order the other project will be gone on with.

onservancy has been removed from the charge of the Barrack Master and Execu-
rand placed in charge of the Staff Officer and Superintendent of Details. The
pears to be working well.

e Offices of the Accountant-General and Controller of Military Accounts are not

- These buildings are greatly needed for the accommodation of the troops. A

@ obsolete stores referred to in para. 18 of the report of 1884 has from time to

removed by Indian Government steamers, The guns and projectiles now remaining
tically and neatly arranged in the vicinity of the Ordnance buildings.

). Before concluding the report, the Committes desire to bring to notice the serious

fions they comsider there is to the erection of a new High Court House on the Light

esplanade in such close proximity as 300 yards from the Fort outworks and 116 yards

om the Light House Battery, interfering as it must with the defence of the Fort on the north
and to a certain extent prejudicing the offensive powers of the Light House Battery.

- 17. Part I of the Annual Report of Executive Engineer consisting of a plan and sections
hrough the most important part of the works of Fort St. George is attached.

No. . ORDER THEREON, /.7 “July 1885, No.$ 275

- Ordered that the report on Fort St. George, submitted with the foregoing
letter from the Quarter Master General, be forwarded for the information of the
Government of India.

2. The Right Honorable the Governor in Council observes that there is little
or 10 prospect of funds being available for the demolition of the outworks for some
- time to come.

3. The Public Works Department will be requested, with reference to

Proceedings of Government, No. 3819, dated 7th August 1884, to cause early
attention to be given to the improvement of the water-supply.

4. Para. 16 of the report and His Excellency the Commander-in-Chief’s remarks

n connection therewith will be communicated to the Judicial Department, with

reference to Proceedings of Government in that department, No. 1066, dated 24th

~April 1885,

To the Secretary to the Government of India, Military Department ;
dated / .7~ July 1885, No. 5,

(True Extract.)

Lt.-Col.,
4 Offg. Secretary to Government.

To the Quarter Master General.
Inspector-General of Ordnance.

- Public Works Department.
Judicial Department.

Exd. P. L. Pereira.
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