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20ra Arrir 1885, No. 164, MARINE.

GOVERNMENT OF MADRAS.

MARINE DEPARTMENT.

Reap—the following papers :—
Note by the Chief Engineer, Public Works department, dated 13th March 1885,
No. 527-C. _
During my recent tour the undermentioned lighthouses were inspected by me in
company with the Master Attendant of Madras :—

Pulicat. ! Vakalapudi.
Armeghon. ‘ Santopilly.

Hope Island. Gopélpur.

2. The lighthouses at Point Divi and Calingapatam were not inspected on this
occasion. There appears to be some difficulty in making Point Divi from the sea, and
a day was wasted in trying to sight it, but without success. The Calingapatam light-
house was passed during the night. The light appeared to be in perfect order, but
time did not admit of an inspection. These two lighthouses will now be inspected by
the Superintending Engineers in company with the port officers concerned.

3. Full details of the lighthouses inspected . are given in the accompanying
statement.

J. SHAW-STEWART, Col, R.E,,

CHEPAUK, (Signed) A
Chief Engineer, Public Works Dept.

13ih March 1885,

ENCLOSURE.

STATEMENT to accompany the Note by the Chief Engineer, Public Works department, dated
March 1885, on Lighthouses.
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Pulicat- .. | Fourth order ; ca-| 68 14 |The object is to mark position of the Pulicat
| tadioptric ; fixed ; shoal.
white. The light is placed on the top of a masonry

: i tower, and is in excellent order, but requires
' | _ provision of a spare lamp. :
| During the storms in December 18?34_ the
exterior of the lighthouse and adjoining
buildings sustained considerable damage,
and no time should be lost in executing the
needful repairs.
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Statement to accompany the Note by the Chief Engineer, Public Works department, dated
March 1885, on Lighthouses—continued.
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Lighthouse.

Armeghon . .

Hope Island.

Vakalapudi,
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Class of light. ‘E 5 §
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Fourth order; di-| 107

optrie ; revolving;
flashing once in
twenty seconds ;
white.

Country made ;
reflecting light
with 9 reflectors;
fixed ; white.

Fourth order;
dioptl’ie; revol-
ving ; flashing
once in ten ge-
conds ; white.
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| Light is visible.
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The object is to mark position of the Arme-
ghon shoal.

The light is placed on the top of a masonry
tower and 1is in excellent order. The
revolving apparatus works well.

The buildings are generally in good order, but
the outside of the tower was slightly
damaged during the late monsoon, and some
of the steps leading up to the lantern require
repair with cement.

The lightning conductor should be moved to
the outside of the tower.

In the Superintendent’s house the floor requires
repair, and verandahs should be added on
east and west sides as suggested in 1880 by
His Grace the late Governor.

The lascar’s huts were blown down during the
recent storms, and it might be well to pro-
vide them with permanent quarters both
here and elsewhere. Care should be taken
to select sites not liable to be flooded.

The object is to mark position of Point Gorda-
were.

The light is placed on the top of a masonry
tower and is in fair order, but it is thought
that the importance of the position demands
a better and a stronger light, and it is pro-
goued to replace the existing inferior Light

y an English-made dioptric light of the
fourth order, now available at Madras.

The lighthouse is generally in good order,
but the platform on which the lantern
rests is not so secure as it should be. It
would be well to renew it, probably with
ron girders; and this should be done when
the light is changed.

The adjoining buildings are also in need of
some repair, and the oil godown should be
recoated with cement.

The lightning conductor is in need of slight
repair.

Additional water tanks are required for the use
of the superintendent to store drinking
water, which is got procurable on the island.

The object is to mark entrance to the Cocanada
anchorage.

The light is placed on the top of a masonry
tower and 1is in excellent order. Part of the
revolving apparatus was under repair ab
Dowlaishweram at the date of inspection, and
the light was being turned by hand.

Th&l adjoining buildings are in good order, but

e lascar’s quarters are only temporary
sheds of the meanest character, and should

replaced, here and elsewhere, by perma-
nent buildings, :

—————
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Statement to accompany the Note by the Chief Engineer, Public Works department, dated
March 1835, on Lighthouses—continued.

RIHEER
Lighthouse. Class of light. | & £8 T'jf ; Remarks.
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Santopilly .. | Fourth order; ca-| 169 | 14 |The objectis to mark position of the Santo-
tadioptric; fixed ; plny rock, a dangercus reef, distant some 6
white. miles from the coast.

The light is placed on the top of a small square

w’ tower, built on a rocky hill a short distance

* from the beach. The light is in good order,

but the iron work of the lantern has not been

properly looked to and is beginning to suffer

[ from rust Two spare lamps should also be

provided.

, | The lightning conductor should be carefully

examined. It is understood that it is at

present carried no further than to the top of
the rocky hill outside the lighthouse, and

[ | provision should be made for leading it into

y J damp soil.

Considering the object of this lighthouse and
its position, it is thought that a stronger
light than that now in use should be pro-
vided. Tt is distant 6 miles from the danger
it is intended to mark ; and when the nature
of that danger is considered—a large reef
covered at low tide with from 7 to 10 feet
of water,—it might be well that the light
should have a radius larger than 14 miles.
The best position for the light would without
doubt be on the reef itself, but to erect it
there would be matter of great difficulty,
involving large outlay. This is, however, a
point for consideration in the Marine depart-
ment, .

10 |The object is to mark position of the Gopal-
pur anchorage,

The lantern is at present exhibited from the
top of the flagstaff, but it is intended to
combine a lighthouse with the new marine
and customs buildings, for which estimates
have lately been called.

r

Gopalpur .. | Country-made ; 8
reflecting light ;
fixed ; white.

No. 528 C.

Transferred to the Marine department with advertence to G.O., No. 5391' dated
3rd December 1884 (Marine).

CHEPAUK, (Signed) J. SHAW-STEWART, Col,, R.E.,
13th March 1885. Secretary to Government,

Public Works Department,

To the Chief Secretary to Government, with statement.
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