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T3 Reap—the following paper :—
: From R. F. CHISHOLM, Esq., (onsulting Architect to the Government of Madras,
~ to the Chief Engineer, Public Works department, dated Chepék, 23rd

May 1885, No. 265.
1 have the honor to enclose, for your inspection and consideration, a careful survey
“of thesite pmgoseg)by the committee appointed by Government in G.0., Judicial,
No. 2318, dated the 10th September 1884, for the new High Court.

9. T am in correspondence with the Registrars of the High Court on the subject of
the accommodation to be provided in the proposed new building ; pending the prepara-
tion of the schedules, I would respectfully solicit the Government to reconsider the
question of the site.

3 The committee appointed by Government to report on the best site as owedly
only considered the ¢ open ”’ sites, they do not say what sites they examined and why
they rejected them ; neither do they give any reasons for preferring the site sel cted.
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1 have examined the site carefully, and Ishould be failing in my duty as Consult-
ing Architect if 1 omitted to point out that the site seems objectionable from many
points, though, of course, the value of these objections are matters ot opinion.

4. T consider the site badlyschosen for the following reasons :—

f\_"

el hineuse,

(1) On account of its costliness.

(2.) Because it will close the:direct line of road from the principal thoroughfare
in Black Town, Thumboo Chetty street.

(3.) Because it encroaches on the maidan. I will consider each of these
objections separately.

5. Tf the selected site is built on, the light-house battery must be removed, say,
at a cost of Rs. 85,000, for the building being directly behind the battery would form
the butt for erring shot and shell, indeod the building would be to the battery as the
target is to the bull’s eye, clearly indicating |its position at night. The committee
selected this particular site for the battery becduse no buildings were in its rear.

3 6. About 1,100 yards of the South Indian line would have to be taken up and

{ reconstructed at a probable cost of Rs. 15,000, making a total of Rs. 50,000 to be met
before a sod is turned.

} 7. The second objection, the closing of the direct line of road of the principal
thoroughfare in Black Town, is so wholly without precedent, one is ‘forced to the

conclusion that the committee simply overlooked it.

8. The third objection is perhaps the most serious one. .'It will not be long
before the natives of Madras appreciate open air sports as keenly as the Bombay 1.m.pl«§
and those who have witnessed the simple pleasures of the thousands who resort daily
to their fine esplanade will accept the jealous conservation of this open space, which
by right belongs to the people, as a simple act of duty.

9. As an old resident, I have watcbed with regret the gradual encroachments on
this maidan. The row of glaring, hideous, white-washed buildings have repeated them-
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selves proglottis like, month after month, along the west side of the esplanade to
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the site recommended by the comfittee (vide proc&«lin%g of Goyernment,

 dated 24th April 1885, No.*1066)§fMr. Chisholm, sfates ghreg objections,
probably received full consideratio§before thezcoml'»ittu/ arrived at_their

The first objection, that the erection #bf the High Cpurf buildings on a site
. y to the north-west of the lighthouse would necessitite tl removal of the
ithouse battery and the realignment of the South Indian Railyfay, appears to-be
so far that the cost of the new buildings would pro funto J increaseds™”
4. The second objection does not appesﬁ;'a very weighty sfe, inasiuch as the
osed closing of the thoroughfare in question would apparenfly cause inconvenience
o only the small amount of traffic which passes between Fort 5§ George and Thumbo
Chetty street in Black Town. To no other .xﬁic would the adppti ‘
site cause apparent inconvenience.
 f 5. The third objection, the encroachm
- Mr. Chisholm attaches most weight, but it must be observed
" recommended by him, in the Pudupet plain) would in like '
of the open spaces which are now available 'to the Madras public. /1t must also be
‘observed that the closing of the thoroughfare already allufled t would add to the
esplanade nearly as much space as the construction of the prgposed new buildings
would take from it. { d
o 6. With respect to the site suggested Uy Mr. Chisholm iny/paragraphs 13 and 14
" of his letter, it must be pointed out that the plot of land re@mmended by him, E F
G H, is considerably smaller than the plot, A B C D, selected by the committee.

00TACAMUND, (Signed)  J. SHAW-STEWART, Colonel, R.E.,
3rd June 1885. /Secy. to Govt., P. W.D.

To the Judicial department, with papers in originfi. J /

A

OrbEr—dated 24th June 1885, No. 1673, Judicial.

The papers will be forwarded to the corfimittee on the High Court buildings, with
the request that the question of the site ~Rie/ oconsidered. When Government
_approved the lighthouse site they were not aware that its adoption would necessitate
realignment of the South Indian Railway, /In consideration of the great expense
that this ‘would involve, the Government ary now disposed to think that the site
between the Agra Bank and Popham’s Broadwyy, indicated by Mr. Chisholm, would be

~ a very suitable one.
£ o (True Exffact.)  «~

I § Lt

Claef Secretary.

the I"resident ‘of the Committee on the High Court .
: : ’ buildings, with the plan.
,,  Public Works department.
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High Court—New Buildings.

Forwarding certain papers to the committee on
the JHigh Court buildings, and stating that the
site between the Agra Bank and Popham’s Broad-
way, indicated by Mr. Chisholm, would be a very
suitable one.
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